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26007 students in 200 aceredited in
sUtutions, This bas put the Jectuyey
students ptlo at 1! contrary 1o the
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Most institutions lack adequate
Jecturers and this has led 1o sharing,
of the ayailable staff from one insti
tution to apother, This impacts on
performsnee” Prof Okwakol said,

“We advise all institutions of

higher Jearning to work hard and
ensure they at Jeast have d minimum
nuraher of permanent staff in theiy
imstitutions if we are Lo improve the

quality of graduates,” she added.

Forelgn students reduce

The report further shows that the
number of foreign students in the
country has reduced,

According to the report, foreign
students who studied in Uganda in
2015/2017 academic year were 18,941
and the number dropped to 18,478 in
2016/2017 academic year but slightly
increased again to 18,903 last year,

Prof Okwakol attributed the drop
to the rampant university strikes

RESEARCH CHALLENGE

Loophole. The NCHE report
indicated that universities have
continued to neglect research
yet it is the element that
distinguishes a university from
other institutions of learning,

The teport reveals that a few
universities that are involved
in different research projects
haye falled 10 avail information
that could be shared about the
projects

Records

Figures indicats that
governmiert universities are

only carrying out 2.5 per cent
of research while private
universities are carrying out 6,2
per cent,

“We request government to
establish a national research and
innovation fund, because low
research and innovation output
will delay this country from
achieving its 2040 goals,” Prof
Okwakol warned.

Minimum requirement
She said research in

institutions of higher learning
should be at 40 per cent.
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T Courtesy. The
Al B ecutive
4 i director for
National Council
for Higher
Education, Prof
Mary Okwakol
(left), shares a
light moment
with the State
Minister
For Higher
Education,
Dr John
Chrysostom
Muyingo
(centre), after
presentation
of a report
in Kampala

yesterday. PHOTO
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that has scared away parents from
sending their children to Uganda.
She also blamed the decline to the
fact that neighbouring countries are
constructing their own universities.

“Most of our foreign students
came from Kenya and Rwanda, but
since 2015, the number has been
dropping. The country will lose the
foreign earnings,” Prof Okwakol
said.

Other findings

Regarding infrastructure in the
institutions, the report noted that
there is a slight increase in lecture
roomspace. There was an increase in
total number of institutions from 236
in2016/2017 to 241 in 2017/2018.

Public universities remained
nine, private universities increased
by three to 44 while other Degree
awarding institutions remained 10
and other tertiary institutions in-
creased by two from 176 to 178,

There has also been a slight in-
crease inhigher education students’
enrolment. Statistics show that
26,1078 students got recruited dur-
ing the period under review.

State Minister for Higher Edu
cation John Chrysostom Muyingo
tasked institutions of higher learn
ing to improve on research and put

more funds in recruiting human re-
source,



