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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

Children's rights are legal procedures or a frame work of minimum defense 

for young people who are weak and powerless and are a shield against the 

common threats of life and therefore minimum demands needed in all 

societies to protect children. 

Uganda's population is fast growing and keeps doubling every after ten (10) 

years. The recent census carried out on 13-19/9/02 revealed that there was 

an increase of 24.2 million people from 12.5 million in 1991. The central 

region had 27% of the total population and Kampala and Mbarara had the 

greatest of more than 1,000,000 each where as Kalangala had the least 

population of 100,000 people at that time (UBOS Feb 2007) census atlas. 

Bamunanika is found in Luwero district in the Central region of Uganda. It is 

a sub-county that is occupied by the majority Baganda people as well as the 

minority groups of Basoga, Banyoro and Banyankole. 

The convention on the rights of a child established that all children should 

enjoy the education right so as to be self sustaining in the future, to acquire 

skills and knowledge, which increases GDP and widens the tax base hence 

socio-economic development. So this gives parents, caretakers, guardians 

and NGOs responsibility for children, to safe guard this education right. 

These groups should be credited on one side, but again blarned for not duly 

protecting child rights which has led to negative socio-economic development 

of the country. 

The convention on the rights of the child ( 1989) states that "parties shall 

respect and ensure rights set within their Jurisdiction without 
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discrimination of any kind irrespective of his/her parent's or guardian's race, 

colour, language, sex religion or political or other opinion , national, ethnical, 

or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status" the reality is that 

children's rights to education is not protected on these grounds; but rather 

abused because of their social origin, disability and sex which lowers their 

contribution to socio-economic development. This leads to early pregnancies 

hence unwanted babies which increases dependence ratio and lowers 

education levels when one drops out of school, increasing ignorance, thus 

hindrance to all plans of socio-economic development. 

The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual 

activities is denial of their right to education it leads to exposes of sexually 

transmitted diseases for example HIV/ AIDS as a result of defilement 

increases useless temporary pleasures life is lost. This decreases the labor 

force 

Trauma which leads to lack of self confidence and no participation in 

development plans hence there is no competition which lowers the education 

standards leading to low capabilities in formulation of developmental 

policies. 

Article 18.1 of the convention of the rights of the child calls upon state 

parties, "to use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that 

both parents have common responsibility for the upbringing and 

development of the child. "According to the UDHS by the UBOS 2.7 million 

children are working in Uganda and most of them have been trafficked." 

Hence cannot fight for their education ANPPCAN-Uganda notices internal 

child trafficking being so rampant that society has come to accept it as 

normal. If a well to do person needs a house help all they need to do is go to 

the village and pick up a vulnerable child such as an orphan or school drop 
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out together with the parent are promised items such as money, sugar and 

employment opportunities and better life styles. 

The effects of children's denial of their right to education in socio-economic 

development is that the number of uneducated persons increases as well as 

poverty levels, which lowers production, increases income inequality and 

lowers the social system and the level of GDP. 

Some adults have frustrated the right to education of children and the duty 

of protecting and providing for the children as a vulnerable group instead, 

have trafficked them into slavery where the children cannot develop their 

potential talents, cultural norms, traditions, culture and language, and lack 

both direction and a sense of belonging. Which affects the socio-economic 

development because children will lack responsibility as citizens of the 

country for example; power to vote when they become adults hence failure to 

control governing policies of the country. 

This right to education has been denied due to poverty. This means that 

children do not having enough to eat hence can not attend school due to 

malnutrition and increased infant mortality rates because parents are poor 

to afford treatment. Parents are poor to afford education for their children, 

even with the introduction of UPE and USE; they are ignorant to let children 

attend school. There is increased illiteracy whose effect on the socio

economic development is failure to appreciate the value of national unity, 

production of irresponsible, indiscipline, intolerant, dependants, unsocial 

citizens out come of school drop outs. 

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Irrespective of the education opportunities through UPE and USE, many 

children dropout before completing secondary school. The number of 

children in school keeps reducing at every level of education J students 
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admission in tertiary institutions and universities in particular are below the 

number of places available. The overwhelming UPE response that was 

evident at its introduction in 1997 is a disappointment today to the teachers 

who are not paid salaries, to pupils whose performance is below set standard 

and poor parents who can not afford to offer school requirements. This 

means professional skills will not be developed for employment opportunities 

and a better standard of living. The research therefore, is aimed at 

investigating children's denial of the right to education and its effect to socio

economic development. 

1.3 OBJECTIVES 

1.3.1 GENERAL OBJECTIVE 
❖ To investigate children's denial of the right to education and its effect 

in socio-economic development. 

1.3.2 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
❖ To identify why children do not go to school • 

❖ To identify why the dropout rate from school is high, 

❖ To identify what can be done to reserve the trend of school dropout, 

1.3.3 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The area of study is found in the central region of Uganda in a district known 

as Luwero and the sub-county is Bamunanika. Luwero district shares 

border with Nakasongola in the North, Kayunga in the north East, Mukono 

in the East and Masindi in the North west, Waldso south, Busunju -

southwest. Bamunanika sub-county has 52 villages and has total 

population of 27150 and temperature range from 16-30 degrees (UBOS Feb 

2007 census report). 

The district suffered political instability and was a home for the National 

Resistance Army rebels for 5 years till when they won the battle in 1987 and 
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came in state control. People are still devastated and traumatized even when 

the war ended 21 years ago. 

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The study is aimed at helping policy makers analyze the problem of child 

abuse of their rights. This will give a rise to the need of a policy action to 

protect children and strong laws ad regulations to be put forward to protect 

children from danger as well as punishment for the violators. 

To the practitioners, the research will help them when used as a foundation 

to conduct further research. In the social science department, research is 

cumulative and this gives other researchers a chance to continue finding out 

more. This research end is the beginning of another, hence build on it 

further. 

To the theoreticians, this research study will be helpful into an investigation 

of the theory that will deal with issues of child rights and then use the 

findings to construct new theories that are favorable or rational in child 

protection at all community levels. The theories will bring out arguments 

intended to explain the fact of child abuse with particular examples 

facilitated from my research. 
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2.0. INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER.TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Relevant review of the study is shown in this chapter. It points out the 

causes of children's denial of their right to education and its forms as well as 

its effects to socio-economic development. The researcher's analysis of the 

situation whose case study is Bamunanuka sub-county is that there is 

evidence of violation of children's education rights. This means children's 

rights are abused yet are pertinent to the stability of both the family and 

community at large. Therefore the literature review is basically centered onto 

the children, the 1nothers and fathers. Also seek to explore ways in which 

child abuse can be eradicated by digging out its causes which include; 

2.1. POVERTY 
This is not having enough to sustain life (UNDP Report on overcoming 

Human Poverty 2000). Many families in Africa live far below the poverty line 

to even afford basic necessities of life such as food, shelter, health care, 

education and clothes. This has led to many parents loosing respect in front 

of both their children and spouses. A mother for example will disregard a 

poor father or husband not being man enough even in front of their children. 

Some men have failed to work and cater for their families. What is expected 

at this stage is to have the children denied the rights to education in ways 

such as; early marriages; children are sold off so as to have bride price paid 

to parents so as to accumulate wealth. As a young child her life is exposed to 

dangers but with little concern from the parents. Early marriages lead to 

defilement. Early pregnancies exposes to sexually transmitted diseases and 

abuse of education rights. The effect of children's rights on education being 

denied and how the communities loose out on the future leaders to the 

expense of only dowry to parents, yet incapacitating children's freedom and 

opportunities to achieve well being and community participation. The core 
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out come of education denial leads to inadequacy of publicly provided goods 

and services yet also leads to failure to control economic resources made 

available through the formal and informal net works that education provides 

to change the environment around anyone. 

2.2. DRUNKARDNESS 

Children's education rights are violated by alcoholic parents. Children don't 

get the parental love and care. Child protection policy of Uganda (2004 close 

6) emphasizes full and harmonious development of personality needs love 

and understanding be exercised in growth and care being the responsibility 

of the parents and creating an atmosphere of affection moral and social 

security for a child in the tender years. Acquiring education is very essential 

for it makes a child understand his norms, customs and values which 

shapes him/her into good citizen who keeps law and order. 

Drunk parent can not plan, a mother can't act the roles of a good wife and 

mother, The children will see their drunken father and keep off in hiding 

because of Taylor he comes home with, so every one fears for his or her life, 

children in the communities brought up in such troubled homes are a 

problem because they have had no education no proper guidance hence end 

up being a nuisance and nothing is expected of them towards the Socio

economic development of the Community. 

2.3. EXTRA MARITAL RELATIONS 

For the parent involved in this, it may be happiness and the Sexual 

satisfaction but for the Children, this is hell on earth. This is bringing a third 

party into a love relationship which leads into a polygamous family. In many 

cases children fall victims living under the Care of the Step mothers who are 

always very harsh women. This leads to favors worn by this woman through 

bewitching the husband using all Sorts of evil deeds. The children under 

their step mother will be mistreated through starvation, will not go to School, 

wil1 be tortured e.g Setting them ablaze a live example is that beautiful girl 
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Aisha Nabukeera who was burnt by her mother and others run to the Streets 

to be their homes UCRNN and Uganda Children act (Cap 59:1) The best 

interests of a Child Should be provided for through offering protection 

against any form of harm and torture. A step mother will not let her 

husband pay school fees for a child for this regarded as waste of resources 

especially if this child is a girl. Insecurity will increase if children who have 

not had an education grow up and would want to have control over 

resources yet lack the skills. This will end up in civil wars and loss of life 

which fails socio-economic development. 

2.4. WARS AND CONFLICTS 

The survey of the abducted children with details of parents when and how 

they were abducted.15000 children have returned home rehabilitated and 

reintegrated into society, but 5000 are unaccounted for and 10000 are 

assumed dead in the Lord's Resistance Army which has been in place for 2 

decades causing insurgency in Northern Uganda (UNICEF Report 1996). 

With such a war children are denied of the right to education, social 

structures such as schools, hospitals and communication lines are damaged 

hence development hindered. 

The effect of this to the social economic development of the country as a 

result of child involvement include, the loss of nationality, origin, society, 

norms and traditions, moral decay, sexual exploitation, slavery, population 

decrease due to death and child trafficking, increase in the spread of 

HIV/ AIDS and trauma. This creates political unrest, loss of labour force 

especially in agricultural sector, unemployment, distortion of family re

union, and destruction of social services like schools, hospitals, and 

communication links and creates insecurity where people end up in IDP 

camps characterized by ignorance, diseases and poverty. As a result the 

country lags behind in many development activities and is dependant on 

developed countries to attain its development goals in poverty reduction 

process, financing budgets and building infrastructure. 
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Like the rest of the country, children's denial of the right to education is very 

prevalent in Luweero district in particular Bamunanika. Children's rights 

have been violated especially due to the National Resistance Movement 

(NRM) war of early 1980s that led to the destruction of so many lives, loss of 

property and left people's lives devastated, hence hindering socio-economic 

development and failing to catch up till today. 

2.5. CHILD MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HANDICAPPED NESS 

Children born with or led into child mental and physical handicappedness 

by any form of torture accident or natural disaster is entitled to a special 

treatment, education and Care as per their particular situation. Such 

children have their rights violated due to being neglected by their parents, 

hated, denied food, health services and some are kept indoors not to relate 

with other children. They are also beaten and abused or assaulted by 

immediate relatives. Such physically and mentally handicapped children are 

tyrammertised because are a burden to the people and to themselves hence 

at times offer to take their lives away. There are also just a handful of 

schools for the physically handicapped children which are so expensive for 

poor parents to afford. The community looses socio-economic development 

because such children are physically handicapped but can be capacitated 

into building the nation, if educated, (UNHCHR- world Report 2001). 

2.6. FAMILY MISUNDERSTANDINGS 

This is the disagreement between parents. These come as a result of; failure 

to deliver boy children, if there only girl children in that family then, there is 

neglect from their parents. In African culture, boys have more value in the 

family than girls do. Girl children are not counted when it comes to 

inheriting property from their fathers because these girls will be married in 

other families that are why in other rural communities girls are denied the 

right to an education. This makes girls loose confidence in social, economic 
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and political issues and be dominated by men on whom they depend, will 

also lack knowledge and ability to net work community socio-economic 

development. 

Family misunderstanding may be failed communication for the couple or 

failed sexual satisfaction, laziness of the man to act his roles of providing for 

the family, Jealousy or possessiveness and never let any one talk to the 

spouse, poverty and lack of respect. These forms of abuse by spouse will be 

reflected on the innocent children because there is no education, care and 

responsibility offered from parents which results into lack of Social and 

moral security for Children in their tender years. (Natalie Man-Save the 

Children 1989). 

A family is a basic social unit in society of two or more living together or a 

group of individuals living under one roof and usually under one head. If 

there is a misunderstanding it means that every thing in this family will go 

wrong and there will be violation of human rights for the vulnerable group's 

for example children and women. Sekadde Winifred (1993) defines violation 

of children's right under frunily misunderstanding as any act, omission or 

conduct by means of which physical, sexual or mental suffering is inflicted, 

directly or indirectly through deceit, seduction, threat/harassment, coercion 

or any means on a child with the purpose or effect of intimidating, punishing 

or humiliating him or her. Her report establishes that the parents of the 

offended children regard such abuses as family issues and prefer to keep the 

integrity of their family however humiliating the situation may be. Family is 

the smallest unit where socio-economic development begins. If in it, there is 

no unity, it means there is poverty, unemployment, high dependent burden 

on the working force and poor health and incompetence in skills for a 

community to have a wide tax base and GDP. 
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2.7. HATRED 

This is as a result of jealousy and conflict where by there are two conflicting 

parts and none adheres to the others suggestions. This fails many goals to 

be accomplished and loss of lives. The Buddo Junior School being set abrais 

and 20 innocent girls lost lives. Hatred places children in ways that are 

abusive which risks the lives of children. Many schools have fallen victims of 

fire out breaks out of the 36 fire outbreaks incidences between the month of 

May and July 2008, 26 of which were intentional. This would scare away 

parents which can lead to denial of the education rights to children due to 

fear of loosing them. 

The disagreement here is between the human resource management 

committee, directors and other related bodies but none of students or pupils 

issue. A child should not be unhappy in his or her childhood days. For the 

good of the child and society, let's not violate children's rights as parents, 

local authorities and National Governments. Instead offer them the 

educational rights in a safer environment because children are the future of 

tomorrow. 

2.8. WITCHCRAFT 
Children's education rights are denied through witchcraft. There is an 

increased demand for particular body parts of children and those involved in 

child Sacrifice get wealth. These are either persons who want wealth on the 

expenses of their own children's blood or those who are lazy at having any 

other employment but child sacrifice. This is child smuggling because not all 

the family members can agree to this in human act. Some children are also 

snatched while on their way to or from school who them disappear for ever. 

This makes them loose their rights to life. 

Witchcraft has also led some Children to miss out on their rights to 

education due to parents forcing them to attend to family spirits which 
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makes them obsessed and at times become mentally ill. The community 

does not expect any socio-economic development from such persons who 

instead of healing others, make them loose their senses. This lowers the 

working population and narrows the tax base. 

2.9. EXPLOITATION 
Child exploitation is when what is not expected of a child is performed onto 

him/her for example heavy work load, Sexual harassment through 

defilement. Such abuses to children are not tal{en as violation of their rights 

at all in society and police many times advices them to settle such issues at 

home. Children suffer child labour in form of excessive household chores 

and heavy work load in the pretext of training them for the future regardless 

of their age. 

Children are also defiled by close relatives who should be protecting them 

which are very dangerous during this era of HIV/ AIDS scourge because some 

of the rapists are married men with multiple Sexual partners. The right to 

education is denied to defiled children who cannot continue in school due to 

exposure to early pregnancies and marriages. This increases iIIiteracy rates 

and the economy will lag behind due to lack of skills by its citizens which 

increases foreign expertise and lowers the state's foreign exchange 

2.10. ILL HEALTH 

Some parents deny the rights of children to education which increases 

dependence burden to relatives. III health of parents leaves children being 

victims of trauma and psychologically tortured. Despite the fact that the 

diseases such as Cancers & HIV/ AIDS are a source of income reduction to 

the family, one will not survive. The children also will not have an education. 

Unfortunately some friends, guardians and close relatives do not care about 

spreading the disease such as HIV/ AIDS to children through defilement. 

Some of the victims do not care because they know that the world is over 
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and do not die alone. It's the Child right to have life and good education, 

(Bassiocini M. Cherif 1995) 

2.11. WOMEN NOT CONTROLLING RESOURCES 

Women's roles can not be accomplished of planning for their families when 

they lack resources such as land and property which are all controlled by 

men. How can a woman look after children pay for their education with out 

any form of assistance and can not borrow money from the banks due to 

lack of security. Men offer no or less support to the family which families 

may be too big to be maintained by the woman, (Cook Y. Rebecca 1995). All 

the emotions felt by women is transferred to children violating their rights. 

Therese are innocent being who are verbally insulted, shouted at threatened 

not to have the next meal because their father has not brought it, thrown out 

of school, not affording medical treatment when sick. All these result into 

fear, resentment and insecurity forming in the child. Education leads 

children into self reliance, competitive and corporate hence driving the state 

into socio-economic development. 

2.12. PEER PRESSURE 

Some children are influenced by bad groups who teach them bad behavior 

and can not be advised by any one because many people now tal~e children 

affairs as being individual especially when it involves the element of child 

abuse. (New Vision 12th July 2008 reports). Some children in Luwero being 

impossible due to being petty thieves who steal any thing like metal for scrap 

and electric georgettes. Even with the free universal primary and secondary 

education, such children have refused to attend school. This is because of 

the effect of drugs. If children do not attend school then there is no way a 

poverty disease and ignorance can be eliminated to achieve socio-economic 

development. 
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2.13. CULTURE 

Children are denied their right to education as a result of difference in sex. 

Girls are considered precious because of the extraction of bride price from 

their husbands to-be. This is a source of income and wealth to the girl's 

family who do not care to invest any education to motivate success in the 

girls' future for empowerment. 

Some Cultures which are the norms and traditions of governing our societies 

are hitting incomprehensive levels of brutality and cruelty. The brutality 

favors men yet the girl child and the mothers suffer but in silence, a cultural 

practice such as female genital mutilation is very pronounced in Kapchorwa 

district. This abuses the rights of a girl who suffers greatly during the 

Scooping out of her most sensitive Sexual area and when she grows up, she 

misses on natural pleasures during sexual intercourse; she will also 

experience excessive labor pains. Men claim that this stabilizes their 

marriages because the girl will not have pleasure and will not look out for 

sex. But why do men practice polygamy, saying that any strong man is 

entitled to it and the woman should be silent. 

Many cultures in Uganda prefer the boy child to a girl and is highly 

treasured because he provides for the continuity of the clan and becomes 

heir but the girl child is even denied the right to education because she will 

be involved in the triple roles of the women. This leads to child neglect and 

when it happens the girl will not perform. With equal effort and investment 

into both girls and boys, labor force is increased and the state improves 

revenue collections through taxes earned as well as depending on its people 

for professional skills. 

2.14 WHY THE DROP OUT RATE 

The denial of the education rights of children has led to an increased rate of 

drop out from school, which is as a result of defilement, early marriages, 
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pregnancies, severe abortions leading to death, poverty where parents and 

caretakers can not afford an education for children, death of parents, 

insecurity leading to wars. These hinder growth and development of 

insurrectionary services, ignorance of parents to send children to attend free 

education, urbanization and trade that children offer to be child laborers to 

earn a living instead of going to school. 

The dropout rate of children from schools has been mainly brought about by 

children being orphaned, displaced, abandoned, handicapped, female headed 

households, older people who are now less productive but have many 

dependants and being landless or lack of resources. (World Bank 1992). 

2.15 EFFECTS OF THE DROPOUT RATE ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

The school dropout rate has a negative effect on human development, 

because socio-economic development can not be attained when labour force 

is unskilled which will also lead to being less productive and with poor 

organizational management. Further still, there will be low investment in 

physical infrastructure and much of the population will live under the 

dependence syndrome, (World Bank, World Development Report 1980). 

There is a low national output due to school dropout effect. GNP will be low 

due to lack of skills and low empowerment to develop natural resources 

which will lead to a backward society in which exportation of semi-process 

goods will be high yet fetch low foreign exchange at the world market and the 

forces of demand and supply will be in disequilibrium. 

School drop out rate will affect socio-economic development because national 

goals and objectives of education will not be achieved amongst them, is 

national unity, harmony, evaluation of democratic institutions and practice, 

guaranteeing of fundamental human rights, creating national wealth and 
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upholding it as well as promoting moral and ethnical values. School drop out 

will instead disorient all humanitarian feelings among people. 

When children dropout of school, the community looses out on 

professionalism of its citizens. If people are not trained and educated, they 

will lack basic skills for modern attitudes and the masses will remain largely 

illiterate which will negatively affect social economic development. 

When children drop out of school, it means society can not uphold spiritual 

and cultural heritage. This will lead to lack of self-discipline, integrity and 

poor international relations. Participation in civic, social and national affairs 

will not be promoted. 

The population problem will increase and reduce savings as a result of 

increased spending, low investments due to low capital formation. This is as 

a result of high dependence burden due to poverty; people can not acquire 

the basic needs for a better standard of living. 

2.16 CONCLUSION 

The denial of children's right to an education is the major factor as to why 

poverty is not being eradicated because when you educate a person you 

bring development to the state. Kindness needs to be exercised so as to 

make the future bright for children regardless of their age, sex, nationality 

and status. Fight poverty for the reason to this concept is concerned with 

basic freedoms and that is why education is recognized as being 

fundamental, valuable for minimal and human dignity which motivates 

human rights approach and postulates that children have inalienable rights 

to this education freedom. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLGY 

3.0. INTRODUCTION 
The methodology of the study represents the sampling procedures and the 

methods used in data collection. The area is described and the study 

population as well as the data collection procedures using the instruments 

sectioned according to the themes of this research and the conceptual frame 

work. The problems encountered during the process of carrying out the 

research are mentioned. The research is mainly qualitative in nature but to a 

smaller extent quantitative as this will help us focus on the problems of 

children's denial of their right to education and their effect on socio

economic development 

3.1. PROCEDURE 
Prior to going for field research, an introduction letter was obtained from the 

Kampala International University Dean and was presented to the local 

council chairperson Mr. Nsubuga who dually agreed to participate by offering 

all the necessary assistance for my research and introducing me to the 

people that were concerned in the study. 

3.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE CASE STUDY- BAMUNANIKA SUB-COUNTY 

Bamunanika sub-county is found in Luwero District and has 52 villages 

among which are Mpologoma, Nalweweta, Kibanyi, Kasenene, Magogo, 

Kayindu, Ssekamuli Mulogye, Butta, Lutete, Mityabili and Bamunanika. The 

population is sparse apart from Bamunanika trading centre. Bamunanika 

sub-county has a savannah grassland kind of vegetation and has a flat plain. 

The people here speak mainly Uganda and handfuls who are educated know 

English. The main activities carried out here are animal rearing such as 

sheep, cows, goats, crop production for both commercial and home 

consumption which include growing of bananas, maize, cassava potatoes, 
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beans, coffee and mangoes other activities include trading which is carried 

out in trading centres at both retail and whole sale prices. 

3.3. STUDY DESIGN 

The study design used was mainly quantitative for example for the interview 

and questionnaire methods were used and then a few qualitative study 

methods were used like in participant observation. The major importance of 

using a combination of both qualitative study designs is to assess the 

validity of data from various sources. 

3.4. SAMPLE SELECTION 
This is choosing of representatives of the total population to be investigated 

and the findings generalized. For every selected village 30 respondents were 

chosen as sample size. This was done by listing names of all villages of the 

sub-county each on a different paper which was folded and shals:en in a 

container. This was done without replacement and five papers were chosen 

randomly to represent the selected villages for research. These villages 

include Mulagye, Butta, Luteete, Mityabili and Bamunanika. Bringing the 

total to 150 respondents who were parents, 5 village chairpersons from the 

selected villages to reveal the statistics as well as 1 probation officer who 

handles children and affairs at community level. 

3.5. ETHICAL CONSIDERATION 
At the arranged meeting points for carrying out research, the researcher 

came into contact with respondents. The researcher also ensured that 

politeness and friendliness was excised. Introductions where done as being 

a student who was carrying out research rather than a politician as many 

had thought before. This drove away the hostility and instead the 

respondents offered to help for the success of the study. 

The researcher also informed them the objectives of the research which was 

to investigate why children are denied of their education rights and its effect 

to socio-economic development. Respondents getting assured that the 

18 



researcher was a student, all hopes of getting anything in return for the 

information they were giving were erased. 

The researcher assured them that the information was confidential and the 

use of pseudo names was to be used for anonymity. This did away with the 

fear respondents had in providing information. 

3.6. DATA COLLECTION 

A range of data collection methods were employed to help into the 

investigation of children's denial of their education right and its effect to 

socio-economic development. In order for the research to acquire accurate 

infonnation, data collection approaches such s focus group discussion, 

interview and questionnaire were employed. 

3.7. QUESTIONNAIRE 

In order to receive all the necessary information for the research from 

respondents, a questionnaire was constructed. These are questions printed 

on paper requiring respondents to read and understand then either tick the 

appropriate corresponding box or cycle the correct word as filled in by the 

educated parents to give their opinion on the research objectives, 150 

respondents filled in the questionnaire. 

The questionnaire content was simple to understand for it was designed for 

quick answer formulation with questions which were factual, requiring 

definite answers as well as opinion question composition asking the opinion 

of the respondent. 

3.8. INTERVIEW 
This means coming face to face with the interviewee and asking questions as 

regards the research objectives while the researcher notes the responses. 

Interview was used for 25 children who had dropped out of school to verify 

reasons for school dropout. 
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On addition to the interview, participant observation methods were used so 

as to get information from children. Friendly interviews in form of games 

with the children so as to obtain information from them were played. The 

level of data obtained from children's interview verified the action of parents. 

Interview is the best data collecting methods to a researcher because its 

flexible leads to quick understanding by the use of probes such as what do 

you mean? Can you explain further? This takes out doubt and places the 

researcher into the shoes of the interviewee. The questions in the interview 

were open ended which gave interviewees freedom of expression and wording 

of questions accordingly. 

3.9. FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION 

These are small interaction groups of 2 or 3 were the interviewer meets the 

interviewee/s to collect data for the research. In order to sure that the 

information given through the questionnaire is dependant, focus group 

discussion was employed for correct statistics. The respondents in this group 

were those knowledgeable about the reasons that led children dropout of 

school. 

These included the probation officer at the police who is concerned with 

children affairs and handle cases of child abuse like defilement, early 

marriages, and child labour. The 5 LC chairperson who handles conflict 

cases in families which also lead children to dropout of school. The 

Gombolola chief who is concerned with monitoring universal primary and 

secondary education's performance. Focus group discussion brings out 

people's ideas and motives towards a given concept that is for this research, 

the future of children who have dropped out of school and its effect to socio

economic development. 
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3.10. DATA ANALYSIS 

To ensure consistency and accuracy, data was checked every single day of 

data collection and recorded and checked to see if it marched well with the 

themes and objectives of the study. 

At the end of each day of field research, questionnaires were checked to 

ensure consistency and accuracy. Questionnaire data was recorded in note 

books and data analyzed according to the objectives of the study. 

3.11. LIMITATIONS ENCOUNTERED DURING THE RESEARCH STUDY 

Time keeping was poorly managed, to gather all the respondents at the scene 

of the interview were not easy. Both children and parents are involved in 

income fetching activities and house work especially the women. It was 

always tiresome to remind them the previous day so as to keep time which 

most of them now got used to. 

The research was very costly because it involved lots of traveling to 

Bamunanika Sub County from Kampala and the transport fare being high. 

In some villages ta.xis leave for Kampala in the morning and will settle back 

in these villages late in the evening leaving the researcher with no option but 

to hire a motor bike which is far more expensive but faster. 

The weather conditions at times were unfavorable for example too much mid

morning and afternoon sunshine while walking to villages. Limited by 

resources, many of the interviews were so poor, some had no beddings, 

shoes others wore tattered clothes and others sick who expected a little 

something from me for survival yet little or no help was offered. All the 

same, the people were friendly and for the hot weather, an umbrella was 

carried. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION OF DATA AND ANALYSIS 

4.0 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the finding of the study whose purpose is to 

investigate into the reasons of children's denial of their right to education 

and its effect to social economic development. 

Analysis, interpretation and interviews were done from the findings of 150 

respondents (75 males, 75 females) from Bamunanika sub-county in the 

villages of Mulagye, Butta, Luteete, Mityabili and Bamunanika. The local 

council, children and the probation officer were also included in the 

research. 

The table below shows the selected sample structure and size who were the 

sources of the responses given into investigation of children's denial of their 

education rights and its effect to socio-economic development. 

Table 1: Sample structure and size 

Village Male Female Total 

Mulagye 15 15 30 

Butta 15 15 30 

Lutate 15 15 30 

Mityabili 15 15 30 

Bamunanika 15 15 30 

Total 75 75 150 

Source: field research 
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SOCIAL ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

4.1 Age 
Ranged from 18 to 60 years and above. The basis of the research were 

formed by adults who were 150 (100%). Other adults included the LCs who 

were 5 (0.9%) and the probation officer 1 (0.1%). The research into age 

structure revealed that the problems in life are experienced in varying ways 

according to age. 

4.2 Sex 
The research solicited views and ideas from a total of 150 respondents of 

Bamunanika sub-county out of whom, 65 (50%) were male, 65 (50%) female 

the ratio was 50:50 to both male and female respectively which was aimed at 

almost getting equal comparison of male and female respondents. 

4.3 Marital status 
In married people, the responsibility of education provision to children is 

either shared or a males' concern but in females' headed households needs 

provisions is a soul responsibility of the female. Women lack access to 

resources yet their families are more in number than for men. This means 

children from women headed families have minimal opportunities of joining 

school as shown from the table below; 

Table 2: Marital status 

Male %age Female %age Total %age 

Married 70 48% 10 4% 80 52% 

Single ------ ------ 5 2% 5 2% 

Divorce 5 2% 20 15% 25 17% 

Widow ------- ------- 40 29% 40 29% 

Total 75 50% 75 50% 150 100% 

Source: Field research 
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Table 2: Marital status 

Male %age Female %age Total %age 

Married 70 48% 10 4% 80 52% 

Single ------ ------ 5 2% 5 2% 

Divorce 5 2% 20 15% 25 17% 

Widow ------- ------- 40 29% 40 29% 

Total 75 50% 75 ·so% 150 100% 

Source: Field research 

4.4 Employment status 

This was put under 2 categories of employed and unemployed. A total of 93 

(46%) were employed at a time of the study of which 49 (29%) were male and 

31 (19%) female. This means more males than female were employed and 

more females were unemployed than men. The findings confirm that due to 

the increasing female headed families, women are also slowly getting 

empowered economically so as to earn an income to sustain their families 

which reduces on children dropping out of school due to poverty. The 

statistics is revealed in the table below. 

Table 3: Employment status 

Tittles Male Female Total 

No. % No. % No % 

Employed 51 29% 32 19% 82 65% 

Unemployed 24 12% 43 19% 47 35% 

Total 75 41% 75 38% 150 100 

Source: field research 

4.5 Nature of Marriage 

Of the 75 (50%) male respondents were all married and involved in polygamy 

and non was involved in a monogamous family. Of the 75 female 
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more males than female were employed and more females were unemployed 

than men. The findings confirm that due to the increasing female headed 

families, women are also slowly getting empowered economically so as to 

earn an income to sustain their families which reduces on children dropping 

out of school due to poverty. 

4.5 Nature of Marriage 
Polygamy is a source of increased expenditure in families and is so 

pronounced in African cultures yet leading children not to go to school as 

show in the graph below; 

Table 4. Nature of Marriage 

Male %Age Female %Age Total %age 

Monogamy - 0 25 10 15 10% 

Polygamy 75 50% 50 40% 115 90% 

Total 75 50% 75 50% 150 100% 

Source: Field Research 

As illustrated in the table above, 75 (50%) male respondents were all married 

and involved in polygru:ny and non was involved in a monogamous family. Of 

the 75 female respondents, 50 (40%) who had divorced, the cause was 

polygamy. Children in polygamous families are denied the right to education 

because it leads to extended families which are viewed by family heads as a 

source of labor, but reduce savings and families' ability to pay school fees. It 

also means that the extra marital relations lead children to grow up in the 

responsibility of step parents who will neglect them in terms of education. 
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4.6 Number of years in Marital Union 

The 30 (21%) married male had experienced marital union 1-15 years and 

16-20 years while as female experience of marital union was 15 (9%) with 

years between 3-6 and 11-15 years. As shown in the table below; 

Table 5: Number of years in Marital Union 

Years Male Female 

2- 0 30 

· 2-6 0 15 

7-10 0 15 

11-15 30 15 

16-20 30 0 

20- 15 0 

Source: field Research 

This revealed that women were unhappy in marriage than men. Many female 

respondents chose to go out of marital union early yet men sustained 

marriage with multiple sexual partners. The children become the victims of 

circumstances because they can not fend for themselves yet also the parents 

are involved in finding other sexual partners than education of their siblings. 

Females also carry the burden of looking after children yet they do not own 

resources, meaning their children would often drop out of school. 

Reasons for children are not going to school. 

Out of the 150(100%) respondents who were asked the reasons why children 

do not go to school, 95% said poverty was perceived to be the major reason 

that children never went to school. Males without money though married 

with children were treated with disrespect hence could not afford basic needs 

as well as school dues to have their children in schools. 

Another reason as to why children failed to go to school is that in families 

that were headed by females, 40 (29%) of these widow's children did not 
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attend school because the property that was left behind by their late 

husbands had been grabbed by relatives to the husband and never had any 

means through which their families would be provided for, so they were poor 

to afford the necessities to take children to school. 

The study also reveled that 85% of the female headed families had a big 

budget on basic need expenditure because they did not have husbands to 

cater for them. When the opportunity cost t in such families are food, shelter 

and water the alternative foregone will be education and health for their 

children leading to illiteracy and malnutrition. Like wise male headed 

households are engrossed in poverty because 98% are polygamous in nature. 

This means therefore that the family head will have a heavy dependant 

burden leading to low savings and low investment to afford taking children to 

school. Children are also growing under the influence of step parents who 

will have no interest in their going to school hence a reason as to why 

children are not going to school. 

The children, who had suffered under poverty, were living miserable life and 

hoped for a change that one day they would join school. Some children had 

this to say on addition to responses of parents; 

"I can not imagine myself in a new school uniform with a budge, new bag 

new shoes, socks and a food container going to school..." 

"My father has no money even for enough food, so how can I go to school 

when even my big sister did not go to school" hence the reason as to why 

children do not go to school. 

Poverty being the mam reason why children do not go to school, the LCS 

were contacted to verify the facts of the findings and confirmed that some 

men are too lazy to work and fight poverty. They went forward to say that 

these men are still embedded in the traditional systems of land and property 

grabbing of widows and orphans who promote family cohesion and spending 
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much more money in courts of law and time. 75% of the widows had at once 

conflicted with the in-laws and others thrown out of their own homes with 

children. The in-laws failure to respect the constitution which provides for 

and safe guards the fundamental human rights of the orphans and the 

widows. Due to poverty, people have become corrupt to the fact that they 

grow rich on the poor people's expenses such as the orphans and widows 

hence not being able to even afford education. 

Assertions from the interviews carried out also indicated that witchcraft was 

a reason why children did not go to school. 

"It is the men who call for bewitching them. When a man over batters' you 

for the step-child's love, the only solution is to bewitch him to safeguard your 

marriage" female respondents. 

Further more, it was said that, step mothers bewitch men and 

psychologically turn them off the needs of the children. 70% of families 

experience chaos from father or mothers to children which are more 

intensified by extra marital relations or step mothers and fathers. 

The study further revealed that children can be bewitched into mental and 

physical handicapped ness hence causing hatred from parents who then 

decide to deny them the right to education. 

However witchcraft is also noted for child sacrifice to overcome poverty in a 

family as well as dedication of children to family gods. It's noted that 

children initiated into the spiritual realm of gods can not have rights to 

education. 

It was surprising, for 66% of the respondents mentioned culture being one of 

the factors that children did not go to school. Culture opened ways into 

gender education inequality where by boy children were more educated than 

girls. This was so because African cultures value boys because they extend 

lineage, boy children become heirs after the death of the family heads and 

are entitled to inherent rights from parents. 
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becoming bored in class because they are only taught by fellow children who 

act as class monitors children are also too many per class setting to monitor 

their daily class performance by these "tired" and unpaid teachers. 

Family instabilities are as a result of drunken parents, women not 

controlling resources were issues reported that led parents into fighting 

hence shame in front of their children. The children being forced to seek 

refuge from neighbors at night. On the contrary, fighting parents can not 

save money for children's fees and scholastic materials therefore; poor 

planning will increase the drop out rate of children from school due to 

limited budgets. 

Children's peace was disrupted in troubled homes leading them a way to 

places where they are defiled through brutality and cruelty which is hitting 

comprehensive levels. There has been an extreme case of defilement noted by 

the research. This is having sexual intercourse with a girl who is below the 

age of consent: which is 18 years of Uganda and who ever is found guilty of 

defilement suffers death under the penal code section 123(1). 

School dropout rate is affected by defilement whose effects were revealed as 

unwanted pregnancies which occur 1-5% for every defilement. Children go 

out of schools due to physical, mental and psychological trauma after 

becoming victims of defilement. 

Early marriages were a witness of defilement influenced by culture and poor 

economic status. Children are forced into marriage to men who after 

defilement, pregnancies have resulted. Children's parents are compensated 

with money while the former become illiterate and their future is doomed. 

This also is a direction to unhappy marriages and families which eventually 

results into divorce and separation and children become destitute mainly 
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under the help of step parents who will do anything to succeed in dropping 

these children out of school. 

While being infected with HIV/ AIDS and other related STDS such as 

gonorrhea, syphilis and trichomoniasis may be as a result of defilement, the 

research noted that, this leads to psychological implication which cause 

feelings of shame, hopelessness and lowered self-esteem that lead children 

out of school due to defilement trauma syndrome. Children drop out of 

school due to effects of severe stress causing muscle ache, headache, and 

chronic gastro intestinal distress and prefer death to life so continuing with 

school would be unless. 

On addition to the findings of the research given by respondents above, the 

probation officer mentioned abortions as a drive to school dropout rate. This 

increased the number of girls much more than boys who dropout of school, 

others end up in hospitals with life time illness such as bruises and tears 

which causes injuries in the reproductive system hence infertility. This is at 

50% for every abortion. If not treated early death will occur. It was noted that 

children who get unwanted pregnancies will fear to reveal it to their parents 

because it brings shame to this family of the pregnant girls. There is also 

protection of the father to be who may not have enough money to afford 

dowry. Children run a way from school to go and abort without consideration 

of their lives and the future. 

The research noted with concern the effects of the NRM war in the 1980s in 

Luwero triangle in which life and property were lost leading to devastating 

effect which is still heart felt till today. Social structures like schools, roads, 

hospitals and communication links are worse than before the way, people 

were displaced this is evident with the scarce population viewed. There many 

headed child families whose parents died in the way. There is prolonged 

suffering and there is no family income which was left by parents to children. 
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This brings out the image why children even with the provision of UPE and 

USE, drop out of school because they can not afford scholastic materials to 

keep them going. 

When changes occur, there always ways made to fit into them therefore the 

study shows that it's not the will of children to dropout of school but do so 

because they spend most of their time working for money to earn a standard 

of living. That is, these orphans do domestic work which may be too heavy 

for them and is as a result of step parents torture who even deny them food 

and malnourished the1n to an extent of lack of energy to continue in school. 

To stress that children drop out of school due to child torture. An interview 

was conducted with the 12 year old orphan who had lost her parents to 

HIV/ AIDS and had been adopted into her new family. Her face showed 

unhappiness. She worked too hard in domestic chores and missed school 

many times. Even when she worked way too fast to go to school, she could 

not because there was a young one to look after while her mother went to 

work at the farm and it was planting season hence, had to dropout of school. 

It was revealed that the interviewee did not enjoy the rights of a child and 

also lacked the harmonious living and personal development that education 

provides plus an atmosphere of affection and social security which is the 

responsibility of a parent or guardian to the child. She was physically and 

emotionally abused, through beating her and starvation, had too much hair, 

on her head, grown nails and dirty clothes a symbol to show that despite 

being in her teenage, she did not consider her life valuable and preferred to 

follow her parents to the grave. 

This showed that 80% of orphaned children have their education rights 

denied which makes life miserable as a result run to the streets for safety 

from nagging relatives who even exploit them sexually but suffer in silence. 
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Strategies to reduce high school drop out rate 

In search of reasons on what should be done to reverse the trend of school 

drop out, the study noted the need to abolish social cultural practices, beliefs 

and institutions vis-a-vis their influence on the education rights of children. 

These cultures should be scrapped out because of their backwardness which 

includes preference of education rights given to boys than girls, forced 

marriages, to be replaced with modern and better cultural values, which 

appreciate equal status of education for both girls and boys. 

Respondents identified law strengthening policies and community programmes 

to handle problems that cause education denial e.g. defilement and child 

labour. The need of the LCs, probation office and the commission of offences 

should be notified so as trails proceed in not less than 3 month and 

imprisonment or death sentence for the offenders. This would be exemplary to 

would be defilers ru1d those who torture children. 

The LCs responded by seeking permission from the education ministry to 

introduce sex education on the curriculum so that children are assured of the 

effects of early sex and taught not to involve in love relationships till they have 

acquired education. This will reverse the trend of school dropout. 

Female respondents were notable in mentioning getting e1npowered through 

human rights development which regard provision of basic needs among them, 

is education that develops a personality of affection, moral and social security. 

If these human rights matters are discussed with children, they get empowered 

to claim the right to education as well as reporting those who abuse it. This will 

reverse the trend of school dropout. 

The respondents showed concern for increasing the number of universal 

secondary education schools to handle the increasing number of pupils from 
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This showed that 80% of orphaned children have their education rights 

denied which makes life miserable as a result run to the streets for safety 

from nagging relatives who even exploit them sexually but suffer in silence. 

Strategies to reduce high school drop out rate 

In search of reasons on what should be done to reverse the trend of school 

drop out, the study noted the need to abolish social cultural practices, 

beliefs and institutions vis-a-vis their influence on the education rights of 

children. These cultures should be scrapped out because of their 

backwardness which includes preference of education rights given to boys 

than girls, forced marriages, to be replaced with modern and better cultural 

values, which appreciate equal status of education for both girls and boys. 

Respondents identified law strengthening policies and community 

programmes to handle problems that cause education denial e.g. defilement 

and child labour. The need of the LCs, probation office and the commission 

of offences should be notified so as trails proceed in not less than 3 month 

and imprisonment or death sentence for the offenders. This would be 

exemplary to would be defilers and those who torture children. 

The LCs responded by seeking permission from the education ministry to 

introduce sex education on the curriculum so that children are assured of 

the effects of early sex and taught not to involve in love relationships till they 

have acquired education. This will reverse the trend of school dropout. 

Female respondents were notable in mentioning getting empowered through 

human rights development which regard provision of basic needs among 

them, is education that develops a personality of affection, moral and social 

security. If these human rights matters are discussed with children, they get 

empowered to claim the right to education as well as reporting those who 

abuse it. This will reverse the trend of school dropout. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter are the important findings of the research which is the 

children's denial of their education rights and its effects to socio-economic 

development, with specification of Bamunanika sub-county in Luwero 

district in the central region of Uganda. There fore, the conclusions and 

recommendations are drawn bearing on the critique of the above findings 

and interpretations which will act as a base line of efficiency and 

effectiveness in addressing constraints faced as a result of children's denial 

of their education rights and its effect to social-economic development. This 

should be a major point of focus. 

5.2 SUMMARY OF THE MAIN FINDINGS 

The concept of the denial of children's rights to education and its effect to 

socio-economic development is a major problem experienced in sub-Saharan 

Africa of which Uganda is part and Luwero District is one of the most 

affected. 

There are many factors as to why children do not go to school and why 

others are forced to dropout. Some of the factors among others include 

ignorance of parents through their backward cultures of caring for children 

differently according to sex, the effect of the NRA war in Luwero triangle that 

lasted almost a decade and ended in 1987 whose effects are evident in 

Luwero District till today, poverty of parents even with UPE and USE, they 

can not afford school requirements to sustain children in school. 

The study findings also showed a high dependency ration because many 

children did not go to school meaning that parents were burdened by their 

own children's needs as a result of being in polygamous families in which 

children are tortured by step-parents or the burden was through extending 
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care to orphan children. The dependency syndrome was also viewed through 

less number of women being employed which meant women depended much 

on the support of their husband or the male counterparts because the 

former had assumed their roles were in the bedroom as well as in the 

kitchen which made them ignore being empowered through education. 

It was noted with concern that male headed families had many problems of 

conflict and denial of the children their education rights. Such problems 

mentioned were witchcraft to win over love of men in polygamous families, 

child labour and torture of children under step parent's care. There was also 

unfounded fear because the probation office had many defilement cases to 

handle which meant that those close to children are the ones who sexually 

abuse them and such matters are kept in silence due to fear of shame 

brought to the family. This traumatizes children because after being defiled 

they can become pregnant and hence either early marriage or abortion 

occurs. This mal{es the dropout rate from school go high and at times death 

of children at tender ages. 

The focus of the study proved that there were many child headed families in 

which children worked way to much to fend for their young sisters and 

brothers. This meant the elder children could not go to school due to the 

care they were giving young ones. The parents of these children had died and 

left behind nothing for them to survive on. This showed that child labor was 

voluntarily participated in, for orphans who survived by themselves and 

forcefully for children who were under the influence of cruel and abusive 

step parents. Nevertheless, this meant that both categories of children were 

denied their education rights. 

5.3 CONCLUSIONS 

Drawing lessons from the literature reviewed and the study findings of the 

objectives, it can be concluded that children's denial of their education rights 
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are as a result of poverty, wars and conflict, extra-marital relations, child 

labor, drunkardness, poor cultures and defilement. It can be therefore 

concluded that most children in Bamunanika sub-county are pushing their 

way forward to acquiring education and capturing chances provided in UPE 

and USE. However, illiteracy and poor education levels are still very high. 

The findings however, show high dependence burden on family heads that 

they find difficulties to cater for the education needs of the children. This is 

as a result of polygamy which even extends the family. From the research, 

it's concluded that the best performers in handling the education needs of 

children are female headed families who have even improved standards of 

living than the male family heading counterparts. 

In conclusion, the study shows improved women empowerment in social, 

econornic and political spheres although there is still need for capacity 

building which education can do. 

The study also indicated that the social structures were weak to improve the 

standards of living for the people in Bamunanika sub-county. There were 

fewer universal secondary schools. This meant that these schools handled a 

bigger population of students than expected leading to teachers being over 

worked and underpaid their salaries in areas always which lowers teaching 

ability hence education standards going down due to lack of that stiff 

competition in schools. It was concluded that there is need for government to 

improve education such that its products are not "semi-baked" but rather 

competitive and skillful persons whose contribution will improve GDP rather 

than individuals being dependant. 

The study further indicates no resource development from which revenue 

can be collected. Children were disappointed with their stay in school 

because there were no professional jobs for those who had successfully 
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finished school and had to search jobs else where rather than in their own 

sub-county Bamunanika. 

In finding out what should be done to reverse the trend of school dropout, 

the study revealed the efforts of the probation department Act Cap 106 

(1964) which was mandated to promote child protection and welfare and 

family conflicts. It does not compromise with those who abuse children and 

never favor males or females who neglect child education rights. Children 

have also been oriented to report abusive parents who are then judged in 

courts of law and punished for denying children an education. 

The study findings further indicate the government involvement in provision 

of UPE and USE such that children are not denied their education rights. 

The government along with NGOs like Plan international has improved the 

study environment and hygiene levels in schools. The study findings show 

that much as children have joined and been initiated into the education 

system, many of them are from poor backgrounds toppled with ignorance, 

diseases and poverty. A teenage girl will dropout of school due to lack of 

sanitary towels. Due to fears of being laughed at by her peers, decides to 

dropout of school. This is an issue to be addressed and calls for the 

introduction of sex education as well as provision for children from poor 

backgrounds with all what is needed to stay in schools. This will make 

children confident while at school rather than dropout. 

The reasons as to why schools, roads and dispensaries were in a poor 

economic state is because of a very narrow tax base from which revenue is 

generated to maintain these social structures. This shows that poverty goes 

hand in hand with low incomes, high dependency ratios, low savings, and 

law investments; this cycle of poverty can only be broken through fighting of 

ignorance and illiteracy which education can provide. 
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Strict monitoring and supervision of all parents with school going age 

children, by the LCs and the Gombolola chiefs to be certain that these 

children benefit from education rather than being denied the chance. 

Children also influenced by peer groups to leave school, should be punished 

and sensitized on the education benefits then sent back to school. 

NGOs activities should widen their scope by assisting child headed families 

by providing them with basic needs and also tal<e care of the existing 

programmes such as functional adult literacy programme so as the adults 

also benefit from education. Who were once denied the chance at child hood. 

This is not only the responsibility of NGOs but also government departments 

and other stakeholders who together need to draw a strategic plan with 

indicators of success and intervention methodologies which will shine the 

fruits of education. 

Children should be encouraged to delay sex as this is the only way through 

which their lives in schools can be sustained. This can be done by parents, 

religious leaders, clan leaders and teachers. There should be campaigns on 

children keeping themselves pure and rewards offered in appreciation. 

Avoid cultures which promote defilement incidences notable of which, are 

the circumcision dances. These should only tal<e place during day time, 

Grand parents should stop addressing their grand children as "husbands" or 

"wife" for boys and girls respectively. Some of these old people view these 

children as real husband or wife and subject them to being defiled. It's 

evident that those close to children are the ones who defile them. 

In conclusion, children's denial of their education rights is not a way forward 

to prosperity but rather a destruction which this research along with the 

recommendations, hopes to eradicate the root causes of the problem and 
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5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It should be noted that the recommendations are based on the study 

findings and for that reason, are given in by both the research's knowledge 

and the interviewees in the investigation children's denial of their education 

rights and its effects to socio-economic development. In respect of the study, 

the fo1lowing recommendations were suggested. 

Advocate for education and its benefits to both young and adults through 

sensitization manuals, journals and magazines which wilJ guide awareness 

to the masses. This is aimed at curbing ignorance and illiteracy rates. These 

should be printed to include career guidance and also distributed at no cost, 

such that both children and parents pick interest in school. 

The education offered in school should be revised from being theoretical to 

practical skills. This will help children to become self sustaining in the 

future, in catering for their needs as well as have an improved standard of 

living. 

The government and NGOs should strengthen poverty alleviation strategies 

and money lending institutions. The interest rates on borrowed funds should 

be affordable, people should first be sensitized on how to beneficiary put to 

use borrowed funds for efficiency at poverty alleviation. This will also assist 

parents to afford education needs for their children. 

There is need to strengthen policies and community programmes which 

enforce law and order, they should also be expanded country wide with 

centres of arbitration established in both the police and courts. This will help 

to protect children from defilement, torture and neglect which lead to 

children denial of their education rights. Children who are victims of such 

are traumatized but the abusers walk free on the streets. Sexual offences 

should be tired with in 3 month and a life sentence or death for the guilty 

ones but not settled between families. 
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looks forwards to information to enhance respect for a bright future and 

uphold of human rights and improvement in socio-economic development. 

It should also be known in addition that children's denial of their education 

rights can collectively be over come with combined effort of government, 

NGOs stakeholders, cultural leaders and religious leaders but above all, the 

local council leaders because they know most of the people in the 

community, they command people's trust and if called up on, they are the 

first to respond to family complaints so it is easy to ascertain cases of 

children's denial of their education rights and its effects to socio-economic 

development. If the guidelines are followed, all children will enjoy equal 

education rights. 
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APPENDIX ONE 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

KAMPALA INTERNATINAL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND LAW 

TOPIC: CHILDREN'S DENIAL OF THE EDUCATION RIGHT AND ITS 

EFFECT TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

A Questionnaire for simple randomly selected parents in Bamunanika sub

county in the villages of Mulagy, Butta, Luteete, Mityabile and Bamunanika. 

These included a total of 125 respondents inclusive of men and women. 

Introduction 

Dear respondent, 

This is to invite you to participate in this research study whose objectives 

will ensure finding solutions to children's denial of the education right and 

its effect to socio-economic development. It will also ensure lasting peace at 

both family and community levels. Your response will be kept confidential 

and anonymous therefore, only used for research and intervention purposes. 

Thank you in advance for allowing to participate. 
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THE PROBATION OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

This is the department which handles issues related to children and family 

problems. They file statistics on children's denial of their education rights 

and the causes of such abuse. 

1. How do you help a neglected child of school going age or one who has 

dropped out of school? 

2. What reasons are given for not letting children go to school? 

3. How would you convict a parent found guilty by law for denying 

children their education rights? 

4. How would you reverse the trend of the increased number of school 

dropout? 
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