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ABSTRACT 

The study basically examined the barriers to effective commtmication of children with hearing 

impairment in schools. It was carried out in Labongo Layamo sub-county Kitgum district. 

Questionnaires and interviews were used as instrument for collecting the data. A total of 19 

respondents were involved in the study. These respondents included the head teachers, teachers, 

children, parents and secretary for disability L.C II. 

The study investigated: 

• The study level of communication difficulties in children with hearing impairment 

• The behavior patterns of these children 

• Challenges faced by their teachers 

• Improvement on communication difficulties of children with hearing impairment 

This research revealed that, lack of special needs teachers and parental involvement has greatly 

caused or affected learners with communication due to hearing impairment. Their rights have 

been abused and their quality of life greatly declined. However, the study noted that the schools 

and other stakeholders in education including NGO's have made tremendous contributions in 

forms of identification and placement, tracing and resettlement, guidance and counseling and 

vocational training among others. 

Numbers of suggestions have been advance for the improvement of communication amongst 

learners with hearing impairment. Some few were guidance and counseling which was seen as 

the major way to enable these children improved. While emphasis was also put on training 

special teachers to help them in schools and building of rehabilitation centers these were thought 

to be the main issues to address in order to have a better citizens and some others as shown in 

chapter four. 
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CHAPTER ONE: 

INTRODUCTION: 

BACKGROUND: 

The Salamanca statement of (1994) called for action on special needs Education. The 

guiding principle for frame work states that schools should accommodate all children 

regardless of their physical, intellectual social emotional, linguistic or their condition. 

in addition, the world of declaration on education for all the frame work for action to 

meet basic learning needs by the Jomtien conference in the year 1990. Article! states that 

every person -child, youth and adult shall be able to benefit from educational 

opportunities designed to meet their basic learning. 

The education of children in Uganda has been embedded in the National constitution of 

(1995).Which is clearly stated in Article 30 of the constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 

Provides all Uganda children to access Education. Articles 35, on the other hand provide 

for all person with disability to help them rallies their full potential. 

Again in Article 2, of the convention on the Right of child stresses that, all rights apply to 

all children without exception and that it is the states obligation to protect children form 

any form of discrimination and to take positive action to protect their rights. The United 

Nations approved this in 1989. 
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The District ofKitgum has suffered from rebel activities since 1986 up to date. The 

conflict in Northern Uganda has inflicted massive suffering on the civilian population and 

the children of Acholi thus many children are traumatized due to the unpleasant, 

happening, this has affected the normal functioning of an individual in schools and in 

common noise which has caused many to loose their hearing ability. 

An observation made on children with learning impairment reveals that they are 

aggressive when they are both in school and at home these children experience the 

following problems. 

Most of them are being rejected by the classroom teachers from entering the class and the 

few who enter the class are not being attended to by the teachers thinking that these 

children are too dull, which make these children to isolate themselves form the rest of the 

hearing peers. 

Most of the children are being punished because most of them get difficulties in 

following verbal instruction given to them by of the classroom teacher. 

Teachers on the other hand are not even guiding and counseling these children with 

hearing problem. 

Some hearing children also mock these children with hearing impairment because they 

answer thing which is not even asked due to poor hearing and these makes them shy 

away from trying to communicate while in class or school as a whole causing them to 

drop out. 
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Another is over protection by the parents to these children; parents do not give 

opportunity to these children to play with their hearing peers. Parents do not give these 

children with hearing impairment scholastic materials like books, pens, and uniform 

because these children sometimes do badly in school or exams. 

However there are some none- governmental organizations that have come out to help 

those group of children example CCF, UNICEF, WORLD VISION and others including 

NUDIPU, UNAD who are working tirelessly to see that these learners are accommodated 

in schools and achieved their goal in the life as human being and the introduction of 

UNISE is to train teachers on the sign language for better understanding of these groups 

oflearners in order to achieve their educational needs. 

As a teacher for fourteen years, I have realized that many children with hearing 

impairment seem not to receive adequate attention from teachers in an inclusive setting. 

This might be because of the methods used or skills to help children with special needs. 

In some schools today, resources are in adequate which means that some children have 

no opportunity to access them. 

STATEMENT FOR THE PROBLEM: 

It is constitutional right all children attain basic education in an inclusive setting. 

Therefore, all learners are to be enrolled in schools and given equal opportunities to 

participate and acquire knowledge and skills for better future of an individual. It has been 

noted that communication difficulties is one of the most complex barriers that hinders the 
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acquisition of knowledge, skills values, and other aspects of development in children thus 

prompted researcher to investigate on the title of this study. 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY: 

The purpose of the study was to investigate the barriers of effective communication of 

children with hearing impairment; their behavior patterns to enable the child cope with 

academic challenges and improve on their quality of life as a whole 

OBJECTIVE: 

• Finding out the major problem out the major problem facing children with 

hearing impairment in regards to communication 

• To find out challenges met by teachers in handling learners with hearing 

impairment. 

• Laying out and suggesting some of the strategies on how these problems can be 

addressed. 

SIGNIFICANTS OF THE STUDY: 

The researcher had the hope that this study would help in; 

• Identifying some of the major problems facing children with communication 

difficulties. 

• Guiding school administrators, teachers and other professionals in planning for 

education of these children with communication difficulties. 

• Helps us to understand how children with hearing impairment behave so that 

appropriate intervention can be given. 
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• Improving communication: the teacher, parents and children with communication 

difficulties. 

THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY: 

The study was carried out taking into accounts three main different aspects. One of them 

focused on attitudes of people working with children with learning impairment. The 

academic performance and behavior patterns of these children in school and community 

at large. 

Research questions: 

1. What are the major problems facing children hearing impairment in aninclussive 

setting? 

11. What are the root causes of these problems identified? 

m. What difficulties do the teachers experience in teaching children with 

communication difficulties? 

1v. What should be done to improve the academic performance of children with 

hearing impairment? 

Limitation: 

During the study the researcher experiences the following limitations; 

1. Scarcity of literature on education of children with hearing impairment. 

ii. As a teacher with low income, financial constraints caused some inconveniences 

during data collection. 

iii. Insufficient time to conduct the study, printing and compiling. 
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iv. Some respondents especially the teachers have negative attitudes towards these 

learners with special needs hence caused some delay in data analysis. 

Delimitations: 

This study was easy due to the following advantages to the researcher. 

1. The target group was available. 

ii. The researcher was known in the area of study so she could interact freely. 

iii. The distance between these schools and the villages was not long. 

iv. Being a born of a place, the researcher was competent enough in the local 

language used. 

Definitions of terms: 

Hearing impairment: Is a general term indicating a hearing disability which ranges from 

mild to profound. 

Children: These are persons below the age of 18 years. 

Education: Is the building up in an individual organization of knowledge, skills, habits, 

attitudes, values and ideas that will aid the individual in living a happy and protective 

life. 

Salamanca Jomtien: these were policies that have led to inclusive education in Uganda. 

Inclusive education or main stream. 

This is a process of addressing learners' needs within the ordinary school using all the 

available researches to create opportunities to learn in preparing them for a good quality 

of life within their natural environment. 
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CHAPTER TWO: 

LITERATURE REVIEW: 

Introduction: 

This chapter review areas of others and researchers both in and out Uganda in connection 

to the topic studied. The sources of information were magazines, text books; media 

based, news papers, pamphlets. 

The area reviews are as follows; 

• The barriers to communication amongst children with hearing impairment. 

• The behavior patterns of children with hearing impairments. 

" Challenges faced by teachers in teaching these children. 

• Improvement of communication amongst learners with hearing impairment. 

MEANING OF COMMUNICATION DIFFICULTIES:-

According to Birgit, define communication difficulties as problems for which speech & 

language are permanently or temporarily inadequate to meet communication needs. 

However, despite the above definitions, the researcher feels that communication 

difficulties should be defined as the inability to express ones' ideas, opinions, feelings & 

information due to a disorder in language. 
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COMMUNICATION DIFFICULTIES:-

Should not be mistaken as a failure to communicate but it should be seen as a social 

problem which limits ones' way of interacting with the others. 

Communication difficulties are due to many factors which include, impairment, deft 

palate, malformation of nose and many others. 

Van Riper (1978) like Moerk' s also designed communication deviation in the way one 

sends and receives information which causes the sender or the receiver to be distressed. 

According to Moerk, (1977), it was defined that communication difficulties are some 

interference that affect the moral transmission of information from person to person. 

Jane Allan, (1996) noted the followings as the major obstacles to communication. 

• Difference in person perception 

• Difference in context 

• External interference 

• Interference e.g. assumption, anxiety & emotions. 
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THE PROBLEM BROUGHT AS A RESULT OF 

COMMUNICATIONDIFFICULTIES: 

Communication difficulties due to hearing impairment bring so many problems to the 

child's learning & development that one can not mention all. Therefore problems. 

Tryhus, (1978) note that "the problem that are brought by communication difficulties are 

both social education. 

SOCIAL EDUCATION 

Canards'(I978) like Tryhus, also discovered that children with communication 

difficulties due to learning impairment do not think in speech a situation which often tend 

to interfere with their academic achievements at school and school adjustment in society. 

However, Conrad's discovery is not always true the researchers feel that even though 

these children with communication difficulties do not think in speech, it is possible for 

them to achieve in school. Their poor academic performances actually stem from their 

isolation but not the way they think. According to the observation made on these children 

with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment, it is found out that their 

isolation which leads to their poor academic performances come about as a result of 

being rejected by class room teachers. 
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Educationally, these children with conununication difficulties are not being attended to 

by class room teachers. This means that the need of these children are not being met 

In support to the researchers' view Moore's, (1987) argues that, "Deaf children who have 

difficulties in expressing themselves may even be able to write, read and understand 

written language even if they do not know the specific granunatical forms in it. 

Experience has shown that most of these children with conununication difficulties are 

being punished because most of them get difficulty in following verbal instruction given 

to them by classroom teachers. These problems come about because teachers only think 

that all children learn well when they can pick verbal information, which is not true. 

Children with conununication difficulties due to learning impairment always experience 

problem of being mocked by other learning peers. These learning peers do not realized 

that these children with conununication difficulties have problem in learning. 

David Werner, (1994) noted that, "children who have normal learning treat their 

counterpart with conununication difficulties due to hearing impairment as being children 

who are mentally show" 

2.3 CHALLENGES TEACHERS FACE IN HANDLING CHILDREN WITH 

HEARING IMPAIRMENT 

- Lack of knowledge in sign language causing conununication barriers to the teachers in 

an inclusive setting 

- Rigid curriculum the time table drawn does not cater for slow learners. 

Inadequate materials to facilitate the learning of sign language by both the teachers and 

learners. Example sign language manual. 
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2.4 INTERVENTIONS SO FAR DONE TO SUPPORT LEARNING OF 

CHILDREN WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS. 

♦ Inclusion of these children within the main stream 

♦ Training of more special needs teachers to combat the communication 

gaps. 

♦ Modification of curriculum and other innovation like the introduction of 

the thematic curriculum. 

♦ Opening of more special units and schools to accommodate these learners 

with special needs for effective teaching and learning hence reduces draw out 

rates of these marginalized group. 
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CHAPTER THREE: 

METHOLOGY: 

Introduction: 

The researcher study was carried out with the aim of finding the problems facing learners 

with communication difficulties due hearing impairment. 

In order to be successful in obtaining the right information, the researcher used the 

research methodology outlined in this chapter under the following sub-topics. 

1. The area of the study. 

2. The research subject. 

3. The research instructions. 

4. The research procedure. 

5. The research data analysis. 

THE AREA OF STUDY: 

The study was carried out in Kitgum district, Labongo Layamo Sub- Cow1ty. Kitgum 

district is savannah grassland with scanty hills and seasonal streams running from east to 

west. The District borders Sudan in the North, Kotido District in the East, Pader in the 

South, and Gulu District in the West. The District of Kitgum has several Government 

aided schools but only one has integrated units and other two private handling children 

with special needs. This means most children with disabilities are in the main stream or 
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an inclusive setting of education. Kitgum District is about four hundred kilometers fro the 

capital city Kampala. 

Their economic activities is crop growing and animal raring in other word they are 

peasant farmers, growing crops like simsim, millet, cassava, sorghum and these are their 

major food crops. The District comprises of Luo speakers of the Acholi tribe with one 

county called Chua. 

THE RESEARCH SUBJECT: 

The subjects in this context is refining to people from whom the researcher collected the 

information in this case the following subject were used in the study by the researchers. 

e Five head teachers of the selected schools. 

• Two teaching staffs from each of the five schools. 

• Three parents from children's with communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment. 

• Three children with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment. 

• One secretary for disability Local council II leader (LCII) of the area in which the 

schools are found. 

• The total number of subjects which were used was twenty two respondents. 
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TABLE!: PROPOSED NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: 

Respondents Proposed Numbers Non - Respondents No.who 

responded 

Head teachers 5 1 4 

Teachers 10 2 8 

Parents 3 - 3 

Children 3 - 3 

Sec. LCII for 1 - 1 

disability 

Total 22 3 19 

Source: compiled by the researcher. 

Explanation: The table indicated the number of respondents non- respondents and 

number who responded. 

The reasons for using this subject were as follows; 

The head teacher and the teaching staff members work at the school and they gave the 

teacher relevant information about the problems facing children with communication 

difficulties, the head teachers and teaching staff also mentioned the available support 

services they had been rendering to these children and they also suggested possible 

solution to improve up on the problems they identified. 
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Parents were used because they have important roles to pay in deciding and supporting 

the learning of their children at school and at home. The parents on other hand know how 

much about the problem facing their children with communication difficulties. 

Children with communication difficulties took part in this study, since they were very 

people who face the most of these problems and they mentioned most of the problems 

they face. 

The secretary for disability in LCII was used because he/she deals directly with matters 

pertaining all categories of people with disability in the area even children. 

Parents and children were randomly chosen especially those parents who have children 

with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment while the head teachers and 

teachers together with secretary disability LCII were purposely chosen. 

The researcher's instructions. 

e Oral interview 

" The questionnaires 

The oral interview: 

Oral interview is a face to face interruption between the researcher and the respondent or 

subject for the purpose of collecting the information for the case of this study, oral 

interviews were administered to: 

• The parents of children with communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment. 
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e Children with communication difficulties. 

• Secretary for disability LCII. 

The researcher however decided to use this research document because it was quicker 

and cheaper. Secondly, the instrument enabled the researcher to modify ideas which were 

not understood by the interviewee as it gave time to repeat and change questions in to 

simpler forms. Lastly, since an interview is conversation between the researcher and the 

respondent for the purpose of colleting the information, the researcher collected a lot of 

information as the instrument allowed the discussions in details. 

Despite the above mentioned advantages of the research instrun1ent, interview also 

presented the following disadvantages to the researcher: 

• It was tedious to undertake. 

It was not possible with children with communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment as it did not give them chance to express themselves fully. However, the 

researcher tried to observe them during the process of interview. 

The questionnaire: 

This instrument according to Kakooza ( 1996) is instruments that consist of a set of 

questions to which a subject responds in witting. 

The questionnaires were administered to the head teachers and teachers. The researcher 

uses this research instruments because of the following reasons: 

• It encourages and gives room to the respondents to express their feelings freely. 
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e Questionnaire is cheap & easy to administer even to many people within the short 

period of time. 

• Lastly, questionnaire suited literate people who had the knowledge in different 

fields & know how to read and write. 

The research procedure: 

This involve how the research when about with the collection of data. The researcher 

started with the identification of research subjects that were used in the study. Then the 

researcher designed the questionnaire and interview guide and it was approved by 

research supervisor. 

Thereafter the researcher pre-tested the approved questionnaires and interview guide with 

fellow students. The researcher was then served with an introductory letter by the 

supervisor. 

Thereafter the researcher pr-tested the approved questionnaire and interview guide with 

fellow students. The researcher was then served with an introductory letter by the 

university authority. 

Questionnaires were administered and interview conducted for key informants. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

Introduction: 

Having collected the data as noted in chapter three, in this chapter detailed data is presented. The 

analysis follows the formulated research questions these are: 

• To find out the major problem facing children with hearing impairment in an inclusive 

setting 

• Find out the root causes of the problem identified 

• To find out the problems experience in teaching learners with communication difficulties 

due hearing impairment. 

• To establish off improve academic performance of children with communication 

difficulties due to hearing impairment 

This information is therefore presented in terms of table with respect to categories of respondents 

Data presentation 

Table 2; Number of Proposed Respondents 

Respondents Proposed number Number who responded Percentage 

Head teachers 5 4 80 
Teachers 10 8 80 

Parents 3 3 100 

Children 3 3 100 

Sec L C I1 for disability 1 1 100 

Total 22 19 86.4 
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According to the table 2 above, the study has aimed at having 22 respondents out of whom 

86.4% where able to participate 

All the categories of respondents were well represented as distributed in table 2 above 

Data presentation and analysis on objective one sought to find out the barriers to effective 

communication amongst with hearing impairing in Labongo Layamo sub-county. 

Teachers were asked to rate the behaviors of the children with Head Teacher, their response is 

summarized in the table below 

Table 3; Behavior of Children with Hearing Impairment 

Response Frequency Percentage 

e Good 0 0 

• Average 8 42 

e Below II 58 

Total 19 100 

As presented in table 3 above the views of respondents about communication difficulties of 

children with hearing impairment showed that (58%) agreed that the communication difficulties 

of children with hearing impairment is below average while ( 42%) mentioned that 

communication difficulties of children with hearing impairment is average. This means that 

hearing impairment has significant effect on children's communication ability hearing 

impairment has negative impact on the development of other senses. 

Data presentation and analysis on objective two sought to find out the cause of communication 

difficulties of children with hearing impairment in school and community at large. 
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Table 4; Causes of Communication difficulties for Children with Hearing Impairment 

Responses F % 

" Worries 1 5 

e Low esteem 1 5 

• Coordination Problem 14 74 

• Reduced perception 3 16 

• Total 19 100 

From table 4 above communication difficulties in children with hearing impairment is highly 

linked to co-ordination problem as scored by 74% of participants. Other factor include reduced 

perception 16%, low self esteem and wotTies each score by 5% of respondents 

This implies that hearing impairment destroys co-ordination and therefore causing imbalance 

with overall effect on personality and learning. 

Data presentation and analysis of objective three sought to find out the challenges faced by 

teachers of children with communication difficulties due to impairment in schools 
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Presentation 

Table 5; Challenges faced by Teachers 

Responses Frequency Percentage 

• Low attendance 2 11 

• Lack of parental involvement 3 15 

• Large class size 6 32 

• Indiscipline learner 2 10 

• Quarrelsome 4 21 

• Low attention span 2 11 

Total 19 100 

Research has revealed according to table 5 that (32%) on the challenges faced by a teacher in 

teaching children with communication difficulties is being due to large class size. It is difficult 

for teachers to teach them. Meanwhile (21 % ) of respondents pointed out that indiscipline is the 

major challenge in teaching children with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment, 

(15%) viewed that lack of parental involvement is a challenge in managing children with hearing 

impairment 

Data presentation and analysis on objective four sought to find out ways of addressing the 

challenges faced by learners with communication difficulties. 
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Presentation 

Table 6: Improvement on Communication difficulties of Children with Hearing 

Impairment 

Responses Frequency Percentage 

e Motivation 1 5 

• Showing love 2 11 

e Provision of scholastic material 1 5 

• Remedial teaching 3 15 

• Varying of teaching methods 4 21 

• Sensitization 8 32 

e Training special teachers 2 11 

• Creating rehabilitation centers 

Total 21 100 

As noted in table 6, the findings vary relating to improvement of communication difficulties 

experienced by learners with hearing impairment, most respondents say, through training special 

teachers reflected by (32%) of respondents, (21 % ) noted that varying of teaching methods is the 

best way to use in order to address effective communication of these learners. 

Meanwhile (15%) urge that remedial teaching would help to improve on their communication as 

well as performance as a whole, (5%) with varying ideas; showing love, creating rehabilitation 

centers for children with communication difficulties. Lastly (2%) mentioned that motivation and 

provision of instructional materials are the best strategies to address these challenges to effective 

communication amongst learners with hearing impairment. 
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The research has revealed that learners with communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment exist in schools within Labongo Layamo sub-county and also noted that they 

perform poorly or below average therefore, the respondents suggested that training of special 

teachers (32%) out of the 21 respondents as being the best way of helping hearing impaired 

learners in effective communication (21 % ) says varying of teaching methods would be the best 

means to address these problems 15% say remedial teaching would help improve on 

effectiveness of communication amongst children with hearing impairment. 

However, some few reflected by 11 % has different ideas on the improvement of communication 

amongst learners with hearing impairment as follows: showing love, creating rehabilitation 

centers, while 5% suggested the following ways to improve the communication, motivation and 

provision of scholastic materials and others. 

This calls for appropriate interventions which should focus at breaking the barriers to learning 

Efforts at improving achievement of children with hearing impairment should aim at; 

Developing or enhancing self esteem of these children this will promote the feelings of self 

worth and therefore participation. 

Teachers on the other hand need to work on their attitude in order to appreciate that children with 

hearing impairment have learning difficulties which needed to be supported. 

Over all pedagogy and learning environment needed to be adjusted to meet the learning needs of 

hearing impaired children mean while embracing the learning needs of other children in a more 

inclusive way. 
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Findings 

The following were the key findings resulting from the study. 

i) That the greatest problem of children with hearing impairment is that of co-ordination 

ii) That children are not getting adequate attention from teachers as a result of large number 

of children in class 

iii) That children with hearing impairment suffer from low self esteem and that teachers also 

have negative attitude towards children with hearing impairment. 

iv) Children with hearing impairment suffer from adjustment problem 
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Introduction: 

CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS/SUGGESTION 

The chapter summarizes the study about barriers to the effective communication among learners 

with hearing impairment. The study which was carried out in Labongo Layamo sub-county, 

Kitgum district was aiming at answering some of the research questions on the problems facing 

children with communication difficulties and the possible ways of solving these problems. The 

study was also aimed at finding out the root causes of these problems. All these were stated 

clearly ion chapter one of this book. 

Discussion: 

The discussions in this chapter were also based on the finding interpretations by various authors 

presented in chapter two of this paper. Some of these authors included, Trybus, (1978), who 

noted that "the problems brought by communication difficulties are both social and educational". 

In the same way Corads (1978) also discovered that communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment affect the child's social adjustment. 
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Conclusion: 

Evidence from the discussion and according to the findings, analyzed proved that children with 

communication difficulties due to hearing impairment encounter numerous problems among 

those are: 

Being beaten by other hearing children. 

Government and community are not giving them support. 

Lack of interaction with other children. 

Difficulty in following instructions. 

Being punished for no reason. 

Being rejected by teacher. 

Lacking appropriate scholastic and instructional materials . 

Recommendations/suggestions: 

After carrying out the study and made the analysis on the problems facing children with 

communication difficulties due to hearing impairment, the researcher came out with the 

following recommendations and suggestions as to how these problems can be solved. 

• More children with communication difficulties need to be recruited in schools. 

• A common mode of communication need to be introduced in order to minimize the 

problem of lack of interaction. 
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• Parents, teachers and other children need to be sensitized about the need to render equal 

treatment to all children regardless of their ability, sex etc. 

• The community needs to work together with the ministry of education and sports to open 

up more institutions to train specialized teachers. 

• Parents of children with communication difficulties should be encouraged to form 

organizations aimed at helping their children with communication difficulties. 

• Regular workshops and seminars to be organized to train teachers in skills of making and 

using instructional materials which suit all categories of learners. 

• More research of this kind should be carried out in other schools of the district since this 

study was only done in five schools with five head teachers, ten teachers, three parents, 

three children and one secretary for disability LCII. 

Finally the researcher feels therefore that from the existing literature and findings from 

respondents, the study had answered some of the research questions stated. These 

recommendations and suggestions made in this book would be of much help to teachers, parents 

and children working with these children with communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment. 
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APPENDIX I 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR HEAD TEACHERS: 

Fill in the blank spaces with suitable information. 

PART A: Background. 

1. Name of the school. ............................................................................... . 

2. Grade of the school.. .................................................................. . 

3. School address ............................................. . 

4. School enrolment ................................................................................ . 

5. Number ofteachers .............................................................................. . 

PARTB: 

I. How many children with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment do you 

have in school? 

································································································································· 

2. Do they come to school regularly? 

(Always/ Sometime/No) Please tick one. 

3. Do they have friends among the hearing children? 

Many/ Few /No. 

4. How do they behave with other children? 

Very good/ Good/ Fair/Poor). Please tick appropriate. 

5. What subject (es) do they do best? 

Language/ Mathematics /SST/ Science). Tick appropriately. 
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6. What methods of communication do you use to teach them? Oral/Sign 

language/gesture/Total communication).please tick appropriately. 

7. What problems are they facing? 

a. In class .............................................................................. .. 

b. Outside the class ................................................................... . 

c. Suggest possible solution 

8. What support do you get from the community? 

9. What support do you get from the 

Government? ......................................................................................................................... . 
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APPENDIX11 

QUESTIONNAIRES FOR TEACHERS: 

Fill in the blank spaces with suitable information. 

PART A: Background 

1. Name of the teachers ................................................................ . 

2. Class (es) .............................................................................. . 

3. Number of children in the class ..................................................... .. 

4. Number of subjects .................................................................... . 

PART B: 

1. How many children with communication difficulties due to hearing impairment do you 

have in the class? ................................................................................ .. 

2. Do they come to school? .................................................................................. . 

(Always/ Sometimes/ No.). Please tick on. 

3. Do they have friends among the learning children? 

(Many/ Few/ No.) Tick on. 

4. How do they behave with other children? 

(Very good/ Good/ Fair/ Poor) Please tick appropriate. 

5. What subject do they do best? 

(Language/ Mathematics/ SST/ Science)Please tick appropriately. 

6. What method of communication do you use to teach them? 

(Oral /Sign language/ Gesture/ Total communication) Please tick appropriately. 

7. How are they performing in extra curricular activities? 
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(Very good I Good I Fair/ Poor) Please tick appropriately. 

8. What problems are they facing? 

(a) In class ............................................................................. . 

(b) Outside the class ................................................................. . 

( c) Suggest possible solution ........................................................ . 

9. What support do you get from the community? ................................................... . 

What support do you get from the Government? ........................................................... . 
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APPENDIX HI 

INTERVIEW GIDE FOR PARENTS: 

Dear respondent, 

I am carrying out a research on barriers to effective communication among children with hearing 

impairment in an inclusive setting Labongo Layamo Sub-County Kitgum District. 

Please, I have chosen to work with you in this research study for reasons that: 

• Your homes are within my area of coverage for research. 

• You may have some information about these children who have communication 

difficulties in your area or around it. 

• Your suggestion will contribute to the quality education of children with communication 

difficulties in an inclusive setting. 

• Any infonnation you supply will be treated with confidentiality. 

1. How many children do you have? 

i. Are they all around you? 

ii. Has any of them have communication difficulties due to hearing 

impairment? 

2., How does he/she perform academically in an inclusive setting? 

□ 
1. Good 

ii. Average □ 

iii. Below Average D 
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1. What factor do you think affect their performance in an inclusive class? 

2. How does hearing impaired learners interact with others? 

(a) Positively D 

(b) Negatively □ 

Is it easy to involve you in carrying out activities in the school? 

(a) Yes D 
□ 

(b) No. 

3. Do they have friends within the schools or homes? 

(a) Yes D 

□ 
(b)No. 

5. What are some of the problems you face in instructing learning impaired learners? 

6. Suggest solutions for factors you have given inNo.7 above. 

7. Does the community around the home have positive attitude towards the child? 

9. Why should parents be involved in improving their children's performance? 
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APPENDIX IV 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SECRETARY FOR DISABILITY L.CII 

Dear Respondents, 

I am carrying out a research on communication difficulties amongst learners with learning 

impairment in an inclusive setting in Labongo Layamo Sub- County, Kitgum District. 

Please I have chosen to work with you in this research study for reason that:-

• You know the number of children with communication difficulties due learning 

impairment in the various schools within Labongo Layamo Sub-County. 

• You handled or worked with learning impaired learners and any other kind of disability 

within the sub- County. 

• Your suggestions will contribute to the production of quality education to these learners. 

• Any information you supply will be treated with confidentiality. 

I. Are these children with communication difficulties within Labongo Layamo 

below the age of20 years? 

(a) Yes □ 

(b) No. □ 

2. How do they perform activities given to them? 

□ 
(a) Positive 

(b) Negative D 
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3. If positive or negative explain briefly how? 

4. Do they mix freely with others? 

(a) Yes D 

□ (b) No. 

5. Suggest reasons why they do not mix with other freely? 

······································································································ 

······································································································ 

······································································································ 

6. What should be done to improve their behavior patterns? 

7. How many children with communication difficulties due to learning impairment 

do to have in Labongo Layamo Sub-County, Kitgum District? 

8. What challenges do you think teachers get in teaching these learners? 

··································································································· 

................................................................................. 

9. Why do they get challenges in (8) above? .................................................... . 

10. Suggest solutions to the problems teachers get in teaching those learners. 
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