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ABSTRACT

The study investigated the phenomenon of children moving onto street in Pallisa
Town Council in central division. It was based on data from survey by the researcher
in 2007 complemented by secondary data or findings from various individuals and
agencies that are responsible for children's affairs
The findings revealed that almost all people around this area of study had negative
attitude to words these children and were not always battered or rather concern about
the phenomenon of street children.

According to the findings, the phenomenon of street children was found to be caused
by poverty, child negligence, poor parenting styles, mistreatment by step parents for
example step mothers, death of either one or both parents, peer influence, being born
the single mothers, break down of kinship and social support Network, presence of
blended families, family break down due to divorce, and presence of extended
families that does not have sufficient income to suppo11 its members. These children
join the street because of lack of any alternative.

The study revealed that all agencies that are responsible for the children's affairs do
not actually implement children's budgets even when they do budget instead it
remains a blue print paper for future reference.
There is therefore need for the government, NGOs, Civil Society, private
organizations, commtinity organizations CBO's, Local Government, Faith Based
Organization, the Parents and the General Public to ensure awareness creation and
above all help to monitor, the implementation of projects, policies, and programs that
are meant to fulfill the needs of children

vii

CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

1.0 INTRODUCTION
Moving along Pallisa streets and indeed most streets of urban meas and centers of
Uganda, one cannot fail to notice phenomena of children moving onto streets. This
phenomena refers to children for whom the streets more than their family has become
their real home. It includes children who might not necessarily be homeless or without
families but who live in situations, where there is no protection, supervision, or
direction from responsible adults. These children have been categorized into three
types, street living, street working and street family (UNICEF).

According to UNICEF, children from street families are children who live on the
streets with their families, street working children are those who spend most of their
time working on streets and markets of Urban Centres and Cities but return home on
regular basis. Some of these children can be seen begging, pick pocketing, carrying
luggage and others sniffing all sorts of chemicals, smoking cigarette and others
sleeping on verandas and within corridors NCC (National Council for Children,
2000).

It is also put that children moving onto streets are a growing category of vulnerable

children. In terms of public perception, these children are seen as a nuisance rather
than object of sympathy.

Street children are not only confined to Urban meas and Cities but also in rural areas
in the form of "stray children", children who hang around trading centres, living off
petty theft or scavenging, sleeping in a variety of places. (Save the children 2002).

Most of these children have lost their families through war, or illness like HIV /
AIDS, or have been abandoned because they had become too much of a burden or
else ran away from their abusive, dysfunctional, poverty stricken families and now
move onto streets to earn a living. These among other force children to permanently
or temporarily resort to streets. A closer look or investigation into this topic will help

to reveal the factors or establish factors that are linked directly to the phenomena
children moving onto streets and therefore surveys will be carried out to reveal factors
that are associated with the topic under study.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
In 1993, the former Ministry of Lobour and Social Affairs in collaboration with
UNICEF, commissioned a study, which highlighted the growing problem of street
children in Uganda, Munene et al, (1993) Operational Research on Street Children.
Hence the phenomenon Children moving onto streets and its aspects are an essential
topic for investigation in Pallisa Town Council. The life of these children is so
pathetic that with the little money they make by street based jobs such as rag picking,
begging, porting, age selling newspaper selling, street vending and show shining.
Some of these children come from their homes to look for survival and there fore they
end up working very hard and in many ways they are threatened with various forms of
violence. The horrible tale sadly continues with greatest risk of violence from those
that are responsible to protect them like to the parents, police, relatives and higher
authorities. It has been noted that some of these children are school dropouts (Friends
of Children Association FOCA 1999)

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This aspect showed the objectives of the study both general and specific objectives.

1.3.1

objective

To determine the causes and factors forcing children to move onto streets

1.3.2 Specific objectives
1

To establish factors that lead to street children

2

To find out how street children affect the society.

3

To find out the challenges faced by the local authorities and parents in trying to
prevent children to move onto streets.

4

To find out ways of reducing on street children.

2

1.4 Research Questions

To what extent is pove1iy a cause of street children
To what extent cari single mothers and unmarried women lead children to
street?
How has Crime and youth lead to street children?
How do Sex and HIV/ AIDS lead to street children?

1.5 SCOPE

STUDY

Introduction
This aspect inciuded geographical scope, time scope, and content scope

Content
The research investigated on the problem of children moving onto streets / street
children in the area of study.

Geographica scope
This study was carried out in Pallisa district, Pallisa Town Council central ward or
division. This is because this ward had experienced a greater number of these children
moving on almost every pmi of this area and it was also located in the central part of
the centre of the town.

Time scope
The research study was carried out with in the period of 3 months with in which the
research findings were compiled.

1.6

OF THE STUDY

The study finding helps to give a deeper insight on how children end up on streets.

The study finding helps to inform the local authorities, pm·ents, guardians, custodians
and mothers on how to take care of children in a bid to prevent them from moving
onto streets.

3

The study will also be useful to policy makers like ministry of Gender, labour and
social development, probation department and ministry of planning including the
legislature.

It is to provide information relevant to aid these agencies in planning, implementation
and monitoring of related projects

The study will help the researcher to establish recommended strategies to reduce on
the factors leading to street children.

The findings of the study hope to provide up to date literature for other researchers in
the faculty of social sciences Kampala International University.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION
This aspect involves a systematic identification, location and analysis of documents
containing information to the research problem being investigated.

2.1 Race and Gender
According to Ross (1991, p. 70), all the street children involved in the present
investigation are of African origin and all of them tend to be boys. The street children
phenomenon in South Africa is merely the outcome of the political system of racial
segregation that has been in place since 1940. Street children are simply described as
the victims of the former policy of apartheid. The vast majority of an estimated
90,000 street children in South Africa are blacks. There are virtually no white street
children in South Africa but there are 10,000 white children in 160 states registered
and subsidized children's homes. The existing 12 private homes accommodate just
fewer than 1,000 African children. 11 places of safety for African children can
accommodate 1.400 but only 700 children were harbored there during 1991.

The present ratio of Africans to whites in South Africa is approximately 5:1 if the
white community produces 10,000 children in need of care; the statistical projection is
that there are

al

least 50,000 black youths in need of care. Gibers (1990) states the

main reason why South African children are predomi11antly to stay home and look
after smaller children. Swart 1988, explains that the predominance of male South
African street children like in Johannesburg as elsewhere in the world, street children
are predominantly male, it appears that girls are abandoned less frequently and the
family disintegrates, relatives, guardians and neighbors are more willing to take them
than boys since the girls can assist with the house hold tasks and child-making. Also
when girls drift to streets in their teens they tend to become prostitute and find
accommodation rather.than remain on the streets.

3.2 Poverty

street children

Over the past few decades the standard of living of many urban Nepalese and the
world as a whole has risen beyond measure even in the midst of political turmoil that
characterizes their economies. According to the Centre for child workers in Nepals
5

(CWIN) every year more than 500 children are added to the streets of Kathmandu
from different districts of Nepal like Nuwakot, Kavre and Dhanding.

The Uri.ited Nations (UN) estimates the population of street children to be 1500
million Worldwide. Moreover, "street children" estimates that for example Kenya has
an estimate number of 250,000, Ethiopia 150,000, Zimbabwe 12,000, Bangladesh
445,226, Nepal 30,000 and India 11 million according to media reports. These
increases have been linked directly to poverty, economic break down, social
destruction, natural disasters and increasing family disintegrations. The life of street
children is so pathetic that with the little money they make by street based jobs such
as rug picking, begging, porting, flower selling, newspaper selling and street vending.
This however may not enable them to afford a meal or full meal a day.

Equal Access to Children's Rights
All children shall haye access to the rights including the children who move onto
Streets. This aspect of rights has been misinterpreted by many care givers and rights
holders to the children. The UN Convention safe guards Children's for all children
including all the vulnerable children in the World.

2.3. Crime and youth
Increasing youth crimes has serious implications, particularly in Africa where two
3rds of many Cities and Towns populations are between ages 12 and 25. Most of
these young people live in informal settlements without basic facility services and are
insecure. In 1992, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), now the (AU) estimates
that there were about 16 million children in Africa and that the number was expected
to double to 32 million children by the year 2000.

The number of what they called "children in especially difficult circumstances" was
to increase from 80 -. 150 million children. The number of street children in Zambia
doubled from 4,500 - 70,000 during 1991 - 1994, while in Nairobi the number
increased from 4,500 - 30,000 during the some 3 year period. The UNICEF estimates
that 250,000 to 300,000 children some as young as eight years of age are forced and
exploited as soldiers in armed conflict in over 30 countries around the world.
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2.4. Sex and HIV / AIDS
Although sexual violence appears to be common, it is not always necessary, but street
children use sex as a way to gain effective and attention. In Brazil alone, 53 .1 % were

,,I

sexually active while 44.9% of the street children were forced to have sex. For this

I

reason, younger gids at times vollmtarily seek sexual contact with older girls. Sexual
activity among boys is also relatively common. Despite the high rates of sexual
activity among street children, attitudes regarding condom use are for the most part
negative and usage rates are low.

2.5. Industrialization and urbanization
The street child phenomenon is directly linked to rapid industrialization and
urbanization with the commitment break down of extended family ties. That is harsh
or neglectful treatment of children by their families frequently derives from parental
depression, anger, anxiety and frustration at life circmnstances Swart (1988) (p. 34).

According to Cockburn ( 1991) "In extreme circumstances street children are the
neglected, abused and rejected off spring of parents and communities benumbed by
the minimal conditions of their lives ... 80% of all children we see onto streets and else
where have a history of abuse, and these may take the form of physical, sexual or
emotional" (P. 13). Many children come from structurally disadvantaged homes
where poor living conditions result in many difficulties. Parental loss through death or
abandonment and / or family conflict or shortage of housing may force children onto
streets. In many cases the move to street life is an adaptive response to stress and
severe oppression experienced by family(s), living in a society of conflict. Thus, the
move to the streets often represents a desire to take control of one's life and displace
old values and conditions with new ones (Hickson and Gaydon 1989).

2.6. Children without a formal identity
Every year, over half of all bilihs in developing world excluding China are
unregistered, denying more than 50 million children a basic birth right recognition as
a citizen. Children who are not registered at birth do not appear in official statistics
and are not acknowledged as members of their society. With out a registered identity,
children are not guaranteed an education good health care, and other basic services
7
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that impact their child hood and future. A long side children without formal identity
we have children without parental care. Millions of orphans, street children and
children in detention are growing up without the loving care and protection of parents
or a family environment. Children caught in these circumstances are often not treated
as children at all. An estimated 143 million children in Developing World- 1 in every
13 children deep in poverty the loss of even one Parent especially Mother can take
lasting toll on their health and education. Globally tens of millions of children spend a
large portion of their time on the streets where they are exposed to all sorts of abuses
and exploitation.

2.7. Children who are exploited
These children are always shut away by their abuses and held back from school and

essential services, children who me victims of exploitation are arguably among the
most invisible. Their lives and numbers are virtually impossible to track. In fact 8.4
million children work in the worst forms of Child Labour, including prostitution and
debt bondage, where Children are exploited in share-like conditions to pay off a debt.
On one hand nearly 2 million Children are used in the commercial sex trade, where
they routinely face sexual and physical violence. Every year, it is estimated that
millions of children are trafficked into under ground and illegal world where they are
forced into dangerous and degrading forms of work, including prostitution. A vast but
unknown number of children are exploited as domestic servants in private homes.
Many are banned entirely from going to school, suffer physical abuse and are
underfed or over worked and this forces them at times onto the streets (UNICEF
2005).

2.8. Unmarried Women And Under 18 Mothers Are A Cause Of Children
Moving To Streets.
In 1991, more than 200,000 babies were born to Mothers under age 18. These births
were 5% of the total number of births in the United States in 1991. Ninety-four
percent of these births were to Mothers ages 15 - 17, and 6% (12,000) births were to
mothers younger than 15 years of age. Teen child birth creates a disadvantage for both
the Mother and the Child. These Children are always found on the streets. On the
other hand in (1991) 30% of all births in United States were to unmarried Women.

8
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The 1.2 million births to unmarried Women significantly indicate a higher rate of
Children most likely to be found or forced to go to streets in search of better life.
A proportion of these Children end up becoming juvenile, Howard N. Snyder in 1996,
law enforcement agencies in the United States made an estimated 2.9 million arrests
of persons underage 18 years. According to Federal Bureau of investigation (FBI)
juvenile accounted for 19% of all arrests and 19% all violent crimes arrests in 1996.
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter seeks to present the designs that were used in the study. It examines the
procedures of collecting data through interviewing, focus group discussions, selfadministered questionnaires, and data analysis and study population.

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN

The research study was designed according to the selected or chosen areas to be
researched on and it cut across to different NGOs, CSOs, and government agencies
that were responsible for children's affairs. This was because of the desire to get a
clear view of the reasons why children come to streets, and how they survive on the
streets

The descriptive survey used qualitative and quantitative research methods. The
qualitative methods were used because they were likely to reveal information on data
collection, sampling and analysis of data. On the other hand, quantitative method was
used in order to establish the exact number of population of street children, give the
characteristics for example social, economic and cultural characteristics.

Area and Population of Study

This research was carried out in Pallisa Town Council central division / ward. This
place was chosen because of the nature of population in this area, which is predominantly peasantry with largest number being business0 oriented. This study was
also confined to examine the factors forcing children to move onto streets. The
information that was collected was to create improvements on how to prevent further
movements of children on the streets.

A large number of Populations that was selected in the area fell between 15 and 50
years and the focus of the study was specifically those children from 7 - 18 years and
these were covered in the questio1maire. For quality data those from 15 and above
were interviewed using face - face interviews including the local leaders like
chairperson, LCII and LCI and opinion leaders respectively

10

Selection of Study Participants
Qualitative Data Sample

To get the required number of the respondents, this study relied on closer sampling
techniques were by respondents were chosen from many children on the streets and
were interviewed. Information obtained was fully recorded and analyzed as well.
Random sampling was fully used, and the main source of information was field visits,
which included face to face interviews, use of questions and focus group discussions
with local leaders and community members, however, observation played a very
significant role

The sample selected included mainly those who appeared to have adequate
information about children moving onto Streets for instance L.Cs, community
members, and police. The questionnaires were delivered to the respondents at home
and Office.

3.4 Data Collection Methods Used

This aspect included instruments of data collection.
2.3.1

Self administered questionnaire

The process of collecting data using the above method was a means of improving data
validating. Many copies of the questionnaires were sent to different individuals and
agencies working on the matters related to children affairs and welfare. The
questionnaire was intended to collect six (6) types of information namely
Reasons why children move one street, the nature and type of activities they are
involved in, the nature and the type of the families they come from, impacts society,
and recommendations. This was delivered to the local leaders like LC I, and II
respectively and the Office in charge of Child welfare plus organizations like
PACONET, that deals with issues of children's right and advocacy, Probation and
Social Welfare

2.3.2
Formal and informal interviews were carried out with help of questionnaires. The
respondents were randomly selected and cooperation was very good. This facilitated

11

the easy collection of data. Interviews were conducted more so to those between 15
and 25 years. This helped to build confidence in them and hence giving quality data.

2.3.3

Focus Group Discussion

i

This involved conducting meetings with those who were sampled to discuss about the
topic under study. The information that was discussed was properly recorded and the

I.
'

members who were involved in group discussion were Local Leaders, Opinion
Leaders and Community Members.

Some of the information was got form Secondary Published data concerning various
aspects of the causes of Street Children and its associated impacts on society,
challenges that Parents and Local Leaders face in preventing children from moving
onto Streets and the way forward/ Recommendations

2.4 Data analysis

II
1·

I:'

I·

II

The qualitative data was analyzed in relation to the theme and objectives that were
identified to guide the research study. This process of analysis helped the researcher
to properly work upon data during and after data collection. This included editing,
completeness, accuracy, uniformity and double-checking.

LIMITATIONS TO THE STUDY
The researcher found difficulties during the activities because many Street Children
questioned the Researcher the major reasons why he was collecting information from
them

The Children that were found moving onto Streets were suspicious that probably the
researcher was a spying who had come to arrest them and take them to Police. It
however took the researcher some time to explain to the children about the intentions
of the study.

Finance yet another problem especially transport and procurement of stationary.
Expenses of type setting and printing and posting of questionnaires, the respondents at
times wanted money before due attention was given to be given to the researcher.
12
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Language barrier, the· questionnaire were drafted in English while the researcher had
to meet different respondents speaking different languages. They presented a number
of errors and misinterpretation of the research questions.

Girls presented very little information, they were either absent and even their numbers
were not so big or acttially not available.
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CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF
RESEARCH FINDINGS
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents data that was collected using Questionnaire and interviews. In
the same chapter data is interpreted, discussed and analyzed along the following
themes; social Background of respondents, reasons why respondents joined the
streets, nature and type of families where respondents originated from, activities that
children get involved in, how the respondents spent their leisure time, contacts to
Parents and Relatives, Poverty and street Children, Race and Gender, Sex and
HIV/AIDS, Crime and youth, Industrialization and urbanization, Children without
formal identity, children who are exploited, the extent to which unmarried women and
single mother is a cause of street children.

4.1 SEX COMPOSITION
The composition of children on the Streets gives a Clue to when children of either Sex
are likely to join the street depending on the environment at home. This information is
also vital since it highlights the age at which children join the Streets. This can be
represented as in the table below:

Table 1: Shows respondents characteristics by Sex Composition

Source: Primary data
The analysis as in the table 1 above revealed that there were 38 males who constituted
75% of the Total respondents and 14 Females who constituted 25% of the
respondents. This so because females had low self esteem as a result they were not
willing to take part in the interview

14

4.1.1 AGE COMPOSTION
The findings show that Children on the Streets were represented in different Age
categories ranging from 7

18 but in different intervals.

Table 2: show characteristics ofrespondents by Age

11 - 14

14

7

21

42%

15 - 18

10

3

13

26%

Source: Primary Data
The analysis as shown.in Table 2 above revealed that 16 respondents were aged
between 7 and 10 years which constituted 32% of the total respondents. Lastly 13
respondents were aged 15

18 years constituting 26% of the Total number of

respondents.

4.1.2 CURRENT FANIILY STATUS
Primary data revealed that respondents come from families with different backgr0tmd.
Some come from single parent families, whereas others originated from families
headed by children (child headed families)

Table 3: Shows Current Family Status

,.,

Have both parents

9

.)

12

24%

Have only mother

12

7

19

38%

Live with brothers

4

0

4

8%

Have only father

4

0

4

8%

Live ,vith relatives

7

4

11

225

Source: Primary data

15

It can be said from the above that out of 50 children that were interviewed 12

respondents revealed that they have both parents which constituted 24% but go
moving on Streets. While 11 respondents constituting 22% revealed that they live
with Relatives and brothers and 19 respondents live with mothers only constituting
38% of the Totai respondents this was indicative of the children born to unmarried
women and single mothers. They therefore turn the street to be the place for special
dwelling when there in no one to control their movements.

4.1.3 LEVEL

EDUCATION OF RESPONDENTS

Education attainment among the children is an indicatio11 of the duration of exposure
they for schooling. The duration affects many aspect of an individual's socioeconomic life and is in most cases related to the entrance into street life which is
pathetic. These children are always shut up by the abuses and held back from school
and essential services, these are the very children that are victims of exploitation. To
escape exploitation they end up joining the Street.

Table 4:

Education of respondents

Secondary level

0

0

0

0

Primary level

12

4

16

32%

Pre

pnmary

11

2

13

26%

No Education

13

8

21

42%

The analysis in Table above shows corresponding levels of education attained by
children on the Streets and actually 20 respondents constituting 42% of the Total
respondents had not acquired any little education, 13 respondents had reached preprimary education, 16 respondents constituting 36% had reached at least in primary
four and above. There was no respondent who represented secondary level meaning
that tbose who n_·ach in secondary level progress after acquiring semi - skills.
Family Backgrounds of Respondents
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4.1.5 RESPONDENTS FAMILY BACKGROUND
Table 5: Famiiy Background of Respondents

Single parents

7

3

10

18%

Chaotic families

2

0

2

4%

Blended families

8

1

9

16%

Extended Families

11

2

13

23%

poverty stricken families

12

5

17

30%

\Vorking families

5

0

5

9%

Source: Primary Data

The analysis in Table 5 as shown above revealed that there were 10 respondents from
single parent fornilies constituting 18% of the total number ofrespondents, chaotic
families bad !es number as compared to the rest of the other families, blended families
had respondenls constituting 16% of the total respondents. Extended family on the
other hand had l 3 respondents constituting 23% of the total respondents, and 17
respondents from extended families were interviewed which constituted 30% both
male and females however the number of males was far greater than that of females.
This indicated lhe highest degree of tolerance among the girls that is why they were
few on streets. Lastly five respondents originated from working families constituting
9% of the Totni Respondents.

This gave the researcher a clue of how children in poverty stricken environment stand
higher risk and chances of becoming street children represented by 30% being the
highest percentage followed by children from extended families constituting 23%.
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4.1.6 RESPONDENTS REASONS WHY THEY WERE ON STREETS
Table 6: Shmvs Reasons why Respondents Were on Street.

Death of either one or both

5

1

6

7%

Peer pressure

7

2

9

11%

Family break down

11

1

12

15%

.)

'"l

0

3

4%

Sent to sell items

15

3

18

21%

Un friendly home environment

6

0

6

7%

Conflict in the family

.)

'"l

0

.)

'"l

4%

Poverty

14

5

19

23%

Lack of care giver in the family

5

2

7

8%

parents

To much work at home

Source: primary Data

Primary data in the analysis above revealed show the reasons that were given by the
respondents about why they decided to take on the street and the reasons given show
that there were pull and push factors. However, in the above analysis 19 respondents
revealed that they were on the street because of poverty constituting 23% of the total
number of respondents interviewed, while 18 respondents said that they were sent to
sell items constituting 21 % of the total number ofrespondents that were interviewed.
The analyses of the two factors show that boys are the highest victim of poverty and
other factors.

On a related note the results indicated family break down as another cause of children
to mo\·e on streets represented by 12 respondents constituting 15% of the total
number of respondents that were interviewed, 9 respondents revealed that they were
there because of peer group influence constituting 11 % of the total number of
respondents. Where as 8% of the respondents revealed that they were there because of
lack of care givers in the family due to divorce and incapacity of those present to
provide the needs of the children and 6 respondents revealed death of either one or
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both parents in the family as the cause of there being on the streets constituting 7% of
the total respondents.

4.1.7 SURVIVAL ACTIVITIES OF RESPONDENTS
TABLE 7: SHOWS THE LIST ACTIVITIES DONE BY RESPONDENTS
-1Tv11:Y

MAT,F,

FF;M'1T.1i'

Total

Percentage

Carrying luggage

9

3

12

7.4%

Picking waste

9

0

9

5.5%

Any job available

26

10

36

22.1%

Empting dust bin

6

0

6

3.7%

Carrying crates of sodas

9

0

9

5.5%

Selling eggs

18

2

20

12.3%

Selling paraffin

15

0

15

9.2%

Selling jack fruit a long

7

11

18

11.0%

Fetching water

3

5

8

4.9%

Selling second hand clothes

14

5

19

11.7%

11

0

11

6.7%

127

36

streets

at the market place
Sweeping verandas
TOTAL

100

SOURCE: Primary Data

The analysis in Table 7, above indicate that male respondents are most often busy as
they always involve themselves in different activities. They said they do so for
survival as in most cases they have no body to take care of their welfare. For instance
9 male and 3 female respondents revealed that they actually survive through carrying
luggage around the Market and the Park areas, constituting 7% of the total number of
respondents while 9 male respondents revealed that they survive through picking
wastes however there were no male respondents who responded to this activity
On the same note 36 respondents constituting 22% of the Total number interviewed
revealed to the researcher as they survived through doing any Job at their Exposure
regardless of its nature
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On the other hand however, there was a category of children who came from stable
families but come with a hope of meeting peers or go for leisure, and these category
revealed that rhey also indulged in some activities while onto streets and among
which they sighted carrying crates of sodas, fetching water, sweeping and when asked
why they do so they said to supplement the family income.

One of the child Innocent aged 9 years was interviewed on Saturday which is a
general public market day in Pallisa Town, revealed that the mother had sent him to
sell greens in order to supplement the family income.

"I sell these greens because mum sends me to do so such that we ca11 buy what to
eat and even buy clotIt es for my self. What would you wish to do? I would wish to
study and gel a job t!tat would enable me get money to construct a house where to
stay with my mother-because father abandoned her with four of my brothers and
sisters".

When asked \\hether the father was aware about this, he said that, the father was in
the village and for him was staying in Town with the mother Ms. Akurut. When asked
about education, he said that he was a pupil at To\vnship primary school which is
located within the Town a long kaboloi Road near the Mosque but he dropped out
because of lack of school fees. He farther lamented that the father appeared to have
divorced the mother and she decided to rent her own grass thatched house in one of
the slums of Pallisa Town council where they were currently staying by then.

ANOTHER CASE STUDY
Aaron's mother lives in Pallisa Town Cmmcil K.alalaka Division.
His father lives in Agule village, Agule Sub

county. However Aaron spends most of

his time on the street selling empty water bottles, Eggs and at time helps the mother to
sell banana ripes.
Aaron have you ever gone to school?
Aaron's real words after being asked whether he had ever gone to school.

"I

was stll{(viug

when I 1vas with my father in Aguie but ever since my father

divorced my mum and got anotfler w{fe, she started denying me food, water for
drinking and used to over work me at times beat up when I refuse to obey her
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command. I tried to tell my father but he could do nothing and this made me to
leave the village to come to my mother in town and it's where I am up to now".
What does your moth er do to ensure that you besides what you do?

The researcher's observation was that Aaron was forced to leave home and come to
the mother because all the time he was being abused by the step mother and the father
took no action. He narrated that the mother was helpless and most often they slept
hungry.

This forced him to move a round Town looking for empty Rwenzori water bottles
with a view of selling them to supplement the family income. When Aaron was asked
about what he wished to clo he said he would like to go back to school and have a
settled life. By the time the interview was conducted Aaron was with a friend who ran
way as soon as he saw the researcher. When Aaron was asked about his friend's
names he said he didn't know his names and yet they were resting together at the
teacher's resource Center verandah in Pallisa Town council.

The researcher's analysis was that children who are abused by their step parents
always fall a victin1 of joining the street as an alternative to have independent life free
of any control, authority rather than being forced to work

The researcher also made an analysis of children who are involved in child labour like
looking after cattle, carrying luggage's, selling vegetables like greens, selling eggs,
samosas among others and these category give birth to a another category of street
moving children.

These children are al ways unwilling to do such work but they are instead forced by
their parents, yet this is an abuse of their rights. However some children indulged in
that kind of work in order to earn their own money so that they can buy what they
treasured most. This indicated that though same parents or families may have
incomes, they may not meet all the children's needs.

Interview conducted with Local leaders revealed that some children involve in street
activities so as to supplement the family income and most of them were known to be
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coming from the neighboring areas of Pallisa Town council. In reality, street children
are working children and do have a right to work for a living.

The common perception of street children are that they are thieves, beggars, and
destitute. However some answers disregard this kind of perception and referred to
them as people who need help instead. It was noted however, that there are beggars
and thieves among other categories of individuals other than children who move onto
streets, and indeed there is no scientific proof to show that there is a significantly
higher rate of thieves and beggars with in the social group of street children than in
other disadvantaged group and other urban social groups. It appears that the
phenomenon of street children attributed to unbearable circumstances that often
confront the various families hence forcing children on the streets.

4.1.8 CONTACT

PARENTS AND RELATIVES

TABLE 8: SHO\VS RESPONDENT'S CONTACT TO PARENTS AND
RELATIVES.

No contact

5

0

5

8%

No relative

3

0

3

5%

Contact with relatives·

7

5

12

20%

Contact with parents

9

2

11

18%

Contact with single parents

24

6

30

49%

The analysis in the table above revealed that 30 of the respondents constituting 49%
of the total number of those interviewed on this topic had contact to single parents and
12 of the respondents constituting 20% of the total number of those interviewed had
contact to both parents but simply could not stay with them because they could not
meet their need adequately where as 5 of the respondents constituting 8% of the total
number of respondent had completely no contact to their parents or relatives. They
said that they went street after their kinship ties had broken down
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HOW STREET

AFFECT THE SOCIETY.

From the study, children of the street were found to most often engage in illegal
activities in order to survive. Through focus group discussion it was discovered that
street children are typically associated with theft, drug abuse, petty theft, and
prostitution and begging. As children increase in their numbers on the street with their
related criminal activity continue to grow, so does public opposition to their presence.
They are often viewed as nuisance and at worst as danger to public safety. In fact
popular views have characterized these children as delinquents and thieves at times
they are regarded by others as poor children in the wrong place.

These children are always common at public functions a round town and at workshop
places. They go a

round workshop areas in anticipation of getting what to eat moreover in most cases
they are always denied this chance and they are popularly nicknamed as destitutes.
Such places included Reel Cross Hall where there are always workshops and
Seminars, public functions and meetings. They are always ignored because their
clothes are ugly and very dirty
Focus group discussion with Red Cross Volunteers revealed that these children are
too ugly to look at and worst of all they have been got steeling books and destroying
the flowers with the Red Cross gardens

However, children who were interviewed revealed that their clothes look like that
because they had no responsible parents to look after them and those who had parents,
they could not mind about them. In addition they said that they rarely bath, reasoning
that at times they had no access to water, soap, and that they always don't have time
to wash or even bath, They also said that they are not always certain of their futme
because at times they sleep without food or even water for drinking.

some children were also found to be common at eating places like Hotels, and those
areas popularly known as ·Toninyira" where they sell food from 7:00 P.M - around
10:00 P.M. shop keepers near Toninyira revealed that these children at times go there,
make orders and after eating they run away with out settling their bills. One of the
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shop keeper called Nakirya revealed that those that are always got say that they are
always hungry and yet they may not have the money to buy what to eat.

According to some community leaders and local leaders to whom the Researcher
happened to Interact \vith through focus group discussions, they revealed that children
who move onto streets also practice petty theft and pick pocketing in market places
and onto street. They also move around shops with in Town and around the park. the
Researchers observation was that where as the community may feel like being
sympathetic, to words the street children's disgusting situation, they are in most cases
demoralized by the way these children carry on themselves, hence making them to
develop a negative attitude which is not for nothing but rather due to the way they are
affected by the street children.

Another observation made by the researcher was that children experience poverty
with their hands, minds, and hearts, material pove1ty starting the day without a
nutritious meal or. being forced to engage in hazardous Labour hinders cognitive
capacity as well as physical growth and development

Street children were also found to present a conflicting phenomenon that leaves the
society in a dilemma of either to absorb them into their respective families or to leave
them in situations vvhich they are. Some mothers who were interviewed by the
researcher felt sympathetic about these children.

Focus group discussion with local leaders also revealed that children on the street
most often involve in criminal offences. Infect one of the officer in charge of children
affairs at police section revealed that at least every month an estimated 10% numbers
of children have been reprimanded at police with cases ranging from petty theft, dmg
abuse, idle and disorderly, watching films at wrong time, fighting with fellow
children, moving with in corridors. It was found out that orphaned children are much
more likely than non-orphans too be working in commercial sector, as street vendors,
in domestic service and in the sex trade for the case of the girls or female street
children.
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CHALLENGES FACED BY LOCAL LEADERS IN PREVENTING CHILDREN
FROM MOVING ONTO STREETS.
The analysis through focus group discussion with local leaders revealed that one of
the challenges is estimating the number of street children and above all distinguishing
between "children on the street" and children of the street". This is because some
children are visible during the day, go back to their families at nights where as some
children were always seen on the street or around town in the night up to late hours
say midnight. This in essence presents a challenge to local leaders.

It also revealed that Local Leaders have a challenge of educating the parents about

issue of children's rights. Most parents think that children's rights is a privilege that
should be granted to the children, yet actually issues of rights of children are
compulsory entitlements that children must have regardless of their age but as long as
they are with in the age limit that is below 18 years.

CHALLENGES

BY PARENTS IN PREVENTING CHILDREN FROM

MOVING
Low income, most p~irents are poor and therefore have low commanding power over
their children. In a discussion with parents, they pointed out lack of proper source of
Income as a major source of low commanding power to words their children. This
was inductive of the nature of activities that were always a signed to the children at
the expense of Education.

They also revealed that Education is not always their first priority as they have to
strive to survive. This was one reason why most often these children were being sent
by their parents to sell items like eggs, Jack fruit, paraffin, Mangoes, Oranges, greens
and etc.

The Interview with one of the child revealed that they sell these items to get money to
buy books and pens for those who are studying while for those who have already
dropped out of schools, the money they get from selling the items listed above is used
to supplement their family Income.
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Another challenge was how to communicate positively to children most especially to
the adolescents who seem to believe in themselves and what they do. They actually
see the world in the different perspective and tend to most often become stubborn as
such conflicting greatly with their parents moreover parents' world wish to command
authority over these children.

4.2 NARRATIVE PRESENTATION

A total of 187 children were found on the streets of Pallisa Town Council mainly in
places like Tax Park, markets, corridors, around Pallisa District Administration
gardens, and near video halls and around garbage dumps. Of these 163 were
interviewed because uf limited time that could not allow the researcher to interview
all the children on the street

Among those that were interviewed 45% of they were from with in Pallisa Town
Council and the biggest percentage was from the neighboring Districts of Eastern,
North Eastern and Northern Uganda district respectively. This was basically because
of the wars that have created un bearable conditions in those areas the resulting
consequences like Poverty, death of parents, break down of kinship and increase in
the number of Child I leaded Households.

According to the researcher a large of children that were interviewed appeared to
know the reasons why they were onto streets and five could not give the reasons why
they actually decided to come onto streets and these ranged from (7

9 years). The

reason for this was that failure to answer meant that they grew with proper
socialization hence had no social and life skills that was supposed to be offered by a
parent and other close relatives.

They however raised a number of issues that were not related to the study and hence
they were ignored because they could not suit the Objectives of study
The responses of the children were presented directly and this could the results open
to speculation.

Street children live in a hostile environment and mai1y times they reject society,
friends, they are most often suspicious of out spiders and in general they look at every
26

body as a stranger and do not have trust for any body. Therefore interviewers like
social workers should ensure that they use the most appropriate approach while
interacting with street children

s

AND RECOMMENDATIONS

There were a number of issues that were raised by street children which the researcher
could not integrate into his format. Some of them were as follows

We need to be Involved in all activities because "we know a lot of secret things that
go on, but they are never talked about reason being they have never asked us to talk
about them" (junior boy 12 years)

We need to be represented in the local council meetings and visited in our homes to
learn more about needs and concerns.

We need to be informed equally of the services available for us for example bursaries
for schooling, scholarships, and free services. Like medical care, food and counseling
services.

The Government is using us to get from donors yet we do not access services like
medical, shelter, housing, security, clean water.
We need a formal communication about the importance of education and the
availability of universal primary education (UPE)

We do not have knowledge of children's rights responsible for teaching us about our
rights instead abuses them.
We need the community plus other social support network ensure prov1s10n of
clothing, food, shelter and support us permanently to leave the streets to find better
alternatives rather than harassing and degrading looking at us negatively

They also expressed concern that local leaders should try to trace for alternative
parents incase one is dead, this would help them to avoid leading a totally orphanage
life a pathetic street life.
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Basing on the above presentation, the Researcher realized that it was vital for Social
Workers working with street children and those on research including NGOs and
Government at large t_o being prepared to listen to ideas and concerns of the children
onto streets.

4.3 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS.

Data obtained from .the interviews revealed that push and pull factors were
responsible for children's exposure to street life hence street children. These factors
however vary in terms of their extent. Some of the push factors identified included
walking away from home to join peers, death of one or both parents, domestic
violence, insufficient food at home, need of self reliance, simple truancy, search for
fees to supplement family income, homelessness.

Poverty

Majority of respondents noted that current expenences point
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the direction of

Poverty, wars, Urbanization, inadequate services, disintegration of family valves and
Gender discrimination.

Other causes are Hangout areas for children to include Discotheque, Cinema/ video
halls, Bars and Restaurants.

Parenting styles
Irresponsible par,.?nthood and child battering is another reason leading children to
street. That is to say domestic violence, negligence, drunke1mess polygamous families
tend to be large ,vith constrained resources and limited capacity to manage the family
and children's welfare. Owing the family tensions and financial strains, children from
polygamous families have been seen suffering.
Analysis of the research findings revealed that children on the streets face very harsh
conditions that nre beyond their reach. While discussing with street children, the
researcher analyzed that most children are pathetic and are out of Fashion, others
move half naked with only old shorts. These conditions reflect a real picture of street
children.
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Some children had scars on their legs and hands, when asked how got those scars
they said as a result of struggle for survival for example working in heavy duty
activities. The researcher's analysis was that those scars were as a result of poor
health and indulgence in bad acts like stealing, pick pocketing.
The researcher's analysis also was that most of the children were alcoholic and drug
abusers. Through observation, some were seen smoking more so those around the
ages of 13 and 17 years. The reasons they gave as to they smoke was that they spend
most of their peers who actually smoke, to gain energy to enable them to carry heavy
luggage, peer influence, watching films and videos. They also spent much time while
on the street at night characterized by too much coldness more so during rainy season.

Crime and youth;·
Most children have been victims of crime that is why they ran away from
their homes to come to streets. Findings revealed that a total of 61
respondents constituting 100% of the respondents of whom some of them
had no cont1ct to either their parents or their relatives. Those who had no
contact to their parents revealed that they had run away from them
because of tear of being beaten.

They therefore resorted to the street as the only alternative. According to
the finrlin(T.
lack

11 "%

of the resnondents had not stepped school because of

ers or :esponsible parents. This pushes these children into

bad acts like thefr hence standing high chances of being neglected which
is a direct en try into street life.
During the discussions with the street children some of them never wanted to talk,
they could most often keep quiet, which meant failme or lack of capacity to express
their vie\,VS in any way. Some however could just run away because they were
suspicious of being punished or a rested because of criminal related offences.
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Children Born to Single mothers and Unmarried Women

Respondents from single and um11arried Women were found to be another
category of children on the street. 10 respondents constituting 18% of the
total responde:1ts were evident. Children from these types of families
stand high chances of not being registered and hence they are most often
invisible children with no chances of being planned for by the relevant
ministries and department of children's affairs.

lndustriaiizat:on and Urbanization
The number of children on the Street was found to be linked to growth of towns and
Urban centre. Respondents revealed that the desire to enjoy life with fellow peers
pulled them to move to Town. These children however were found to be children
from difficult circumstances. One of the earlier research done by Cockburn (1991) on
street children noted that" In extreme circumstances street children are the neglected,
abused, and rejected of spring of parents and communities benumbed by the minimal
conditions of their lives ... 80% of all children we see onto streets and else where have
a history of abuse ranging from physical to emotional.
The inform~il sedor shouid therefore find away of ensuring that these children find
their parents tu avoid them being marginalized as such isolating themselves from their
parents and other people whom they come across.

The interpret:tion of research findings gave the researcher an in site that ce1iain
category of chilcL·en that could enter the video and film halls as early as 7:00 o'clock
had uothing to do and had no one responsible for their movements. The interview
with Lhe respondents revealed that this category of children had nothing to do as they
had nobody responsible for their being in that kind of life, as such they could spend
their leisure time watching films. Added to the above was the fact that they had
enough leisure Lillle hence finding it easy to utilize.

30

CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 SUMi'vlRY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEDATIONS.
This chapter thought to present the Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations of

I

5.1 SUMMARY
A study w:1s conducted to establish the causes of street children in Pallisa District,
using Pallisa TO\vn Council as a case study and was intended to explore the extent to
which poverty leads children to streets, Crime and youth, Single mothers and
unmarried Women, industrialization and Urbanization, Sex and HIV/AIDS, and
children wiLh crnt formal identity as a cause of street children phenomenon in Pallisa
District.

The study covered children aged 7 - 18 years most of them were children from Pallisa
District and thi: Neighboring District that have been affected by wars and poverty.
In fact 17 resp011dents constituting 30'¾° of the total respondents interviewed revealed
that they \,ven_' on the street because of poverty despite the improvement the service
delivery and decentralization policy. It was also noted however that of the total
number of those inteniiewed boys exhibited slightly a higher percentage of those who
were on the strcel.
According to the findings, results shown that most of the children were living with
their mothers :is compared to their fathers and those with their mothers were found to
be working on the streets than their counter parts. Findings indicate that most of the
respondents

\\(TC

I

'I

the research findings as below.

males 38 constituting 75% of the total respondents

5.2CONCLlJSIONS.
In conclusion, push and pull factors are responsible for the phenomenon of street
children which is still a very big problem since circumstances that lead to this
phenomenon :u\_'. endless. For instance House holds poverty, income inequalities,
HIV/AIDS :xlildcmic, maternal motility rate and wars. These being the circumstances
that result into street children are still prevalent in the country in general and in Pallisa
District in panicular.
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It is made worse by the expenses that are incurred in trying to find solutions to the
wide spread pdvcrty and hence a wide spread problem of street children.

This howcwr requires a sector wide approach and child rights based approach to
programrnin'I. This will ensure that issues related to the children's needs are put at
the fote front in order to ensure that their concerns relating to parental rights, needs
and material gains are fulfilled especially by the rights bearers of these children.

There are a m1nllx:r of children that are vulnerable and therefore resort to street life as
an attentive. l lerc therefore, the very young including those who have both parents,
Single parents. \Vithout parents and line under the care of substitute parents who don't
care so much ::bout the children's concerns.

The findings however indicated that there is no concern from the Town council
authority regarding issues related to street children, yetthese children move on to the
streets up 1o late in the right. The researcher's observation was that over 80% of the
children from the ages of 7 years up to around 17years leave the streets late at around
midnight.
There · is atso

Lack of coordination between vanous non-

Governmental

Organizations tli::it do provide social services to vulnerable children for example
Action Aid Uganda (ACTIONAID u), Uganda Red Cross Society (URCS), and
farming for food and development program (FADEP), Pallisa civil society
Netvvorking Organiz::ition (PACONET) among others. To note also is that some
Organization ; don't know each others role in development.

The findings ,:bow that poor parenting styles was one of the factors pushing children
on to the streets. and this is directly linked to pove1iy as a social factor that affect a
wide range of fomilies and house holds, leading to family break up, inadequate care
both medical and welfare escalates mistreatment at home result into children being
sent by pan:rns to sell items, this was also said to be a source of Harassment from
parents.

Dropping out of school was high lighted as major factor leading children to streets.
This was because some children were seen in school uniform during class hour while
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moving around film halls and some even entering in school uniforms. There is need to
support chi] ren budget initiative that will include monitoring and advocacy of
children

The ultimate aim of this is to realize adequate allocation of

resources to

·1dren and to ensure that parents play their roles of mentoring young

people. Progf~tms that address vulnerability of children should be supported.

It is relati\·ely well known that the healthy emotional cognitive and physical
development of young people requires that they have at least one consistent and
loving carcg iver with whom they form abound. The need to ensure that family based
care is avai

for you11g peo1Jle is obvious a11d i11nnediate as this 111ore over it is

vital to note

children living out models, thus facing a greater risk of feeling

powerless

disaflected, therefore resorting to activities that lead them in to

criminal case as a result of the struggle for survival .

The big num

of street children who are not 011)hans but are still in contact with

their families

work on the streets to argument their house hold Income need to be

budgeted

:it .

consideration (
continued
from home o

!I levels using rights based approach to programming that put into

asp(.;ct of universal human rights basic approach. As a result of
comfortable environment in families, many children have run away
in response to psychological, physical, emotional and psycho- social

problems th:,t characterize their families and in minimal cases sexual abuse, Hence
these need tu

addressed most especially at the inter - house hold level to create

comfortable home environments.

The finding:, ·

icatcd that biggest number of children on the street were males. This

was becaus,: females· tend to endure abusive and exploitative situations at home
mostly by sk p:1rents.

There was c1·idence from the result that shown that dropping out of school is one of
major factor:; pushing children on the streets. In fact the majorities of full- time street
children ha\ :

to school but could not continue.

The Education system should consider Technical, Vocational Education that can
accommod:1te even people with semi-skills; Free and compulsory Education would
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certainly be one of the necessary conditions that would effectively reduce the number
of children on

streets except on extreme cases. The researcher note that it is the

current Educ:1tiun that is responsible for producing Job seekers yet the Job market is
so narrow

accummodate them.

Observed

was the unfavorable living conditions in rural areas and the attraction

of urban ct:ntcrs (push and pull factors) which are increasing the trend of
urbanizatio; in Uganda as such free primary Education, a balanced Economic
growth, modernization of Agriculture and other credit schemes are a way towards

.

.

1mprovmg

framework that will guarantee improved child welfare. The

governmenL

to channel resources to the rural areas as away of addressing the

causes of srrcet children rather than addressing the symptoms.

Polices concermng the micro- Economic framework do not directly target the
affected

of vulnerable children.

g1'<

The rights

'ar,~,rs are

communicati,ln

111

most case not aware that the right holders need clear

\vill make them understand their rights. Moreover some of them

tend to misinterpret the rights of children yet actually they are supposed to be
universal as

Children

Jh.'1.

in the universal declaration of Human Rights.

tu be brought in a good environment that will ensure that there 1s

proper care. reeding, and above all socialization.

Majority of
Move onto

people do not understand the vulnerability of children who
hence tend to think that their problems are self imposed and

therefore docs not require intervention. The office of probation and social welfare
need to be concerned about moving out side to establish the number of children who
are on the st
for better

beG1usc of the difficult circumstances as such will open up avenues
to these children. In fact social workers needs to focus their

attention on ensuring proper care and welfare of young people in general

Sports activities have great out play in serving as a measure towards bringing children
together and improving children's psychological thinking and brain development.
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There is a high degree of interest by street children in sports particularly football this
because of the nature of happiness that it derives. The social dimension of sports
activities for example group efforts to score a goal is motivated by good leadership
and general ability to aim at a win.

5.3 POLICY RECOMMEDATIONS.
Tbe Government

The government should consider constructing children's care center to accommodate
those that are helpless more so 011Jhans without any biological parent or relatives.
This plan should go along way with the allocation of resources like social assistance
to children below the poverty line. Rehabilitation plan should aim at training children
in income generation activities and self help projects for example vocational training
skills, tailoring and shoe shining

Programs for the disadvantaged and vulnerable children needs to be implemented by
the government in partnership with NGO's , community groups / CBO's, Local
Councils, Faith Based Organizations and other private individuals in order to enhance
the capacity of families to care for the children.

The department of Probation and Social Welfare should mm to create public
awareness and play the role of advocacy for children's rights with special emphases to
the rights of the disadvantaged and vulnerable children in Pallisa and should
coordinate with Civil Society like PACONET plus other Advocacy groups to ensure
uniformity of services and effective implementation of Programs and policies.

The government should consider promoting radical change in formal and informal
Education

The Government should address the needs of low Income earners and disadvantaged
groups like the Orphans and children from single parent house hold and above all
child headed house hold through promotion of policies that ensures attai1m1ent of
Education that guarantees the equipment of skills to enable possibilities of self Employment and self reliance.
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Children consulted in this study feel that expressed that local government currently is
not interested in their situation. For example child neglected is rampant in Pallisa as
reported by the probarion office, inspite of this, there is no direct intervention to take
action against the parents. Secondary data from the records

in the probation and

social welfare office. about 15 cases about child neglect every month since the
beginning of 1995. Moreover the society in Pallisa is ignorant about child neglect,
divorce and separation which is the order of the day. There is need therefore for the
local government in Pallisa to come up with awareness campaigns that should aim at
sensitizing the public on issues pe1iaining the rights of children, this will help to
reduce cases of child neglect

Policy makers should emphasis and seek to end the phenomenon of street children
syndrome in Pallisa Town Council and else were in the country through initiating
programs and policies that address ll1e wide house hold poverty. However, over
corning poveiiy requires un in-depth understanding of the factors that force children
on the streets as well as effective intervention that is suited to each unique socio
cultural and economic environment where these children originate from.

The Civil society and

NGOs

The Civil Society for ex::unple Uganda Human Rights cornm1ss10n, Pallisa Civil
Society Networking Organization should ensure that issues concerning the Rights of
children are taken seriously by players at all levels including the Local and Central
government. Should inform the community the children have a high potential for
becoming responsible adults but they only need to be treated properly and workers
need to motivate them through

formation groups for solidarity action and

development of leadership control management and social skills.

NGOs should include programs that emphasize imparting of social and life skills into
children. In fact most children especially girls lack social and life skills yet they are
instrumental for self control. This is the reason why most girl children drop out of
schools and impregnated most often. Today most health programs have incorporated
the teaching of girl child about safer sex and use of condoms plus ABC model but
emphasis should be put on the education of social and life skills. In Pallisa for
example research has sho,vn that most children are spoiled in primary five (5) and six
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so most of them end up not reaching secondary therefore children born to these
mothers end up on the street because the mothers lack sufficient income to meet all
the basic needs of children

There is need for NG Os and Civil Society to employ nrnltiple interventions that is
integrated with one another and should implement sustainable alternatives to keep
children from returning to hazardous and exploitative situations on the streets.
Additional vital comJ)Onents of eradicating the problem of street children are the
insertion of community awareness activities in project design. For instance public
awareness campaign to educate parents, community leaders, local organizations,
teachers and civil society about the dangers associated with the street children and its
long term negative effects on future society.

NGOs should initiate Small Scale Projects especially in rural areas so that people can
generate their own income as a way solving the problem of poverty hence reducing on
the number of chil.drcn who join the streets because of the primary poverty. This
however, should go hand in hand with the government sensitizing law enforcement
personnel to check on issues of child abuse.

Parents and guardians

Parents and Gardenias should stop the bad habit of abusing their children. However,
this req:uires sensitization of the care givers and rights bearers.
The parents should ensure that children are taught all the community values, roles and
culture to ensure proper conduct with in the society. The informal Education should
not be lift behind hence needs of children should be considered in addition to values,
roles and skills acquired at the community level. If all is ensured children will grow
up as responsible adults-instead of being with drawn on the streets.

Parents should also stop child negligence which in addition has led to many of them
running away from home and joining the street where there is total freedom
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Hash parenting styles should be stopped. This includes child beating, using abusive
languages, imposing heavy duties on the children, denial of child rights and denial of
food to the children.

Pallisa Town Council Authority

Pallisa Town Council together with the Police under Family and Child Protection
Unit, Probation and Social Welfare including the Secretary for Children's Affairs at
the Local Council Level should ensme that concerted effort to respond to the needs of
children is considered first priority to prevent them from joining the street

There is need to establish children's center or club where they can gather and play
during leisure time instead of moving on to streets. The Authorities of Pallisa Town
Council should consider opening up children's care center such that children without
parents are kept in those care centers, this will reduce on their numbers on the streets.
Poverty has great impact on the social conditions of these children. 1f these strategies
can be implemented ai1el key players play their role then it would go a long way to
addressing the problems and issues of the children stopping a large of them to join the
street.
Where poverty breaks up families, economic and social policies should come up
together to help to protect the dignity of children's lives. Moreover NGO's must come
up to back up the efforts of agencies that are concern with matters of children and
above all create awareness such that comprehensive steps through ,vith of programs
with other pminers in development to reduce the number of children on the streets.
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APPENDIX I
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
Child: ~ Any person below the age of 18 years.

Street children: - these are children for whom the street more than their families have

become their real home. It includes children who might not necessary be homeless or
without families, but vvho live in situations where there is no protection, supervision
and direction from responsible adults.

Orphans: Any child who has lost either one or both of their biological parents.

Guardian: - Any person caring for a non biological child whose parents caimot do so

for one reason or the other. This definition does not include biological parents of the
child.

Child headed household: - A house in which a child 1s the main provider and

decision maker
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APPENDIX II
OF ACCRONYM AND ABBREVIATIONS

UNICEF:

UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL CHILREN EDUCATION
FUND

NCC:

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN

HIV/ AIDS

HUMAN IMMUNO VIRUS/ ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY
SYNDROM.

FOCA

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN ASSOCIATION

UN

UNITED NATIONS

OAU

ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

AU

AFRICAN UNION

FB

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CWIN

CENTER FOR CHILD WORKERS IN NEPALS

LC

LOCAL COUNCIL

NGOs

NON GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION

PA CONET

PALLI SA CIVAL SOCIETY NETWORKING ORGANISATIONS

CB Os

COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATION

FBOs

FAITH BASED ORGANISATION

MoGLSD

MINISTRY OF GENDER, LABOUR AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

MoGSA

MINISTRY OF GENDER AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS.

MoLCD

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

CCF

CHRISTRIAN CHILDREN'S FUNDS
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APPENDICES IV
QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire was designed to seek possible answers to the topic that was under
study. However the researcher assured the respondents of the confidentiality of the
information and assured them that only to be used for Academic purposes.

This Section was administered to Children that \Yere found moving onto Streets
in the Arca of Study.

The respondents included both male and female from the age of (7 - 18 years)
These respondents were selected randomly

The area of study was Pallisa Town Council Central Division

1 What are the reasons why you move on to streets?
(a) ................................................................................................ .
(b) .................................................................................................. .

© ................................................................................................... .
(d)

(e)

2 Do you always go back home after moving?

(a) Yes

D

(b) No

D

If yes what time do you always go back

3. Which type ohvork do you always involve yom self in?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
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This Section

ministered To the Local Leaders, Community
JVIembers, and Agency Officers

These were selected randomly for the purpose of getting quality data to the
research study, hwwcvcr for purposes of comparisons few similar questions were
developed for both

and Adult Respondents

1. What do you think causes children to move onto streets in this area?
(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

2. What kind of families do you think are most vulnerable to having children move to
streets?
(a)
(b)

(c) ................................................................................................ .
3).What are the challenges that Local Leaders and Parents face in trying to prevent
children from moving onto streets.
a) ................................................................................................... .
b) ····················· ··············································································
c) .................................................................................................. .
d) .................................................................................................. .

4. What impact do these children cause to the local community and town council?
(a)

(b)
(c) ................................................................................................ .

5. What do you think should be done in order to prevent children from moving onto
streets?
(a) ................................................................................................ .
(b) .......................................... ·········· ........ ······ .............................. .
(c) ................................................................................................ .
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