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ABSTRACT
The study focused on child labour and academic performance of learners in Bombo
town council, Luwero District .This study was based on three objectives, i.e. to find
the causes of child labor in Bombo town council, to identify effects of child labour
on academic performance and solutions
The study employed a cross sectional survey with 196 respondents selected by
simple random sampling. The schools and respondents were randomly selected.
Qualitative and quantitative data collections methods were used. Data were coded,
cleared and entered EPI-DATA and reported to SPSS for analysis.
About 52.3% of the respondents were female and 47.4% being male. Most
respondents were below the age of 19 and majority were in 0 level
In conclusion, the major cause of child labour is poverty since most parents lie
below the poverty line.
This study recommends government and different stake holders to try all possible
means of fighting child labour in our community. The government should therefore
enforce laws on human right to combat this evil.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
LO Introduction

Li Background of the Study~

Child labor is a worldwide problem and therefore its eradication needs to be addressed
globally, Chakvavarthi [2004]. Children are involved in risky and exploitative activities.
Many reports have been given about the occurrence of this phenomenon both in
developed and developing countries with this reports, many definitions have been
given about what child labor mean For example; child labor is defined as any activity
performed by a person under the age of fifteen years that is detrimental and
exploitative. Cha kvavarthi [2004].
International Labor Organization [ILO] says that child labor is any work done by a child
that interferes with his or her upbringing, health and education. UNICEF [2001].
In Uganda, a child is a person who falls below the age of eighteen years. This is well
stipulated in the constitution of Uganda.
Developing countries seems to be the most fertile ground when it comes to child labor.
Estimates provided by International Labor organization showed that there were two
hundred seventy millions children between the age of five and fifteen in their countries
who still suffer from child labor.

130 million worked under full time and while 140

work as part timers. Chakvavarthi [2004].
The working were spread across various economic sectors with domestic services
taking the largest share. The other common one includes agriculture, quarrying and
fishing. They also involves in car washing, commercial sex without forgetting the
increasing common scrap metal and garbage collection. Some agricultural activities
includes coffee picking, sugar cane cutting and packaging of horticultural products.
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This activities go on both during school time and during holidays. As a result, the
school attendance become irregular or they do not attend school at all.
Child labor should be viewed with serious concern. Why? The reason is that large
numbers of children is trapped in highly exploitative and abusive employment. In spite
of these, matters are made worst due to the poor working conditions, inadequate
nutrition, health care and lack of education. Children also work for long hours in
different part of the world and even in Africa. In the end, they receive little or no
payment at all.
Uganda is non exceptional when it comes to child labor. What exist are mere estimate
by individual. For example; Ministry of labor and gender during 2013 labor day
celebration reported that 2.5 million children of school going age were out of school. If
child labor continues without being addressed, it will rise up to 4.6million by the year
2021.
Approximation evidence was given in 2001. The ministry of labor and gender said that
more than 4 million children were engaged in labor. This placed the country fifth
among other African countries where practices is carried out. This is a brief
background of child labor especially in the world, African and Uganda’s setting.

L2 Statement of the ProbIem~
The reality was that poor performance of learners in Bombo town council is brought
about by excessive child labor most especially in the rural areas. This is exposing
children to too much domestic work rather than school work. This kind of situation has
become so common today to the extent that it has called for intervention by the
government, NGOs and other stake holder in trying to overcome this forms of child
abuse.
Much has been done by the government to reduce child labor in Uganda. For
example; the government has strengthened the issues of child rights and emphasizing
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the issues of child responsibility, the government has also set up child protection unit,
among others.
As a result of such problems, there has been high rate of school dropout, early child
pregnancy, and poor academic performance among others. It has also led to
indiscipline among school learners. It is against such problem that the researcher has
pick interest to investigate the cause and effects of child labor on academic
performance of learners.

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
1.3.1 Main Objective
The purpose of the study was to investigate the impact of child labor on academic
performance of learners in Luwero district, Bombo town council.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives.
I.
II.

To fine out the causes of child labor in Bombo town council.
To identity the effects of child labor of academic performance of children in
Luwero district and Bombo town council in particular.

III.

To identify the possible solutions to child labor.

1.4 Research Questions.
I.
II.
IlL

What are causes of child labor in Bombo town council?
What are the effects of child labor on academic performance of learners?
What are the possible solutions to child labor?

1.5 Scope of the Study.
This area looked at different scope which included; geographical scope, time scope,
content scope and theoretical scope but the emphasis will be on three scope.
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L5~1 Geographkal scope
The research was conducted in Bombo town council which is found in Luwero district
in central Uganda. The town council is located along Kampala- Gulu highway. It is
bordered by Nakasongola, Wakiso and Nakaseke district in the north, south and east
respectively
L5.2 Time scope
The study considered a period of three years from 2012 to 2015. This was selected to
enable a researcher to come out with detailed information from the respondents.
L5.3 Content scopes

The research investigated the effects of child labour on academic performance of
learners in Bombo town council and possible solutions to the problem to child labour.
1.6 Sign~ficance of the Study

The beneficiaries of the study were the administrators, teachers, learners, curriculum
developers, parents, community and the NGOs among others.
The outcomes of the research assisted the administrators to have increase in school
enrolment, reduced the rate of school dropout. The society also had harmony and
crime was be reduced.
The research helped the parents to understand their children and accepted to help
them at home by providing them with basic needs, scholastic materials among others
to assist them at school.
The results was also used to highlight teachers to realize the need and importance of
assisting learners who are child laborers in classroom tasks. It also improved the
attitudes of teachers and community toward learners who are child laborers.
The outcome also sensitized the community to support and be involved in the
wellbeing of the learners who are child laborers.
4

The results also helped the curriculum developers to review the curriculum, to refresh
courses and to modify it to suit the learners who are child laborers.
The outcomes of the results also helped the NGO5 to organize workshops and
seminars to address the issues of child labor.
The policy makers also made use the finding to campaign against child labor at the
town council and district level as well. They also used the finding when passing laws
condemning child labor.
To other researcher in this field, this research provided them with secondary data. This
helped them to have a wider source of literature up on which they can base on to write
better proposal.

L7 Limitations of the Study~
During the study, the researcher faced some challenges. One of them being shortages
of fund which made the research harder to carry out.
Besides financial constraints, there was suspicion from parents and teachers who were
not fully cooperative in responding to my questionnaire with fear of being victimized at
a later date.
More still, there was also the problem of lack of enough reference book and limited
means of transport especially in deeper rural areas in Bombo town council.
Another limitation was language barrier from different parents since financial constraint
cannot carter for translators in every trip to the field. Since Bombo is dominated by
Nubians, being a Luo (Chope) made communication difficult yet for proper research,
there should be effective communication between the researcher and the respondents.
The possible solutions to the above problems included; seeking financial assistance
from my parents to facilitate my research expenses effectively.

5

L8 Definitions of Keys Terms~
Dropout- This means to discontinue from school.
Child labor- This means any socio- economic activities performed by a person under
the age of eighteen [for the case of Uganda] which is detrimental and exploitative that
interferes with the child growth.
Academic performance- This refers to the degree or extent to a child performs in class,
The academic performance in this case can be good or poor depending on the different
factors including environment, peer influence among others.
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2~O Introduction
This chapter contains the review of literature related to child labor. In this chapter, the
research looked related at the work of different scholars, researchers and other
authorities who made research in this topic.
General comments and specific statement mode about the subjects are examined. An
attempt was made to classify the review of forms, causes, effects and intervention
measures to child labor. More emphasis was laid on the effects of child labor on
academic performance.
Child labor has been defined in different ways according to different scholars. For
example.
Child labor is the engagement of child under the age of 15 years in the labor
activities.[Kenya employment Act 2001].
It is also defined as a situation where a child provides labor in exchange of payment.
[children’s Bill Kenya 2001]. According to children Act cap 586 part 1. Child labor is
economic exploitation and any work that is harmful to the health, physical, mental,
moral and social development or what could interfere with education of a child. W.
Collins [2004].
2.1 Causes Of ChHd Labor In Bombo Town CounciL
The results obtained by ILO indicted that poverty is the main cause of child labor.
Other researcher for example. Wright [2000] confirmed that child labor is linked with
country’s economic advancement. This means that if economic growth is poor, then
more children are forced in labor market. In support the results obtained by ILO
indicated that poverty is the major cause of child labor. ILO further found that child
labor is undesirable, harmful for children and the nation. Why? The reasons could be
because it forces families to send their children to work for their survival and for
7

survival of their families. A study from nine Latin American countries showed that
income of the working children age 12 and 17 years, poverty would rise by 10 and 20
percent.
The harsh economic status has led to inability to pay education services and facilities
recent years. This has made parents to rather have children become laborers than go
to school. Education as a basic need comes third after food and health [UNICEF 2002].
Peer pressure may play a role in child labor. Peer groups may have strong influence on
the work behaviors of children. Some children involves in child labor when they see
their fellow buy expensive personal items from the money earned from the exercise.
Some are susceptible reticule on encouragement by the fellows. [0100 M and OjwangS
2001].
Social-economic causes where the community has influence on the roles of boy and
girls and how they are expected to behave many parents and the community may feel
that educating a girl is a waste of time and money. Their argument is that these girls
would eventually get married off and their education would be beneficial to only their
husband and the family married to. To some extent, some parents believed that their
sons will take care of them in old age. To ensure that their sons are able to carry out
this responsibility, it was wise to educate them than girls.
Diseases
According to Mwaura [2005] children affected by HIV/Aids and those who have lost
their dear parents through the deadly disease suffered from different form of child
labor. The other diseases which have left children to be child laborers are venereal
diseases like cancer, cancroids gonorrhea among others. This children therefore resort
to other forms of child labor in order to get a proper way of living hence being exposed
to child labor.
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Po~ygamous Ufe.
This type of family is based on a marriage to more than one wife at a time. D’Souza et
al [2000]. The children cannot enjoy the full attention of their parents. A father in a
home cannot carter for all the children produced within a family setting. This dictate
the children to struggle for their own thus engaging in different forms of child labor
activities. According to Dekker et al [1999], this is likely to create disharmony on the
family and to have destabilizing effects on its member who may have jealousy and
rivalry over the attention of the father and mother. It hampers the smooth
development of family members to maturity.
Sex role belief is expressed through the expectation of boys and girls about the
household work. Girls spend more time than boys in house hold tasks. They do general
work such as working in kitchen, bathroom, and laundry while boys most likely
involves in garbage collection, looking after animals and others. This is the fact that
mothers and daughters should be responsible for the tasks around home. Boys and
men are not expected to learn such task because they will eventually have wives to
run their families. [Noller and Callan 2000].
Lack of motivation is another cause of child labor. Some who children drop out of
school are not motivated by their parents or teachers. They are instead discouraged to
attend to school. This is especially among girls children who are seen as potential
source of income for the survival of the family. Therefore; parental influence also led
to child labor.

2.2 Effects of cMd ~abor on academk performance of ~earners ~n Bombo
town councN.
There was generally scarcity or little literature relating to academic performance. An
observation was made that in rural areas, female children are more often burdened by
after school duties than their male counterpart. [Sullerot and Olweya [2000]. He
attributed this to the fact listed below.
9

Truancy.
According to blagg [2000]

,

child falls behind with school work, loses contact with

friends and as in return, normal education becomes difficult. In most cases truant
come from disrupted family background. The child can come to school and ask for
permission to go home giving out various reasons like sickness and ends up doing
other activities like prostitutions and others.
Dropping out from school. According to WERE[2004], children drop out of school due
to parent’s misconception. If parents cannot provide basic needs of their children and
school equipment, learners decide to drop out of school instead of being frustrated by
being sent home every time and again. Then sometime shame wearing shattered
uniform. This in the ends leads to poor academic performance of learners.
Working children are known to have inadequate nutrition and health problems. This
inadequacy among school age children are noted as a cause of poor academic
performance Gilbert and Gugler [2001].
Children laborer in coffee industry who may climb tall coffee tree to collect seeds
sometimes fall down and they lose their limbs. This affects the child body functioning
ability leading to poor academic performance due to lack of competition for academic
tasks as a normal child Ochieng [2000].
Child labor leads to late coming to school. If a child is made to do a lot of domestic
chores in the morning before going to school, the child sometime reach late when the
lessons has been started yet the teachers are reluctant to repeat the previous work.
At the end when examination is brought, the child academic performance is poor.
Child labor leads to fatigue [tiresome] to the children. This makes their normal working
ability to reduce. It should be noted that when tired, the brain works at a very slow
pace. This limits the concentration of children in the class leading to poor academic
performance.
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In addition to the above, for the case of children who work in grinding mill, they are
intoxicated with fumes, they smoke cigarettes, take alcohol and practice commercial
sex and so on. They do so to cope with their hazardous conditions in the industrial
area. Furthermore, children are forced to learn bad behaviors such as lying, abusing,
and others. Also children who work with adults are noticed to be rude, indiscipline and
prove difficult. Some drugs taken by children make them to doze in class hence may
fail understand the teacher’s explanation. This lowers the concentrating span leading
to poor academic performance.
Loading and offloading of fish and other agricultural products into and from the Lorries
and among work related accident and injuries. Since these activities sometime take
place at night, this has resulted into pupil developing chest problems and bronchitis.
The children are over worked depriving them of sleep. Hence therefore these children
sleep most of the time instead of concentrating in class work leading to mental and
psychological effects thus poor academic performance of the learners.

2.3 Possib’e SoKutions to the Above ProbKem of ChiKd Labor.
Guidance and counseling.
According to Mutie [2002], in order to avoid chaos and destruction of your family in our
society, parents and guidance should provide personal and social guidance to their
children in their educational institution.
Ndambuki [2002] it is a family that a child learn to trust others and develop acceptable
behavior. For this to happen, an enabling environment must be created by providing
basic need such as food clothing, shelter and also giving children unconditional love,
listening to children and giving to them simple

and appropriate answers to their

question, avoiding quarrel and fight and finally being a role model to them.
All parents and guidance regardless of their economic status should strive to provide
the basic need for their children. This will avoid the children chances of seeking
alternatives ways of satisfying their needs. This will enable them to minimize of their
11

chances of participating in different forms of child labor. If this is done successfully by
the parents, most likely academic performance will improve.
The policy of free education should be strengthened by the government. This can be
done by allocating a lot of fund in education sector especially Universal Primary
Education, Universal Secondary Education and even supporting children who join
universities. Although this is done, it is done at a minimal level. So; more emphasis has
to be put in education. Report from the new vision [2012] emphasized about revising
student loan scheme to favor science students. This is the kind of motivation and
emphasis which has to be promoted by the government. If this is done, most children
will get access to school and therefore choice to attend classes than go to attend to
different non class activities. In a long run academic performance will improve
gradually.
Some businesses that encourages the participation of children such as charcoal burning
and selling, sport betting, transportation of water to hotel, playing cards for money,
and other different form of gambling should be stopped. This will allow students to
participate in different class activities and hence will improve on their academic
performance.
Policy makers should formulate laws governing child rights to help campaign against
child labor. This can done through; through strengthening child protection unit [CPU],
child courts, establishing clubs for children. Through this, children rights will be taken
with much consideration, this will make children to actively participate more in
academic work since their rights and interest are protected hence in a long run,
academic performance will improve.
Teachers should update their records [attendance register] so as to follow up the
attendance of children. If this is done successfully, proper punishment can be
administered to the learners who always miss class. This will make them to endeavor
to attend classes. And as a result, academic performance will improve other factors
remaining constant.
12

Parents-teachers meeting should be held so that teachers inform parents about the
dangers of child labor on academic performance of learners. It will also help the
parents to inform teachers about the weakness of their children. This will make the
teachers to help the children during class hours hence this will improve on the
academic performance of learners in a long run.
Despite many Ugandan researchers have studied about on child labor in many forums.
I felt that little has been on its effects on academic performance. This has made the
researcher to carry out a research to investigate the effect of child labor on academic
performance
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction.
This charter shall present the frame work within which research is conducted. This
include research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling technique,
sources of data, methods of data collection, data analysis ,reliability and validity of
instrument, ethical consideration and limitation of the study.
3.1 Research design
The research used a descriptive survey. The research was carried out using both
qualitative and quantitative data collection methods. The qualitative method included
interview and observation whereas the quantitative method was by use of
questionnaire.

3.2 Population of the study
The study was carried out in Bombo town council, Luwero district in central Uganda.
The targeted population was 400 people from 2 schools of Bombo SS and Bombo army
SS comprising of 320 students, 52 parents and 28 teachers according to the field
survey of 2015

3.3 Sample size
The sample size of 196 was selected from the population of 400 using simple random
sampling. This was in according to RV and Morgan D.W table (1970)

3.4 Sampling technique
The researcher used simple random sampling. This was to ensure that certain group
from the population was represented in the sample in proportion to their numbers in
the population itself.
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3.5 Sources of data
The researcher used both primary and secondary data. Roston (2001) define primary
data as the data that can be gathered for the first time or that has never been
reported anywhere. The shortcoming of secondary data such as out datedness and
inadequately of coverage necessitate the use of primary data. Self-administered
questionnaire and observation will be used. This helped the researcher to cover a
larger population in a short while.
Secondary data was also be used. Roston (2001) also define secondary data as the
type of data that has been reported by other researchers. They include report from
different social media, newspapers, radios, government publication among others.

3.6 Methods of data collect~on
The forms of research instrument to be used include;

3.6.1 Quest~onna~re
The researcher used questionnaire to collect data from the respondents. A
questionnaire is a formulated written set of questions which is used respondents
answers. The questionnaire to be used in data collection was both closed and open
ended. The questionnaire was used because they were cheap to be administered to
both students, teachers and parents in various school within a short while. The
questionnaire helped to answer the question on child labor on academic performance
of learners.

3.6.2 Interv~ews
The researcher also used interview method. Interview guide for students, teachers,
and parents was used to conduct the exercise. The need to obtain cooperation of the
respondents was important here. According to olive M Mugenda and Abel G.Mugenda
(2003), cooperation helped to obtain maximum and accurate information. Interviews
helped to establish perception of the various stake holders about the child labor and
15

academic performance. Through interview, detailed information not explained from
other method can be obtained.
3.6.3 Observation method
Observation method was also used. This helped the researcher to establish what
actually happened on the ground. Other forms of child labor were observed to
establish participation by students, teachers as well as parents.
.7 Re[iability and vahdity of instrument,
The instrument such as questionnaire was pre-tested on at least 10 respondents in
Bombo SS with senior one student. The purpose of the pre-testing was to establish the
validity and reliability of the research instruments.

3.8 Data ana~ysis
In the process of data analysis, collected information was recorded organized, and
coded. Mbabazi Tadeo (2008), says data is best presented in a table and chart form for
easy interpretation. This overcame the difficulty of using SPSS.

3.9 Ethical consideration
Ethics in this case means that the research has to be in line with professional and
societal norm and value. To ensure that ethics was practiced in this as well as utmost
confidentiality for respondents and data provided by them, the following will be done
to ensure ethics.
The questionnaire was coded. The respondents were requested to the informed
consent, the author cited in the text was acknowledged through citation and
referencing, the finding was be presented in generalized manner.

16

3.10 Um~tation of the study
The intervening or extraneous variable. These included personal biases and dishonesty
amongst the respondents. To minimize this threat, the researcher requested the
respondents from being subjective while answering the questionnaire.

17

CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter is all about analysis of questions that were presented by respondents in
the questionnaire. It dealt with data presentation using table and conclusion was drawn
on causes and effects of child labor on academic performance of learners in Bombo
town council.
In this chapter, the questionnaires were issued to students and teachers. They both
gave different responses as far as child labor is concerned.

Table 4. 1 Demographic characteristics of the respondents
Gender
Male
Female
Total

Frequency
93
103
196

Percentage
47.4
52.53
100

~ge group
11-18
19-28
29-40
Above 40
Total
Education_~eveK
University
A’level
O’level
Primary
Didn’t attend school
Total
Marita’ status
Single
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Searching
Total

90
81
23
2
196

45.9
41.3
11.7
1
100

32
68
71
10
15
196

16.3
34.7
36.2
5.1
7.7
100

150
37
5
4
0
196

76.5
18.8
2.5
2
0
100
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Table one shows the demographic characteristics of the respondents who participated

in filling the questionnaire. From table one above, it is evident that most of the
respondents were female that is, 103 which is 52.5 percent whereas the female were
93 (47.4 percent) basing on the sample of 196 respondents implying that female can
easily be accessed.
Basing on age of the respondent, the respondents were grouped as 10-18, 19-28, 2940 and 41 and above and all those age group scored 45.9 percent, 41.3 percent, 11.7
percent and 1 percent respectively.
On education level, majority of the respondents were in O’level with the total of 71
people and the percentage of

36.2. Meanwhile, 68 (34.7 percent) were in A’level. 10

respondents however had completed primary level (5.1 percent). 15 however didn’t
attend to school.
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Response from quest~onna~re.

Table 4.1: Types of work children involved in child labour
Types of work

Frequency (f)

Percentage

Gardening

72

36.73

Herding

42

21.42

House hold

82

41.83

196

100

Tota~

According to the table, 41.83 percent of the respondents ticked against house hold
work, 21.42 percent ticked against herding while 14.28 ticked against gardening. From
the results, it is evident that most pupils involved in the house hold core. The house
hold work may come from areas where domestic work is done by both girls and boys.
People who ticked against herding could be coming from pastoralist society. Then,
pupils who ticked against gardening may be coming from home where crops are grown
as the farming activities.
Others types of work apart from the above which the respondents gave are charcoal
burning, and transporting milk and water.

Table4.3: payment students get from the work done.
Payment

Frequency (f)

Percentage

Food

54

27.55

Money

142

72.44

None of the above

0

0

Tota’

196

100

From the result on the table, 72.44 percent of the respondents are given money as
payment while 27.55 percent are given food as payment for their labour. Others receive
20

different forms of payment which were not mentioned by the respondents. In
conclusion, it is evident that money is the most type of payment pupils receive after
labor

Table 4.4 major cause of child labour
Causes

Frequency (f)

Percentage

Poverty

101

51.5

Parental influence

54

27.55

Peer pressure

41

20.9

196

100

Tota’

From the result on the table above, it is observed that, 51.5 percent ticked against
poverty as the major cause of child labor in Bombo town council, 27. 55 percent on the
other hand ticked against parental influence. In this case, teachers received complain
about parent over loading their children with house hold work with the aim of fighting
against poverty. 20.9 percent on the other hand pointed out that peer pressure is the
major cause of child labor especially in school. It can be concluded that poverty is the
major cause of child labour since most parents live below the poverty line.

Table 4.5: STUDENTS MOSTLY AFFECTED BY CHILD LABOUR
Gender

Frequency (f)

Percentage

Girls

94

47.9

Boys

70

35.7

Both

32

16.3

Tota~

196

100

From the table above, it was found out that 47.9 percent of child laborers are girls while
their counterpart boys consist of 35.7 percent being boys. It was also found out that
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16.3 percent of child laborers

consist of both girls and boys. The girls taking bigger

percentage is based on a believed of old tradition that most of the house hold work is
supposed to be done by girl child only as the boys sit and watch.

Table 4.5: Does child labor affect academic performance of learners?
Affect

Frequency (f)

Percentage

Yes

182

92.85

No

14

7.1

Tota’

196

100

From the table above, more than three quarter suggested yes implying that, child labor
affect academic performance of learners. However, 7.1 had different view of the answer
No. it is not surprising that, this could be amongst the practitioner of child labor in their
respective home and communities.
Alternatively, those who said No could have seen cases where child laborers their status
and excel.
But in conclusion, it can be said that child labor greatly affect the academic
performance of learners and therefore its immediate solution has to got
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Table 4.7: intervention measures to child labour
Intervention

Frequency

(0

Percentage

measures
Creation of parental

58

29.6

97

49.4

41

20.9

196

100

awareness
Strengthening of free
secondary education
Sensitizing students
on child rights and
responsibilities
Tota~

From the table above, it is observed that 49.4 percent of the respondents ticked against
strengthening free secondary education. According to their view, pupils don’t go to
school simply because of high tuition fee. If free secondary school is strengthened,
majority will get access to free education and therefore the evil of child labor would be
minimized in our communities.
Other 29~6 respondents suggested that parental awareness should be emphasized. This
will make them aware of the dangers of child labor on their children life and will
struggle to provide the basic need of life of the learners.
Also, 20.9 percent suggested that children need to be sensitize about their rights and
responsibilities which will help them to live responsibly and this will stop them from
involving in different child labor activities
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION.

5.0 Introduction
In this chapter the results of charter four are discussed. In discussion, attempt were
made to integrate the finding from the related literature review.
Summary conclusion, remarks recommendation for further research are made. Every
observative factor will be discussed according to the result obtained.
In discussion, the literature reviewed in charter two will be compared with finding in
charter four, comparison is made between the literature review and research finding in
chapter four following the order of observation.
Discussion

5.1 Causes of Child Labor
Question two tackled on the cause of child labor. The results obtained by ILO and
Wright (1990) poverty as a major cause of child labor in relation to a country’s
economic growth. Other causes include gender where greater demand are made on
female child to assist in household chores. UNICEF (1992) declined in employment
opportunities in modern sector. Ochieng JP (1990), parental influence where parents
removed their children from school to go and work according to Magwire (2000) and
peer pressure where children are attracted to work when they their fellows buy
expensive personal items from the money they earn
Respondents at Bombo agree with the poverty as major causes of child labor. I strongly
agree with the point since most people in the town council live below the poverty line.
They have mentioned poverty, gender, lack of employment, parental influence and peer
pressure.
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Children from poor family’s seem o mostly involve in labor. They do so for their survival
of their family. A possible reason is that some of their parents died of HIV/AIDS
pandemic. The children are left to care for themselves and their siblings.
To some extent, parents especially in rural areas who are faced with financial constrain
send their children to work. This is to supplement the family income or assist in
business. This study noted that some parts are known to remove their children from
school to make their working jobs like gardening, charcoal burning and transport. This
is confirmed by the fact that, there is high rate of absenteeism among pupils in the area
during famine which begins in May. Most children from business earning families are
absent during market days that is on Saturday. During this market day, this children
assist parents to sell clothes and other items. In my opinion, is that lack of aggravate
girl child access to education.
HIV/aids have been cited as one of the cause of child labor. A possible reason is that
some parents died of pandemic. The children are left to care for themselves and their
young siblings. In order to provide the need of the family, the mothers and the fathers
have to provide labor for exchange of payment, some of these children participate in
activities like hawking, charcoal burning and house hold work done.
Other causes which the respondents mentioned apart from those in the literature
review is broken families and juvenile during abuse.
Peer pressure has also been cited as the causes of child labor. There are cases of
students who have dropped out of school influencing those still in school to participate
in activities such as charcoal burning, herding and so on when they see those already
involved in the activities buying expensive items using money gained from the exercise.
Gender seems to play a key role when it comes to child labor. Girls are not likely to
involve in household chores than their brothers. From the results, it is evident that
parents keep their daughters at home to help washing, cooking, and fetching water,
and fire wood and caring for babies. Those who attend school engage in this activists in
the evening. With all this activities done, it lead to fatigue and therefore leading to
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exhaustion and hence leading to poor academic performance. Some parents of not take
education of girl child education since they believe that this girls would get married.
Therefore, the benefit of her education may only benefit the man’s family.
In my finding, stealing is also another causes of child labor. In areas where population
is high, and parents especially single ones who have no source of income assign their
children to go and pick or pick pocket or snatch goods or money from the people. This
could be the only alternative to earn a living. This is a duty that the child is assign to
perform.
In my opinion, in addition, begging may also results into child labor. Some parents who
may not assign the duty of stealing to their children assign them to go and beg money
from people. They rely on this activity as the convenient way of earning a living.
In my finding and research, education is free though taxing. It is difficult for a parent to
provide necessary education to all. This makes girl child education to be ignored.
Poverty can also aggravate their lack of education. Parents with scare resources choose
to educate their sons instead of their daughters. Due to this, a girl will remain at home.
Mechanization has worsened the state of child workers. The use of machine to replace
manpower has resulted to children involvement in dangerous activities such as
commercial sex.
The second questions looked at the effects of child labor on academic performance.
According to the TRACOL (2001) children who involve in herding activities did at the
expense of their education. The long hours of work spent in a job results in fatigue,
restlessness and lack of concentration which intern resulted into low performance, high
rate of school dropouts and stigmatization.
According to TRACOL absenteeism, poor academic performance, fatigue, restlessness,
and lacks of concentration are effects of child labor on academic performance. While
according to dogramaci cited poor academic failure and high dropout rates. He also
cited chest problem bronchitis, mental and psychological effects. TRACOL (2001)
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further found out that children who involve in milk transportation and selling did it at
the expense of their education.
In addition to the above, respondents in Bombo town council have strongly agreed with
the above effects since they mentioned loss of time, absenteeism, lack of concentration,
fatigue and school dropout. So, all these led to poor academic performance of learners.
Some drugs cause drossiness which lowers concentration attention. The respondents
found that children involved in child labor are lying rude and abuse others smoke and
drink alcohol,. All these lowers and attention span.
In comparison of the setting, the research disagree issues with Dogramaci that child
labor practices, drug trafficking, drug abuse, could be because Bombo is in rural setting.

5.2 Conclusion and Summary of the Finding.
Considering the average results perform better than those working in some case it is
vice versa. Maybe the child laborers take their disadvantage and compensate. This is
why they excel academically than their colleague. Ndurumo M (2002) noted
compensation in formation reaction as a personality trait which is exactly opposite of
what one feels. They may also be doing it so as to improve the status of the family.
Ndurumo M(2002) parents who might be relatively available are likely to advice their
children to do well in order to improve their family status the able parents may not have
the work to check the work of their children due to time constrains. On the order hand
children from rich families tend to be proud. They tend to withdraw from class work
especially if they find a difficulty. They may console themselves by saying that their
parents are rich and do not need to torture themselves with education.
It is the hope of the investigator all that has been written will be used in one way or the
other. Particularly educators in the areas where child labor are practiced. They can
implement and strengthen the policy of free secondary education.
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5.3 Intervention Measures
All parents and guidance regardless of their economic levels should strive to provide
basic needs for their children from seeking alternative ways of satisfying them. In so
doing, the students will stay at home or go to school. In a long run, they will not
involve in such activities that expose them into child labor.
Free secondary education should be strengthened. The government should continue
providing free secondary education and school uniforms. In most cases children involve

in activities that make them child laborers simply because their parents cannot afford to
take them to good school. So, if free secondary education is strengthened, it will
encourage children to join school and therefore child labors will be minimized in Bombo
and Uganda in particular.
Parents should consider the issue of girl child education as being paramount. This will
enable them to compete on an equal grounds with boys. They should also be given
supportive environment at home in order to realize their potential. In so doing, they will
become respectful people which will contribute to the wellbeing of their family,
communities and Uganda at large
Teachers should update their attendance register so that follow up can be made on
student’s movement and behaviors.
The administration, police, chiefs should involve people who involve children into
children labor. Children should be made aware of their right through clubs like debate
where they can be sensitized.
Parents should guide and counsel their children about the negative effects of child
labour on academic performance. The parents whose children are involved in child labor
should be enlightened on the negative effects of child labor. On academic performance
of their children.
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5.4 Recommendations
In light of research finding, the following recommendations were made. Free secondary
education should be strengthened. To add on this, the government should also provide
school uniform to the students. Ifs all this is done, the children will find no reasons to
remain at home under the disguise of lack of school fee and other scholastic materials
like books, pens, uniform and so on.
The media should also create awareness about child labors. The media social media like
televisions, radio, newspapers, and magazines for example straight talk, young talk etc.
should try to create awareness about the dangers of child labor among people. Child
orient programs like cartoons, used be used to make children aware of their rights and
responsibilities. The program should be used to create awareness about child labor and
its effects on child academic performance of learners.
Provision of the conducive incentives and protection to people who report about child
labor practices. The government and well-wishers can do this.
Campaign against child labor activists, politicians, public meetings and holidays
education day, health days. Secondary school curriculum should be adapted to
contained integrated about teaching child labour and child rights as a topics
The law makers should pass law governing child labour at all levels. And penalties
should be appropriate for those who go against it.
Leaning system should be changed. Lessons should start at 7:20am to 6:10pm. This will
stop children who engage in activities like herding cattle, milking and post harvesting
because time will limit them.
Parents should not flood their children with money. The children will try to maintain the
flow by involving in child labour activities.
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5.5 Areas for Further Research
The researcher suggest the following areas to be InvestigalEd In the same field.
Parental Influence on child labour
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APPENDIX: QUESTIONNAIRES
My name is Awel James, a student of Kampala international university pursuing a
Bachelor degree in education. I am carrying out a research o child labour and academic
performance in Bombo town council. I kindly request you to provide me with
information. This information will be treated with confidential and used for academic
purpose only.
Quest~onnafre for teachers
Dear respondents.
The researcher is a student of KIU under taking Bachelor of art with education on child
labour and academic performance of learners in Bombo town council.

Sex:

Male

Working experience:

I

below 5 years:

Qualification: certificate:
Marital status: single

I

female:

I

j

5 years :

diploma

____~egree:

married

[J~ivorced

j

~ master

L~1

____

1) Do you agree with the following statement about child labour and academic
performance of learners.
a)The major causes of child labour is poverty
4~gree

____

Disagree

I

b)The major cause of child labour is parental influence

____I

Agree

I

Disagree

I

(c) The major cause of child labour is peer pressure
Agree

I

____I

Disagree

(2) The children mostly affected by child includes
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(a) Boys are mostly affected by child labour
Agree

Disagree

____

____

(b) Girls are mostly affected by child labour
Agree

I

I

Disagree

Child labour affect academic performance of learners
YesI

I

No

__

2 Do you think there is need to create awareness about child labour in the community
Yesi

I

No

__

3. if yes, what are the ways of creating awareness
1
2
3
4 Are there some solutions to child labour
YesI__

NO

I__

5. If yes, name them
1
2
3
4
5 what are the intervention measures to child labour
parental awareness
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B strengthening of free secondary education
C sensitizing students on child rights
Others;
1
2
3
6 Does child labour affect academic performance of learners?
Yesj

I

NO

I

7 If yes, which effects?
1
2
3
4
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Student’s quest~onnafre
Please, give your answer by filling ticking the box

I

Gender : male
Age

: 11-18

Class S.1-S.2

I

I
I

I

Female

I
I

I

19-28

S~3-S~4

29-40

I____ and above
S~5-S.6

____

I

1) Do you work at home?
Yes

I~J

I

NO

I

2) if yes, which work do you do normally?
Gardening

I

I

herding

I

I
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caring for babies

I

____

