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ABSTRACT
A descriptive and quantitative study was undertaken to investigate the

influence of universal secondary education on girl child education Kitswamba

Sub County in Kasese district. The following objectives have been formed to

guide the study to investigate the roof universal secondary education on girl

child education in regards to enrolment of students; to assess the impact of

universal secondary education on girl child education in regards to government

inspection; and to identify the policies that has been set to improve girl child

education in secondary schools. Stratified sampling technique was adopted to

obtain forty five (45) respondents for the study. They included teachers and

students. Both primary and secondary data were gathered. Findings reveled

that; The study revealed that universal secondary education has had an effect

on the enrollment of girl child education because parents are withdrawing their

children from private secondary schools that poor parents are choosing to

withdraw their children from ECO enters and / keep them at home until they

reach the age of secondary school entry . They refuse to pay the fees for ECD

on the grounds that ECD, like secondary education, should be free. The study

further revealed that government reduced on the number of visits to the

centers. Finally the study sought polices that would help on the impact of

universal secondary education on girl child education and the respondents

suggested that free education should extend to ECD. The study also found out

that government did not use the available policies.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 introduction
Uganda is one of the countries in Sub-Saharan Africa which tries to improve

not only primary school education but also secondary school education.

Uganda started their free universal primary education (UPE) policy in I

997.Since then primary school tuition has been free in government schools. In

2007, Uganda government started the free universal secondary education

(USE) policy which was the first in all Sub-Saharan nations.

1.1. Background to the Study

In Sub-Saharan Africa had been one of the lowest achieving regions in terms of

education. But after Education for All (EPA) by 2015 movement initiated by

UNESCO in 2000, Sub-Saharan Africa region has made a significant progress.

Primary school enrollment rates have increased in most of the countries and

dropout ratios of school have dropped considerably. According to UNESCO

(2010), between 1999 to 2007, the average net enrollment rate to primary

school has been increased from 56% to 73%. Also out-of-school population has

reduced by nearly 13 million from 1999 to 2007. But 25% of Sub-Saharan

region’s primary age school children are still Out of school which is accounted

for nearly 45% of the global out-of-school population. But these numbers could

be biased since household surveys of Sub-Saharan African countries suggest

that high level of data underestimation.

In 2007, Uganda became the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to introduce

universal secondary education. Coming 10 years after it introduced universal

primary’ education; it represented a bold step by President Yoweri Museveni’s

government. At the time, a UN report said Africa had the worst secondary

school enrolment rates in the world. Only 34% of secondary school-age

children were enrolled in class. Girls and poorer young people comprised the

bulk of those locked out of school by financial and cultural constraints.

1



Under the secondary scheme, students who get specific grades in each of the

four primary school-leaving exams study free in public schools and

participating private schools. The government pays the schools an annual

grant of up to UShs 141,000 ($52) per student, spread over three school terms.

Parents, though, have to provide the students uniform, stationery and meals.

According to Dr Yusuf Nsubua, director of basic and secondary education at

the ministry of education, before the secondary scheme barely 50% of primary

school-leavers went on to secondary education annually. Within a year of the

scheme being introduced, that figure rose to 69%. Similarly, the number of 0-

level candidates in the country rose from 172,000 in 2006 to almost 265.000

last year, an increase of 54%.

Although primary school enrollment rates have made significant progress,

secondary school enrollment rates are far behind the rest of the world,

UNESCO (2010) reports that secondary school enrollment rate was the world’s

lowest at 34% in 2007. It varies highly from country to country. Secondary

enrollment ratio was less than 11% in Niger and 97% in Seychelles and South

Africa. A high level of gender bias can also be seen in this region, the number

of girls who enrolls for the secondary schools is way behind of their

counterpart. Delayed enrollment to secondary schools is another concern in

Sub-Saharan Africa. It is reported that around 39% of lower secondary school

age adolescents are still attending primary schools.

Uganda is one of the countries in Sub-Saharan Africa which tries to improve

not only primary school education but also secondary school education.

Uganda started their free universal primary education (UPE) policy in

l997.Since then primary school tuition has been free in government schools. In

2007, Uganda government started the free universal secondary education

(USE) policy which was the first in all Sub-Saharan nations.
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Ugandan government education budget had to increase considerably with

implementing of USE policy. Moreover, international and multinational

agencies provided the fund to implement UPE policy. Although many

improvements still have to be done in terms of quality of education, according

to various surveys and researches, the impact of UPE policy on primary school

enrollments was mainly positive (Deininger 2003, Betegeka 2005, Nishimura et

al. 2008). It has also helped to close the gender gap which is one of the main

educational problems in sub-Saharan countries.

With the success of UPE policy, Uganda government introduced free universal

secondary education policy (USE) in 2007. Uganda was the first country in

sub-Saharan Africa to adopt such kind of policy. Government began to offer

free secondary education to all students who passed the primary leaving

examination in 2006. Selection of USE policy secondary schools has been done

by Uganda government. Although most of the selected schools are public

schools, there are some private secondary schools also enlisted to this policy.

According to the ministry of education in Uganda, parents are free to send their

students to any secondary school around the country. Also parents may send

their children to other secondary schools that do not take part USE policy if

they can afford to pay the fees. Although students are free of paying tuition fees

in USE schools, they still have to pay boarding fees, scholastic materials,

medical care etc. Since this USE policy is relatively new policy, not many

surveys or researches have been done evaluating the impacts of the policy.

According to ministry of education in Uganda, there are more than half a

million secondary school children who are studying under the USE policy in

some 147 schools. This is a vast improvement in terms of access to secondary

schools. However, the quality of education provided to Ugandan students is

still a questionable even as government tries to offer new subsidies to cover the
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education related costs. Even School head teachers who are one of the

important factors to succeed this policy are still confused of their ability and

knowledge to implement their role (et al. 2009).

The challenge these countries now face is to reform their educational systems

to accommodate the increase in enrolments so that schools can provide good-

quality secondary education to all (UNESCO, 2003).

Although some movement toward universal secondary education occurred

before 2007, the UNESCO-sponsored Education for all conference held in

Jomtien, Thailand, in 1990 was the impetus for spurring policy development

and implementation on a wider s~ale (UNESCO, 1990), Policy Makers attending

the conference reached the conclusion that the goal of universal basic

education could be reached only by making prima~ and secondary education

free (that is, eliminating compulsory school fees).

1.2 Statement of the problem

Despite progress, Uganda’s universal secondary education scheme faces

challenges, speaking from eastern Uganda. The grave challenges to which

Wanyama refers include poor quality of education and insufficient teachers and

equipment to meet the growing classroom population.

“Academic performance standards are deteriorating, and the education being

universal, students are just pushed through,’ Wanyama says.

Examination results give a hint of this decline. In 2006, nearly 95% of O-level

candidates achieved at least the minimum pass rate to qualify for a national

certificate. Last year, with a 54% increase in candidates, 80% qualified for the

certificate.
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Therefore this study seeks to fill the gaps that were left out by earlier

researchers by further investigating the relationship between universal

secondary Educations on girl child education particularity in Kitswamba Sub

County in Kasese district in Western Uganda.

1.3 Objectives to the study

1.3.1 General objective

The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of universal secondary

education on girl child education Kitswamba Sub County in Kasese district.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

The following objectives have been formed to guide the

1. To investigate the roof universal secondary education on girl child

education in regards to enrolment of students.

2. To assess the impact of universal secondary education on girl child

education in regards to government inspection

3. To identify the policies that has been set to improve girl child education

in secondary schools.

1.4 Research questions

1. What is the relationship between universal secondary education and the

enrolment of girl child pupils in secondary schools?

1. What is the relationship between secondary education and government

inspection of girl child education’?

2. What policies can government adopt to handle the effect of universal

secondary education on girl child education?
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1.5 Scope of the study

The study was conducted in selected secondary schools in Kasese district

Kitswamba Sub County.

1.5.1 Subject scope

The study investigated the influence of USE on girl child education. The study

investigated the influence of universal secondary education on girl child

education, with focus on investigating the roof universal secondary education

on girl child education in regards to enrolment of students; assessing the

impact of universal secondary education on girl child education in regards to

government inspection; and identifying the policies that has been set to

improve girl child education in secondary schools.

1.52 Time scope

The study be~n in March 31st 2015 and ended in July 31st 2015

1.6 Definition of terms

Education

Education in its general sense is a form of learning in which the knowledge,

skills, values, beliefs and habits of a group of people are transferred from one

generation to the next through storytelling, discussion, teaching, training, and

or research. Education may also include informal transmission of such

information from one human being to another. Education frequently takes

place under the ~idance of others, but learners may also educate themselves

(autodidactjc learning). Any experience that has a formative effect on the way

one thinks, feels, or acts may be considered educational.

Education is commonly and formally divided into stages such as preschool,

primary school, secondary school and then college, university or

apprenticeship. The science and art of how best to teach is called pedagogy.
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A right to education has been recognized by some governments. At the global

level, Article 13 of the United Nations 1966 International Covenant on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recognizes the right of everyone to an

education. Although education is compulsory in most places up to a certain

age, attendance at school often isn’t, and minorities of parents choose home-

schooling, sometimes with the assistance of modern electronic educational

technology (also called e-learning). Education can take place in formal or

informal settings.

Girl child education involves the recognition of the importance of investing in

and empowering girls during adolescence and preventing and eliminating the

various forms of violence they experience, the theme of International Day of the

Girl Child for 2014 is Empowering Adolescent Girls: Ending the Cycle of

Violence.

Building on the United Nations Secretary-General’s UNITE to End Violence

against Women campaign, we must look at the opportunities initiatives such as

Education for All and the global movement to end child marriage provide to

empower adolescent girls and must ensure that they are protected from harm,

are supported by family and friends, and are able to act in their own interest.

To take efforts to end all forms of violence against girls and women to the next

level, it is important that we focus on adolescent girls and move beyond

awareness-raising to investments in and support for this critical group that will

shape the present and the future.

Universal Basic Secondary Education is largely understood as unveiled

secondary schooling; and Free secondary Education as known in Uganda

(USE). Only after the Jomtien Conference on Education for All (EFA) In 1990

was it understood that by making Secondary education free it would include

children from poor families and thereby perhaps become universal. Schooling

costs for families are a major constraint to achieving USE.
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Direct costs can include general fees, examination fees, salary top- ups,

textbooks, materials, uniform, feeding, transportation, sports and culture.

Indirect costs are the opportunity cost of labor at home or work. By eliminating

direct costs of schooling, families could send their children to primary school.

thus increasing demand, On the supply side, very few school systems in Africa

were keyed to education for all from the outset, a strategy combining the

elimination of fees together with the reform of the EFA system is needed, (Abagi

and Odipp, 1997).

1.7 Theoretical framework

This study is based on the theory of David Hargreaves (Haralambos (1997)

which states that, ‘many schools fail to produce a sense of dignity of working-

class. If pupils fail to achieve individual success in competitive exams they will

tend to rebel and fail to develop a sense of belonging within the school.” The

researcher concurs with that conclusion within the Jamaican experience

students who are the most indiscipline oftentimes are within the group of poor

academic achievers (i.e. failure at examinations). Haralambos writing revealed

that, “to acquire dignity a person must achieve a sense of competence, of

making a contribution to, and of being valued by, the group to which he or she

belongs.’ Here Hargreaves’s positions reflect the structure of the world as it

relates to accomplishment, being successes on a competitive examination in

order to establish competence.

Meaning that, there is much stress levied on the individual to compete on an

examination in order to establish worth, mastery and that of being valued by

society. This explains why sociologists of the modern school including

Hargreaves believed that the individual should have some sense of freedom to

pursue disciplines of his/her interest or talent and not be totally dictated to by

the social institution — the school.
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That is, the education system is rigidly structured to measure students’

performance in order to allocate human resources within the role structure of

adult society.

“Conformity and obedience therefore bring their own rewards. Finally, students

emerge from the educational system with a variety of qualifications that they

and others believe have provided them with the training, skills and competence

for particular occupations. Tillich rejects this belief He argues that ‘The pupil is

schooled to confuse teaching with learning, 7 grade advancement with

education, a diploma with competence,” Haralambos (1997) said.

The researcher concurs with Haralambos’ views. The present ‘Westernized’

model is designed around qualification, success, achievement and competence

as measured by a competitive examination that cannot be a true reflection of

individuals’ depth of knowledge, skill base or even mastery in a task.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW
In most countries today full-time education, whether at school or otherwise, is

compulsory for all children up to a certain age. Due to this the proliferation of

compulsory education, combined with population growth, UNESCO has

calculated that in the next 30 years more people will receive formal education

than in all of human history thus far.

Formal education occurs in a structured environment whose explicit purpose is

teaching students. Usually formal education takes place in a school

environment, with classrooms of multiple students learning together with a

trained teacher. Most school systems are designed around a set of values or

ideals that govern all educational choices in that system. Such choices include

curriculum, physical classroom design, student-teacher interactions, and

methods of assessment, class size, educational activities, and more.

Formal education in Uganda

Ugandan education system is mainly based on British education system

Uganda was under

British colonial rule from 1894 to 1962.Under the British rulers, some

Christian missionaries started first missionary schools in Uganda in early

l890s. But education was very limited and only urban elites benefited from it.

Moreover, access to education was very problematic under the colonial rule

since most of the African students were denied to enroll in schools just because

they are Africans. After getting independence from Britain in 1962, government

immediately realized the importance of expanding the education to meet the

national interests and needs. Government recognized illiteracy and ignorance

as the main problems to tackle through education (Moses & Caine 2007).

Therefore improving primary education was the foremost interest since access

to secondary schools required, one must attend primary school first. Ugandan
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government introduced several policies which helped to improve education

access rapidly.

First education policy was the abolition of the racial school system which had

existed under the colonial rule and introduction of one national education

system. But it did not improve the school enrollment rates significantly since

financial burden remained high for majority students. Uganda introduced 7

year primary school system in 1967 by merging 6 year primary and 2 year

junior secondary school. This policy had helped to improve the access to some

form of secondary education (Bogonko 1992). Still in reality very few students

can go beyond the primary education level due to financial burden of education

even though primary school enrollment rates increased 166% between 1964

and 1982. This is relatively low increase compare with the other east African

countries like Kenya and Tanzania. During the same period Kenya and

Tanzania had increased primary enrollment rates by 327% and 523%

respectively (Moses & Caine 2007). This relative low crease was due to the

political and economic instability under the Idi Amin’s military regime between

1971 and 1979.

2.0 Introduction

Studies have been conducted to assess the role of Universal secondary

education on girl child education. Some report on negative effects, while others

note no major drawbacks. While the overall impact of the policy is yet to be

determined, the UNESCO/OECD Early childhood policy review mission, that

took place in September 2004, observed that the policy did not have a negative

impact on girl child education serving poor children.

Education is one of the most critical areas of empowerment for women, as both

the Cairo and Beijing conferences affirmed. It is also an area that offers some of

the clearest examples of discrimination women suffer. Among children not
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attending school there are twice as many girls as boys, and among illiterate

adults there are twice as many women as men.

Offering girls basic education is one sure way of giving them much greater

power -- of enabling them to make genuine choices over the kinds of lives they

wish to lead. This is not a luxury. The Convention on the Rights of the Child

and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women establish it as a basic human right. (UNESCO, 2003)

In North Eastern province, one of the most disadvantaged regions for example

there has been a sharp decrease in girl child enrolment since the

implementation o universal secondary education. Declining enrolments appear

to be so acute and widespread that there is a serious concern about the

“collapse” of secondary school services. In the better-off regions, such as

central Uganda and urban cities, decreasing enrolments are observed in public

— and community-owned secondary school centers, which typically serve

poorer children, but not in private secondary schools which accommodate the

more affluent ones.

Education is often understood as a means of overcoming handicaps, achieving

greater equality, and acquiring wealth and status for all (Sargent 1994).

Education is also often perceived as a place where children can develop

according to their unique needs and potentials, with the purpose of developing

every individual to their full potential.

Education is very important for every child whether boy or girl. It is sad that

some communities still discriminate against the education of the girl child.

About 57million children around the world are not going to school, The report,

Children Still battling to go to School, finds that 95% of the 28.5 million

children not getting a primary school education live in low and lower-middle

income countries — 44% in sub-Saharan Africa. 19% in south and west Asia

and 14% in the Arab states, UNESCO said. Girls make up 55% of the total and
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were often the victims of rape and other sexual violence that companies armed

conflicts, UNESCO said. As the world celebrates Malala’s birthday let us look at

some of the reasons why girls should get an education.

An African proverb says, “If we educate a boy, we educate one person. If we

educate a girl, we educate a family — and a whole nation.” By sending a girl to

school, she is far more likely to ensure that her children also receive an

education. As many claim, investing in a girl’s education is investing in a

nation.

Children of educated women are less likely to die before their first birthday.

Girls who receive an education are less likely to contact HIV & AIDS, and thus

less likely to pass it onto their children. Primary education alone helps reduce

infant mortality significantly, and secondary education helps even more. The

Girls Global Education Fund reports that when a child is born to a woman in

Africa who hasn’t received an education, he or she has a I in 5 chance of dying

before 5.

2.1.1 Universal secondary education and enrollment of students in

secondary schools

The main reasons for this phenomenon is that since the implementation of

universal secondary schooling, poor parents are choosing to withdraw their

children from private secondary schools and / or keep them at home until they

reach the age of marriage (Roupnarine IL. 1996) and. (UNESCO 2005).

Reports estimate that more than 50 percent of girls in India fail to enroll in

school and those who do are likely to drop out by the age of 12. As in a series

of other aspects, the girl child is also discriminated against extensively in the

right to education, even basic at times.

Lack of education denies the girl child, the knowledge and skills needed to

advance their status. Education enables the child to realize her full potential,
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to think, question and judge independently; to be a wise decision-maker,

develop civic sense and learn to respect, love his fellow human beings and to be

a good citizen (UNICEF 2003).

Figures also report that there is discrimination even in the field of higher

education. At least a 40% of girls are not allowed to pursue higher studies, due

to the conservative familial ideologies.

There is no significant improvement in terms of secondary school enrollment

rate in 2009. This finding is not surprising because the government did not

increase the number of secondary schools enrollments with only 30%

enrollment of girls. This could be because more students might have enrolled

in primary schools, hoping to continue their studies in secondary schools.

(World Bank report 2010)

In 2009, however, the highest proportion of public secondary school enrollment

was not the students from richest households. This trend is same for both girls

and boys. We can clearly see that the highest proportion of private secondary

school enrollments are students belong to richest households. This trend is

similar for girls and boys in both 2005 and 2009. This may be due to the fact

that most private secondary schools have high tuition. (UNSCO, 2014)

2.1.2 Government inspection and girl-child educational attainments

At the district level, inspection and supervision of girl child education Centers,

some of which is carried out by the district-based zonal inspectors of schools,

have reportedly become less frequent. Instructed by the governments to closely

monitor the progress of universal secondary, the zonal inspectors are spending

more time in their offices leaving little room for work with supervision of girl

child education centers (UNESCO 2008).
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2.2 Policies to handle the problems of girl child education in universal

secondary education in Uganda.

According to UNICEF, experience in scores of countries shows the importance,

among other things, of:

Parental and community involvement -- Families and communities must be

important partners with schools in developing curriculum and managing

children’s education.

Low-cost and flexible timetables -- Basic education should be free or cost very

little. Where possible, there should be stipends and scholarships to

compensate families for the loss of girls’ household labor. Also, school hours

should be flexible so children can help at home and still attend classes.

Schools close to home, with women teachers -- Many parents worry about girls

travelling long distances on their own. Many parents also prefer to have

daughters taught by women.

Preparation for school -- Girls do best when they receive early childhood care,

which enhances their self-esteem and prepares them for school.

Relevant curricula -- Learning materials should be relevant to the girl’s

background and be in the local language. They should also avoid reproducing

gender stereotypes.

Educate Girls involves and empowers various stakeholders to create a system

that promotes and supports girls’ education.

Educating Girls creates community ownership to help communities to prioritize

girls’ education. The model includes the following elements
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

This section entails the methods that will be used to collect data from the field

necessary to answer the research.

3.1. Research design

The study will adopt a descriptive research design. This will help to enhance

the researcher to obtain a better understanding of the impact of universal

secondary education on girl child education development. The method will be

supplemented by a collection of comprehensive, intensive data and will provide

an in-depth study on why past initiatives have not produced the desired

results.

3.2. Research Area

This study will be conducted in selected secondary schools in kitswamba Sub

County. The case study will be convenient because the researcher lives in that

place and therefore it will make work easier.

3.3. Research Population

The respondents will include teachers, parents, and ministry officials. 15

parents will be included in a focus group discussion, and 30 questionnaires

will be randomly distributed to teachers including 5 questionnaires to

inspectors of schools.

3.4 Sample size and selection techniques

Stratified sampling technique was adopted to obtain forty five (45) respondents

for the study. They included teachers and students
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3.4 Instruments of data collection

Questionnaires will be used to extract information from teachers. Focus group

discussion will be used to get information from parents and interviews carried

on with the ministry officials.

3.5. Data collection procedure

A letter of introduction from the institute of continuing education will be

processed to facilitate in the data collection exercise. The letter will be handed

to the head teacher before questionnaires will be distributed to the teachers.

The data collected will be sorted and categorized, after which it will be

analyzed. Conclusions and recommendations will be made.

3.6. Procedure of Data Analysis

The frequencies and percentages will be used to determine the number of

sample respondents used in the research process and the number that will

participate positively in contribution to the research.

Data gathered using questionnaires were presented in a descriptive and

statistical methods form above which will be used to discuss the results of

quantitative data.

3.7. Ethical consideration and procedures

Before administering the questionnaires or conducting the in-depth interviews,

the consent of the respondents v~’ill be sought and the study objectives will be

properly explained and clarifications will be made to them about their

voluntary participation. Finally, the respondents will be assured of the

confidentiality and anonymity at all stages of data collection, analysis and

reporting except where express permission is granted to have their names

mentioned in the final report.
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3.8. Limitations

- Lack of transport, from town to that sub-county (Kitswamba) getting

transport is not easy.

- The community members are not easy to pass information about

universal secondary education because they may think government

wants to reduce the number of pupils per families because before the

government allowed only four kids per family but now days its more than

that.

- Long distance Kitswamba Sub County is very’ far compared to other

places it is one of the hard to rich areas in Kasese district.

- Dishonesty of the respondents, respondents may not be easy to pass the

information that may affect the study since it may be very hard to access

the information required to fill the research questions

3.8.1 Delimitations

It is very easy to get information from community members especially if you are

from that place or region because they might think government sent you to go

and help them. It is easy to access books from Ka~ese district because of public

library which contains so many data

It is very easy to communicate with community members because we will be

using our local language.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND INTERpRETATION

5.0. Introduction

The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of universal secondary

education on girl child education Kitswamba Sub County in Kasese district.The

following objectives have been formed to guide the

1. To investigate the role f universal secondary education on girl child

education in regards to enrolment of students.

2. To assess the impact of universal secondary education on girl child

education in regards to government inspection

3. To identify the policies that has been set to improve girl child education

in secondary schools.

This chapter gives presentation, interpretation and discussion of the field

results .the results are presented in the table and in form of frequency counts

and percentages as below.

5.1. Background characteristics of respondents

The following were the characteristics of respondents which would influences

the quality of responses that they gave their age, gender and educational

qualifications.
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Table 1 below showing the percentage distribution of responses according

to their back ground information

Table 4.1 illustrates that (30) thing Questionnaires were distributed to teachers

and 25 were filled and returned .this therefore represents 83% of the total

number of Questionnaires that were returned for analysis .the study covered

45 randomly and purposely selected respondent of whom 29(64%) were male

and 16 (36%) were female which indicated that the sample was dominated by

that respondents.

The age category of the respondents was divide into three subcategories. The

lowest percentages was taken by those betweenl8-25 is 9 or (20%) while those

between 26-35 years were the majority with 56%.

The academic level of the respondents was divided in to three subcategories.

That is certificate, diploma and degree. the diploma were the majority taking
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close to half of the respondents (49%) write degree holder were only 18%)

suggesting that those ECE universal secondary education teachers in the area

of the study are at Diploma level.

4.2.1. Universal secondary education and girl child education

The respondents were asked whether the introduction of universal secondary

education has had an impact on the environment of girls in secondary schools

and those were the responses.

Table 2 below showing the percentage distribution of responses according

to their back ground information

Response on the universal secondary education and girl education.

According to the tale 2 (76%) 19 of the respondents agreed that universal

secondary education has an impact on the enrollment of girl child education

while only 6 (24%) disagreed. According to the ministry official interviewed that

universal secondary education has an impact on the enrollment of girl child

education
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4.2.2. Effects of universal secondary education on enrollment of girl child

education.

Table 3 How universal secondary education has affected enrollment of girl

child education.

~se

~sed

~ased

~anged

Source: field data 2015

According to the total shown above 2 (8%) of the respondents said that the

enrollment of girl child has increased since the implementation of universal

secondary education while 21(84%) said enrollment has decreased and 2(8%)

said has no change.

According to the ministry officials girl child education enrollment has

decreased since the implementation of universal secondary education.

Teachers revealed that before 2007, the enrollment of girls was high, however,

with the introduction of universal secondary education in2007. Asked whether

The respondents were asked whether because of the introduction of universal

secondary education, parents are withdrawing their children from education

and this was the response.
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4.2.3.. Parents are withdrawing their children from private secondary

schools.

Table 4 below shows the percentage distribution

parent’s attitude towards student’s enrolment

According to the table 4.3, 15(60%) respondents agree that parents are

withdrawing their children from private secondary schools to universal

secondary schools. While 4 (16%) respondents disagree. this suggests that

most parents have indeed withdrawn their children to take them to universal

secondary schools where they will incur less costs.

In a focus group discussion with the parents they revealed that they do not

have money to pay to private schools education and therefore decide to remove

them from schools.

4.2.4. Parents view on universal secondary education

Table 5 Parent’s response on whether they want universal secondary

education

Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 21 84%

Disagree 13 12%

Not sure 1 — 4%

Total 25 100

Source: field data 2015

of responses according to

Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 15 60

Disagree 4 16

Not sure 6 24

Total 25 100

Source: field data 2015
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Table 4.4 illustrate that most respondents, that is (84%) 21 agree that parents

want universal secondary education while 3(12%) disagree and 1(4%) are not

sure, this indicates the poor state in which parents are in that they do not

afford the cost of private secondary education for their children, the ministry

official revealed that parents go to the ministry requesting that all private

secondary schools education be made free.

4.5 Impacts of universal secondary education on the functioning of

private secondary school.

Universal secondary education has led to private secondary closure.

Table 4.5 shows that only 3 (12%) respondents agree that universal secondary

education has led to the closure of private secondary school , while2O(80%)

disagree and are not sure are 2(8%).

According to the ministry official even through the number of enrollment has

decreased no private secondary school has closed.

The respondents were asked whether parents take their children straight to

secondary school education because universal secondary education and this

was the response.

Evidence of parents enrolling children straight to secondary schools.
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Agree

Disagree

Not sure

Total

Source: field data (2015)

Table 4.6 illustrate that 18(72%) of the parents agree that because of universal

secondary education the poor are taking their children straight to secondary

education while 3(12%) disagree and 4 (16%) are not sure.

It is noted here that though all people want free things but this is not the best

for the child however parents do so because of the poverty.

According to the ministry official the number of joining standard one is high

girl child and this is because they are not taking them to private secondary

education. They also revealed that some parents bring their children to

universal secondary education when they are too young.

Not sure

Total

20

25

80%

100

4.6 Response on whether parents take their children straight to

secondary education.

Response Frequency Percentage

18 72%

3 12%

4 16%

25 100%

4.7 Universal secondary education, remuneration of teachers and girl
child enrollment

On this aspect the respondents were asked whether the introduction of USE
has affected teacher’s salary.

Table 4.7 Impact of USE on teacher’s salary
Response Frequency iag~~

Increased 1
~

Decreased 4 16%

Source: field data (2015)
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Most of the respondents said that is 20(80%) that their salaries did not change

while 4(16%) is decreased and only 1(4%) increased, this imply that universal

secondary education has affected the salaries of teachers basically in the

negative direction, this was emphasized by the ministry officials when they

indicated that although salaries did not change much of the allowances were

decreased a little.

The respondents were asked whether they have benefited from the introduction

of universal secondary education and this was their response.

Table 4.8 Have you benefited from universal secondary education.

According to the table 4.8, 6 (24%) respondents said that they have benefited

from universal secondary education 19(76%) have not benefited, the few that

agreed said that they also had children and therefore were studying free and

those who said to that their allowances decreased because government had to

allocate fund for universal secondary education and this made life difficult to

the parents they have benefit because their children are now going to school.

Table 4.9 Teachers changing the profession because of universal

secondary education.

Source: field data 2015

Source: field data 2015
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The table 4.9 shows that most of the respondents that is 2 1(88%) disagree that

the teacher are changing their professions while only 1(4%) agree and this

illustrates that amidst the problems of universal secondary education in

Uganda .the ministry officials also emphasized that few teachers have changed

profession since the introduction of universal secondary education.

Table 4.10 Universal secondary education effect on resource allocation to

girl child.

Response Frequency percentages

Yes 7 28%

No 6 24%

Not sure 12 48%

25 100%

Source field data 2015

Table 4.10 shows that 7(28%) of the respondents agree that the introduction of

universal secondary education affects resource allocation to girl child .While

6(24%) disagree and 12(48%) are not sure. The ministry officials revealed

resource allocation to girl’s education (GCE) has not been affected by universal

secondary education. It was noted from findings of the study that because of

the overwhelming number that universal secondary education resource

allocation had to be affected in the entire education resource allocation

although the ministry officials reveals otherwise.

The respondents were further asked whether they had enough materials for

teaching and according to the respondents.
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_ Percentage
64%

36%

_______________________ 100%

16(64%) agreed that they have enough teaching materials while 9(36%)

disagree. The ministry officials said that they provides for all government

school materials. They also revealed that the schools also provides some

teaching materials and NGOs also donate schools can operate on a correction

of materials for different direction.

4.3. Government Inspection

The respondents were asked whether the government inspects universal

secondary schools and this was their response.

4.12 Inspection of universal secondary education

According to the table 4.12, 18(72%) of the respondents agree that government

inspects universal secondary schools and only 7(28%) disagree suggesting that

although it may not be effective but the government do inspects such schools.

According to the ministry officials, government inspects the girl child education

Centre’s (GCDC’S) once a month.

4.1 lEnough materials for teaching

Response Frequency

Yes 16

No

Total

Source: field data 2015

9

25

Source: field data (2015)
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Table 4.13 Government assistance or role of government on girl child

education

ns~~ Frequency Percentage

Agree 20%

Disagree 15

Not sure 20%

Total ~ iö~~
Source: field data (2015)

According to the table 4.13,5 (20%) of the respondents agree that government

does not care about girl child education. While 15(60%) disagree, 8(20%) are

not sure. The ministry officials said that government cares about girl child

education because “educating a girl you will have saved and educated the

nation”.

4.4. Suggested policies by the respondents on girl child education

promotion in Uganda.

The respondents were asked about the policies that could be in place to tackle

the impact universal secondary education on girl’s child education and in their

response the teachers suggested that government should increase teacher’s

salary and also to set up sponsorship funds for teachers to go for further

studies.

The parents suggested that universal secondary education should be extended

to not only government schools but also to private schools.

The respondents were again asked whether the available policies were helpful

and fulfilled and their responses were as in the table 4. 14.
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Response Frequency Percentage

Yes 16 74%

No 9 28%

Total 25 100%

Source field data 2015

According to the table 4’14, 16 (74%) of the respondents agreed that the

policies are useful in running of the schools while 9(28%) disagreed. The

respondents revealed that governments do not adequately implement the

available policies even though they are useful.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATION

5.0 Introduction

The major purpose of the study as to determine the universal secondary

education on girl child education. This chapter focuses on the discussion of

the findings, conclusion and recommendations. Finally, the chapter ends with

suggestions for further research.

5.1. Summary of findings and discussions.

5.1.1 Enrollment of girls education that universal secondary education

The study revealed in the first objective of enrollment of girls education that

universal secondary education has had an effect on the enrollment of girl child

education because parents are withdrawing their children from private

secondary schools and also want it to be made free like public secondary

education and this is supported by UNESCO (2005) that poor parents re

choosing to withdraw their children from ECO enters and / keep them at home

until they reach the age of secondary school entry . They refuse to pay the fees

for ECD on the grounds that ECD, like secondary education, should be free.

5.1.2. Impact of universal secondary education on government inspection

of girl child education

The second objective was to determine the impact of universal secondary

education on government inspection of girl child education and the study

revealed that government reduced on the number of visits to the centers.

Instructed by the government to closely monitor the progress of universal

secondary education, the zonal inspectors are spending more time visiting

secondary schools leaving little room for work with ECD centers. (UNESCO

2006).
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5.1.3. Policies that Government has set to improve girl child education in

secondary schools.

Finally the study sought polices that would help on the impact of universal

secondary education on girl child education and the respondents suggested

that free education should extend to ECD. The study also found out that

government did not use the available policies.

5.2 Conclusion

The main purpose of the study was to determine the impact of Universal

secondary education on girl child education.

It was established that the introduction of universal secondary education has

led to high enrolment of girls since most parents have withdrawn their children

from private schools.

Government inspection to the centers has decreased since government has to

visit secondary schools and primary schools.

The policies government has put into place concerning girl child education are

not put into practice.

5.3 Recommendations

1. The government should also introduce free early childhood education

because parents have decided to pull out their children from early childhood

education and yet it is important for the country and secondary education

2. The government should have a policy in place that focus on the impact of

universal secondary education on girl child and put in practice.

3. Teachers salary should be increased to motivate them and they should also

be sponsored to go for further studies.

5.4 Suggestion for further research

Research should be conducted on the private secondary schools on girl child

education.
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APPENDIXES

Appendix A: Questionnaire for secondary teachers

Dear respondent,

I am BIHANIKIRE NAPHTALE an undergraduate student of Kampala

international university conducting a study on universal secondary education

and girl child education in Kitswamba sub county,Kasese district. You have

been identified as a key Person to make this study successful

I therefore request you to answer the question below and the answers given will

be treated with high levels of confidentiality.

Thank you

Part A: Bio Data (tick where applicable)

1. Gender

a) Male b) female [ Z
2. Age of respondents

a) 20-29 years L Z b) 30-39 years

c) 4O-49years L Z d) 50-59 years

3. Level of education

a) Primary E 1 b) Secondary L ~ c) Tertiary

4. Marital status

a) Married L 1 b) Single L 1 c) Widowed ______
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Part B: The impact of universal secondary education on girl child

education in Kitswamba sub County, Kasese District.

Enrollment

1. How has the enrollment of students been since the introduction of

universal secondary education?

a) Increased

b) Decreased

c) Not sure

2. Has the introduction of universal secondary education had an impact on

the enrollment of girl child education?

a) Yes(

b) No(

3. How has universal secondary education affected the enrollment of the

girl child education?

Dear respondent read the following statements and tick the one that is

suitable to you.

4. Because of universal secondary education parents are withdrawing their

girl child from universal secondary school.

a) Strongly Agree

b) Agree (
c) Strongly Disagree (
d) Disagree (

5. Parents want universal secondary education

a) Strongly Agree ( )
b) Agree (
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c) Strongly Disagree

d) Disagree

6. Because of universal secondary education, parents decided not to take

their children to universal secondary schools.

a) Strongly Agree

b) Agree

c) Strongly Disagree

d) Disagree

7. Universal secondary education has led to high girl child enrollment

a) Strongly Agree

b) Agree

c) Strongly Disagree

d) Disagree

Part C:

Government inspection

8. Does the government inspect girl child education?

Yes(

No

9. If yes, how often?

a) Once a week

b) Once a month

c) After three month

d) Once a year (
10. Has the introduction of universal secondary education affected the

government’s inspection of girl child education?

a) Yes(

b) No(

11. If yes, how does the program affected it?
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Dear respondents read the following statements and tick the one that is

suitable to you.

12. Universal secondary education has left the government with no

time to inspect girl child education in universal secondary schools.

a. Strongly Agree

b. Agree

c. Strongly Disagree

d. Disagree

13. Because of universal secondary education, the government does

not care about girl child education.

a) Strongly Agree

b) Agree

c) Strongly Disagree

d) Disagree

Part D

Policies

14. What policies can be the government make to tackle the impact of

universal secondary education on girl child education?.

15. Are the available policies helpful to girl child education?

Yes(

No(

16. If yes, why?
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APPENDIX: B

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR INSPECTORS OF SCHOOL OF SCHOOL

Dear respondent,

I am BINANIKIRE NAPHTALE an undergraduate student of Kampala

international university conducting a study on universal secondary education

and girl child education in Kitswamba sub county, Kasese District. You have

been identified as a key person to make this study successful.

I therefore request you to answer the question below and the answers given will

be treated with high levels of confidentiality.

a) How has universal secondary education affected the enrollment of girl child

education?

b) Has the salary of teachers changed since the introduction of universal

secondary education?

c) How has universal secondary education affected resource allocation to early

childhood education?

d) Do you think that ministry education have enough instructional material?

e) Apart from government else provides materials for universal secondary

schools?

l~ How often you inspect girl child education centers?

g) What future plans do you have to improve the girl child education in

universal secondary schools?

Thank you
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Appendix D: Final Research report budget expenditure

A Transport 50,000

B Printing and binding 60,000

C Air time 20,000

~ D Consultation 40,000

E Feeding 40,000

F Typing and printing 60,000

Total 270,000
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