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ABSTRACT

The study sought to examine the relationship between selected human rights
agencies and child protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia, The study objectives
were; to establish the role of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia, to establish the effect of Child rights monitoring on child
protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia and to assess the effect of child rights
promotion on child protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia. Descriptive correlation
design was used because the study was intended to establish if there was a
relationship between selected human rights agencies and child protection in Garowe,
Puntland Somalia. The study was carried out from three human rights agencies and
these include UNICEF, Save the Children and UNHCR in Garowe-Puntland, Somalia.
Garowe is the capital of Nugaal region and administrative capital of Puntland state in
northeastern Somalia. The city is one of the large cities in Somalia with a population
of about 190,000 residents, However, the study population was 168 community
members in Garowe. Data was collected from primary and secondary sources using
questionnaires and interviews. After collecting data, the researcher organized wellanswered questionnaire, data was edited and sorted for the next stage. The data
was presented in tabular form with frequencies and percentages. The researcher
used Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) to analyze the relationship
between the variables under study. The study concludes that children~s inexperience
and lack of development makes them both physically and emotionally vulnerable to
exploitation and abuse. Consequently, the law seeks to protect the child in this
vulnerable state, The study recommends that there is need to educate the Somali
population about the benefits and protection of children and families that the Body
of Ethical Principles against abuse of child rights Mass awareness and advocacy
campaigning programmes should target employers, community leaders, policy
makers and civil society. Children working for instance in the urban informal sector
as domestic servants are not readily ‘visible’ but ‘invisible’,

x

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
LO

Introduction

This chapter consists of background of the study, problem of statement, purpose of
the study, objectives of the study research questions, research hypothesis, scope of
the study, significance of the study and definitions of key terms to be used in the
study.
Li

Background To The Study

The background of the study is divided into four perspectives namely Historical
theoretical, conceptual and contextual.
LL1 Historical perspective

Children’s rights is a relatively a new concept. Although human rights have been
discussed since the 17th century, it was not until the 19th and 20th centuries that
the rights of children began to be considered, Initially, discussion of children’s rights
focused primarily on protection rights such as outlawing child labour rather than
viewing children to have legal autonomy (Agarwal, 2001).
At the beginning of the 20th century millions died during the First World War (WWI)

and many more were orphaned by the war,consequently, the League of Nations was
formed to address the injustices and rights violation that resulted from WWI (Ansell,
2005). As an inter-governmental organisation its aim was to protect basic human
rights standards. Around the same time EglantyneJebb, a British teacher, took action
in line with rights protection. EglantyneJebb helped found Save the Children and
drafted the Declaration on the Rights of the Childin 1923 which was subsequently
adopted by the League of Nations. This was designed to put pressure on the post
war governments to protect children’s rights (Azeem & Adamtey, 2004).
in 1924 the League of Nations adopted the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the
Child. However, with the rise of fascism leading to the Second World War (WWI1),
1

millions of children were again left unprotected

—

killed, gassed or orphaned. The

atrocities of WWII were the catalyst to setting up a way of internationally regulating
human rights (Agarwal, 2001). In 1945 the United Nations adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Although the rights of children were implicitly included,
many argued that the special needs of children justified an additional separate
document. In 1959 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a second
Declaration of the Rights of the Child (Bondi & Laurie, 2005).
The UN General Assembly adopted the Convention and opened it for signature on 20
November 1989 on the 30th anniversary of its Declaration of the Rights of the Child
(Bryman, 2008). It came into force on 2 September 1990, after it was ratified by the
required number of nations. Currently, 196 countries are party to it, including every
member of the United Nations except the United States (Clark, 1991).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a human rights treaty
which sets out the civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural rights of
children. The Convention defines a child as a person under the age of eighteen
years, unless the age of maturity is attained earlier under national legislation
(Corsaro & Molinari, 2008). Nations that ratify this convention are duty bound to
uphold the provisions and specifics of the convention. Compliance is monitored by
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is composed of members from
countries around the world (Doh & Teegan, 2003). Governments of countries that
have ratified the Convention are required to report to, and appear before, the United
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child periodically to be examined on their
progress with regards to the advancement of the implementation of the convention
and the status of child rights in their country.
LL2 Theoreticall Perspecth,e
This study was anchored on the systems approach model. Systems Theory is used to
develop a holistic view of individuals within an environment and is best applied to
situations where several systems inextricably connect and influence one another
(Fantini, 1980). It can be employed in cases where contextual understandings of
behavior will lead to the most appropriate practice interventions.
2

Increasingly, international organizations such as UNICEF, Save the Children, and
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) are turning to what is
referred to as a systems approach in their effort to establish and otherwise
strengthen comprehensive child protection programs (Friedmann, 1992). As guided
by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the systems approach builds on
but differs from earlier child protection efforts in at least one significant way.
Historically, global efforts at child protection have focused on single issues such as
child trafficking, street children, child labor, emergencies, institutionalization, or
HIV/AIDS (Save the Children, A Rough Guide to Child Protection Systems; UNHCR,
Inter-agency Expert Consultation on Child Protection Systems, 2009; United Nations
Study on Violence Against Children, 2007), often with substantial benefit.
Nevertheless, the single-issue approach can fragment the child protection response,
resulting in potential inefficiencies and pockets of unmet need.

For example,

strategies that target street children can focus on addressing the immediate safety
needs of these children or it can address the fact that many of these children are on
the Street because they cannot live safely at home. One cannot make substantial
inroads in reducing the number of street children unless one also addresses the risk
factors children face in their own homes.

Rather than treat each child safety

concern in isolation, the systems approach promotes a holistic view of children and
child protection that necessarily engages the full range of actors involved in
protecting children’s rights (Hannerz, 1996).
In this study, we explore how the systems approach to child protection fits with
shared responsibility of human rights rights agencies for children’s protection, The
study will draw from work already completed by UNICEF, Save the Children, and
UNHCR in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia.
LL3 Conceptual PerspecUve
Human rights are commonly understood as the inalienable rights to which each
person is entitled by virtue of being human. In other words, these rights are
inherent in human beings (i~e. they do not have to be earned or granted); they are
inalienable (i.e. they cannot be forfeited); and they are equally applicable to all
3

(Hanushek, 2003). At this very abstract level, there is nearly universal recognition of
the human rights concept. Beyond this, however, the concept is deeply contested, as
is its history (Ishay, 2004). Although ideas about justice and humanity have been
around for a long time, the concept of “human rights developed rather late in human
history” (Bielefeldt, 2009), It is said that: “No society, civilization, or culture prior to
the seventeenth century

.

.

.

had a widely endorsed practice, or even vision, of equal

and inalienable individual human rights.” (Donnelly, 2007). The birth of the
international human rights movement as such is usually dated at the adoption of the
United Nations Charter (1945) and then the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR; 1948).
Child protection refers to the protection of children from violence, exploitation, abuse
and neglect. Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child provides for
the protection of children in and out of the home. Child protection systems are a set
of usually government-run services designed to protect children and young people
who are underage and to encourage family stability. While there is no universally
agreed upon definition, UNICEF (2008) defines a ‘child protection system’ as: the set
of laws, policies, regulations and services needed across all social sectors especially
social welfare, education, health, security and justice

—

to support prevention and

response to protection-related risks. These systems are part of social protection, and
extend beyond it (UNDP, 2005). At the level of prevention, their aim includes
supporting and strengthening families to reduce social exclusion, and to lower the
risk of separation, violence and exploitation. Responsibilities are often spread across
government agencies, with services delivered by local authorities, non-State
providers, and community groups, making coordination between sectors and levels,
including routine referral systems, a necessary component of effective child
protection systems (United Nations Economic and Social Council, 2008),
L1~4 Context~a~ Perspecdve
The situation of human rights in Africa is reported to be poor, and it is seen as an
area of concern according to the UN, governmental, and non-governmental
observers, Basic universal rights for children include sanitation, clean water, and
4

basic education (UNDP, 2005). However, most Sub-Saharan African countries are far
from providing all of its children with these rights (Dabalen, 2014). While many
children in Africa are able to grow, learn and thrive as part of loving families and
communities, others suffer due to issues like poverty, conflict, natural disasters, and
harmful cultural practices such as early marriage. Many children in Africa are
affected by different types of abuse, including economic and sexual exploitation,
gender discrimination in education, and their involvement in armed conflict.
According to UNICEF (2014), about 150 million children globally are exploited
economically by working as child labour. The problem is most common in sub
Saharan Africa, where more than a third of children are engaged in child
labour(Dabalen, 2014)
Like the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) was created to protect children (UNDP,
2005). The Charter spells out the rights that African countries must ensure for their
children, and it is the main instrument of the African human rights system for
promoting and protecting child rightsJhe Charter, which was adopted by the
Organisation of African Unity (now the African Union) in July 1990, entered into

force in November 1999. It was the first regional treaty to address child rights, and
was created partly to complement the CRC, but also because African countries were
under-represented in the drafting process of the CRC, and many felt another treaty
was needed to address the specific realities of children in Africa (UNICEF, 2014).
On October 1, 2015 Somalia became the 196t~country to ratify the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (Somali Ministry of Health, 2003). However, the
absence of coherent government and security over almost three decades has also
meant that Somalia has not made significant progress in providing and protecting
human rights in general and children’s rights in particular (UNESCO, 2001).
The political and economic situation of Somalia makes it one of the most difficult
countries to be a child. According to the statistics by the Somali Ministry of Health
(2003), 60% of Somalis live below poverty line, meaning they make less than 2
dollars per day. Somalia is one of the poorest countries in the world~Half of Somali
5

children have to work in order to provide for themselves and their families (UNICEF,
2006).
1,2

Statement of the Problem

Somalia, one of the world’s poorest countries, is also one of its least protective
environments for children. Much of the country has been entrenched in civil conflict
for over 20 years with children as young as nine forced to fight (Reporters Without
Borders, 2015). The administration and local institutions are unable to provide
children with an adequate protective environment that safeguards their rights.
Somali women and children have become increasingly vulnerable to all forms of
violence, abuse and exploitation, much of it is practiced in a climate of total
impunity. About 40% of children suffer from malnutrition in Somalia. In 2015
UNICEF estimated that about 33% of Somali children eat once a day (UNICEF,
2015). Farming is the most common occupation in the country but droughts and
floods, as well as war, have impacted negatively on crop production. Almost a third
of newborns suffer from low birth weight. Lack of prenatal care and education for
mothers is often the cause. In Somalia, only 9% of babies are breastled exclusively.
Campaigns to promote breastfeeding have yielded little success, Children are
frequently exposed to violence, risk of HIV and AIDS and other forms of abuse
(Agarwal, 2001).

These challenges, coupled with high unemployment, have

worsened children’s overall vulnerability to different forms of violence and
exploitation, and increased their involvement in criminal activities, including piracy
and armed conflict, in search of livelihoods, Although the above condition has caught
the attention of Non-Governmental Organizations to come in and protect children
rights in Somalia, little is known of the strategies they use to protect children rights.
The long running civil war in Somalia and increased reports of violence committed by
both government forces and Al Shabaab extremist group continue to affect civilians
and the overall human rights situation in the country. This study therefore, sought to
examine the strategies that human rights agencies used to protect child rights in
Somalia, as well as the challenges they faced,

6

13

Objectives of the Study

The main objective of the study was to examine the role of human rights agencies in
child rights protection in Somalia.From the main objective stemed the realization of
other key objectives of this study, which are as follows:
I.

To identify the role of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia

ii.

To establish the effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in
Garowe, Puntland, Somalia

iii.

To assess the effect of child rights promotion on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia

L4

Research Questions

In view of the objectives of the study explained above, this study addresses the
following questions:
I.

What is the role of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia?

ii.

What is the effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia?

iii.

What is the effect of child rights promotion on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia?

13

Scope of the Study

This study focused on child rights protection in Somalia. Specifically the research
was carried out in Garowe, the capital of Nugaal region in Puntland State of
Northeastern Somalia.

The city is one of the large cities in Somalia with a

population of about 19O,OOO~OO residents~The research will be carried out between
February and May 2017.
L6

Sigrdficance of the Study

This study is based on the rightS—based approach to development which essentially
incorporates human rights principles into the process of development work, As
/

asserted by VeneKlasen et aL, (2004:1) the combination of human rights and
development “brings different strengths and visions” to the process of achieving
social change. In line with the aforementioned statement, the information emanating
from this research can be useful to communities learning how to deal with
development assistance as well as international agencies and donor institutions.
It will also be helpful to international NGO5 who harbor the ambition of operating in
Somalia. In addition, it will identify the nature and impacts of projects undertaken by
NGOs to promote children’s rights. in addition, this work will add to the existing
literature on the activities of international NGOs in Somalia.
It will also be a useful source of information for the Government ofPuntland,
Somalia, the media and other Child-based organizations currently working in
Somalia. Finally, the findings of this study can be a reference point for future
research in the area of development studies and children’s rights in Somalia.
With this as some of the challenges existing in this area, the significance of this
study is to enable citizens of Somalia have access to knowledge about the rights of
children and how they can protect them and also to show the deficiencies in the
areas that can be improved by the lawmaker of the said jurisdictions and also to give
recommendations as to how such protection and enforcement can be strengthened
in Somalia
The study will help the state and international organizations to know who is not
explicitly incorporate with the binding bill of children’s rights. It is also an awareness
of the parents and community as well as researchers, state and international
organizations to get more information about child abuse and child protection.
Therefore, the study will be a fundamental policy to improve educational institutions
for designing a syllabus that will change people’s attitude towards violation of
children’s rights from the learning institution, whereby the other goal will be the
expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood and education, especially
for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children for the purpose of achieving
equity in terms of participation.
8

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2~1

Introductbn

This chapter comprises of theoretical framework, conceptual framework, related
studies and research gap.
2~2 Theoretkall Framework
This study was based on the systems approach model. Systems Theory is used to
develop a holistic view of individuals within an environment and is best applied to
situations where several systems inextricably connect and influence one another. It
can be employed in cases where contextual understandings of behavior will lead to
the most appropriate practice interventions. Increasingly, international organizations
such as UNICEF, Save the Children, and united Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) are turning to what is referred to as a systems approach in their
effort to establish and otherwise strengthen comprehensive child protection
programs.
Historically, global efforts at child protection have focused on single issues such as
child trafficking, street children, child labor, emergencies, institutionalization, or
HIV/AIDS (Save the Children, A Rough Guide to Child Protection Systems; UNHCR,
Inter-agency Expert Consultation on Child Protection Systems, 2009; United Nations
Study on Violence Against Children, 2007), often with substantial benefit,
Nevertheless, the single-issue approach can fragment the child protection response,
resulting in potential inefficiencies and pockets of unmet need,

For example,

strategies that target street children can focus on addressing the immediate safety
needs of these children or it can address the fact that many of these children are on
the street because they cannot live safely at home (Agarwal, 2001). One cannot
make substantial inroads in reducing the number of street children unless one also
addresses the risk factors children face in their own homes. Rather than treat each
child safety concern in isolation, the systems approach promotes a holistic view of
children and child protection that necessarily engages the full range of actors
involved in protecting children’s rights.
9

2~3 Conceptua~ Framework
The conceptual framework showing the human rights agencies and child protection.
The independent variable was perceived as the human rights agencies and
dependent variable was child protection.

Independent variabile

Dependent Var~ab~e

Human R~ghts Agendes

Child protection

Child rights advocacy
~
Child rights Monitoring

~

Child rights promotion

Protection of
children rights
Access to data
and information
Decision making
and
implementation

Intenienhig variable
Government interventions
.

International community

0

intervention
NGOs Intervention

Source: Literature Review, 2017

2A Related Studhis
2.4~1 Definftion of a “ChNd”
This study defines a child in accordance with the United Nations 1989 Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which refers to a child as every human being below
the age of eighteen (UNCRC, 1989). However, it must be pointed out that there is a
lack of universal agreement as to who constitutes a child as there are variations
across different continents, countries and regions about the composition of
childhood and adulthood. For instance, in most South Asian countries such as Nepal
children are defined as every human being below 16 years (Nepal Children’s Act,
1992).
In spite of these variations with the definition of a child, several governments have
widely accepted and ratified the UN 1989 Convention, and the definition is applicable
in such jurisdictions. The countries that have ratified the UNCRC 1989 have also
integrated the definition into their domestic laws, For example, the 1992 Constitution
of Ghana also defines a child as any person below the age of eighteen years. In the
same vein, the 1999 African Charter on the Rights and ‘Nelfare of the Child (ACRWC)
also defines the child in accordance with 1989 UN Convention.
2~4~2 Agendes hivolved hi protecthig ch~dren’s rñghts
There are several human rights organizations that have taken up the task of
protecting children’s rights around the world, particularly through advocacy.
Although it is very difficult toaddress the issue of children’s rights violation owing to
the fact that most of the rights are violated by those that should protect these rights
such as the family and government (Agarwal, 2001). Among the organization that
are advocating for full and total implementation of child’s rights includes,Amnesty
International; Children’s Defense Fund (CDF); Human Rights Action Center; Human
Rights Watch; Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF); Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights; Human Rights Council; Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and many others.

ii

Amnesty International:This aninternation organization that focuses on issues of
human rights (Ansell, 2005). It is a worldwide movement of people who campaign
for internationally recognized human rights for all. With more than 2.2 million
members and subscribers in more than 150 countries, they conduct research and
generate action to prevent and end grave abuses of human rights and to demand
justice for those whose rights have been violated.
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF): The CDF is a child advocacy organization that works
to ensure a level playing field for all children (Azeem & Adamtey, 2004). CDF
champions policies and programs that lift children out of poverty, protect them from
abuse and neglect and ensure their right to equal care and education,
Human Rights Action Center:This is a nonprofit organization based in Washington,
DC. The center works on issues of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
uses arts and technologies to innovate, create and develop new strategies to stop
human rights abuses (Bryman, 2008).
Human Rights Watch (HRW):This organization is dedicated to protecting the human
rights of people around the world. They investigate and expose human rights
violations, hold abusers accountable, and challenge governments and those who
hold power to end abusive practices and respect international human rights law.
Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF): TheHRWFfocuses on monitoring, research
and analysis in the field of human rights, as well as promotion of democracy and the
rule of law on the national and international level (Bryman, 2008).
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights:The Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights’ mission is to work for the
protection of human rights for all people; to help empower people to realize their
rights; and to assist those responsible for upholding such rights in ensuring that they
are implemented (Corsaro & Molinari, 2008)
Human Rights Council:This is an intergovernmental body with membership
encompassing forty-seven states. The Human Rights Council has the task of
promoting and protecting human rights internationally. Its mechanisms to achieve
12

human rights protection and implementation include a universal periodic review
which assesses human rights situations in all 192 UN Member States, In addition to
that, the organization has an advisory committee which provides expertise on human
rights issues, and a Complaints Procedure for individuals and organizations to bring
human rights violations to the attention of the Council (Doh & Teegan, 2003).
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:This office directs and
coordinates international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems
worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees.
It strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe
refuge in another state, with the option to return home voluntarily, integrate locally
or to resettle in a third country.
US State Department Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor: The US State
Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor strives to learn the
truth and state the facts in all of its human rights investigations, annual reports on
country conditions, etc. The bureau takes action to stop ongoing abuses and
maintains partnerships with organizations committed to human rights (Hanushek,
2003).
2~4~3 The Concept of Chi~dren ‘s Rights
Children’s inexperience and lack of development makes them both physically and
emotionally vulnerable to exploitation and abuse, Consequently, the law seeks to
protect the child in this vulnerable state. The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was developed in 1989 and is the first legally binding
international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights for children

-

civil, cultural, economic, political and social. Leadersaccross the world have
recognised that children needs human rights and people under 18 years old often
need special care and protection that adults do not (Hanushek, 2003). By agreeing
to undertake the obligations of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
governments across the world have committed themselves to protecting and
ensuringchildren’s rights and to hold themselves accountable for this commitment
before the international community. As a result, states parties to the Convention are
13

obliged to develop and undertake all actions and policies in the light of the best
interests of the child.
In recent decades some extreme forms of violence against children, including sexual
exploitation and trafficking, the worst forms of child labor and the impact of armed
conflict in northern Uganda have provoked international outcry and achieved a
consensus of condemnation, although no rapid remedy (Agarwal, 2001). But in
addition to these extreme forms of violence, many children are routinely exposed to
physical, sexual and psychological violence in their homes and schools, in care and
justice systems, in places of work and in their communities. All of this has
devastating consequences for their health and well-being now and in the future.
Child labor is a form of Child abuse

and a harm that befalls children

that

violates the rights of children
Ansell (2005) noted that children throughout the world suffer from a multitude of
harms-

malnutrition,

starvation,

infectious

disease,

congenital

defects,

abandonment, economic exploitation, the violence of warfare, to name a few. Not all
harm that befalls children is child abuse.” Child abuse is harm resulting from
intentional human action, The most fundamental attribute of child abuse is that it is
harmful to the child and detrimental to his/her well-being. There is also an important
difference between unintentional and intentional harm.
Studies from countries around the world suggest that up to 80 to 98 % of children
suffer physical punishment in their homes, and it is estimated that 57,000 children
under the age of 15 die as a result of physical abuse per year (Ansell, 2005).
Physical abuse can range from minor bruises to severe fractures or death as a result
of punching, beating, hitting, shaking, or otherwise harming a child. One of the most
common types of physical abuse in infants includes Shaken Baby Syndrome. In war
torn northern Uganda

,

child labor is a form of physical abuse as children

are coerced into doing labor activities that are physically psychologically and
emotionally harmful to the children.
Prostitution is another form of child labor in violation with children’s rights
and welfare. Sexual abuse of a child is any sexual act between an adult and a child
1L~-

which may include sexual intercourse, incest, rape, oral sex, sodomy, inappropriate
touching, or kissing. “An overview of studies in 21 countries (mostly developed)
found that 7-36% of women and 3-29% of men reported sexual victimization during
childhood, and the majority of studies found girls to be abused at 1.5-3 times the
rate for males. Most of the abuse occurred within the family circle.” (Ansell, 2005).
Child prostitution “involves offering the sexual services of a child or inducing a child
to

perform

sexual

acts

for

a

form

of

compensation,

financial

or

otherwise.” Worldwide, approximately 1 million children are forced into prostitution
every year, and it is estimated that the total number of child prostitutes is as high as
10 million (Azeem, & Adamtey, 2004). “Generally children do not commit child
prostitution but the adults who engage in prostitution or offer a child’s sexual
services to others force them. It is estimated that at least 1 million girls worldwide
are lured or forced into this scandalous form of child exploitation. Child prostitution
is more frequent in developing countries such as Brazil and Thailand where more
than 200,000 children are exploited.” Child prostitution is not only a cause of death
and high morbidity for millions of children, but also a gross violation of their rights.
Prostitution negatively affects children’s sexual health, causes psychological harm,
and puts them at risk for enduring increased violence.
Child prostitutes are at a high risk of contracting HIV. HIV infection rates in
prostituted children range from 5% in Vietnam to 17% in Thailand (Azeem, &
Adamtey, 2004). One study reports that 50-90% of children rescued from brothels
in Southeast Asia are infected with H1V. Prostituted children are also at a high risk of
acquiring other STD5. For example, one study found that child prostitutes have STD
rates in Cambodia of 36% and in China of 78%, compared to the 5% yearly
incidence of STD5 in adolescents worldwide.
Prostituted children are at a high risk of enduring injuries and violence. The children
may be physically and emotionally abused into submission, while girls may be
beaten to induce miscarriages. A study of 475 child prostitutes in five countries
found that 73% of participants had been physically assaulted while working as a sex
worker, and 62% reported having been raped (Azeem, & Adamtey, 2004).
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The ineffectiveness of child labor laws in terms of implementation, non-availability
and non-accessibility to schools are some of the other factors which encourages the
phenomenon of child labor. It is also very difficult to immature minds and
undeveloped bodies to understand and organise themselves against exploitation in
the absence of adult guidance (Azeem, & Adamtey, 2004).
According to the Uganda Demographic Survey report (2005/2006) shows that
Uganda has one of the highest growth rate at 3.2%. This exacerbated by the high
fertility rate of 6.7 per women compared to the sub-Saharan average 4.8. The high
population growth and fertility rates has also resulted in large families and a high
dependency ratio, which compels some school going age children to go to work at
an early age to supplement income.
Bondi & Laurie (2005) noted that poverty and child labor are inextricably linked and
poses the greatest challenges to many countries. The UNHS 2009/2010 report
estimates that 24.5% representing 7.5 million of the population is poor. Out of the
7.5 million, 5.8 million chronic poverty and mostly in rural areas. After the intense

war waged by the LRA against the people of Northern Uganda, many lives property
were lost, People in the rural areas lost their meager money making businesses and
thereafter resorted to employing child laborers to earn income; for those families
who had a large number of dependants. As for those children who lost their parents,
they instead sought employment where unskilled labor force was employed.
Child labor in northern Uganda is linked to the multiple vulnerabilities and in
adequacies of social protection mechanism to reach and support them. Vulnerable
persons’ included orphans disabled and young people who often times have to take
care of themselves without the help of elders thereby forcing them to resort to child
labor ,since most of their relatives were either killed by the LRA or have disappeared
(Bondi & Laurie, 2005)
Traditionally in Africa, it was unacceptable for girls to acquire education, a belief that
is advocated for today buy the rebel group based in northern Nigeria known as the
‘Boko Haram’ literally translated as ‘western education is evil’. It is with this belief in
Uganda today that girls are denied their rights to education, instead they are
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prepared for marriage the moment they clock puberty where the family acquired
bridal wealth. The more girls a family had, the more bride wealth the family
collected (Bondi & Laurie, 2005). Parents also deny their daughters education, citing
that an educated girl would only benefit her in-laws and not her parents as she will
go and live with her new family.
Modern soclo economic developments have diminished the traditional role of
women. Women in the days of old were not allowed to work outside their homes;
that is to get employment and work as an employee with a salary. This change in
women’s status has thus brought about strains in family life and decreased value of
children. Children are no longer an asset but a liability to most working class parents
(Bondi & Laurie, 2005)
Bondi & Laurie (2005) further revealed that children who reported their parents as
no longer staying together or those who had lost a parent or both in most instances
wallowed in poverty engaged in child labor. The increase in number of orphans and
also children raised by single parents necessitated the employment of children in the
labor force. Single parenthood includes the raising of children single handedly
without the help of a partner.
It was observed that female children tended to dominate in both domestic life and
work in their homes. In many families girls labor is not only on demand, but is also
absolutely necessary for family survival as reported on CNN and Aljazeera world
reports 2009. the males on the other hand dominate the streets or rather ‘run the
streets’ as they like to refer to it and other informal activities demanding hard
labor(Bondi & Laurie, 2005)
In the long run, the children are damaged both physically and psychologically. The
age of children also played a role in the employment of child labor (Bryman, 2008).
The number of children involved in child labor increase with age and peaks off at the
age of 13 to 17 before decreasing. The researched uncovered during the study that
children with the ages of 7 did not engage so much in hard labor unlike their older
counterparts who in most cases worked to earn a living. Children that were 7 years
and b&ow represented 20% 34.3% of child laborers aged between 8 and 12 years
,
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and over represented 45%, It was also noted that as children grow older, they
tended to diminish from certain activities. This information was also gleaned from
the Central Intelligence Agency fact book 2011.
The number and proportion of children affected is not the only indicator of the
prevalence of child labour, but also the type of work children do, the conditions
under which they work and abuses the children face are significant factors of input
(Bryman, 2008). The study significantly noted that the challenges faced by children
in this country are uniform, and thus the data collected represented the general
situation regarding child labour in this country. Some of the challenges that were
spot-on included: exploitation, meagre payments, sexual harassment, psychological
and physical ineptness, dropout from school and health risks. Such challenges were
tailored to specific activities in the informal sector that were highly detrimental to the
children’s health.
Studies by UNICEF and ILO indicate that children are more vulnerable to harm in
many work places since they have not developed so well, as quoted; A growing body
of research indicates that, because of anatomical, physiological and psychological
differences between children and adults, child workers are considerably more
vulnerable to work place health hazards (Bryman, 2008),

Age seems to be an

important factor in the effect of toxic chemicals, and children who are exposed to
them early tend to become ill or disabled much more quickly than the adults do with
similar exposure. Children are more susceptible to thermal stress and environmental
temperature changes, and are more sensitive to ionizing radiation. They are also
more vulnerable to carcinogens, and if exposed to them, the probability of them
developing cancer is greater than that of adults having equal exposure. Further
more, children

who work are more likely than adults to suffer occupational injuries

owing to inattention, fatigue, poor judgment, insufficient knowledge of work
processes and the fact that equipment, machinery and tools used are designed for
adults
Children form a substantial part of the labor force in agriculture, according to the
ILO /Uganda Bureau of

Statistics

,

understanding
18

children

work ,(2008)the

majority of working children (96%) is found in the agricultural sector in
various hazardous and dangerous activities on tea, sugar and coffee plantations
(Corsaro & Molinari, 2008).
There is also a strong relationship between child labour and school attendance.
Children who engaged in child labour activities had few hours of study which
subsequently led to poor performance and eventually dropping out of school
(Corsaro & Molinari, 2008). Above a certain threshold, which varies according to age
and type of activity, work has a detrimental effect on children’s ability to learn.
According to a research in the United States, school performance of persons
between the ages of 12 and 17 can be negatively affected after long hours of work
between 15 and 20 hours per week. Children worked long hours in order to meet
their fees, scholastic materials and lunch upkeep basically attributed to the lack of
them, the urge to work and refusal by parents to educate their children.
Corsaro & Molinari (2008) further revealed that the work that children engage has
not only physical harm but also psychological harm in form of stunted intellectual
development (intellectual ineptness). The work separates them from educational
opportunities and thereby fritters away their chance to develop the essential skills
they need to improve their prospects as adults. In the

21st

century modern societies,

most opportunities to escape from the most grinding poverty depend on the
acquisition of at least basic literacy, numeric, and social skills through basic
education. Functional illiteracy the usual result of missing school or other educational
opportunities, may be catastrophic to the later life prospects of a working child. Lack
of schooling therefore is properly defined as a work hazard when the lack is workinduced.
Observers have also noted that in many working children, there is an underlying
sense of worthlessness and generalized apathy and coldness that do not bode well
for their future as adults. Children for instance who have not been loved and
therefore not learnt to love do not make good parents. Their children end up being
like their own parents as they were also treated violently and as such, unloving
adults (Corsaro & Molinari, 2008).
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The family being the first stage of development of the child, participation of children
in economically productive activities within the context of the family, is traditionally
one of the most common and useful ways in which children are socialized into
particular social and cultural milieu. When for instance parents apportion and
oversee the children’s work with affection and sensitivity to the needs of their
children, this builds a sense of efficacy and high self esteem in the child who
performs it (Corsaro & Molinari, 2008).
Children feel that they are needed, useful and contributing to the family in a way.
This is supported by the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
which provides inter alia. ‘The child subject to his age and ability and such
limitations as may be contained in the charter shall have the duty’ to work for the
cohesion of the family to respect his parents and elders at all times and to assist
them in case of need (Doh &Teegan, 2003).
Most importantly the incidence of child labor would diminish considerably even in the
force of poverty, if there are no parties willing to exploit them. Strict implementation
of child labor laws and practical and healthy authorities to replace this evil can a go
long way to solve this problem of child labor (Doh &Teegan, 2003). Along with this,
participation of the common educated citizens in the process of eliminating child
labor can help out a lot. As common people also, we can help the poor uneducated
children in getting at least some idea about the alphabets also. In the words of Bill
Gates, we can say that “Until we’re educating every kid in a fantastic way, until
every inner city is cleaned up, there is no shortage of things to do.” Inclusion of
Child Labour Laws in Legal Education and other branches of education can also be
regarded as effective steps as it creates awareness among the student communities.
As a student of law, we can at least make the downtrodden aware of the needs of
formal education system and the cause of elimination of child labor so as to provide
those helpless children a chance to enhance their capacities to the fullest extent
possible and enable them to contribute their best for making this world a better
place to live in (Doh &Teegan, 2003).
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The welfare of the child being supreme, institutional organizations induding the
Government as the supreme body, international organizations, CSO’s and NGO’s
with or without the support from the donor community, have the duty to update and
enhance the general understanding of issues affecting children. The institutional
bodies that were contacted through this research suggested solutions on how
children’s involvement in the labour force in Uganda and in particular Gulu can be
reduced or still done away with (Doh &Teegan, 2003).
A number of scholars argue that protection of the family is a key human right that is
implemented globally (Doh &Teegan, 2003). However the limited definition of the
family promoted by the sponsors of the resolution does not encompass the diversity
of its forms in various societies and indigenous communities, be they, among others,
single-parent, same-sex, childless, kinship or extended families. In this context,
children raised in families that do not conform to the majority form must be
protected from discrimination and stigmatization and their rights fully guaranteed;
Doh &Teegan (2003) argued that the fact that human rights abuses are also
committed within the family, notably through domestic violence, sexual abuse and
marital rape, child, early and forced marriage, or “honor” killings, was not
recognized. Indeed, these situations persist throughout the world despite states’
obligation to protect individuals and to combat behaviors, norms and traditions that
legitimize discrimination and abuse;
Doh &Teegan (2003) also warned against the dangers associated with such an
initiative, including the fact that it could undermine not only international standards
on women’s rights, children’s rights and gender equality, but also the right to non
discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity. This takes place
in a context in which women’s rights, in particular, as well as sexual and
reproductive rights, have been increasingly challenged in recent years.
Any follow-up initiative (a resolution is likely to be presented at HRC 29) should
reflect the contents of the panel discussion, including the above mentioned flaws
that were identified in the initial resolution, Should Egypt, Russia and other sponsors
of the resolution take their initiative forward and ignore the substance of the panel
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discussion they themselves created, it would set a bad precedent for the Council and
send a signal that they are directly challenging universal rights (Doh &Teegan,
2003).
Globally, the initiative on the “protection of the family” goes hand in hand with
attacks against the rights of LGBTI persons and of persons on grounds of their
sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI), in particular protection from violence
and abuse and the right to non-discrimination. FIDH applauded the adoption by the
Council of a resolution on SOGI, at its 27th session, which requested OHCHR to
update iI:s report on “discriminatory laws and practices and acts of violence against
individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity” and present it at
HRC 29. It was noticeable that a large majority of states supported this initiative
(Doh &Teegan, 2003).
However, the resolution did not create a dedicated mechanism (such as a Special
Rapporteur on the rights of LGBTI persons or on SOGI issues), nor did it
“institutionalize” the discussion of SOGI issues within the Council by making them a
matter of official, regular discussion. It simply requested OHCHR to update a report
on violence and discrimination based on SOGI a bottom line on which all states
should agree. Debates and negotiations on the resolution were at best tense, at
worst disgraceful when a group of states led by the

QIC used language close to

derogatory with regard to LGBTI persons, and refused to discuss patterns of
violence and discrimination against them. More than ever, as a number of states
(from Russia to Central Asian states, the Gambia and Uganda) have adopted
discrimination targeting persons on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender
identity, efforts are needed to counter these narratives and advance the rights of all
human beings, irrespective of their sexual orientation and gender identity
(Hanushek, 2003).
F1DH therefore calls on the Human Rights Council to move forward and
institutionalize the discussion of SOGI issues by creating a regular mechanism

at

the very minimum bi-annual reporting by OHCHR and interactive dialogue at the
Council (Hanushek, 2003). Defamation of religion is also another key aspect that
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needs to be addressed to maintain the universality of human rights across the globe.
For instance in 2011, overcoming deep divisions, the Human Rights Council adopted
resolution 16/18 on “combating intolerance, negative stereotyping and stigmatization
of, and discrimination, incitement to violence, and violence against persons based on
religion or belief” by consensus. HRC resolution 16/18 tackled a number of issues
and at least it seemed at the time together with the Rabat Plan of Action, put an end
to challenges to the border between free speech and hate speech (and the high
threshold to be met, under international law, to restrict free speech) by moving from
the human rights incompatible concept of “defamation of religion” to an approach
based on international standards. Indeed, the latter concept was clearly invalidated
by UN special procedures and experts from various regions (Hanushek, 2003).
A series of meetings on the implementation of HRC resolution 16/18, held every year
since 2011 and known as the “Istanbul Process,” has allowed states and other
stakeholders to meet regularly (Hanushek, 2003). However, despite a promising
start, the process has failed to address some of the key issues contained in HRC
resolution 16/18 and related to freedom of expression and freedom of religion or
belief from religious pluralism to the protection of religious minorities and atheists
and agnostics and has witnessed renewed attempts to challenge international
standards on freedom of expression on the basis of ~respect for religion~”
These attempts, which rely on terminologies (“contempt of religion,” “contempt of
religious symbols,” “denigration of religion,” or “vilification of religion”) that are
different from, but intrinsically tantamount to, “defamation of religion,” are evidence
of a rejection of international standards and consensus insofar as their aim is to
criminalize forms of free expression with regard to religious issues, including criticism
of religion, and to break the relationship between freedom of religion or belief and
freedom of expression

—

two sets of rights that are interdependent and mutually

reinforcing (Hanushek, 2003).
In the face of such attacks and of the use of religion and traditional values to justify
human rights violations, including the persecution of independent voices like Saudi
Arabian blogger and free thinker Raif Badawi, the Human Rights Council must stand
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firm in its defense of international standards. At HRC 29, the defense of international
standards should start with the adoption of a resolution on the right to freedom of
artistic expression, which should be substantive and uncompromising, i.e. build on
international standards and on the very high threshold defined, inter alia, in articles
19 of the ICCPR and paragraph 22 of the Rabat Plan of Action (Hanushek, 2003).
A number of key stakeholders mainly the political actors across the world have also
tried to implement several measures to address anti-terrorism so as to achieve
peace and harmony globally. In March 2015 (HRC 28), Egypt and a group of sponsor
states presented a resolution on the “effects of terrorism on the enjoyment of
human rights” that was allegedly (but speciously) victims-oriented and aimed to
address the effects that terrorist acts may have on human rights. This initiative was
a departure from the Council’s consensual approach to terrorism, which is centered
on respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, a
key principle in a post-li September 2001 world in which many states. Egypt and
Bahrain are quintessential examples in this regard

—

have adopted anti-terrorism

legislations and policies under the guise of which human rights defenders and
independent voices have been prosecuted and arbitrarily detained and convicted
(Oxford English Dictionary, 2003).
By advancing an “anti-terrorism” agenda that is markedly different from the
consensus approach, Egypt and sponsors of the initiative seek to occupy the political
space, to challenge international standards and to divide the Human Rights Council
(Oxford English Dictionary, 2003). In this context, FIDH calls on states to oppose
attempts to challenge universal human rights on the basis of specious “victimscentered” anti-terrorism approaches and to do all they can to come back to the
consensus approach

—

respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while

countering terrorism

—

the only one that protects all individuals, including victims

and civil society voices.
However, the universality of human rights is also at threat when states do not, or
even openly refuse to, guarantee the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers,
including in the Mediterranean and in the Andarnan Sea, In recent months, in front
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of a migration crisis fed, inter alia, by the Syrian and Libyan wars and by crimes
against humanity committed in Eritrea, member states of the European Union have
refused to adopt a victims-centered approach through, for instance, an EU-wide
search and rescue operation in the Mediterranean or the opening of legal and safe
channels for migration to Europe. Instead of adopting measures to protect migrants’
lives, the EU has attempted to shelter itself from migrants by toughening border
protection and by putting an emphasis on repressive measures (e.g., the proposal to
destroy boats off the Libyan coast) and on combating trafficking

—

two issues that

have served to divert attention from the EU member states’ obligation to respect the
rights of migrants (Oxford English Dictionary, 2003). In this regard, deaths in the
Mediterranean are truly “Europe’s dishonour~” Europe must put an end to a shameful
policy.
Defending the universality of human rights requires more than speech. It requires
committing to action to actually promote and protect all rights of all persons,
irrespective of their race, colour, language, sex, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth, sexual orientation or gender identity, or
other status. To be meaningful, the “enhanced interactive dialogue” on migrants that
will be held on the first day of HRC 29 (Monday 15 June 2015) should address all of
the issues that are related to the rights of migrants everywhere and in a holistic
manner (Oxford English Dictionary, 2003).
Human rights are both inspirational and practical. Human rights principles hold up
the vision of a free, just, and peaceful world and set minimum standards for how
individuals and institutions everywhere should treat people (Oxford English
Dictionary, 2003). Human rights also empower people with a framework for action
when those minimum standards are not met, for people still have human rights even
if the laws or those in power do not recognize or protect them.
Rights for all members of the human family were first articulated in 1948 in the
United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Following the horrific
experiences of the Holocaust and World War II, and amid the grinding poverty of
much of the world’s population, many people sought to create a document that
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would capture the hopes, aspirations, and protections to which every person in the
world was entitled and ensure that the future of humankind would be different
(Oxford English Dictionary, 2003).
The 30 articles of the Declaration together form a comprehensive statement
covering economic, social, cultural, political, and civil rights. The document is both
universal (it applies to all people everywhere) and indivisible (all rights are equally
important to the full realization of one’s humanity) (UNDP, 2005). A declaration,
however, is not a treaty and lacks any enforcement provisions. Rather it is a
statement of intent, a set of principles to which United Nations member states
commit themselves in an effort to provide all people a life of human dignity.
Over the past 50 years the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has acquired the
status of customary international law because most states treat it as though it were
law. However, governments have not applied this customary law equally (UNDP,
2005).

Socialist and communist countries of Eastern Europe, Latin America, and

Asia have emphasized social welfare rights, such as education, jobs, and health care,
but often have limited the political rights of their citizens. The United States has
focused on political and civil rights and has advocated strongly against regimes that
torture, deny religious freedom, or persecute minorities. On the other hand, the US
government rarely recognizes health care, homelessness, environmental pollution,
and other social and economic concerns as human rights issues, especially within its
own borders.
The Universal Declaration consists of a preamble and 30 articles. It proclaims—and
in this regard it differs from the traditional catalog of the rights of man that are
contained in various constitutions and fundamental laws of the 18th and 19th
centuries and the first decades of the 20th century—not only civil and political rights
but also rights that were eventually regulated in the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (UNDP, 2005).
The declaration proclaims, in Article 1, that all human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights and, in Article 2, that everyone is entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth in the declaration “without distinction of any kind, such as race,
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color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
properly, birth or other status” and that “no distinction shall be made on the basis of
the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which
a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-seIf~governing or under any
other limitation of sovereignty.” (UNDP, 2005).
In Articles 3 to 21, the declaration deals with the traditional civil and political rights,
including the right to life, liberty, and security of person; freedom from slavery and
servitude; freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or
punishment; equality before the law and equal protection of the law; freedom from
arbitrary arrest, detention, or exile; the right to be presumed innocent until proved
guilty; the right to protection against arbitrary interference with one’s privacy,
family, home, or correspondence and to protection against attacks upon one’s honor
and reputation; freedom of movement and residence; the right to leave any country,
including one’s own; the right to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution; the right to a nationality and the right to change one’s nationality; the
right of men and women of full age to marry, without any limitation due to race,
nationality, or religion; freedom of thought, conscience, and religion; the right to
own property and not to be arbitrarily deprived of it; freedom of opinion and
expression; the right to peaceful assembly and association; the right to take part in
the government of one’s country; and the right to equal access to public service
(UNDP, 2006).
Economic, social, and cultural rights (Articles 23 to 27) are introduced by Article 22,
which states generally that “everyone, as a member of society, has the right to
social security” and is entitled to the realization of “economic, social and cultural
rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.” The
article implies, however, that those economic, social, and cultural rights are not
everywhere and immediately achievable. It states that the “realization” of these
rights is to be brought about “through national effort and international cooperation
and in accordance with the organization and resources of each state.” (UNDP, 2006).
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The dedaration affirms everyon&s right to work, to free choice of employment, to
just and favorable conditions of work, and to protection against unemploymenL It
affirms the right of everyone to equal pay for equal work; to just and favorable
remuneration”; to form and join trade unions; to “a standard of living adequate for
the health and well~being of himself and of his family”; and to “rest and leisure,
including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.”
(UNDP, 2006).

It also proclaims “the right to security in the event of

unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond [one’s] control.” Everyone has the right to education, which
“shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages” and compulsory
on the elementary level. The declaration affirms everyone’s right “freely to
participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in
scientific advancement and its benefits.” (UNDP, 2006).
Article 28 asserts that “everyone is entitled to a social and international order in
which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.” In
the exercise of individual rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such
limitations as are determined by law. Such limitations, according to Article 29, shall
be “solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order,
and the general welfare in a democratic society~” Article 30 states that nothing in the
declaration may be interpreted as implying for any state, group, or person “any right
to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of
the rights and freedoms” set forth in the declaration (UNDP, 2005).
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted, not in the form of an
international convention that, when ratified, is legally binding on the states that are
parties to it, but in the form of a resolution of the General Assembly, as “a common
understanding” of the rights and freedoms that member states have pledged
themselves to respect and observe and as “a common standard of achievement for
all peoples and all nations.” In the view of most of those who were instrumental in
its preparation and adoption, the declaration was not meant to be a “binding”
instrument. However, as soon as the declaration was adopted, it began to be used
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as a code of conduct and as a yardstick to measure the compliance by governments
with the international standards of human rights (UNDP, 2006)~
In countless allegations of human rights violations that it has been called upon to
examine, the UN has had recourse to the declaration, whether it was dealing with
allegations of forced labor, with discrimination in non-self-governing and trust
territories, with customs and practices inconsistent with the dignity of women, or
with other violations of human rights. The declaration also has played an important
role in the activities of specialized agencies, such as the ILO, UNESCO, and ITU, and
in regional organizations, such as the OAS, the Council of Europe, and the OAU
(UNICEF, 2007)~
The declaration has thus acquired a validity beyond that originally contemplated in
1948. The international community, both the states that had been instrumental in its
creation and those that later achieved independence, used the declaration for the
purpose of fulfilling an assignment greater and more far-reaching than that originally
carved out for it, Today, the declaration has acquired the status of customary
international law and is valid for all states that have ratified it (UNICEF, 2007)
The Commission on Human Rights, the Economic and Social Council, and the
General Assembly devoted 19 years (1947—66) to the preparation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights (UNICEF, 2007). One problem that
created a considerable amount of controversy, particularly in the early years, was
whether the treaty that would give legal effect to the rights and freedoms set forth
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights should regulate only those rights that
traditionally have been guaranteed in national constitutions or catalogs of rights and
are known as “civil and political rights” or whether the treaty should also set forth
“economic, social and cultural rights.1T
As already indicated, it was eventually decided that there should be two covenants
dealing with the two sets of provisions, respectively (UNICEF, 2007). The principal
reason for having two separate instruments regulating the two groups of rights was
the fundamentally different character of the rights concerned, which led some even
to question whether “economic, social and cultural rights” are, technically, rights at
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an—in the sense of enforceable and justiciable rights. The different character of
these rights made it necessary to provide for. a difference in the type of international
obligations to be undertaken by states that are parties to one or the other, or both,
of the two covenants. Another reason for establishing two different covenants was
thought to be the necessity to adjust the arrangements for international
supervision—the “measures of implementation”—tO the different character of the
rights (UNICEF, 2007)
In the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, each state party
undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject
to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in that covenant. In the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, each state party undertakes only
to take steps, individually and through international assistance and cooperation, to
the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the
full realization of the rights recognized in that covenant. Subject to certain
exceptions and modifications, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
imposes upon states parties the obligation to maintain defined standards. The states
parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
assume the obligation to promote an objective—the achievement of human rights
(UNICEF, 2007). By and large, the two covenants between them cover the rights
proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as they have been
described above, but there are considerable differences between the Universal
Declaration and the covenants.
The provisions of the Universal Declaration proclaiming that everyone has a right to
own property and that everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries
asylum from persecution have no counterpart in the covenants (UNICEF, 2007). On
the other hand, the covenants deal with a number of questions in regard to which
the declaration contains no provision. An example is the provision of both covenants
that all peoples have the right to self-determination “by virtue of which they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural
development.”

30

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, but not the declaration,
protects aliens against expulsion, entitles eve~one not to be compelled to testi~
against himself or herself or to confess guilt, provides for a right to compensation for
miscarriage of justice, and also provides that no one shall be liable to be tried or
punished again for an offense for which he or she has already been finally convicted
or acquitted (UNIFEM, 2006). The covenant prohibits any propaganda for war and
any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred. it provides for the protection of
ethnic, religious, and linguistic minorities. The declaration does not contain
corresponding provisions.
The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights contains
provisions on the right to work and to enjoy just and favorable conditions of work;
the right to form and join trade unions and, subject to the law of the land, the right
to strike; the right to social securi~, including social insurance and the protection of
the family; the right to an adequate standard of living and freedom from hunger; the
right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standards of physical and mental
health; the right to education; and the right to take pa~ in cultural life (UNIFEM,
2006).
The International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and political Rights are legally binding human rights
agreements. Both were adopted by the General Assembly in 1966 and entered into
force ten years later, making many of the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights effectively binding. As of 19 April 2006, 153 states were pa~ to the
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; and 156 states were par~ to the
Covenant on Civil and political Rights (UNIFEM, 2006).
The states parties to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
undertake to submit to the Economic and Social Council reports on the measures
that they have adopted and the progress made in achieving the obse~ance of the
rights recognized in that covenant (UNIFEM, 2006). Until 1986, the Economic and
Social Council entrusted the task ~f examining such reports to a working group.
Since then, this task has been carried out by the Committee on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights, an eight~member group of experts elected by the council to se~e in
their personal capacity. The committee submits to the council a summa~ of its
consideration of the reports of states parties and makes suggestions and
recommendati0~ of a general nature.
Under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a Human Rights
Committee was established to consider reports submitted by states parties on
measures taken to implement the covenaflt~5 provisions and also to consider
communications alleging violations under the Optional Protocol, which provides for
consideration of communications from individuals who claim to be victims of
violations of any rights set forth in the covenant (UNDP, 2005). However, only claims
against states parties to the protocol can be considered. The Optional Protocol
entered into force 23 March 1976, and as of 19 April 2006, 105 states were party to
it. The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and political
Rights, which aims to abolish the death penalty, was adopted by the General
Assembly 15 December 1989 and entered into force roughly two years later, when

io states had ratified it. As of August 2002, 47 states were pa~ to it.
Apart from the right of individual complaint under the specific procedure of the
Optional Protocol, thousands of letters and reports alleging human rights violations
are received each year by the UN (UNDP, 2005). Communications containing
complaints of violations of human rights are summarized and sent ~onfidentia11y to
the members of the Commission on Human Rights and its Subcommission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of MinoritieS copies of the complaint
also are sent to the member states named. The identity of the writers is not
disclosed unless they have consented to disclOsureS Any replies from the government
are forwarded to the commission and subcommission.
The subcommission, if it finds that the communications appear to reveal 11a
consistent pattern of gross and reliably attested violatiOnsu of human rights, may
refer the situation to the commission, which, in turn, can decide to car~’ out a
thorough study of the situation or to name an ad hoc committee to ~~vestigate it. All
these procedures are confidential and are dealt with in private meetings until a
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report, if any, is made by the Commission on Human Rights to the Economic and
Social Council (UNDP, 2006).
The Commission on Human Rights and its subcommiSSiofl also consider in public
session each year the question of violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including racial discrimination and apartheid, in various countries and
territories. For example, since 1967, an ad hoc working group of experts of the
commission has reported regularly on allegations of ill-treatment of opponents of
apartheid and other racist policies, and on the treatment of political prisoners and
detainees, in South Africa and Namibia (UNIFEM, 2006).
Since 1968, the commission has been considering the question of the violation of
human rights in the territories occupied by Israel as a result of the 1967 hostilities in
the Middle East, including violations of the 1949 Geneva Convention concerning the
protection of civilian persons in time of war.
In 1975, the commission established a five-member working group to study the
human rights situation in Chile (UNIFEM, 2006). The group visited Chile in 1978 and
submitted a report to the General Assembly and the commission. After the
completion of the group’s mandate, the commission appointed a special rapporteUr
in 1979 to continue to study the situation. The commission has also requested that
studies or reports be prepared by special rappoiteurS or by the Secreta~-Geflerat on
the

human

rights

situation

in Afghanistan, Bolivia, El

Salvador,

Equatorial

Guinea, Guatemala, Iran, and Poland.
In addition, the commission and its subcommisSion have studied specific phenomena
of particularly serious violations of human rights. Thus, working groups have been
established—on southern Africa, on enforced or involuntary disappearances, on
slavery, and on indigenous populations—and special rapporteurs have been
appointed to examine the question of summary or arbitrary executions and
questions concerning torture, religious intolerance, and the use of mercenaries
(UNIFEM, 2006).
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The UN and two of the specialized agencies, the ILO and UNESCO, have prepared
and put into force a number of conventions in the human rights field that, while not
as comprehensive as the International Bill of Rights, deal with important specific
rights (UNIFEM, 2006).
In 1948, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The convention entered into force in 1951. As
of 19 April 2006, it had been acceded to or ratified by 138 states. Under the
convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to
destroy in whole or in part a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group as such: (a)
killing members of the group; (b) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members
of the group; (c) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; (d) imposing measures
intended to prevent births within the group; and (e) forcibly transferring children of
the group to another group. One result of the convention is that the states parties
place it beyond doubt that genocide (and conspiracy, incitement, and attempt to
commit it and complicity in it), even if perpetrated by a government in its own
territory against its own citizens, is not a matter essentially within the domestic
jurisdiction of states but one of international concern. States parties confirm that
genocide, whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under
international law that they undertake to prevent and to punish. Any contracting
party can call upon UN organs to intervene (UNDP, 2006).
The Freedom of Association Convention of 1948 (in force since 1950) was the first
major achievement of the joint efforts of the UN and the ILO in the field of
international legislation on human rights problems. By this convention, states parties
undertake to give effect to the right of workers and employers, without distinction
whatsoever, to establish and join organizations of their own choosing without
previous authorization. In exercising the rights provided for in the convention,
workers and employers and their respective organizations, like other persons or
organized groups, shall respect the law of the land. However, the law of the land
shall not be such as to impair, nor shall it be so applied as to impair, the guarantees
provided in the convention (UNDP, 2006).
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Under the Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining Convention of 1949 (in force
since 1951), workers shall enjoy adequate protection against acts of antiunion
discrimination in their employment, particularly in respect to acts calculated to make
the employment of a worker subject to the condition that the worker shall not join a
union or shall relinquish trade union membership.
Out of the very ambitious legislative program of the UN and the specialized agencies
to guarantee through international instruments the right set forth in Article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to seek, receive, and impart information and
ideas through any medium and regardless of frontiers, only the Convention on the
International Right of Correction has been adopted (UNDP, 2006). At a UN
Conference on Freedom of Information held in 1948, two additional conventions in
this field were draft ed—a general Convention on Freedom of Information and a
Convention on the International Transmission of News—but these have not yet been
opened for signature and ratification, although the General Assembly has approved
the latter convention.
The idea underlying the Convention on the International Right of Correction, which
was opened for signature in 1953 and has been in force since 1962, is the attempt
to transfer to the international level an institution that has been part of national law
in a great number of countries (UNIFEM, 2006). In the convention, the contracting
states agree that in cases where a contracting state contends that a news dispatch
capable of injuring its relations with other states or its national prestige or dignity,
transmitted from one country to another by correspondents or information agencies
and published or disseminated abroad, is false or distorted, it may submit its version
of the facts (called a communiqué) to the contracting states within whose territories
such dispatch has been published or disseminated. The receiving state has the
obligation to release the communiqué to the correspondents and information
agencies operating in its territory through the channels customarily used for the
release of news concerning international affairs for publication (UNDP, 2005).
In the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 (in force since 1954,
with a protocol of 1967) and the Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless
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Persons of 1954 (in force since 1969), far-reaching provisions for the protection of
refugees and stateless persons were enacted~ Two principles are the basis of both
conventions: (1) there shall be as little discrimination as possible between nationals
on the one hand and refugees or stateless persons on the other, and (2) there shall
be no discrimination based on race, religion, or country of origin at all among
refugees and stateless persons (UNIFEM, 2006)~
In 1961, a conference of plenipotentiaries adopted the Convention on the Reduction
of Statelessness, which entered into force in 1975. The fight against slavery has
been an international concern since the beginning of the 19th century. In more
recent times, under the auspices of the League of Nations, the Slavery Convention of
1926 was enacted, by which the contracting parties undertook to prevent and
suppress the slave trade and to bring about ~‘progressively and as soon as possible~
the complete abolition of slavery in all its forms (UN1FEM, 2006). Under UN auspices,
the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery was adopted in 1956 and has been in
force since 1957. Under the convention, states parties undertake to bring about, also
tprogressively and as soon as possibIe,~ the complete abolition or abandonment not
only of slavery but also of other objectionable practices, such as debt bondage and
serfdom.
By the Convention Concerning the Abolition of Forced Labor, adopted by the
international Labor Conference in 1957 and in force since 1959, states parties
undertake to suppress and not to make use of any form of forced or compulsory
labor as a means of political coercion or education or as a punishment for holding or
expressing political views or views ideologically opposed to the established political,
social, or economic system; as a punishment for having participated in strikes; or as
a means of racial, social, national, or religious discrimination (UNDP, 2006).
By the Convention on Discrimination in Employment and Occupation, adopted by the
International Labor Conference in 1958 (in force since 1960), each state party
undertakes to declare and pursue a national policy designed to promote, by methods
appropriate to national conditions and practices, equality of opportunity and
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treatment with respect to employment and occupation, with a view to eliminating
discrimination. The fulfillment of the obligations undertaken by this convention is
subject to the supervisorY arrangements that apply under the constitution of the ILO
(UNDP, 2005).
In 1960, the General Conference of UNESCO adopted the Convention Against
Discrimination in Education (in force since 1962). Like the Discrimination
(Employment and Occupation) Convention, the Convention Against Discrimination in
Education prohibits any distinction, exclusion, limitation, or preference based on
race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, economic condition, or birth that has the purpose or effect of impairing
equality of treatment in education. The establishment or maintenance of separate
educational systems or institutions for pupils of the two sexes is not prohibited,
provided that these systems or institutions offer equivalent access to education and
provide teaching staffs meeting the same standards of qualification. A special
protocol adopted in 1962 institutes a Conciliation and Good Offices Commission to be
responsible for seeking a se~lement of any disputes that may arise between the
states parties to the convention (UNIFEM, 2006).
In 1968, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Non~AppliCability of
Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity. The convention,
in force since 1970, provides that no statutory limitation shall apply to war crimes
and crimes against humanity, irrespective of the date of their commission. It also
revises and extends the concepts of war crimes and crimes against humanity as they
were defined in 1945 in the Charter of the International Military Tribunal and were
applied and interpreted by the tribunal. The states parties to the 1968 convention
undertake to adopt all necessary domestic measures with a view to making possible
the extradition of persons who have committed such crimes (UNIFEM, 2006).
Records of the International Military Tribunal (Nuremberg) and the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo) are in the UN Archives in New York. Also
deposited there are the records of various national military tribunals that were
submitted to the UN War Crimes Commission established in London by a meeting of
37

Allied and Dominion representatives in October 1943, two years before the UN was
created (UNDP, 2005). The following 17 countries were members of the
commission: Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, G
reece, India,

Luxembourg, Netherlands, New

Zealand, Norway,

Poland, United

Kingdom, United States, and Yugoslavia. The commission’s primary task was to
collect, investigate, and record evidence of war crimes and to report to the
governments concerned those instances where the material available appeared to
disclose a prima facie case. The commission took no part in the detention of persons
listed or in the prosecution of the cases. It ended its work in March 1948 and
deposited its records in the UN Archives with the stipulation that access to the
records be limited to requests by governments for information on specific
individuals. Following consultations among representatives of the former members of
the commission in September/October 1987, its chairman recommended to the UN
Secretary-General that the files be opened to governments for research into and
investigation and prosecution of war crimes and to individuals, with the permission
of the government of which they are nationals or permanent residents, for research
into the history and work of the commission and into war crimes (UNIFEM, 2006).
In 1973, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Prevention and
punishment of Crimes Against Internationally protected Persons, including
Diplomatic Agents. The convention, in force since 1977, aims at preventing the
commission of acts of terrorism against heads of state, heads of government,
ministers of foreign affairs, representatives of states, and officials of international
organizations, as well as members of their families who accompany them or form
part of their households. Each state party to the convention agrees to make murder,
kidnapping, or other attacks upon the person or liberty of an internationally
protected person or a violent attack upon his official premises, private
accommodations, or means of transport a punishable crime. States agree to
cooperate in the prevention of these crimes and in the prosecution and punishment
of offenders (UNDP, 2005).
In 1975, the General Assembly proclaimed the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
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Treatment or Punishment. The declaration spells out in greater detail the provisions
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights that no one may be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment or punishment (UNDP, 2006).
The declaration was given binding legal form in 1984, when the General Assembly
adopted the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. In the convention, which came into force on 26 June
1987, torture is defined as any act by which severe physical or mental pain is
intentionally inflicted by, at the instigation of, or with the acquiescence of someone
acting in an official capacity, whether to obtain information or a confession; to
punish, intimidate, or coerce; or for reasons based on discrimination. It does not
include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in, or incidental to lawful
sanctions (UNDP, 2005).States parties undertake to prevent torture in their
jurisdictions and ensure that it is legally punishable. No exceptional circumstances,
such as war, the threat of war, internal political instability, or any other emergency,
may be invoked to justify torture, nor can a torturer be excused by virtue of having
acted under orders. The convention provides for extradition of persons believed to
have committed acts of torture and for protection and compensation for torture
victims. As of 19 April 2006, 141 states were party to this convention.
In November 1989, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, based on the draft proposed by the Commission on Human Rights in
March of that year. The convention, which came into force in September 1990, had
192 states party to it as of 19 April 2006 (the two states not party to the convention
as of that date were the United States of America and Somalia). The convention
recognizes and protects a wide range of civil rights and liberties. It acknowledges
the importance of a secure and healthy family or alternative environment; provides
for education, leisure, and cultural activities; and states that children in emergencies
are entitled to special protection and that children who are in conflict with the law
must be guaranteed basic rights. The convention also stipulates that children should
be protected from any form of exploitation (Vetterling-Braggin, 1982).
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In accordance with article 43 of the Convention, a Committee on the Rights of the
Child was established in February 1991. The committee meets twice a year to
consider periodic reports submitted by states which give details of their effective
implementation of the provisions of the convention (Vetterling-Braggin, 1982). The
committee submits to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social
Council, a report on its activities every two years.
In December 1990, the General Assembly adopted a convention that takes into
account the importance and extent of the migration phenomenon, which involves
millions of people and affects a large number of states in the international
community. In particular, the convention stipulates that all migrant workers and
members of their families have the same right to equality with nationals of the state
where they are engaged in remunerated activity. The convention entered into force
on 1 July 2003; as of April 2006, 34 states were party to it (Vetterling-Braggifl,
1982).
The work of the UN in the human rights field, for which the provisions of the Charter
have been the point of departure, has also inspired important developments in the
protection of human rights on the regional level by the Council of Europe, the
Organization of American States, and the Organization of African Unity (now African
Union) (VetterIing~Braggifl, 1982).
Under the auspices of the Council of Europe, the European Convention on Human
Rights was signed in 1950 and entered into force in 1953 (Vetterling-Braggin, 1982).
The convention is based on an early draft of what is now the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights. It was concluded by the governments of European
countries “to take the first steps for the collective enforcement of certain of the
rights stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” It was subsequently
supplemented by five additional protocols. As far as the substantive provisions are
concerned, the European Convention and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights cover, more or less, the same ground, although there are a number
of important differences between the two instruments.
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The European Convention established two internal organs ~1to ensure the observance
of the engagements undertaken by the High Contracting Parties in the present
Convention”—that is, the European Commission on Human Rights and the European
Court of Human Rights (UNDP, 2006). Any party to the convention has the right to
refer to the commission any alleged breach of the convention by another party. The
commission may also receive petitions from any person, nongovernmental
organization, or group of individuals claiming to be the victim of a violation, by one
of the parties, of the rights set forth in the convention and in the relevant protocols.
The exercise of this power by the commission is subject to the condition that the
state against which the complaint is directed has recognized this competence of the
commission.
If the commission does not succeed in securing a friendly settlement on the basis of
respect for human rights as defined in the convention, it draws up a report on the
fads and states its opinion as to whether the facts found disclose a breach by the
state concerned of its obligations under the convention (Vetterling~Braggifl, 1982).
The final decision is taken either by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe, a political organ, or, if it has jurisdiction and the matter is referred to it, by
the European Court of Human Rights.
The European Social Charter is the European counterpart to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The provisions of the European
Social Charter, however, are more specific and detailed. It has established a
reporting procedure. The reports are examined by a committee of independent
experts, which submits its conclusions to a governmental social subcommittee, The
Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe is consulted. In the final stage, the
Committee of Ministers may make any recommendation that it considers necessary
to any contracting party in the areas of economic, social, and cultural rights
(Vetterling-Braggin, 1982).
In 1948, several months before the adoption by the General Assembly of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Ninth International Conference of
American States, meeting in Bogota, adopted the American Declaration of the Rights
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and Duties of Man. This declaration was followed in 1969 by the signing in San
José, Costa Rica, of the American Convention on Human Rights (UNDP, 2006). The
convention, in force since 1978, is a very comprehensive instrument, similar to both
the European Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. The organs of implementation of the Pact of San José are the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (corresponding to the European
Commission and to the Human Rights Committee under the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. While
the right of petition of individuals is optional under the European Convention and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in the inter-American system,
every state party accepts the right of petition automatically.
In 1981, the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity (now African Union), meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, adopted the African
Charter on Human and Peoples1 Rights. The charter, which came into force on 21
October 1986, provides for an African Commission on Human and Peoples1 Rights,
composed of 11 members elected by the assembly, to promote and protect the
rights set forth in the charter. The provisions of the charter are similar to those of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights but with special reference to African
traditions of rights and freedoms, including the right to self-determination and the
right of peoples to dispose of their wealth and natural resources (Vetterling-Braggin,
1982).
The idea of the equality of races emerged as the one that, more than any other, has
dominated the thoughts and actions of the post—World War II period. The aim of
racial equality has permeated the lawmaking and the standard-setting activities of
the UN family of organizations and also the day-to-day work of many of its organs.
The Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the two International
Covenants on Human Rights prohibit discrimination on the grounds of race or color,
as do the conventions against discrimination in employment and occupation and in
education that have already been described (WHO, 2000).
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2.4.4 Challenges Faced by Human Rights Agencies

There are many barriers restricting the efficiency of non-governmental organizations
in protecting children from abuse (UBOS, 2001). For example, in Somalia the
absence of organized legislations for the process of registration and monitoring of
the activities of such organizations and institutions is an inhibiting factor.
Registration licenses for non-governmental organizations can be given only in very
limited cases or for some exceptions under a very corrupt and dubious
administrative process. Other barriers include the following:
Unclear goals and objectives: For many of the organizations, there is lack defined
goals and objectives. Many organizations are spread too thinly. Given the scale of
the human rights problems facing Somalia and most African countries, this is
understandable (UBOS, 2001). However, instead of having an impact in one area,
there is a tendency for organizations to take on all sorts of issues and to handle
them all ineffectively. In some cases, local organizations hold themselves out as panAfrican when in fact their activities are concentrated in only the country where they
are based and their methods of work are not easily transferable elsewhere, Few of
the organizations surveyed have much sense of planning, and to the extent that
they do, it is mainly of a short-term and reactive nature (UBOS, 2001).
Few of the organizations either monitor or evaluate the effectiveness of their
operations in order to integrate these lessons into the next stage of their operation
and development. A vast number of groups define their main function as “human
rights education”

-

a rubric under which a wide variety of activities take place.

Unfortunately, the methodology and the content of many such programs are illdefined and inappropriately targeted. A clear need exists for human rights
organizations to better conceptualize and execute such educational programs, not
only to ensure their relevance to the community addressed, but in order to carry
them out in a sustainable fashion (UBOS, 2001).
Lack of national coordination and collaboration: In many countries, there is a
tendency towards duplication and overlap among groups and a significant lack of
coordination in their activities (HRW, 2011). While there is an obvious need for
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greater communication, sharing of information and collaboration, there is often, in
reality, competition and a desire to dominate rather than cooperate: “everybody
should affiliate to us” is a sentiment not uncommonly heard. In this respect, it is
difficult for these organizations to perfume efficiently due to unhealthy competition
and rivary.
Urban-rural split: Most groups are based in towns and specifically in the capital city,
while the population remains mostly in therural areas (UBOS, 2001). The capital
cities have their own dynamics and are often not representative of the human rights
issues which most people face in the rural areas or even in provincial towns. A few
organizations have tried to create branches outside the capital but with only limited
success. Religious groups have generally been more effective in this regardprobably
because they have a ready-made national network. Nevertheless, human rights
organizations could usefully look at this experience and modify it to suit their own
aims and capacities (UBOS, 2001).
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) states that the sheer volume and
growth of peacekeeping has put the UN and its missions under severe strain. Over
the past six years, the UN has had to launch or expand eight missions in rapid
succession, In 2003, the UN had about 36,000 uniformed personnel deployed
around the world.
It has been relatively difficult for the UN officials to generate, recruit, and deploy the
numbers of personnel required,

while keeping quality high and ongoing

improvements on track. This is because some times there is always intense fighting
and thus subjecting the UN peace keepers to risk of death on peace keeping
missions.
Raz (1986) states that the UN some times is requested to take on harder, riskier
operations often without the support and capabilities it needs from member states.
The Security Council has recently given some very ambitious mandates to
peacekeeping operations in Africa, such as protecting civilians under the threat of
physical violence including sexual violence in vast and populous territories with
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limited

infrastructure,

faltering

peace

processes,

ongoing

hostilities,

and

uncooperative host governments.
There is also a growing challenge of uncooperative governments such as the
Government of Sudan that has repeatedly failed to cooperate with UN international
peacekeepers

and

humanitarian

workers, denying

them

access,

expelling

international humanitarian groups, refusing entry visas for desperately needed
personnel and blocking the delivery of critical logistical support.
0km (1998) discusses that there is still lack of sufficient support in terms of finances
to buy adequate armory to maintain its mission of peace keeping and protection of
human rights in conflict situations. For instance the missions in Chad and the Congo,
the UN also lack critical helicopter units to enable them to quickly deploy to areas
where vulnerable civilians need their help most.
The most common challenge facing UN in the protection of human rights include the
host governments that often lack the security and ruIe-of~law capacities needed to
take over successfully from UN peacekeepers when they leave. This has further
subjected the lives of the vulnerable in conflict hit areas to numerous human rights
violations (WHO, 2000).
Priscilla (1994) cites that like any other NGO, faces another common problem was of
poor governanceand the relations between board members and staff, This some
times stemmes largely from the boards’ inability or unwillingness to carry out their
responsibilities of governing the organizations. Board members often lack the time or
the expertise to be able to carry out these responsibilities effectively. As a result,
senior staffs are often left to make policy decisions with tulle or no support from
board members (WHO, 2000).
There is also a challenge of failure to raise sufficient funds to maintain its mission of
protecting human rights. Fund raising activities are often the source of much tension
in most non-governmental organizations. The strategies and images used by the UN
to raise funds from the public are often felt to compromise the nature of the work
done by other members of staff. These images often depict beneficiaries as helpless
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victims in need of assistance, which other staff felt are inaccurate and lack respect
for the beneficiaries (WHO, 2000).
The contexts, challenges and prospects for human rights in Africa have changed
quite considerably in recent years. Human rights discourses find favour in both
political and popular circles, among the ideologues of the state and the interlocutors
of civil society, a tribute to the enduring and unfulfilled yearnings for more humane
societies deeply rooted in African collective memories and social psyches, and to the
remarkable changes that have already taken place in Africa’s human rights
landscapes. Contemporary Africa is a complex tapestry of contrasts in which human
rights, as rhetoric and reality, has never been more pronounced and yet remains
precarious as claims for and contestations over these rights persist and take new
forms (WHO, 2000).
Today, more people enjoy more rights than ever before, but more people are also
more aware of the limitations of Africa’s human rights regimes. Indeed, as the
promoters of human rights have proliferated so have the perpetrators of abuses
among state and civil society actors (WHO, 2000). The state no longer has a
monopoly on vice, if it ever did, no more than civil society has a monopoly on virtue
in the protection of human rights; both are as likely to undermine human rights as to
uphold them, Similarly, the international arena is as much a source of inspiration and
support as of much sorrow and grief. And the prospects for human rights in Africa
remain firmly latched to the wobbly ox-cart of development,
In this article Ito explore the recent changes that have occurred in Africa’s perennial
struggle for human rights, i.e. the changing contexts of human rights regimes that
have structured African political economies since the 1990s. Contemporary African
politics is marked by many complex and contradictory dynamics, four of which can
be singled out for particular attention, namely, democratisation, globalisation,
regionalisation, and militarisation, whose impact on human rights is equally complex
and contradictory. Singly and collectively these factors have simultaneously
facilitated and forestalled the growth and pursuit of human rights and development
in Africa (WHO, 2000).
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For the purposes of this article democratisation can be examined from three
dimensions, the empirical, legal, and theoretical (UNDP, 2005). There is ample
evidence that since the turn of the 1990s the number of states following and abiding
by features of democratic governance—principally elections and multi-party politics—
has increased, notwithstanding reversals, blockages, and manipulations by Africa’s
wily dictators, many of whom have learned to manoeuvre democratic politics to their
advantage, and despite the fact that in many countries the new democracies amount
to little more than the recycling of fractions of the same bankrupt political class, and
elections are often marred by harassment and intimidation of the opposition,
violence, vote rigging and human rights abuses, not to mention third term
campaigns to allow incumbent presidents to stay beyond the constitutional limits of
two terms (WHO, 2000).
The growth of democratically elected governments and governance has been
accompanied by the expansion of legality as more domains of public life are
governed by the rule of law established by democratic procedures. The tentacles of
authoritarianism and arbitrariness have been withering as new rules are set
establishing term limits for presidential office and stricter separation of powers
between the various branches of government, and as demands for accountability are
translated into public policies and popular opprobrium against corruption. To be
sure, corruption remains endemic in many countries and the rule of law is still
observed more in the breach than in compliance, but the political costs of doing so
have risen,
More difficult to decipher and quite contentious in the literature is the impact of
democratisation on human rights. It is generally agreed that democracies are less
repressive than autocracies. The positive correlation between democracy and respect
for human rights is based on the assumption that democratic leaders are more
accountable to their citizens and that coercive agents within democratic states not
only wield less power than other competitive groups, but the availability of less
coercive means of conflict regulation (such as elections) provides both a constraining
factor and a preferable option. But the effects of democratisation (the moment of
transition from autocracy to democracy) on political repression are more complex. It
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has been demonstrated in many instances that repression may actually increase in
new democracies because of lagging repressive tendencies from the past and the
propensity for protest behaviour to increase at such times. Some call this the “more
murder in the middle hypothesis.” (WHO, 2000).
Many of these analyses tend to focus on the state as the progenitor of human rights
terror and repression (UNDP, 2006). The role of civil society in engendering human
rights violations is quite critical and even more so during democratic transitions
when centrifugal pressures can intensify as long suppressed group conflicts and
identities find release in the newly opened political spaces where they sometimes
proceed to produce and perform their chauvinisms and antagonisms, both real and
imagined. Keen to shore up its power and authority the state often becomes
embroiled in the volatile vortex of conflicting group claims and struggles, in the
process of which repression can increase that, may ultimately abort the
democratization process itself or threaten the very integrity of the nation-state.
Africa offers numerous examples of escalating conflicts and human rights violations
since the recent wave of democratic transitions began in the 1990s. Ethnicity has
proven particularly salient as the most lethal social cleavage engendering conflict
and repression (Witter, 2002), Since colonial times, ethnicity has embodied both
moral and political imperatives; moral ethnicity constitutes a complex web of social
obligations, loyalties and belonging, whereas political ethnicity is manifested in the
mobilisation of ethnicity—the proverbial “tribalism”—in intra-elite struggles for state
power. In the formulations of Peter Ekeh and Mahmood Mamdani ethnicity is integral
to Africa’s bifurcated civil society; it serves as a primordial public for the masses
estranged from the civic public of the elites, a sanctuary that extends its comforts
and protective tentacles to the victims of political disenfranchisement, economic
impoverishment, state terror and group rivalry (Witter, 2002).
As the suffocating lid of state tyranny is lifted during moments of democratic
transition the suppressed voices and expectations of civil society surge, but the
stresses and strains arising from the competitive grind of democracy often find
articulation in the entrenched identities, idioms, and institutions of ethnic solidarity.
The case of Nigeria is quite illustrative in this regard (V~IWcer, 2002). The democratic
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opening of 1999 has been accompanied by the resurgence of ethnic identities and
proliferation of regional and local struggles over the entitlements of citizenship
expressed in the language of “indigenes” and “settlers~” These struggles have
increasingly spilled into the formation of ethnic militias that have wrought havoc on
Nigeria’s civil society, unleashing periodic convulsions of inter-communal violence.
Long a country with a militarised state, the militias are militarizing society and
helping to expand the culture of violence that is inimical to human rights and
development. Religious conflicts have also periodically erupted into communal
violence (WHO, 2006).
Democratisation seems to have given a new lease on life for renewed regional
integration, which has had largely positive effects on human rights in so far as the
new institutions have incorporated principles and protocols to advance human rights.
Also, many new human rights bodies have been established at the continental,
regional and sub-regional level. No less critical are global forces and movements
including those among the African Diaspora that have emerged and are supportive
of human rights struggles and agendas on the continent (Witter, 2002).
The African Union (AU), launched in July 2002, which supplanted the Organization of
African Unity, is perhaps the most significant regional integration initiative in
decades. The Constitutive Act of the AU clearly stipulates that one of the objectives
of the Union shall be to “promote and protect human and peoples’ rights in
accordance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights and other
relevant human rights instruments~” A series of principles related to human rights
are stated in Article 4: “promotion of gender equality ; respect for democratic
principles, human rights, the rule of law and good governance; promotion of social
justice to ensure balanced economic development; respect for the sanctity of human
life, condemnation and rejection of impunity and political assassinations, acts of
terrorism and subversive acts.”
Specifically the AU has created a number of organs that are critical for the human
rights, principally the Pan-African Parliament, the African Court of Justice (ACJ), the
Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSCC), and the Peace and Security
Council. Another critical organ of the AU that is fundamental to its ambitions to
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promote development and human rights is the New Economic Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) and its African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM). Adopted in
July 2001, NEPAD is an ambitious strategy and program for Africa’s renewal. It
focuses on four key objectives: democracy and good political governance; economic
and corporate governance; soclo-economic development; and the implementation of
the African Peer Review Mechanism. Human rights are supposed to feature
prominently in the pursuance of the first objective. While few would quibble with
NEPAD’s objectives or many of its plans, some regard its expectations of massive
international donor support as unrealistic. Critics have also accused it of pandering
to and sanctifying the same neo-liberal prescriptions of the international financial
institutions that have done so much to wreck African economies. The lack of civil
society involvement in the drafting of NEPAD has been another bone of contention
for many scholars and activists (Witter, 2002).
In addition to NEPAD and APRM there are numerous other human rights
organizations that have emerged recently. The proliferation of African human rights
instruments is a sign of the growing importance of human rights on the continent,
but also a source of concern, contends Shadrack Gutto, in that many share the same
mandate and “the multiplicity of mechanisms leaves ordinary victims and survivors
lost and sometimes without effective and appropriate remedy,” which is itself a
recognized form of human right abuse (Witter, 2002). The African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) adopted in 1981 and entered into force in 1986
remains the continent’s premier human rights body, whose work is in need of urgent
reform and improvement. Among the new bodies are the African Charter on Rights
and Welfare of the Child and the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (its
protocol was adopted in 1998 and entered into force in 2004), not to mention the
truth and reconciliation commissions and special courts that have been established
in some countries.
At the international level, there are the two international criminal tribunals for
Rwanda and Sierra Leone prosecuting genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity in the two countries (UNDP, 2006). The establishment of the International
Criminal Court in 2002, in the teeth of US. resistance, has rightly been hailed as a
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m~estone in international human rights law and enforcement. The African Diaspora,
both the historic and contemporary, has also become increasingly vocal in protesting
against human rights abuses in Africa. TransAfrica’s campaign against Sani Abacha’s
dictatorship in Nigeria shows this clearly. In recognition of the progressive role that
people in the Diaspora can play, Diaspora representation and participation will be
included in ECOSOCC.
The challenges of expanding and deepening human rights cultures in Africa are as
multifaceted as the contexts that shape them. While considerable improvements
have been made in many parts of the continent in terms of democratisation, which
has improved the prospects for human rights in general, the constraints against
human rights remain daunting (Witter, 2002).
Z4.5 Research Gap
From the literature, concerns have been raised about the burden human rights
agencies face as they struggle to protect child rights for instance the lack of national
coordination and collaboration by some countries (HRW Report, 2011), However,
most of the research has been carried out in different African countries with very
few from Somalia. This study makes an attempt to bridge this gap and tries to
gauge the child rights violations, and challenges faced by human rights agencies
while protecting child rights in Somalia,
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3~1

Introduction

This chapter contains the research design, area and population of the Study, sample
selection and size, data collection instruments, procedure, ethical considerations,
data analysis and limitations of the Study.
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Research Design

Descriptive correlation design was used because the study was intended to establish
if there was a relationship between Selected human rights agencies and child
protection in Garowe, Puntland Somalia. The study utilized both qualitative and
quantitative research methods, Furthermore, the study utilized secondary sources of
data such as academic journals, books and news articles that deal on children~s
rights and their practical application.
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Area And Population Of Study

The study was carried out from three human rights agencies and these include
UNICEF, Save the Children and UNHCR in Garowe-Puntland,Somalia. Garowe is the
capital of Nugaal region and administrative capital of Puntland state in northeastern
Somalia. The city is one of the large cities in Somalia with a population of about
190,000 residents. However, the study population was 168 community members in
Garowe.
14

Sampile Se~ection And Size

Quantitative multi-stage cluster and systematic sampling as well as qualitative
purposive sampling and focus group discussions were used.The formula for sample
selection was Sloven formula which was used to determine the sample size,
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Out of the total population of 168, a sample size of 118 was selected, using Slovene’s
formula. The sample was sufficiently high and representative enough to validate the

findings.
=

N
1+ N(e)2

Equation 1: Slloven&s Formula
168
=

1+ 168(0.05)2

168
=118.31 ~118respondents
1 + 0.42

Tab~e 3. 1: Popullation and sampile size summary
Category

Population

Sample

Residents

123

86

Human Rights Agencies’ staff (UNICEF, Save the

20

14

Children

20

14

Opinion leaders

5

4

168

118

Children and UNHCR)

Total

3~5 Data Collection instruments
Qualitative research was the key methodology for data collection, This was because
it provided the researcher with the opportunity to carry an in-depth study, through
fieldwork, to gain insight and vision into the activities of human rights agencies in
protecting childrents rights in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia. The study employed an
open ended interview, where the researcher posed series of questions to the
respondents, who then explained and discussed their answers.

53

3~5d Physica’ Observation
The researcher used this method especially to learn about things that the
respondents would not be aware of or issues they would not be willing to discuss
during the interview. The researcher employed physical observation during the
fieldwork.
3~5~2 Questionnaire
Questionnaires were given out to respondents. The questionnaire provided only the
demographic profile of the respondents who participated in the study.
3~5~3 Face to face interview
Qualitative research, the key methodology employed, provided the researcher with
the opportunity to carry an in-depth study, through fieldwork, to gain insight and
vision into the activities of human rights agencies in protecting children’s rights in
Puntland, Somalia. The study employed an open ended interview, where the
researcher would pose series of questions to the respondents, who then explained
and discussed their answers.
3~6

Procedure

The researcher was given an introductory letter from Kampala international
University and he later presented it to the authority where the researcher carried
out. This authority also wrote an introductory letter to the lower authority and if the
lower authorities grant permission then appointment was made to meet the selected
respondents. Structured interviews was used,
3J

Ethical considerations

The researcher observed proper ethical aspects needed in carrying out research and
clearly indicated to the respondents that this study was purely for academic
purposes and their identity would not be revealed as a high level of confidentiality
would be exercised.
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3~8

Data AnaHys~s

The data collected during the research was analized through editing, coding and
tabulation where necessary.
3..8i. Edit~ng
Data was edited immediately after each interview so as to ensure completeness and
uniformity for easy interpretation.
3~8~2 Coding
Coding was done in order to control the data which was collected; in this case all
that did not conform to the subject matter was left out.
3~8~3 Tabullation
After data collection, information was tabulated according to the responses of the
respondents.
3~9

Umitations Of The Study

Insufficient information from the respondents was anticipated since some
respondents would feel insecure to provide indepth information. Futhermore, there
was a financial constraint, since funds were required for traveling (transportation)
around the area of study.
Extraneous variables: This was beyond the researcher’s control such as respondents’
honesty, personal biases and uncontrolled setting of the study.
Attrition/Mortality: Not all questionnaires might returned neither completely
answered nor even retrieved back due to circumstances on the part of the
respondents such as travels, sickness, hospitalization and refusal/withdrawal to
participate, In anticipation to this, the researcher was reserved more respondents by
exceeding the minimum sample size. The respondents were also reminded not to
leave any item in the questionnaires unanswered and were closely followed up as to
the date of retrieval.
55

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
4~ 0 Introduction

This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of the major findings from the
research instruments that were used for collecting the data with specific emphasis
on the relationship between selected human rights agencies and child protection in
Garowe, Puntland, Somalia.
4~1. Demographic Characteristics of respondents
The character of the respondents included aspects of gender, age, marital status
and level of education filled on the questionnaire and the results are presented and
analyzed in table 1 below are table four for clear clarification
Table 4. 1: Demographic Characteristics of the respondents
MAIN CATEGORY

SUB-CATEGORY

FREQUENCY

PERCENTAGE

Gender

Male

79

66.9

Female

39

331.

Total

118

100

20-35 years

35

29J

36-49 years

67

56.8

5oandaboveyears

16

13.6

Total

118

100

Single

20

16.9

Married

69

58.5

Widowed

22

18~6

Divorced

7

5.9

Total

118

100

Primary level

8

6~8

Secondary

9

7.6

Age

Marital Status

Educational level

56

Certificate level

20

16.9

Diploma

34

28.8

Degree

30

25.4

Master’s degree

17

14.4

Tota’

118

100

Source: primary data
The table 1 above represents the demographic characteristics of the respondents in
terms of gender, age and education level.
Regarding gender, it was realized that (66.9%) were male while 33.1% were female
respondents.
In terms of ages, (56.8%) were in age ranging 36-49 years. This was followed by
respondents aged between 20-35 years with (29.7%) while the minority group was
of respondents aged above 50 years with a (13.6%).
In regard to marital status, l6.9% were single, 58.5% were married, 18.6% were
widowed, and 5.9% were divorced, This implies that the married were the majority
and thus had several responsibilities.
Information regarding educational level majority of respondents were at primary
level at (6.8%) who were followed by those with secondary level (7.6%). And those
at master’s degree were 14.4%. Those with certificate level had (16.9%) followed by
those who were the degree holders (25.4%), those with Diploma education had
(28.8%).
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47 Contributions of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia
Table 4. 2: Effect of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe, Puntland,
Somalia
INDICATORS

MEAN

INTERPRETATION

RANK

Human rights agencies try to prevent

33

Very Good

1

Very Good

2

275

Good

3

27

Good

4

2.5

Poor

5

2.4

Poor

6

2~9

Good

children from being harmed
Human rights agencies seek to ensure that 3.27
children have access to
education, childcare and proper parenting.
Human rights agencies aim at changing
the policies of governments or even
transnational policies
Human rights agencies help provide a
voice for children and young people,
ensure just and humane conditions of
custody
Human rights agencies also work to
ensure that the special legal protections
assigned to children are provided with
dignity and fairness
Human rights agencies may conduct and
observe forensic interviews with children
who are alleged victims of crimes
Average Mean
Source: primary data (2017)
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Legend
Mean Range

Response Mode

Interpretation

1.00

—

1.75

Strongly Disagree

Very Poor

1.76

—

2.50

Disagree

Poor

2.51—3.25

Agree

Good

3.26

Strongly Agree

Very Good

—

4.00

The first objective was set to examine the effect of Child rights advocacy on child
protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia. For this study, effect of Child rights
advocacy was determined using six indicators which the respondents were required
to indicate the extent to which they preferred.
The first indicator was human rights agencies try to prevent children from being
harmed with a mean of 3.3 which is equivalent to Very Good on the Liken Scale.
This was followed by Human rights agencies seek to ensure that children have
access to education, childcare and proper parenting in the second rank with a mean
of 3.27 equivalent to Very Good.
In the third rank was that human rights agencies aim at changing the policies of
governments or even transnational policies with a mean of 2.75 equivaLent to good.
This was followed by human rights agencies help provide a voice for children and
young people, ensure just and humane conditions of custody in the fourth rank
equivalent to good.
In the fifth rank, human rights agencies also work to ensure that the special legal
protections assigned to children are provided with dignity and fairness followed with
a mean of 2.5 equivalent to Poor. This was followed by human rights agencies may
conduct and observe forensic interviews with children who are alleged victims of
crimes in the sixth rank with a mean of 2.4 equivalent to poor.
Generally the effect of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe, Puntland,
Somalia were good an average mean of 2.9 equivalent to Good on the Likert Scale.
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4~4 Effect of Ch~d r~ghts monftorhig on eMild protecdon hi Garowe,

PuntAand, Somali~a
Table 4. 3: Effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in Garowe, Puntland,
Somalia
INDICATORS

MEAN

INTERPRETATION RANK

Most human rights operations focus their

3.33

Very good

1

3.1

Good

2

2.29

Poor

3

2~22

Poor

4

2~2

Poor

5

2.2

Poor

6

2~6

Good

monitoring, investigative and reporting
activities on violations of civil and political
rights
Efforts to protect and promote children’s
rights should focus their analyses on a
broader range of rights
Monitoring and reporting on children’s
rights should take into consideration
relevant violations of the human rights of
their parents and immediate families
Human rights agencies undertake
inquiries relating to human rights and
scrutinises draft legislation progressing
through the Parliament
Human rights agencies enforce equality
legislation on age, disability, gender, race,
religion or belief, sexual orientation and
transgender status.
Human rights agencies help to promote
understanding of equality, diversity and
human rights.
Average Mean
Source: Primary data (2017)
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Legend
Mean Range

Response Mode

Interpretation

LOU

Strongly Disagree

Very Poor

1.76—2.50

Disagree

Poor

2.51—3.25

Agree

Good

3.26

Strongly agree

Very Good

—

—

1.75

4.00

The second objective was set to examine the effect of Child rights monitoring on
child protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia. This was determined using six
indicators as indicated in the table above.
Most human rights operations focus their monitoring, investigative and reporting
activities on violations of civil and political rights was rank first with a mean of 3.33
equivalent to Very good on the Likert Scale, This was followed by efforts to protect
and promote children’s rights should focus their analyses on a broader range of
rights with a mean of 3.1 equivalent to Good.
In the third rank was monitoring and reporting on children’s rights should take into
consideration relevant violations of the human rights of their parents and immediate
families at a mean of 2.29 equivalent to Poor.
This was followed by human rights agencies undertake inquiries relating to human
rights and scrutinises draft legislation progressing through the Parliament in the
fourth rank with a mean of 2.22 equivalent to Poor on the Likert scale.
In the fifth rank, human rights agencies enforce equality legislation on age,
disability, gender, race, religion or belief, sexual orientation and transgender status
followed with a mean of 2.2 equivalent to poor. This was followed by human rights
agencies help to promote understanding of equality, diversity and human rights with
a mean of 2.2 equivalent to

Poor on Likert scale,
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Generally the effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia was good with average mean average of 2~6 an equivalent of
good on the Likert scale.

4~.4 Relationsh~p between Se~ected Human Rights Agencies and Chülld
protection hi Garowe
Table 4. 4: Relationship between Selected Human Rights Agencies and Child
protection in Garowe
(Level of significance

=

O~O5)

Correlations
Selected
Human
Rights
Agencies
Selected Human
Rights Agencies

Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Pearson Correlation

Child protection

**~

Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Child
protection

1

0.756**
.000

118
0.756**

118
I

.000
118

118

Source: primary data
Table 6: correlating Selected Human Rights Agencies and Child protection in local
government Garowe. The Pearson’s Linear Correlation coefficient was used to get
the test the null hypothesis. Results in table 6 indicate that there were strong
positive correlation (r

=

0.756) between “Child protection” and “Selected Human

Rights Agencies” at 0.05 level of significance.
Therefore the null hypothesis which states that there is significant relationship
between Selected Human Rights Agencies and Child protection in Garowe was
accepted. By interpretation, it means an improvement in actions and operations of
selected Human Rights Agencies lead to improvement in the level of Child protection
and vice versa.
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Table 4. 5: Regression analysis between the dependent and independent
variables
Table 8: Multiple Regression Table Coefficientsa
Model

Unstandardized
Coefficients
B

1

Standardize
d
Coefficients

Std.
Error

(Constant)

.481

.050

Child rights advocacy

.865

.075

Child rights monitoring

.752

Child rights promotion

.640

t

Sig.

Beta
0.451

.420

.451

0.750

.305

.036

.540

0.620

.045

.042

.421

0.732

.510

a. Dependent Variable: Child protection
From the table 8 above of regression analysis the F~value is 83.30 and Sig, value is
0.000. According to the findings in the table above, the adjusted R2 is 0.846. This
implies that there is significant relationship between the Selected Human Rights
Agencies and Child protection in Garowe was accepted meaning there is a
relationship. Also it shows that there is a significant relationship between the
dependent variable and independent variable as the results indicate that the
significant value (0.000) is greater than the F~value (83.30),
From the above analysis, the multiple regression equation based on the model was
developed.
Y

=

Dependent variable (Child protection)
X1

=

Independent variable (Child rights advocacy)

X2= Independent variable (Child rights monitoring)
=

b

=

Independent variable (Child rights promotion)
coefficient

63

y

=

a ± bxi

=

a ± blxl + b2x2 + b3x3

Substituting for va~ues in the equation:
Y

Child protection

=

=

0.481 + 0.865x1 + 0.752x2 + 0.640x3

0.056+0.074x Child rights advocacy +0.854x Child rights

monitoring +0.6258x Child rights promotion
Interpretations:
The above analysis reveals that is clear that Child rights advocacy has the most
significant positive effect on Child protection, accounting for 86.5% of the changes
in Child protection. When “Child rights advocacy” changes by one unit, “Child
protection” changes by 86.5%. The second most significant was “Child rights
promotion”, which accounts for 84.6% change in “Child protection”, while “Child
rights monitoring” (75.2%) and “Compliance” (75.2%) were third

and four

respectively.
Table 4J

Overall Study Regression Mode
Coefficientsa
Unstandardized
Coefficients
B
Std,
Error
.215
.018
.786
.025

Model

(Constant)
Selected Human
Rights Agencies

1

Standardized
Coefficients
Beta

0,130

.582

a. Dependent Variable: Child protection
Interpretations:
Y

=

Child protection while x

=

Selected Human Rights Agencies
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T

2.421

Sig.

.615
.000

Y

=

a

+

bx therefore Y

=

O~215+ O~786x Therefore when Selected Human Rights

Agencies is 0, Child protection will be 2L5%~ When Selected Human Rights Agencies
changes by one unit, Child protection changes by 78~6%.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5~O Introduction
In this last chapter of the thesis, a summary of findings is provided, conclusions are
drawn and recommendations made based on the findings of the study.
5~1 Summary of findings
In summary, it was found out that (66~9%) were male while 33~1% were female
respondents~ In terms of ages, (56.8%) were in age ranging 36-49 years. This was
followed by respondents aged between 20-35 years with (293%) while the minority
group was of respondents aged above 50 years with a (13~6%). In regard to marital
status, 16~9% were single, 58~5% were married, 18.6°!o were widowed, and 5~9%
were divorced. This implies that the married were the majority and thus had several
responsibilities~

Information regarding educational level majority of respondents

were at primary level at (6~8%) who were followed by those with secondary level
(7~6%)~

And those at master’s degree were 14~4%. Those with certificate level had

(16~9%) followed by those who were the degree holders (25~4%), those with
Diploma education had (28~8%).
The study also further revealed that the first indicator was human rights agencies try
to prevent children from being harmed with a mean of 33 which is equivalent to
Very Good on the Likert Scale. This was followed by Human rights agencies seek to
ensure that children have access to education, childcare and proper parenting in the
second rank with a mean of 127 equivalent to Very Good. in the third rank was that
human rights agencies aim at changing the policies of governments or even
transnational policies with a mean of 2.75 equivalent to good. This was followed by
human rights agencies help provide a voice for children and young people, ensure
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just and humane conditions of custody in the fourth rank equivalent to good. In the
fifth rank, human rights agencies also work to ensure that the special legal
protections assigned to children are provided with dignity and fairness followed with
a mean of 2.5 equivalent to Poor. This was followed by human rights agencies may
conduct and observe forensic interviews with children who are alleged victims of
crimes in the sixth rank with a mean of 2.4 equivalent to poor. Generally the effect
of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia were good
an average mean of 2.9 equivalent to Good on the Likert Scale.
It was found out that most human rights operations focus their monitoring,
investigative and reporting activities on violations of civil and political rights was rank
first with a mean of 3.33 equivalent to Very good on the Likert Scale. This was
followed by efforts to protect and promote children’s rights should focus their
analyses on a broader range of rights with a mean of 3.1 equivalent to Good. In the
third rank was monitoring and reporting on children’s rights should take into
consideration relevant violations of the human rights of their parents and immediate
families at a mean of 2.29 equivalent to Poor, This was followed by human rights
agencies undertake inquiries relating to human rights and scrutinises draft legislation
progressing through the Parliament in the fourth rank with a mean of 2.22
equivalent to Poor on the Likert scale, In the fifth rank, human rights agencies
enforce equality legislation on age, disability, gender, race, religion or belief, sexual
orientation and transgender status followed with a mean of 2.2 equivalent to poor.
This was followed by human rights agencies help to promote understanding of
equality, diversity and human rights with a mean of 2.2 equivalent to

Poor

on

Likert scale. Generally the effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in
Garowe, Puntland, Somalia was good with average mean average of 2,6 an
equivalent of good on the Likert scale.
The study found out that the Pearson’s Linear Correlation coefficient was used to get
the test the null hypothesis. Results in table 6 indicate that there were strong
positive correlation (r

=

0.756) between “Child protection” and “Selected Human

Rights Agencies” at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore the null hypothesis which
states that there is significant relationship between Selected Human Rights Agencies
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and Child protection in Garowe was accepted. By interpretation, it means an
improvement in actions and operations of selected Human Rights Agencies lead to
improvement in the level of Child protection and vice versa.
5~2 Conclusions

The study concludes that children’s inexperience and lack of development makes
them both physically and emotionally vulnerable to exploitation and abuse~
It also concludes that there are many barriers restricting the efficiency of non
governmental organizations in protecting children from abuse. For example, in
Somalia the absence of organized legislations for the process of registration and
monitoring of the activities of such organizations and institutions is an inhibiting
factor.
The study also concludes that few of the organizations either monitor or evaluate
the effectiveness of their operations in order to integrate these lessons into the next
stage of their operation and development
Most groups are based in towns and specifically in the capital city, while the
population remains mostly in the rural areas. The capital cities have their own
dynamics and are often not representative of the human rights issues which most
people face in the rural areas or even in provincial towns.
It also concludes that a few human rights agencies have tried to create branches
outside the capital but with only limited success. Religious groups have generally
been more effective in this regard probably because they have a ready-made
national network.
5~3 Recommendations
The study recommends that there is need for improvement of children’s access to
schools, especially those affected or dependents, in particular the girl children, in
remote and backward parts of the country~ Efforts should also be made to
incorporate sex-education and gender sensitive concerns in the school curriculum,
both at the primary and secondary levels.
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There is also need for involvement of the community in the rehabilitation and
reintegration process of trafficked victims. This means involving the families of
victims and the community by enhancing their awareness about trafficking in general
and the impact of trafficking on the individual. It is imperative on the part of the
Government of Somalia to monitor the rehabilitation and reintegration of the rescued
victims.
The study recommends that mass awareness and advocacy campaigning
programmes should target employers, community leaders, policy makers and civil
society. Children working for instance in the urban informal sector as domestic
servants are not readily ‘visible’ but ‘invisible’. An effective effort to protect children
from such workplace hazards or abuses must begin by making the ‘invisible’, ‘visible’.
Recruitment of adequate number of trained counsellors and social workers in
institutions/homes run by the government independently or in collaboration with
non-governmental organisations. Appointment of trained social workers and
counsellors at police stations, courts and homes/institutions of different kinds meant
for accommodating victims of trafficking. Anti-trafficking cells/units should be set up
at the Centre, State and District level to facilitate and monitor the process of rescue,
rehabilitation, reintegration and repatriation.
The Government of Somalia in partnership with non-governmental organisations
should provide gender sensitive market driven vocational training to all those
rescued victims who are not interested in education.
The Government of Somalia should declare names of fit persons and fit institutions
for providing safe custody to victims of trafficking.

This list should be made

available to the police, courts, non-governmental organisations and civil society.
The Government of Somalia should enable victims of trafficking to access both
formal and non-formal education structures.

Formal education should be made

available to those victims who are still within the school going age, while non-formal
education should be made accessible to adults.
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The Government of Somalia should make available to rescued victims various
developmental and anti-poverty schemes meant for the general population, both in
the rehabilitation and reintegration phase.

Upgradation of the conditions and

capacities of institutions/homes run by the Government and an increase in the
number of such institutions/homes not only in the cities, but also at the district and
village levels, are of utmost necessit:y.
The study recommends that the media should play an important role in informing
and educating the public through newspaper, radio and other modes of
communication, and should be targeted as a key partner in preventing and ending
trafficking. It would be ideal if media practitioners were first sensitized about the
issue of trafficking and its complexities, as this would ensure appropriate reporting
on facts rather than sensationalizing the issue.
The study recommends that there is need to educate the Somali population about
the benefits and protection of children and families that the Body of Ethical Principles
against abuse of child rights
5.4 Areas of further research

The study did not exhaust all the dependent variables that influence Child protection
apart from Selected Human Rights Agencies thus the need for other researchers to
conduct an exhaustive study on variables under listed.
i.

Good governance and Child protection

ii.

Democracy and Child protection

iii.

Insecurity and Child protection
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX I: RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear Sir! Madam
I am by the names of ABDIKANI MOHAMUD All, 1153-O6246~O33OO, a
candidate for Masters of Arts of Human Rights and Development at Kampala
International University and currently pursuing a Thesis entitled “Sdected human
rights agencies and child protection in Garowe, Puntiland, Somallia”.~ In view
of this empirical investigation, may I request you to be part of this study by
answering the questionnaires? Rest assured that the information that you provide
shall be kept with utmost confidentiality and will be used for academic purposes
only.
As you answer the questionnaire, be reminded o respond to the items in the
questionnaire thus not leave any item unanswered. Further, may I retrieve the filled
out questionnaire within 5 days from the date of distribution?
Thank you very much in advance
PART 1: RESPONDENT’S PROFILE

Gender

___________________

Date

1, Male
2. Female
Qualification
1. Primary level
2. Secondary
3. Certificate level
4. Diploma

5. Degree
6. Master’s degree
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Age
1. 20-35 years
2. 36-49 years
3. 50 and above years
Direction 1: Please write your rating on the space before each option which
corresponds to your best choice in terms of level of motivation. Kindly use the
scoring system below:
Score

Response Mode

Description

Interpretation

5

Strongly Agree

You agree with no doubt at all

Very satisfactory

4

Agree

You agree with some doubt

Satisfactory

3

Neutral

You are not sure about any

None

2

Disagree

You disagree with some doubt

Fair

1

Strongly Disagree

You disagree with no doubt at all

Poor

Section B: Effect of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntiland, Somalia
The below shows the effect of Child rights advocacy on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia, please tick where applicable.
Response

Strongly

Disagree Not

Disagree

Sure

Human rights agencies try to
prevent children from being
harmed
Human rights agencies seek
to ensure that children have
access to
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Agree Strongly
Agree

~cation,childcare and
proper parenting~
Human rig hts agencies aim
at changing the policies of
governments or even
transnational policies
Human rights agencies h&p
provide a voice for children
and young people, ensure
just and humane conditions
of custody
rights agencies also
work to ensure that the
special legal protections
assigned to children are
provided with dignity and
fairness
rig hts agencies may
conduct and observe forensic
interviews with children who
are alleged victims of crimes
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Section

C:

Effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in Garowe,

Puntland, Somalia
The below shows the effect of Child rights monitoring on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia, please tick where applicable~
Response

Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Most human rights
operations focus their
monitoring, investigative
and reporting activities on
violations of civil and
political rights
Efforts to protect and
promote children’s rights
should focus their
analyses on a broader
range of rights
Monitoring and reporting
on children’s rights should
take into consideration
relevant violations of the
human rights of their
parents and immediate
families
Human rights agencies
undertake inquiries
relating to human rights
and scrutinises draft
legislation progressing
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Not
Sure

Agree Strongly
Agree

through the Parliament
Human rights agencies
enforce equality
legislation on age,
disability, gender, race,
religion or belief, sexual
orientation and
transgender status.
Human rights agencies
help to promote
understanding of equality,
diversity and human
rights.
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Section D: Effect of Child rights promotion on child protection in Garowe,
puntland, Somalia
The below shows the effect of Child rights promotion on child protection in Garowe,
Puntland, Somalia, please tick where applicable.
Response
Human rights agencies are
obliged to recognize the full
spectrum of human rights
for all children and consider
children in legislative and
policy decisions
~ldrenhavearightt0
express their opinions and
to have their views taken
seriously
Local and national
governments have
amended laws to take into
consideration the best
interests of the child and
adopted social policies that
promote realization of
children’s rights.
Individuals, including
children, and communities
have actively voiced their
views and called for
change~
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Human rights agencies
have cooperated with
governments and
organizations and provided
technical assistance to
further implementation of
the Convention
Human rights agencies
work for better
implementation of the
Convention

Thanks for your responses
End
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APPENDIX II: MAP SHOWING GAROWE, PUNTLAND, SOMALIA
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