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ABSTRACT
This thesis reports the effects of political insurgency on performance of primary schools in Lira
district.

The results of the study are reported in chapter four. This study was guided by four independent
variables on political instability. These included; indiscipline, poverty, stree children and learning
materials on academic performance.

The study was set to response to four research questions as given below;
How does indiscipline affect academic performance in Lira district?
How does poverty affect academic performance in Lira district?
To what extent do street children affect academic performance in Lira district?
How does lack of learning materials affect academic performance in Lira district?
In answering these research questions the research used 170 respondents drawn form various
areas using purposive and simple random sampling

The researcher used three sets of self administered questionnaires, an interview guide and an
observation checklist. Because it was a descriptive study, data were analysed, quantified in
percentages on tables and figures.

The results reached indicates that; there were indiscipline, poverty, lack of learning materials in
most primary schools due to the results of political instability in the area.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction.
This chapter accounted for the following: background of the study, problem statement,
general objective, specific objectives, research questions, scope of the study, significance of
the study and limitation to the study.

Li Background of the problem.
As early as revolutionary days, many wars were waged but the notable one was the Franco
Prussian war of 1870. This gradually attributed to the first world war of 914 to 1918 which
claimed million of people’s lives and also contributed to social evils among others.(kitooke
2002)
Quite alarming to note, there was also another second global war that occurred in between
1939 and 1945 which resulted from the peace markers’ mistakes in the 1919 versaille peace
settlement agreement for failing to handle the European affairs amicably to avert conditions
for the occurrence of any other war. Because of her weakness, after second world war. The
United Nations Organizations was formed to Curb any similar situation.
While in Africa, the UNO failed to achieved one of its objectives of maintaining peace and
security across the world, many countries in Africa therefore underwent political wars right
from the time of colonization and post- independence era.
Uganda as a member state of yet another big organization called African Organization Union
suffered a lot from numerous political insurgencies after her independence.
Regrettably in northern Uganda, the Lord Resistance Army (LRA) hit dangerously nearly all
parts of the region.
The effect of war in the north is far fetched. Lira municipality equally had a share and this of
significance affected the performance of many schools in the area compared to other
performing

districts

in

Uganda.

(UNEB

2010)

This is revealed in the academic performance of primary schools in this sub-county.

The research thus seeks to examine the effects of political insurgency on academic
performance in Lira district.

1.2 Problem Statement
Political insurgency is a human disaster which affects so much the discipline of the learners
at schools. Indiscipline therefore is the deviating of an individual from the expected
behavior. (Burojaiye 1984) This disaster also affects the physical structure of the school and
equally important, it consumes pupils’ time of learning. Such situation is not uncommon in
Lira district, Adekokwok sub-county schools only but on top of that learning camps, poverty
and lack of learning materials is common. Teachers alike tend to dodge lessons since they
have to look for financial support for their families. (New Vision Uganda 2009)
However, the governments of Uganda through Ministry of Education and Sports plus many
Non-governmental organizations have put in place strategies to rectify this phenomena such
as Universal primary Education, (UPE) Northern Uganda Social Action Plan, (NUSAF)
School facility grand to construct structures at schools, presidential initiative on Aids
strategies for communicating to the youth and so on.
From the staffs side, many refreshers courses have been held to address the normally from
instance the psychosocial training programmes.(Government White paper 1992)
Despite the above solutions the problems of poor academic performance still persist in
primary schools in Adekokwok sub

—

county, Lira district and this is why the researcher took

the initiative to research within this field.

1.3 The purpose of the study
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of political insurgency on
performance of primary schools Lira district.

1.4 Specific objectives of the study.
The study was guided by the following specific objectives.
1.4.1 To examine how indiscipline affect academic performance in Lira district.
1,4.2 To assess the effect of poverty on academic performance in Lira district.
1.4.3 To find out the extent to which street children affect performance in Lira district.
1.4.4 To analyze the effect of lack of learning materials on academic performance in
Lira district.

1.5 Research Questions.
This study was directed by the underneath research questions;
1.5.1 How does indiscipline affect academic performance in Lira district?
1.5.2 How does poverty affect academic performance in Lira district?
2

1.5.3 To what extent do street children affect academic performance in Lira district?
1.5.4 How does lack of learning materials affect academic performance in Lira district?

1.6 Scope of the study
The study was carried out in four parishes namely; Angwet —angwet, Boroboro,
Akia and Boke in Adekokwok sub

—

county, Lira district. Adekokwok sub

—

county has

eight Government aided primary schools and seven private primary schools.
Lira district is located in Northern Uganda at the mantle of Lango sub

—

region.

Most people are peasant farmers of small scale. The researcher will take two
months collecting the raw data and analyzing the data.
This study covered the period of three months.

1.7 Significance of the study
The study was planned to benefit the following people;
Ministry of Education and Sports to address the effects of political insurgency on
academic perfonnance in primary schools in Lira district.

Policy makers of Uganda. that is the legislature to make policies that enable the primary
schools regain their former glory in the areas of academic performance through ministry of
Finance, planning and Economic development to facilitate staff motivation and structural
developments.

The District Education Officer and Inspector of schools shall use the report to direct,
coordinate, supervise, monitor and control the performance of all schools equally.

The pupils shall play their key roles of observing school rules and regulations to
release best academic performance in primary schools.

1.8

Limitation of the study
The researcher opted the study was limited by the understated factors;
Deriving information from the respondents might not be easy. There was likely to be a
mix feeling leading to misconception, suspicious and uncertainty about the purpose of the
study especially by teachers and Headteachers.
Time allocated for the study (3 months) was too short for the researcher to cover the vast
area.
n

The researcher feared that the some respondents would demand facilitation financially
after responding to the set of items on the research instruments.

1.9

Concept ional framework showing the relationship between political insurgency and
performance.

Independent variables

Dependent variables
Performance

Political instability

o
°

H

o
o

Indiscipline
Poverty
Learning
materials
Street children

o

4

Grade
Retention
Welfare

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0

Introduction.
This study examined the theoretical review and actual review of related Literature on the
effects of political insurgency on primary Education in Adekokwok sub-county, Lira
district.
The literature review was taken basing on the documents, newspapers published and
previous literature review related to the research thesis.

2.1.0 Theoretical review.
Ngugi (19990) defines theory as a set of interrelated proposition which explain and
predict a given phenomenon.
Political insurgency on academic performance is associated to the theories of forgetting.
And several theories have been suggested to explain what causes forgetting. These
include; interference, decay and repressive.

2.1.1

The interference theory of forgetting
According to this theory, we forget because there was interference with what you are
trying to recall. This interference can be caused by an experience you went through
before you learnt something. In other words before you learn something you are
undergoing an experience which cannot facilitate storage of what you have learnt. This
kind of interference is called proactive interference or inhibition.

2.1.2 Decay theory of forgetting
This theory explains forgetting as follows; when learning takes place, a trace is fixed on
the brain. If that trace is not actively used, as time goes on, the trace will fade. So if what
is learnt is not practiced it will be forgotten.

2.1.3 Repressive theory of forgetting.
According to Sigmund Freud, forgetting is caused by factors within an individual such as
his or her hopes anxieties and frustrations. This kind of forgetting is called motivated
forgetting.

5

According to this theory, some information which is important to an individual can be
easily remembered. But some other type of information or memories which cause an
individual some pain or anxiety may or not easily be recalled.

For the purposes of the study, the researcher chose to take the Interference theory of
forgetting to relate with effects of political insurgency on academic performance in Lira
district.

2.2.0

Actual review of related literature
This was done objective by objective.

2.2.1 Indiscipline and academic performance in primary Schools.
Taylor (1930) describes discipline to be qualitative rather than quantitative because
discipline can not be measured by any physical method. One is said to be disciplined if he
or she behaves according to the rules and regulations that have been set down within a
given society or any institution. Deviation from the expected behaviour will be
considered as indiscipline.
He further argues that most schools have rules and regulations that spell out how pupils
should conduct themselves within the school environment but cases of indiscipline are
still rampant.

According to Floud (1956), home environment plays a very important role in the
academic performance of a pupil. He describes children from the middle class families as
those growing up in an ordered structure in which their early experience is organized.
Such children have a high level of curiosity, confirm to authority and accept the roles
assigned to them by teachers irrespective of their psychological relationship to their
personality. He further suggested that those from lower social status are resistance to
formal education and learning. He noted that this resistance is expressed through critical
problems of discipline which is indiscipline.
And the researcher believes that because of the political insurgency in Adekokwo sub
county lira district many families were reduced to low social status hence indiscipline
developed which affected the academic performance in primary schools. The research
sought to reveal the truth.
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Relatively Martimore &Davis (1998) argue that indiscipline on academic performance is
caused by poor hosing conditions which lead to inadequate sleep, lack of primary and
conducive environment to do the home work. These results to lack of concentration,
development of bad behavior and poor attainment of knowledge. They noted descriptive
behavior appears to be related to home environment by attitudes of parents towards their
children’s behavior.
The researcher further agrees with these people’s view, in that Adekokwok sub-county
have families with poor accommodation which in One way or the other might have
affected the academic performance of the pupils. The research found out the truth.

However, Karabel (2001) diverts a bit and says that the early childhood experience in the
family contributes to a child’s development for either discipline or indiscipline attributing
to academic performance but classroom environment contributes a lot on their failures or
achievement. He points out that it is through teachers’ use of resources beyond those that
can be afforded by the family which promote learning. He concludes that a child can be
modeled to achieve better by the classroom teacher.

The, researcher disagrees with Karabel because he believes that much as the classroom
teacher had every possible effort to use all the learning resources, ‘other factors beyond
the early childhood experience, home and school. The research seeks t reveal.

According to Charlton and David (1989), teachers are often assaulted nowadays, not only
by occasional physical assault and verbal abuse from pupils, but by public challenge of
the profession which earns merger pay, miserable life as well as their moral leadership
with minimal chances of corruption.

Similarly, Howe(1996) of Havard University argues in his book title “Can schools teach
values?” that schools try to elicit from youngsters behaviour and attitudes that are
acceptable and useful in society.
The problem is that schools without being aware of it, can teach both negative and
positive behavior.

He says that the content regardless of the information or skills they may purvey, cannot
do much, to build constructive attitude unless there is friendliness, warmth and respect
between teachers and learners.
7

Closely linked to Howe’s view, Burojaiye (1984) states that

“...

of all the agencies of

society which affects children, the home and the school environment exert the greatest
and most persuasive influence. Here parents and teachers are the most important
influence during the crucial period in a child’s home. He says, parents start the process of
education including discipline and teachers continue with it. He further elaborates that
parents are expected to lay a learning foundation in general for their later supplemented
the pre-school years and during school years.

The researcher agrees with the views of Charlton, David and Borojaiye because in
Adekokwok sub-county, the interwoven spirit is not powerful. This is why the researcher
believes that the school is far away from the society in terms of academic performance.
The research sought to unearth the reality.

Still in a close link, Rutondoki and et al (1999) argued that as a community institution, the
school assesses the achievement of the individual pupil from time to time (continuous
assessment). Through the interaction process in the classroom, the school is able to assess
the intellectual and moral achievement of the pupils. This can be done through tests and
termly examinations. This mathematical thinking and language the individual has
achieved. The assessment also covers how much leadership skills, respects, discipline, co
operation, good habits like punctuality and initiative on individual has achieved.

The school takes interest in finding out the normal and academic performance of the
pupils. The researcher agrees with Rutondoki and et al views that everybody’s interest is
to see that every pupil within their community (the school) should achieve high academic
and moral standards since our schools do exist as community institutions but he believes
this was contrary in Adekokwo sub-county.

2.2.2

Poverty and academic performance.
Writer (2004) attributes that the right of a child to live with his or her parent is very
minimal because of poverty and this cause high rate of street children and orphanage in
Uganda. He continues that these problems promote violence, ill-treatment discrimination
8

and domestic child labour which injures child health hence affect academic performance
in schools

In support to the above view, Arojjo (2010) Argues that the use of child domestic workers
is widespread in Uganda and leaves children vulnerable to exploitation, this ofien
interferes with the schooling of the children and can impair their health and academic
performance.

In addition, Abirga (2009) states that children in Arua district suffer a lot from poverty
because they still lack easy access to safe drinking water and their houses are infested
with rats and cockroaches. The environment in which these children live much as many
live with their parents is not hygienic because their homes lack pit latrines and other basic
necessities.

According to NEPAD Newsletter (2008, June) quotes that, the government is a ware there
is regional disparity in poverty levels due to historical factors; a case in point was the
protracted Lord Resistance Army war for nearly twenty years in Northern Uganda that
forced millions of people to live in internally Displaced People’s Camps. This did not
only affect moral degeneration of human beings but greatly affected education in those
areas

Fontana (1982) quoted Freud that states parents no longer regard education more
significant for many take any programme that comes to support the existing education
prgramme as the totality to their children’s education. He remarked that this is s due to
high poverty level among the parents.

Ezewu (1996) further argues that quality education can not be achieved without adequate
financial input. This explains why we have the first world (good schools) and the third
world (poor schools).
It is on this basis that formal education is perceived as a rein forcer of the existing socio
economic classes in our society.

The researcher therefore agrees with Ezewu’s view because he believes that little had
been put in place by community to meet the cost of education in Adekokwok sub-county
due to poverty. The researcher was to uncover the reality.
9

2.2.3 Street children and academic performance.
Olara (2003) advocates that children under the age of fifteen years are in host
According to Lefton (1985), motivation is an internal condition initiated by drives, needs
or desire and producing goal directed behavior. He furthers notes that motivation is a
feeling within an individual and directs him or her to the achievement of a certain goal(s).
He concludes that motivation is goal-oriented and has a purpose.

Lefton (1985) quotes Maslow’s humanistic theory of motivation that behavior of
individual is motivated by desires for creativity, choice, and self actualization. The
dignity, freedom and choice of the individual are important in his or her motivation. The
theory postulates that the environment in which the individuals operate and the values
that he or she holds lead to that individuals’ motivation to performance.

Brophy (1989) advocates that there is relevancy in Maslow’s theory of Hierarchy of
needs to the teacher and his or her classroom.
He points out that an individual whose physiological needs have not been solved will be
very difficult if not impossible to teach or to learn. He goes on to say that you cannot
teach a hungry or thirsty person, for example and expect him or her to internalize what
you have taught. Neither is it hygienic to teach individuals in a crowded or poorly
ventilated classroom where they can suffocate.

Related to the above view, Good (1982) says a person who is unsafe can hardly
concentrate on his or her studies. That is why for example it is very difficult to teach
children in insecure areas.

The academic performance of pupils in such areas is significantly low compared to
performance in other areas.

Closely linked to Good’s view, Kindu (1984) says that motivation is a dynamic and
propulsive process. It is a positive process activity or behavior in life that cannot be
answered satisfactorily in the absence of inadequate environment.
Hopson (1992) attributes that an individual whose contributions are not valued by
members in his/her immediate society may not be persuaded to achieve more. He
10

analyses that both the extrinsic and intrinsic needs of the staff and learners promote good
academic performance.
Turner (1977) points out that learning teaching materials arouses the teachers’ and pupils’
interest through motivation and this will lead to better performance.
This is so because when they are used, they are in a conducive atmosphere for both the
teacher and the learner. He further says, for one to perform better one needs to be
motivated not only by facilitating them financially but by providing them with Scholastic
or learning materials.

The researcher opts that what have been pointed out by the different authors on
motivations are true on academic performance of Adekokwok sub-county. He then
believes that the research will reveal their reality on the ground.

2.2.4

Lack of learning materials and academic performance
In relation to the decay theory of forgetting, Turner (1977), pints out those learning
teaching materials arouses the teachers and pupils interests through motivating and this
will lead to better performance. This is so because when they are used, they are in a
conducive atmosphere for both the teacher and the learner. He further says for one to
perform better and does not forget one need to be motivated not only by facilitating one
financially but by providing one with scholastic and learning materials.

Closely linked to Turner’s view, Dewey (19’71) observes that instructional materials assist
learners to learn effectively in a given class through the help of the teacher.
Dewey emphasizes the usefulness of instructional materials in promoting learning
achievement in any subject. He maintains that it is the use of learning aids which learners
are able to practice, participate actively during after the lesson.

Connected to Dewey’s view, Oskar (1999), summarizes that if the basic teaching learning
needs of all are to be met through much a broader scope of action than in the past, it is
essential for learning materials to be effectively prepared and used to enhance academic
performance.

Relatively Thomson (1983) asserts that it is impossible for a teacher to describe every
concept effectively without learning aids. Therefore audio-visual adds

visual aids

dimensions concerning libraries, situations, ideal events and problems. He added that the
11

use of learning materials is generally of great value to the teaching of most subjects. He
concluded that the existence of learning materials is not enough but their effectiveness is
paramount.

Still in a close link, Saleemy (1999) writes that instructional materials control is the act of
insurance the acquisition of the storage rooms, handling and usage of all types of
materials and fully controlled at all. Meaning that the schools have to ensure the right
quality and quantity of instructional materials for academic performance to be realized.

Much as the above sited related literature elaborates on the importance of learning
materials the researcher wanted to find out how lack of learning materials affects
academic performance in Lira District. The study revealed them

12

CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

3.0

Introduction.
This chapter explained the methods and procedures which were involved in the research.
It included research design, population of the study, sampling methods, data collection
instruments, procedure for data collection, data analysis, reliability and validity and
research gap.

3.1

Research design.
The study used descriptive research design using qualitative method of collecting and
analyzing data because of fathering new information on the effect of political insurgency
on primary education, of private schools, generating more qualitative information basing
on other research studies conducted. However, the study was predominantly qualitative
though quantitative methods were used as well.

3.2

Population of the study.
This included both respondents from government and primary schools who were staff,
administrators or headteachers, school management committees, teachers, and District
officials.

3.3

Sampling methods.
From the study to obtain the sample size, the understated sampling strategies were applied
to attain the required respondents for the study as tabled below.
Table 1: Showing population size
Respondents

Total No

Sample

Method to be used

District officials

4

4

Purposive Sampling

Head teachers

15

14

Purposive Sampling

School management committee

15

12

Simple random sampling

Teachers

88

60

Simple random sampling

Pupils

120

80

Simple random sampling

Total

242

170
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3.4

Data collection methods.
For successful collection of data for this study, various methods were applied. However,
the ones which stand out to be prominent were; questionnaire, interviewing literature
review and Observation.

Questionnaire
This was designed with both closed and open ended questions. Respondents responded to
those various questions for the researcher to capture data he anticipated. The
questionnaire was administered by the researcher and research assistants so as to explain
questions that were not clearly understood by respondents which were exhibited
physically and seen through observation.

Interviewing
The study conducted a face-to-face interviewing of all respondents. The researcher
employed structural interview for the respondents as well as oral interview, The
researcher intended to use this method because of:

Limited time available to conduct the study and allowed the researcher to control research
environment. Its flexibility as it allowed probing for specific answers and rephrasing
questions for more clarity.

Observation
Observation as a method was applied by the researcher where he used his own naked eyes
to observe the PLE results for the previous and the development of physical structures in
the schools.

3.5

Data collection instruments
The researcher designed and used two sets of questionnaires for the district officials /
head teachers and teachers. The questionnaire was sent to the respondent earlier to give
ample time to effectively respond to the items. Interview guide for members of school
management committee and pupils were also used to prompt for historical facts and
pupils daily experiences at school on effects of political insurgency and academic
performance. These tools contained both pen ended and closed ended questions.

14

Observation guides of anecdotal records was designed inform of a check list to help the
researcher find out the reality on information given in the questionnaire and interview
schedule. The observation check list checked on physical structures such as library
classroom, staff houses and school sanitation.
The checklist described the interaction in narrative form without not taking but soon after
observation the researcher recorded important issues independently.

Another research instrument that was used was the focus group discussion. The
researcher presented the research questions to the pupils to discuss and came up with
appropriate answers.

3.6

Procedure for data collection
The researcher upon submitting completed proposal to the supervisor was issued an
introductory letter from KIU.A copy of this letter was then submitted to the DEO / CAO
and another copy to the student to introduce him to the field.

3.7

Data Analysis
The data was collected, checked carefully with a view of ensuring consistence and
correctness which were grouped according to specific objectives of the study. The
analysis of the data was presented in tables and figures with frequencies and percentages
which were assigned. Also Statistical analysis method was used as well to analyze data.

3.8

Reliability and Validity.
For the research reliability and validity, after the collection of raw data with the relevant
research instruments, there was editing and arrangement of data into respective
population of study. Cod able variables were coded inform of numbers, ideas, opinions
and suggestions. Those that could not be coded were listed down.
Reliability. Prior to the data collection, pre-testing of questionnaires were carried out to
measure the ability to explain to the respondents what kinds of information were required
of them as far as qualitative contents were concerned.
Validity. The pre-testing helped the researcher to estimate the time required for various
activities that were carried out in the field. Also it identified and explained questions
which respondents could not understand fully. And ascertained whether all questions
meant the same thing to all respondents.
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Editing.
Each response was checked for consistency, accuracy and completeness. Editing was
done on the spot soon after the interview and observation since responses were easily
remembered for the purpose of detecting errors and Omissions. This led to uniformity of
answers given by the respondents.

Coding
This is the process of classifying answers into meaningful categories so as to bring
essential meaning. This was done using open ended questions and by picking some
interview Schedules at random to determine the appropriate and exhaustive response
categories that came up.

Tabulation
This is a process of putting data together in the tables and statistical analysis was used.
This was done after editing and coding. The results appeared there after presented in
tables and figures of percentages.

3.9

Ethical consideration
The study was conducted with a lot of confidentiality of the respondents’ views and
identity of individual responses in the finding.
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CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF DATA
4.1

Introduction
This chapter presents the data of the study on effects of political insurgency on
performance of primary schools in Lira district.
The raw data was collected from the sample respondents that comprised of; Lira district
officials, Headteachers, teachers, pupils and members of school management committee
of the sample schools.
Data collection was done closely basing on the specific objectives. These were;
examining indiscipline on academic performance, the effects of poverty on academic
performance, how street children affect performance and he effect of lack of learning
materials on academic performance in Adekokwok sub-county, Lira district.
For the validity and reliability of the results, data was collected, analysed and presented in
tables with frequencies and figures with percentages analysis.

4.2

Data presentation
During the study, the sample respondents of one hundred seventy respondents were
involved to participate in the study represented by 100% from fourteen primary schools
together with four officials from the district headquarters.
This justifies that the limitation of the study was controlled from hiding facts about the
effects of political insurgency on performance of primary schools in Lira district.

4.2.1

Bio-Data of the promoters of education service in primary schools, Lira district.
The analysis reached at showed that the title or occupation of the promoters of education
service in primary schools ranges from classroom

teachers, Headteachers, deputy

Headteachers, District Inspector of schools, District Education Officer and Chief
Administrative Officer.
This was represented with table 2 as shown below;

Table 2: Showing the title or occupation of the promoters of education service in
primary schools.
Factor

Title / Occupation

Response

Frequency

Percentage

Classroom teacher

60

76.9

Headteachers

12

15.3

Deputy head teacher

2

2.6

DIS

2

2.6

DEO

1

1.3

CAO

1

1.3

Total

78

100

Source: Primary data (District officials, Headteachers & Teachers 2012)

Table 2 shows that the information analyzed on the study was gathered from the accurate
custodians of education service in the area represented by 76.9% who were classroom
teachers that knew much more about the effects of insurgency on academic performance,
followed by 15.3% of the respondents who were Headteachers, 2.6% were deputy
Headteachers, also another 2.6% were District Inspector of Schools and 1.3% each
represented the District Education Officer and Chief Administrative Officer. This then
revealed that the data analyzed was valid and reliable.

The study sought the level of education attainment of teachers to conform the reliability
of the data given since teachers were the majority of the key custodians of education
service who were on the ground. The findings were revealed as indicated on table 3
shown below

Table 3: Showing level of education attainment of teachers.
Master degree

Degree

Diploma

Certificate

Others

00%

16.7%

60%

23.3%

00%

Source: Primary data (Teachers 2012)

Table 3 reveals that the greatest number of teachers had diploma in primary education
represented by 60%, 23.3% had teaching certificate in education, 16.7% were degree
holders, those with masters degree and other qualification were not found shown by 00%.
This indicates that the level of education of education of teachers in Adekokwok sub
county, Lira district is quite commendable for the teaching professional but there is need
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to work for the long lasting peace to attain academic performance since insurgency has
contributed a lot.
The study further revealed that the working experience of education custodians in
Adekokwok sub-county, Lira district were adequate for better academic performance as
indicated in table 4 below,

Table 4: Showing working experience of education custodians in primary schools.
Factor

Response

Frequency

Percentage

6-10 years

52

66.7

Working experience

Above 10 years

18

23.1

~

1-4 years

05

6.4

One year or less

03

3.8

Total

78

100

Source: Primary data (District officials, Headteachers & Teachers 2012)

Just over three quarters of the respondents were experienced human resource that had
worked in the sub-county for more than six years represented by 66.7%, followed by 18%
who had served for above ten years, 5% showed those who worked in the area below five
years and 3% were junior officers in terms of working experience. This relatively
signifies that, besides political insurgency, transfer of service of human resource would
improve the academic performance of the area.
Figure 1: Shows the percentage of male and female respondents who participated in the
study.

Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

The figure indicates that there were more males respondents than female respondents.
This was represented by 57.6& of male and 42.4% of female. This implies that there is
need to recruit and promote more female teachers and appoint more female members of
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the school management committee to boost academic performance in Adekokwok sub
county, Lira district
The mean scores and the percentages of the school type where pupils went to study rated
day schools proficient according to academic performance due to the results of the
political insurgency in the area as presented in the table 5 below.

Table 5: Shows the mean scores of school type.
School type

Boys

Girls

All

Mean

Mean

Mean

Day schools

35%

40%

75%

Day-Boarding schools

15%

10%

25%

Boarding schools

00%

00%

00%

Total

50%

50%

100%

Source: Primary data (pupils 2012)

The table is represented by figure 2 as shown hereunder;
Figure 2: Reveals the percentage of pupils mean score according to school type.
-
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Source: Primary data (pupils 2012)
The mean score of day primary schools were

______

Girls
40%
10%
00%

All
75%
25%
00%

higher than day-boarding primary schools

represented by 75% and 25% respectively. Gender wise, the mean scores were
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comparable within the schools of the same type. For day primary schools girls had a mean
score of 40% while boys had 35%.
The respective means of boys and girls from day-boarding primary schools were 15% and
10%. Whereas boarding primary schools did not exist in this area shown by 00% from
both boys and girls.
By implication, this shows that there is need to improve on the discipline and livelihood
of the people in the area to promote academic performance in primary schools since
learners come from homes where poverty loom high.

Item 5 of the questionnaire sought to find out the marital status of the respondents. The
findings revealed that most of the respondents were responsible human resource that took
care of their families. This was summarized as shown below;

Table 6: Showing the marital status of the respondents.
Factor

Marital status
~

Response

Frequency

Percentage

Yes

64

82.1

No

14

17.9

Total

78

100

Source: Primary data (District officials, Headteachers & Teachers 2012)

Considering that there were only seventy eight respondents for the item, the study
depicted 82.1% of the respondents being the greatest percentage who agreed by saying
yes they were married and the lowest percentage of 17.9% faithfully accepted that they
were still single.
This shows that there is need to improve on the accommodation of the human resource in
order to promote academic performance in primary schools in Lira district.

4.2.2

Indiscipline and performance.
The results of the indiscipline and performance were analyzed and summarized in tables
and figures presented as shown subsequently;
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Table 7: Showing how indiscipline leads to poor academic performance
Factor

Response

Indiscipline leads to
poor

academic

performance

~

Frequency

Percentage

SA

92

A

50

DA

11

SDA

9

11.8

NS

8

4.7

170

100

Total

83.5

Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

The finding shows that indiscipline of pupils leads to poor academic performance were
rated high represented by 83.5% of the respondents who strongly agreed while 11.8%
disagreed to the factor.
And 4.7% of the respondents were not sure.

The study investigated further on the factor that most indiscipline pupils end up in drug
abuse which affects their performance. Therefore the results were represented graphically
as shown below;

Figure 3: Showing indiscipline as a cause of drug abuse which affects performance.
68.2%

28.8%

C

2
0

3%
Disagreed

Agreed

Not sure

Responses
Figure 3 demonstrates the responses of the respondents who disagreed that it was not only
indiscipline that caused drug abuse among the pupils which affect academic performance
represented by 68.2%, followed by 28.8% of those who agreed and 3% were not sure of

22

this factor. This implies that drug abuse is not common in this area but there is need to
curb down other causes of indiscipline to promote academic performance.

Table 8: Showing how pupils’ indiscipline is a cause of poor academic performance
Factor
Response
Frequency
Percentage
-

SA

88

A

43

77.1

DA

34

22.9

academic

SDA

5

performance

NS

0

0

170

100

Pupils indiscipline is
a

cause

of

poor

Total
Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

Table 8 above, presents the findings on how pupils indiscipline is a cause of poor
academic performance in Adekokwok sub-county Lira district. The study revealed that
77.1% of the respondents agreed with the factor while 22.9% disagreed.
By implication, this shows that the indiscipline cases are rampant in Adekokwok subcounty and this could be the reason as to why the level of academic perfonEnance is still
low.
The researcher therefore suggests that there is need to find out the root cause of
indiscipline in the area and sensitized the community about the effects of indiscipline on
academic performance.

Figure 4 shows the proportion of the responses on how lack of services measures taken on
indiscipline pupils cause poor academic performance in primary schools.

_____

Agreed

ed
Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

U

The majority (92.4%) of the respondents from the sample population were rated
proficient in lack of serious measures taken on indiscipline pupils represented with
agreed. On the other hand, only 7.6% of the respondents disagreed attaining this rating.
The study evident that there were no significant gender differences in the academic
performance of pupils from both government and private schools.
This implies that in both government and private schools, boys and girls were indiscipline
and therefore there is need to organize more refresher courses on psycho-social discovery
trainings to enhance human resource to guide and counsel the learners for better academic
performance.

4.2.3

Poverty and performance.

-

Another specific objective of the study was to assess the effect of poverty on academic
performance. The major findings revealed were summarized as follow;

Table 9: Showing high level of poverty where most pupils in the schools do not
afford to take tea at home.
Factor

Response

Frequency

Percentage

A

72

Most pupils can not

SA

44

afford to take tea at

DA

28

home

SDA

17

26.5

~

NS

09

5.3

170

100

Total

68.2

Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

The findings showed that most pupils suffer the consequence of political insurgency by
not having break fast due to the high level of poverty in the area. This was confirmed
when most respondents agreed to the factor represented by 68.2%. However 26.5% of the
respondents disagreed that some few families could afford to give pupils tea. Yet 5.3%
were not yet sure.
This indicates that there is need to alleviate poverty in the community so as to promote
academic performance in primary schools.
The study sought to find out whether children from poor families perform poorly in class
and the findings were reached at as presented in the table and figure below.
Table 10: Shows performance of children from poor families in class.
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Factor

Response

Frequency

Percentage

SDA

71

DA

40

children from poor

A

33

families in class

SA

20

N

6

3.5

170

100

Performance

of

Total

65.3
31.2

Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

The above table is summarized in figure 5 below
Figure 5: Showing performance of children from poor families in class.
65.3%

31.2%
C

2
3.5%
Disagreed

Agreed

Not sure

Responses
From the above figure the analysis asserts that the respondents disagreed that not only
children from poor families perform poorly in class but even those from well

—

to

—

do

families.
This was represented by 65.3%. However 31.2% of the sample population agreed and
3.5% were not sure.
By implication, therefore there is need to provide learners with lunch not break fast to
allow them concentrate in afternoon lessons so as to improve on academic performance.

Relatively, the study investigated on the lack of learners’ personal effects such as
uniform, exercise books and pens as a cause to poor performance of most pupils. The
results were revealed as below;
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Table 11: Showing lack of learners’ personal effects on academic performance.
Factor

Response

Frequency

Percentage

A

66

Lack of learners’

SA

54

personal effects

DA

25

cause poor

SDA

22

performance poor

NS

03

1.8

170

100

families in class

Total

70.6
27.6

Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

According to the results exhibited in table 11 above, the findings revealed that it was very
true that most pupils in primary schools who do not perform very well lack personal
effects for learning. Through observation, the researcher discovered that most pupils in
many sample schools had torn uniforms, lack enough exercise books and pens. This in
summary represented by 70.6% of the responses that agreed to the factor. However,
27.6% disagreed and 1.8% were not sure.
This signifies that there is need to sensitize the community on their roles to facilitate fully
the learning of their children much as other constraints still face them. Otherwise
academic performance of most pupils is still poor due to high level of poverty.

The results of the analysis made on children who move to stay on street come from poor
families and when in class they do not perform academically were summarized as follow;

Figure 6: Shows street children from poor families and their academic performance

Strong Agreed

Agreed
Disagreed
_____

Agreed
Not sure

Figure6 above indicates that most children on streets come from poor families because of
domestic violence poverty has caused .and when teachers try to discipline their
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behaviours, the uncalculated culture of street children stops them from conforming and
concentrating in class work. Therefore the study confirm that their performance
academically were very poor.
This was represented by more than half of the responses that agreed to this factor
symbolize by 58.8% however, 38.8% disagreed that much as they come from poor
families their academic perforn-iance

is not poor as such

.

on the other hand 2.4%

remained not sure.
This then implies that political insurgency has caused poverty and it must be addressed to
enhance academic performance because it has not only affected homes but also education
service.

2.4

Learning material and performance.
This was another conceptual frame work in the study the variables were responded by all
the respondents during the study.
The major findings were analyzed and summarized in the subsequent tables and figures as
shown below.
Table 12, showing lack of learning materials and academic performance
Factor
Lack of learning
materials affect
academic
performance

Response
SA
A
DA
SDA
N

Total
Source: Primary data (All respondents 2012)

Frequency
93
74
02
01
00
170

Percentage
98.2
1.8
00
100

The study ascertained that lack of learning materials affect academic performance.
This is represented with highest responses indicated by 98.2%. And only 1.8% disagreed
without any respondent failing to decide shown by 00%.
Significantly, this shows that there is high need for all the education stake holders to
address this factor as a serious hindrance of academic performance in primary schools.
Under the same variables, the study sought to analyze if teaching without learning
materials affect the delivery of concepts. The results were shown in a table and
summarize on the figure.
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