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ABSTRACT

This study on the Impact of Ethnicity and Conflict in Kenya, North Eastern Province, Mandera

District” revolved around the incidence that caused Conflict showing a clear impact of the two

intermingling variables (Ethnicity and conflict). The study tried to find out the conflict drivers

and the ethnic clashes and finally to establish the strategies on how the existing problems of

ethnicity and conflict can be eradicated or limited by the NGOs.

To employ a clear and comprehensive work, literature on the main variables was curried out. The

study used descriptive and explanatory measures Various methods of data collection were

employed which included questionnaires which enabled the researcher to collect non observable

aspects; observation which involved visits to the headquarters of the local administration in

Mandera district to confirm various interpretations that emerged from the interview; and

interviews to verify the information gathered. Purposively and random samplings were used to

assist in identifying the local leaders and women group who made the sample.

Violent conflicts have had very negative and severe impacts on the communities that are

involved in these conflicts. The study highlighted several consequences of violent conflicts,

which are negatively impacting on the communities under focus. Loss of human life, property,

displacements of large segments of the communities, disruption of socio-economic activities and

livelihoods, increased hatred between communities.

The government of Kenya with the help of international community tried to reduce the severe

problems in the country which the local in Mandera district have experienced so many years.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Background

The instability which periodically plagues the Kenya-Somalia border area (Mandera) is

part of a broader, complex pattern of state failure and communal violence afflicting much

of the Horn of Africa. Violence and lawlessness are particularly acute in remote border

areas where states in the region have never projected much authority. When they have,

state authorities have sometimes been the catalysts of insecurity rather than promoters of

peace.

The working definition of ethnicity is that it involves the common consciousness of

shared origins and traditions. The Greek ethnos is variously translated ‘tribe’ or ‘nation’

and its meaning can be taken as being some way between the two. Ethnicity is the quality

of belonging to an ethnic group. Ethnic groups are not races, since ethnicity can be more

precisely defined than race or even logically independent: Serbs and Croats are also

Slays, and a Jew might be black or white. Nor does membership of an ethnic group relate

a person necessarily to a particular territory in the way that nationality does.

Nevertheless, ‘ethnic conflict’ can be the same thing as conflict between nations or races

as it can also be conflict between religious groups. Ethnic conflicts are primarily

identified by religious affiliation, language race or nationality.(Abdi umar, 1997).

Conflict is a state of discord caused by the actual or perceived opposition of needs, values

and interests between people. The result is stress or tension and negative feelings between

disputants. A conflict can range from a disagreement, or clash, to a fight, which may

consist of harsh words, or may involve the use of force, armed conflict, or (in societies),

war. In political terms, ‘conflict” refers to an ongoing state of hostility between two or

more groups of people. The working definition to be used for the study is when two or

more parties, with perceived incompatible goals, seek to undermine each other’s goal

seeking capability like (OLF).



Case of Mandera District

Mandera is a town in North Eastern Province (N.E.P), Kenya. It is the headquarter of the

District where the government administrative official are based. The town is located at

around (3°55”34’N, 41°50”46’E), near the borders with Ethiopia and Somalia.

It has a population of 98,433 (1999 census). It is located in an area prone to drought.

From late 2005 there has been a severe famine. Local people are mostly of Somali tribes,

some of them refugees from war-torn Somalia.

Majority of the local people are from Murule and Garre tribes. Smaller proportion

represents the Degodia Marehan tribes. The region is prone to clash between the Murule

and gare clans who dominate the area. With the addition of Mandera Central and

Mandera west constituency, the issue of political representation was solved but another

problem was born. There emerged growing hatred and suspicion between the two clans.

Differences began to widen to an extent that the clan leadership and chiefs from both

clans started to openly mobilize their clan members for the domination of the other. And

to worsen the already fragile situation,

The Kenya Africa National Union administration (especially between 1982-2002) created

many administrative units (sub-locations, locations and divisions) in hitherto community-

grazing areas in the district, mainly for political mileage. The disputed Alungo location

(both clans claiming ownership of the two locations, one in Mandera East and the other in

Mandera Central constituencies) is a good example of conflict arising from creation and

or competition over administrative units this caused insecurity problem and in turn

affecting education of the girl child.

1.1 Statement of the problem

Chronic instability along the Kenya-Somalia border zone is part of a larger pattern of

state failure, lawlessness, and communal violence afflicting the Kenyan border areas

from Uganda to Somalia, frequently described as “not peace not war.” Local

communities suffer levels of displacement and casualties akin to civil war, but in a

context of sporadic, low-intensity communal clashes punctuated by extended periods of
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uneasy peace. Spoilers embrace armed conflict not in pursuit of victory but to create

conditions of “durable disorder” from which they profiteer. Competing clans increasingly

view control over locations not merely in administrative terms but as a means for

establishing exclusionary zones within which they can evict or block other clans from

access to pasture and business activities. The result is misuse of locations to engage in

localized ethnic cleansing, which in turn greatly increases the political stakes for control

over locations. As a result conventional conflict prevention and management approaches

have generally been frustrated in the face of these unconventional conflict dynamics.

There is thus a need to investigate the role of dictatorship and ethnicity on conflict.

1.2 Objectives of the Study

1.2.1 General Objectives

The general objective of the study is to investigate the relationship between ethnicity and

conflict In North Eastern Province of Kenya with a case study of Mandera District.

1,2.2 Specific Objectives

(a)To study the relationship between ethnicity and conflict in the district of Mandera.

(b)To investigate the role of ethnic roots on conflict.

(c)To investigate the root causes of conflict in the region.

1.3 Research questions.

(a)What is the impact of ethnicity and conflict in the district of Mandera?

(b)What is the role of ethnic roots on conflict in the district?

(c)What are the root causes of conflict in the region

1.4 Research Hypothesis

(a) The problem affecting the social-economic development in Mandera district

( b)The problem have made many people lead a different lifestyle which is not

sustainable in Mandera
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1.5 Scope of the Study

The study will be conducted in Mandera District of North Eastern Province, Kenya. The

local community, local leaders including religious and cultural, journalists and the

business community will participate in the study. The study will be centered on the

impact and ethnicity on conflict in the North Eastern Province.

1.6 Significance of the study

The findings of the study will be important in the following ways;

(a)It will be used by the ministry of disaster planning in formulating their policies so as to

formulate measures, which may be used to reduce the advent and likelihood of conflict.

(b)The local community will benefit from the findings through NGOs who will distribute

the information.

( c)The community with better understanding of cultural differences will better relate

with one another and lessen hostility and conflict.

(d)Parents may use the study to establish the benefits of social cohesion and lessen

discrimination on basis of ethnic background of who their children associate with.

(e)The study may be used to add to already existing information on the subject ethnicity

and conflict.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction

This section will be concerned with presenting existing information on the study or work

of other scholars, who have studied similar studies.

2.1 Conflict

The term ethnicity as used by historians to mean ‘the character or quality of an ethnic

group” is of recent origin, first appearing in the 1972 Supplement to the Oxford English

Dictionaiy. A more extended definition was given in the 1973 American Heritage

Dictionaiy: “1. The condition of belonging to a particular ethnic group; 2. Ethnic pride.”

It has become a term susceptible to varying meanings. Nowhere is this more apparent

than the extent to which ethnicity has become the foundation for the reinterpretation of

the American immigrant experience.

Traditionally, American immigration was discussed in terms of “Anglo-conformity,” and

“the melting pot,” both processes that assumed the rapid assimilation of the immigrant

into the prevalent American culture shaped by English colonial settlement. Implicit in

this view was the subordination of the cultural norms, mores, and assumptions brought by

other immigrant groups. Marcus Lee Hansen, an early historian of immigration, asked,

did the original American settlers make “a bad blunder, when consciously or

unconsciously they decreed that one literature, one attitude toward the arts, one set of

standards should be the basis of culture?” This question set the agenda for the

reexamination of immigration within the context of ethnicity.

Conflict is a state of discord caused by the actual or perceived opposition of needs, values

and interests between people. The result is stress or tension and negative feelings between

disputants. A conflict can range from a disagreement, or clash, to a fight, which may

consist of harsh words, or may involve the use of force, armed conflict, or (in societies),

war.
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In political terms, “conflict” refers to an ongoing state of hostility between two or more

groups ofpeople.

Conflict as taught for graduate and professional work in conflict resolution commonly

has the definition: “when two or more parties, with perceived incompatible goals, seek to

undennine each oth&s goal-seeking capability”. One should not confuse the distinction

between the presence and absence of conflict with the difference between competition

and co-operation. In competitive situations, the two or more individuals or parties each

have mutually inconsistent goals; either party tries to reach their goal it will undennine

the attempts of the other to reach theirs. Therefore, competitive situations will, by their

nature, cause conflict. However, conflict can also occur in cooperative situations, in

which two or more individuals or parties have consistent goals, because the manner in

which one party tries to reach their goal can still undermine the other individual or party.

A clash of interests, values, actions or directions often sparks a conflict Conflicts refer to

the existence of that clash. Psychologically, a conflict exists when the reduction of one

motivating stimulus involves an increase in another, so that a new adjustment is

demanded. The word is applicable from the instant that the clash occurs. Even when we

say that there is a potential conflict we are implying that there is already a conflict of

direction even though a clash may not yet have occurred so to speak (DOD) An armed

stmggle or clash between organized groups within a nation or between nations in order to

achieve limited political or military objectives.

Although regular forces are often involved, irregular forces frequently predominate.

Conflict often is protracted, confined to a restricted geographic area, and constrained in

weaponry and level of violence. Within this state, military power in response to threats

may be exercised in an indirect manner while supportive of other instruments of national

power. Limited objectives may be achieved by the short focused, and direct application

of force.
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2.2 The role of ethnic roots on conflict

According to Lee C. (1994), what follows is a simplified explanation of clan and ethnic

settlement in the Tana-Jubba region. The Somali Darood clan-family dominates most of

the southern tier of the Jubba-Tana area. The 1-Jarti/Darood historically resided in the

Kismayo area and its hinterland, but since 1991 the town has been under the control of

outside clan militias (Marehan/Darood and Haber Gedir Ayr/Hawiye).

The rest of the southern interior, from Garissa on the Tana River to Marerey on the Jubba

river, is inhabited mainly by a number of Absame/Darood clans, including Mohamed

Zubeir, Makabal, Aulihan, Talamoge, and Jidwak. Along the lower Tana and Jubba river

valleys, the main ethnic groups are non-Somali. Bantu farmers reside along the Jubba

river, and in the Tana river valley the Pokorno (Bantu farmers), Orma and Wardey

(Cushitic/mainly pastoral) are the principal inhabitants. A small group of hunter-

gatherers, the Boni, live in the northeastern coastal corner of Kenya. Along the Somali

and Kenyan coast, the Bajuni live as fishermen.

The result is that many members of Somali clans in the border areas are shegad — some

are originally Orma, Wardei, while others are adopted members from another Somali

clan. Occasionally, when political advantage dictates, adopted clans can “rediscover”

their original identity and revoke their old clan identity. Ethnic identity in the region is

not nearly as fixed and immutable as observers often assume, but is rather used as a tool

by communities to pursue what they need — protection and access to resources. As Laitin

and Sarnatar noted two decades ago, “the essence of great politics in the Somali context is

the clever reconstruction of one’s clan identity.” (David L., 1995)

In addition to clan-based identities, these border communities also possess salient

identities based on citizenship, geography, and caste. One important identity marker is

citizenship in Kenya, Somalia, or Ethiopia. This distinction is important even within the

same Somali sub-clans, and has two dimensions. One has to do with political culture, the

7



other with political rights. Both are a source of local tensions, but rarely armed conflict.

Culturally, the “reer Somali” (Somali citizens) have been viewed as much more

politically active, aggressive, and clannish than their ~‘reer Kenya” kinsmen. By contrast,

the Kenyan Somalis had lived under emergency rule in Kenya for nearly thirty years

(until 1990) and could fairly be described as politically quiescent at the time. Sub-clan

identity for the Kenyan Somalis was in the past of little importance; many were not even

aware of their sub-clan lineage.

Kenyan Somalis attribute their new-found assertiveness in Kenyan politics to the

catalyzing impact of the reer Somalis, but nonetheless resent what they perceive to be

pushiness and lack of respect for rule of law on the part of the reer Somali.

The split over political rights has to do with the fact that Somali Kenyans are entitled to

access to public school and other rights of citizenship inside Kenya while the reer Somali

are not. Reer Somali in border areas have predictably sought to acquire Kenyan papers so

as to access these benefits and facilitate their travel inside Kenya and abroad. Identity

politics are central to Kenya-Somalia border area conflicts, and are also extremely

complex and nuanced. What follows is only a brief survey of the topic.

The Kenya-Somali border area is dominated by the Somali ethnic group. But a number of

other ethnic groups live in the border areas, especially in the northern Kenya border zone.

Many of these groups — such as the Garre, Gabra, and Rendille -- possess highly

ambiguous and fluid ethnic identities, making it difficult to categorize them as “Somali,”

“Oromo” or other. The Garre, for instance, are considered a Somali clan but speak a

dialect of Ororniyya. The flexible, fluid nature of ethnic identity among the Garre, Gabra,

and Rendille has historically been a useful tool for negotiating relations between the

dominant groups.

Further north in the border areas, ethnic settlement becomes more complex. In Gedo

region, the Marehan are the single largest group, probably constituting half or more of the

total population (Gedo Region Population, 1999). Other Somali clans in Gedo region

include the Rahanweyn, Bantu, and Ajurann (along the river and east of the Jubba); a

small group of Dir nears the Ethiopian border; and the Garre in El Wak district.

8



On Kenyan side of border, in Wajir district, Somali and proto-Somali clans include

Ajuraan, Degodia, and Garre. In Mandera district, Murille and Garre are the main proto

Somali clans. To the east, in Marsabit Province, the Borona, Rendille, Gabra, (all related

to the Oromo) and Oromo predominate. The Somalis themselves are much more hybrid

in the Tana-Jubba interriverine area than in central and northern Somalia. In the process

of south-western expansion across the Jubba River and into present day Kenya, Somali

clans freely employed the practice of clan “adoption” (shegad~ either as newcomers

seeking protection from a stronger clan or as a means of absorbing weaker groups.

As Cassanelli notes, “during the periodic migrations of Somali nomads from the drier

central plains into the interriverine area, the incidence of contractual clientship

multiplied.” (Lee C. (1994).

2.3 The causes of conflict in the region

Repeal ~f Emergency Law/Withdrawal of Kenyaiz state. Repeal of emergency rule in

1992 ushered in a new period of government retrenchment from the border area.

While liberation from the harsh emergency laws was welcomed by local populations. the

timing of the retrenchment was disastrous, coinciding as it did with the collapse of the

Somali state and the spillover of arms, violence, and criminality across the border. In

truth, even had the Kenyan government auempted to maintain the control it exercised via

emergency rule it would have been overwhelmed by the tidal wave of refugees, militia,

and guns from Somalia in 1991 and 1992. By late 1991, the Kenyan government had

essentially lost control of hundreds of kilometers of territory in Northeast Province. Even

in major towns like Mandera, Kenyan police and military could not enter certain parts of

the town after dark.

Lawlessness, The first half of the 1 990s was a period when, at times and in some

locations, northern Kenya was widely viewed by both locals and international aid

workers as less safe than southern Somalia. Heavily armed clan-based militias and gangs,

sometimes organized by business and political elites, engaged in looting of livestock and

vehicles, terrorizing both Somali and non-Somali communities beyond the Tana River.
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At one point the range of Somali bandits engaged in cattle~rustling reached as far south as

northern Tanzania. In an infamous incident in December 1996, a band of 600 Somali

militia launched a raid against the Samburu, killing fifty people, stealing 10,000 head of

cattle, and shooting down an aircraft carrying the Samburu MP. Land travel from Nairobi

to Dadaab or Mandera could only be conducted with armed military escorts in convoys.

Kenyan police and army outposts were themselves not immune from attack.

Ethnic clashes. The northern tier of the Kenyan border area — Waj ir and Mandera

Districts, as well as adjacent districts such as Moyale, Marsabit, and Isiolo — became the

scene of serious and uncontrolled clashes between rival ethnic groups in the 1 990s.

This was part of a broader pattern of ethnic clashes throughout much of rural Kenya over

the course of the 1 990s, instigated by political elites and fueled by competition for land,

political representation, and control of local administration.

Rangeland clashes. Conflicts over pasture and wells in Northern Kenya have been

endemic since independence, when the government lifted old colonial clan boundaries for

rangeland, introducing an era of unclear tenure on land that is formally government trust

land and hence open to universal use, but in practice informally understood to “belong”

to one clan or another. “The lack of clarity over modern land tenure systems and the

breakdown of old ways has led to large clans trying to expand their land by attacking and

telTorizing their weaker neighbors” notes one analyst (Abdi U., 1997). This confusion has

contributed to misuse of locations as zones of ethnic exclusion, either by weaker

“indigene” clans seeking to protect their land rights from stronger newcomers, or by

dominant clans seeking to institutionalize their claim to land and seal their victory. In

either case, it can and does produce localized ethnic cleansing. The fact that some

Kenyan Somali clans have greatly increased their firepower and numbers thanks to

refugee flows from Somalia since 1991 has exacerbated conflict over rangeland.

Heightened clannism and political activism. One political spillover from Somalia into

northeastern Kenya was a greatly enhanced and politicized sense of clannism among

Kenyan Somalis. The arrival of the “Reer Somali” in large numbers contributed to the
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new assertiveness and political mobilization of Somali Kenyans in the years following

the lifting of emergency rule. Additionally, the explosion of new locations in the 1990s,

each earmarked for a specific sub-clan, further mobilized levels of clannism that in the

past were dormant (Abdi U., 1997).

Tensions between Reer Somali and the Reer Kenya. The arrival of hundreds of

thousands of Somali refugees into northeastern Kenya and Nairobi in the early 1 990s

created significant tensions between the Reer Somali and Kenyan Somali, even though

many shared the same clan and sub-identity. For Kenyan Somalis, the Reer Somali

brought unwanted levels of violence, a predisposition to engage in illegal activities, and

aggressive demands on aid agencies and local resources.

In the process, the Somali refugees were blamed for stigmatizing all ethnic Somalis,

making life much harder for Kenyan Somalis, who were increasingly seen by the rest of

Kenyans — including the police — as indistinguishable from the Somali refugees (Abdi U.,

1997).

Urban dr~[L The period since 1990 has witnessed a significant trend toward urbanization

in northeast Kenya, an area which until recently was almost exclusively rural. Garissa,

Wajir, and Mandera have all grown rapidly due to a rising commercial and service sector,

a growth in the remittance economy, and an increase in destitution among pastoralists

(Abdi U., 1997).
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

2.0 Introduction

This part of the study concerns with the way the study was conducted. It explains in

details methods of data collection and analysis. It shows the instruments used to collect

data, research area and design. It also shows the sample and how the sample was selected.

3.1 Research Design

A case study design was used since this study looks at an individual area. The study

employed quantitative techniques to arrive in understanding the study of the impacts of

dictatorship, ethnicity and conflict in Kenya. This was done by acquiring frequencies of

respondents’ feedback and calculating percentages. The result was then used to draw up

histograms and pie charts. This is because the bulk of the data that was collected was

quantitative in nature and thereby will require statistical interpretation. Qualitative

analysis was later used to interpret the quantitative data in terms of the highest and lowest

results.

3.2 Study Area and Population

The study was concentrated in and around Mandera District and surrounding areas in

North Eastern Province, Kenya. This area has been chosen for the study because the

region has been greatly impacted by the political instabilities and ethnic cleansing, in that

has hampered the regions potentiality to develop and withstand on its own. The study was

sampled the administrators, local leaders, NGO facilitators, teachers and religious leaders

in Mandera district.

3.3 Sampling Framework

3.3.1 Sample Size

The study targeted 50 respondents in total; 20 persons from the local community, 5

administrators, 5 teachers, 5 from religious leaders, 5 from the business community 5
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from local and international organizations based in the area and 5 from prominent

members of the community.

These were sampled from the local community, tribal chiefs and religious leaders,

members from the business community, Non-Governmental Organisations and the

prominent members of the society that the researcher felt necessary to be included.

3.3.2 Sampling Technique

The study employed the following sampling techniques; Random Sampling and

Purposive Sampling.

3.3.3 Sampling Procedure

Simple random sampling was employed uniform of rotary, without replacement till the

numbers of respondents were attained.

Random Sampling

This technique was used for selecting members from the general community, Community

Leaders/District Administrators, Local community comprising of men and women. The

respondents were selected randomly. This was used so as to obtain a representative

sample from the selected audience.

Purposive Sampling

This was used in selecting religious leaders, NGO directors/promoters and local leaders

as well as clan elders and tribal chiefs. This was because the above selected respondents

were few in number and by virtue of their respective office positions, held pertinent

information pertaining to the subject matter.

13



3.4 Methods of Data Collection

3.4.1 Instrument of Data Collection

The researcher employed two or more types of instruments:

a) Questionnaires

The questionnaire consisted of both opened ended and closed ended type of

questionnaires. The questionnaires were given to the literate leaders in the Local

Community. The advantage of using this was that the respondents will fill them by

themselves since they are literate and appropriate time was given for them to fill them.

b) Interview

In this method, oral interview was used to collect information about phenomenon and

interview was administered to the district officials and local community leaders. This

method was supported by question guide or interview guide. The purpose of this tool was

to give more data. That was, the respondents may yield qualitative data resulting from

free expression.

c) Observation

Under this particular method, the researcher observed and took records of what is actually

on the ground. For instance the impact the dictatorship and conflict had on the

community’s ability to provide for them and the destruction the conflict caused to the

able functioning of the community in Mandera. This method gave the researcher ground

for his own understanding of the problem.

3.4.2 Sources of Data

Mainly two sources of data collection were used to collect data as;

a) Primary Source

This involved data collection through interviewing respondents and submission of

questionnaires that was filled by the respondents who were literate.
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b) Secondary Source

Here data was collected from previous reports on the research problem. The major source

of data here were libraries, internet, text books and journals to analyze the problem.

3.5 Data Processing

Data was collected from subjects using two methods that are qualitative and qualitative.

From the questionnaires that were arranged according to the subjects who filled them.

The quantifiable data was then coded and laid out in sections according to what they

addressed. Qualitative data was arranged and organized according to the variable of the

study that was identified. Where necessary the researcher presented the data in tables and

pie charts and that will facilitate better analysis of the issues at stake

3.6 Data Analysis

The researcher put data qualitatively and quantitatively into tables, pie charts and

histograms and made deductions and conclusions in relation to the objectives and

research questions.

3.7 Ethical Procedure

The researcher obtained a letter of introduction from the faculty of social science of the

university and used this letter as proof that he was a student of Kampala International

University. He has shown it to the respondents while seeking permission to conduct the

study. The researcher made a program with the various leaders on the day of conducting

the study; the researcher sampled local leaders and gave them questionnaires. He also

sampled prominent members and conducted the interviews. The researcher then thanked

the respondents and moved to the next item.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 Introduction

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter presents analysis and discussions about the results of the study. It used various

methods of presenting data as stated earlier. In this regard , pie charts, tables and histograms

were used for easy presentation. The chapter deals with these results as per the themes and

research questions which are presented in chapter 1.

4.1 Profile of the respondents

In order to establish the respondents’ profile, the following factors were considered: Gender,

age, educational level, occupation of the respondents and also marital status of the

respondents. The following figure indicates their presentation.

4.1.1. Gender of the respondents

Table 1: Sex of the respondents

Female 25 50

Total 50 100

Source: Field Data

This figure indicates that the male and female respondents were selected to the ratio 1:1.

This means that the researcher considered gender equality in obtaining more significant and

up to date data in a male dominated society. This study shows that there were equal male

and female administrators in Mandera district. It also shows that women in local community

Male 25 50
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leaders, local councilors as well as government and non governmental organizations were

equally considered and equally represented.

4.1.2 Age Group of the Respondents

By enquiring age group of the respondents, the researcher sought to find out which age

brackets were contributing to the research. Their age group were summarized in the

following table:

Table 2: Age Group of the Respondents

25-34 5 10

35-44 15 30

44 and above 28 56

Total 50 100

Source: Field Data

From the above table, 4% of the respondents fall below the age of 24 years. This is

followed by 10 % (25-34) and also the 30% of the respondents fall under the age 35-44.

Lastly 56% of the respondents 44 years and above. The analysis shows that the majority of

those holding offices were either at the age of 44 or above showing the level of age

inequality in community administration, this is because not only of their experience and

knowledge in holding public offices, but also the cunture of the community that usually

permits older generation to take up roles in the community.

Below 24 2 4
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4.1.3 Level of Education of the Respondents

By asking the level of education of the respondents, the researcher sought to find out the

educational leve. The various kinds of responses were summarized in the following table:

Table 3: Level of education of the respondents

Primary 5 10

Secondary 30 60

Diploma 5 10

Degree 3 6

Masters 2 4

Total 1 50 100

Source: Field Data’

From this figure it can be deduced that most respondents were literate and have atleast

Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE), majority of the respondents which

represents 60% of the respondents were holding Kenya Certificated of Secondory

Education, followed those with KCPE which make up 10% of the respondents, Illiteate

represents 10%, diploma 10%, degrere 6% and lastly holders of masters degree make up 4%

of the total respondents.

From the above summary, most of the respondents are not degree holders. This is because

most of the respondent who completed secondary education did not get the opportunity to

go to universities since no single university is located in the region of North Eastern Kenya,

especially Mandera. Moreso, the region is prone to famine and other natural calamities

Illiterate 5 10
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which compels those individuals not to go to universities due to lack of funds. Statistics

shows that the region is lagging behind in terms of education clue to lack of tertiary

institutions in Manclera and the region as a whole.

4.1.4 Marital Status

When the respondents were asked about their marital status, they have given different

answers. The findings were summarized in following figure 1:

Figure 1: Marital Status

25

20

is

i0

5

0

ii

Scriesi

mairied single widowed dR’orccd scpcrated

Source: field Data

From this figure it can be understood that 50% which represents the majority of the

respondents were married either before the conflict aroused or during or afterwards, while

20% of the represents were single, another 20% of the respondents were divorced and 10%

divorced. There has not been a single separated respondent came across by the researcher.

The reason why there is so many married respondents is that, the somali people generally

view marriage as a pride and children as a source of honor and wealth making it hard to find

a mature somali person who is not married as they will be generally viewed with suspicion.
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Widowed also make quite large number of the respondents. This is as a result of the conflict

that broke down the family structure as there has been a loss of many family heads lost in

the conflict, there has also been diseases and malnutrition that has really affected the people

of Mandera. On the other hand, separation is not considered option in the Somali family

structure and culture at large as it contradicts with their cultural and religious beliefs, so the

researcher didn’t find separated respondents while conducting research in Mandera.

4.2 Key Sources of Conflict in the Border Area

A comparison of the Mandera area conflicts and conflict dynamics in adj acent areas helps

to identify several key conflict drivers at work in order to draw the salient impact of the

conflict. Importantly, almost all of the factors identified in both this section on conflict

drivers and in the following section on sources of conflict management can, depending on

circumstances, play either a constructive or destructive role in conflict. Commercial

interests can produce pro-peace, cross clan business networks, but can also generate

conflicts over trade and economic incentives to foment lawlessness and ethnic cleansing.

Clan elders and the customary law they apply can be a force for peace or they can

contribute to war-mongering. Ethnic identity itself can be a dangerous, exclusivist force

of “political tribalism” or a flexible (even fictional) social instrument of peace and “moral

ethnicity.”

Listing conflict dryers in this manner also begs the question of which is in fact the real

source of conflict — the “driver of drivers” -- and which is either a mere symptom, a

secondary cause, or is simply invoked as part of a political discourse to disguise true

motives. Of all the conflict drivers in the border areas, for instance, no three are as entangled

as pastoral rangeland disputes, environmental stress, and politics. Each inflames and

exacerbates the other and none can be properly explained in isolation from the others

Pressures of migration, increased herds, and environmental degradation heighten communal

disputes over land; the land disputes provide political figures with an easy tool to mobilize

ethnicity; the political proliferation and misuse of locations and boreholes to create zones of

exclusive clan grazing rights both creates and accelerates communal tensions and worsens
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environmental stress; and thus a vicious cycle is born. Understanding how these conflict

drivers reinforce one another is as important as understanding how they contribute to the

conflicts themselves hence providing a clear impact conflict and ethnic clashes.

4.2.lEnvironmentai Stress and Poverty: Virtually every analysis of Kenya’s troubled

pastoral areas emphasizes that environmental stress and severe poverty and

underdevelopment combine to render these semi-arid zones chronically vulnerable to armed

conflict, communal clashes, and violent crime. The Kenya-Somalia border area partially

supports this claim. Most of the conflicts in the Kenya-Somali-Ethiopia border area

(Mandera) are driven principally by other, mainly political factors, but environmental stress

and underdevelopment are critical underlying sources of instability. Particularly in the

northern half of the Mandera, growing evidence suggest that the poorer tier of pastoralist

households are increasingly facing immiseration.

Destitute pastoralists form an important portion of the new urban populations, where

Prospects for employment are bleak. Uneducated and unemployed young men are easy

marks for recruitment into militias or criminal gangs (Shifta). Heightened communal anxiety

over access to scarce resources — pasture, wells, jobs -- are easily exploited by politicians

and others to promote divisions and foment violence. Very poor access to social services,

especially education, and the almost complete absence of a government presence beyond a

few police and military garrisons breeds a profound sense of alienation in much of the

Kenyan border area. On both sides of the border, the rising gap between haves (merchants,

NGO staff, politicians, the professional class, households receiving remittances) and have

nots (especially destitute pastoralists) is growing and breeds frustration and resentment as

well. Recent research links worrisome environmental deterioration in the region to the

proliferation of boreholes and settlements which are dispensed for reasons of political

patronage and which are disrupting seasonal migration and degrading what was once prime

ungrazed (usub) rainy season pasture.
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4.2.2 Kenyan State and Local Government Policies: On a number of levels, political forces

have been the single most important driver of conflict and instability on the Kenyan side of

the border area. This fact points to a paradox in northern Kenya. While retreat of state

authority from the border areas is a factor in the high levels of insecurity there, the presence

of state agents has often been a major driver of conflict as well. It is thus not enough to

contend that more robust state authority is needed in the border zones to improve security.

More important is that the state presence be constructive.

4.2.3 Proliftration and Abuse of Locations/Ethnic Cleansing: The case of Murille-Garre

conflicts in Mandera district is the clearest examples of how the proliferation of locations

fuels conflicts. Though officially portrayed as “bringing services closer to the people,~ the

multiplication of locations has in reality been an easy and effective form of political

patronage to win and maintain support from sub-clans seeking their “own” local

government, settlement, and services. The abuse of locations by local leaders, who view

locations not as administrative units but as zones of exclusive clan prerogatives, has fueled

localized ethnic cleansing and greatly increased the political stakes over control of locations.

This same dynamic has occurred at higher administrative units as well, as the expulsion of

Murille cattle herders from rangeland in Isiolo district in 1995 demonstrates. All of this is a

variation of the national policy debate surrounding the controversial majimboism

(“regionalism”) policy promoted by officials in the Moi administration in the early 1990s.

The version of majimboism which was promoted at that time emphasized the exclusive

rights of “indigenes,” especially regarding land and property rights at the local level. This

abuse of sub-national governance units, in which local administrations are transformed into

“clanustans,” is a distressing example of how political decentralization can, under the wrong

conditions, merely localize ethnic dominance and repression rather than ameliorate it. The

ethnic exclusivity strategies executed via the locations can be a way to seal a victory by

institutionalizing a clan’s claims to territory, but it has at tunes been embraced as a

defensive strategy by clans fearing that in the current, unclear tenure and rangeland usage

system, militarily stronger clans will push weaker clans off the land.
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4.2.4 Parlianientaiy Constituencies ((lid Rise of Ethno-Representation: Several of the

conflicts examined here were triggered or exacerbated by creation of new parliamentary

sub-districts. Two types of conflict have emerged. One has been inter-clan conflicts over

control over the new seat. Importantly, it is also the case that creation of new parliamentary

seats has occasionally reduced clan tensions by giving two clans in conflict each their seat.

Second, Parliamentary sub-districts have also been misused to deprive minority clan

members the right to access pasture or own businesses in those zones, a form of ethnic

cleansing akin to what has occurred in many locations.

Rangeland policy: There is near universal consensus that the disjoint between formal state

policy on rangeland access and local customs and practices is a major source of conflict.

Politicians as Fomenters of Conflict. A major problem throughout much of Kenya since the

advent of multi-party democracy has been “political violence” — the fomenting of ethnic

clashes and use of private militias by political leaders to attack rivals, both those in power

and their challengers. North-East Province is no exception. Politically-motivated violence

was a major problem in Garissa district in the 1990s; intra-Garre political rivalries over

representation in parliament contributed to tensions in Mandera district in the past year, and

some Wajir MPs have been accused of contributing to militia build-up in the El Wak

conflict. These charges are often difficult to prove but are widespread.

4.2.5 Government C~omplicity in C’ommunal Violence: This has not been a factor in the

post-Moi era, but at times in the 1 990s commercialized cattle rustling in North-East

Province and northern Kenya was linked in the Kenyan media to high-ranking government

officials. The previous Kenyan government was also accused of providing arms to local

allies who were given license, sometimes with direct support from the police, to attack

rivals. The fact that the Kenyan government in more recent times has been strongly

committed to bringing peace to its hinterland is a welcome change and serves as a reminder

that, if a central government is either not committed to ending armed conflict within its

borders or is actively complicit in fomenting it, local efforts at peace-building face an

almost insunnountable task.
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4.2.6 State Collapse and State-Building in Somalia: The state is also a factor in conflict on

the Somali side of the border, for three very different reasons. First, as is clear from the case

material above, the complete and prolonged collapse of the Somali state has had disastrous

impact on the Trans-juba regions, producing a context of lawlessness and anarchy that is

only partially mitigated by attempts to strengthen local governance. Second, efforts to revive

a central government in Somalia have been conflict-producing. Because representation in

Somali national fora is now explicitly clan-based, state-building negotiations encourage

clans to maximize territory they can claim to control. Loss of a presence in or control of a

district can carry serious consequences for political elites vying for top seats in the

transitional government. This has been a factor in the recent El Wak conflict. Third, when

state-building efforts fail in Somalia, the international community has periodically sought to

work with sub-national, regional or trans-regional polities. In the late 1 990s, this was tenned

the “building block approach” to state revival, and indications are strong that a comparable

policy is likely to emerge if and when the TFG fails. That increases local political

competition for control over regional or multi-regional polities, and has erupted a conflict

issue in both Mandera and north eastern region of Kenya.

4.2.7 Hardening of Ethnic Identity Among the many analyses documenting government

complicity in Kenya’s communal violence, see Steven Brown, “Quiet Diplomacy and

Ethnic Clashes in Kenya,” in Donald Rothchild, Chandra Sriramand Karin Wermester, eds.

From Promise to Practice: Strengthening UN Capacities for the Prevention of Violent

Conflict. Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2002. The Kenya-Somali border area is an area where a

number of major ethnic groups overlap. The region offers up ample evidence of how in the

past local groups embraced and utilized flexible ethnic identities to negotiate access to

resources and protection.

That strategy, which has been so effective for centuries, is today facing a very hostile

political environment. Contemporary political systems of representation, voting,

administration, rights, and land access in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Somalia are increasingly

based explicitly or implicitly on ethnicity. The result is not only an epidemic of localized
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and partial but insidious ethnic cleansing, but also a hardening of previously fluid ethnic

identities in the region, and a level of ethnic mobilization not seen previously in the area. In

the hands of the wrong politician, hardened, mobilized ethnic identity in a context of

worsening scarcity and stress is a formula for communal violence on a scale that is

unthinkable but which has already occurred in the Greater Horn of Africa. For local groups

which in the past have thrived using ambiguous and flexible ethnic identities — the Garre,

Rendille, Boroma, and others — the current environment of ethno-politics in the region is an

existential crisis with enormous consequences. Current political forces in the border area are

transforming ethnic identity into a much more toxic, inflexible, and Dangerous factor than

has ever been the case in the past.

4.2.8 Regional Economy/Cross Border Trade

The transit trade across the Kenya-Somalia border has a complex relationship to peace and

conflict. In some instances — El Wak, Bulo Hawa, Dobley, and Kismayo -- it has at times

been a source of tension and armed clashes. This is mainly due to the fact that the new

cross-border commerce has introduced a new and lucrative new source of livelihoods and

wealth in a zone of extreme economic scarcity. The specific aspects of commerce which

have tended to serve as an item over which groups fight include control over border

crossings, where tax revenue can be collected; business partnerships with wealthy traders in

Mogadishu, who intentionally play local groups off one another for their own gain; and

competition for contracts, especially with international aid agencies.

A handful of wealthy businessmen profit from and may be complicit in prolonging

humanitarian crises, due to their long-running service to aid agencies transporting food aid.

In several instances — especially in Kenya — businesspeople have opted to exploit the

exclusionist impulse in locations to drive rival businesses out of the area. In the case of

Kismayo, control of the seaport has been a major source of revenue for both the militias

controlling it and the businessmen importing sugar and weapons and exporting charcoal.
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4.2.9 Outsiders

An enduring concern of the border communities is that the chronic conflicts they suffer from

are the result of external agendas, by powerful outsiders or galti who are not stakeholders in

local peace. Outsiders are also held responsible for rendering local feuds more deadly, for

committing crimes leading to cycles of clan violence, for ignoring local The single best

study on fluid ethnicity in the region is Gunther Schlee, Identities on the Move: Clanship

and Pastoralism in Northern Kenya (Nairobi: Gideon S. Were Press, 1994). Customary law

or xeer, for engaging in polemics and fund-raising for war in pursuit of their parochial

political interests, and for exploiting local divisions. There is strong evidence for all these

claims in almost every case of armed conflict in the border area. From Kismayo to Dobley

to El Wak to Bulo Hawa, “non-local” interests — displaced Somalis from Mogadishu,

Mogadishu-based merchants and factions, and Nairobi-based interests — have had an often

decisive role in provoking armed violence.

The current conflict over El Wak, which has drawn in Garre militia from Ethiopia and

Marehan militia from Kismayo which was in part triggered by manipulation of local

tensions by Mogadishu-based businessmen, and which has prompted inflammatory rhetoric

and fund-raising for war chests among the Diaspora, is the most compelling example of this

problem. Likewise, the long-ruirning conflict in Bulo Hawa is mainly built around a gun

galti split. In some conflicts along Ethiopia’s border with Kenya and Somalia, Ethiopia itself

plays the role of external force which can in some instances contribute to or become a direct

actor in conflicts. At the same time, it is tempting for local observers to attribute all their

woes to external forces, thereby absolving themselves of responsibility for the conflict. It is

also the case that in some instances, outsiders’ interest has been in peace and open access,

not ethnic clashes and instability. As long as the border areas possess economic value as a

trade corridor and political value as a source of seats for national level representation,

outside interests will continue to intrude on local affairs.
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4.2.10 Contested Urban Space

One aspect of the border area conflicts which diverges somewhat from national trends in

Kenya, but which closely mirrors broader patterns in Somalia, is the central role played by

contested urban space. Unlike many of the serious ethnic clashes in Kenya’s rural areas

since 1990, land itself is not as central to Kenya-Somalia border conflicts. Instead, most of

these conflicts are struggles over control of a coveted urban space or settlement.

The intra-Marehan fight in Bulo Hawa is entirely over the town of Bulo Hawa, not

surrounding rangeland. Likewise, the clashes at El Wak have had nothing to do with dispute

pasture and everything to do with control over the town itself. Further south, Mohamed

Zubeir-Aulihan clashes were over the town of Dobley and control of trade, not pasture; the

long-running conflict over Kismayo is also entirely over the city, not the hinterland. What

this suggests is that, at least in the border area, urban interests and populations are the main

protagonists in armed clashes. The pastoralists serve as a principal source of militiamen, but

in the service of someone else’s interests. While this finding is not universally applicable in

the border areas, instances where it is true contradict some of the conventional wisdom

about Kenya’s conflict-ridden border area.

Conventional wisdom observes that the conflict-prone border areas are all zones of nomadic

pastoralism, and then, conflating correlation with causality, leaps to the conclusion that

pastoralism must therefore be the cause of the endemic conflict. Pastoralism as a mode of

production is unquestionably a contact sport, and land pressures in the pastoral sector are

severe, but the troubles of the Kenya-Somalia border area are more closely linked to the

interests of urban elites. To the extent that these conflicts over urban centers involve

displaced urbanites from Mogadishu, a permanent peace in Mogadishu would immediately

reduce pressures on towns on the Somali side of the border.
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4.2.11 Regional Spillover

The border area is highly susceptible to spillover of conflict from adjacent regions. This is

most in evidence in the northern tier, where mujimbo-style ethnic cleansing as far away as

Isiolo triggered a shockwave of displacement and conflict over resources and political rights

in Mandera district years later. On the Somali side of the border, spillover from the conflict

in Kisrnayo sends ripple effects to the Kenyan border.

4.2.12 Crime

Virtually all cases of armed conflict in the border area involve acts of crime as a

precipitating cause. In some cases, a murder — usually of a prominent figure — triggers

reprisal killings which spiral into a cycle of inter-clan violence. In other cases, murders or

other crimes contribute to deteriorating clan relations and rising distrust, serving as an

emotionally powerful part of the build-up to armed clashes. In normal circumstances,

customary law (xeer) is adequate to resolve a crime between clans. But when circumstances

are not normal — when the murdered person was a very prominent figure in the clan, when

inter-clan relations were already strained by other issues, when the murder appears

politically motivated rather than the result of a personal feud, when clan elders take too long

to negotiate the diya payment, or when the perpetrator’s diya-paying group drags its feet or

refuses to pay diya -- reprisal killings are almost inevitable.

Once two clans begin to travel that route as opposed to blood payment, the cycle of killings

often spirals into war. The armed conflicts in the border are which were triggered by acts of

crime cannot therefore be blamed on the killings themselves, which serve as the match lit

and set upon very dry kindling. But measures which accelerate and facilitate the often

demanding work of clan elders to negotiate diya can reduce the likelihood of reprisal acts. In

cases were xeer is inadequate to deal with an inflammatory crime — rape is the most apt case

in point — clan elders in the border areas are adamant that only fonnal government judicial

processes are in a position to handle the crimes.
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This recognition of the limits of customary law as a conflict prevention mechanism is an

important step in establishing a division of labor between the weak state and non-state local

actors with limited capacities. One of the most important observations to glean from the

case material of the border areas is that the distinction between organized, violent crime and

low-intensity communal warfare is increasingly hard to make, especially in the eyes of local

populations whose security is imperiled equally by both.

4.2.13 Small Arms Proliferation

The widespread ownership and easy availability of small arms in the border area is widely

cited as an intensifier of armed conflict. The flood of small arms in the Horn of Africa is

well-documented, as is the devastating impact of semi-automatic weaponry on communal

conflicts in the region. This report can only repeat the observation that the arms do not cause

the conflicts, but, multiply their negative impact. Criminal violence produces much higher

casualty levels, criminal and militia gangs now often outgun police and military units, and

the number of people a militia can massacre in a raid is vastly higher thanks to semi

automatic guns.

The result is that casualty rates in contemporary violence in the border area are much higher

than was the case fifty years ago, overwhelming customary law designed to handle conflicts

fiom an earlier, less lethal era. Given the chronic insecurity and porous borders in the

region, small arms

proliferation will remain a dangerous reality for border area communities for the foreseeable

future. Some modest efforts in Wajir have succeeded in disarming youth, but prospects for

large-scale disarmament in the region are remote for now. In southern Somalia, the only

factor which has reduced the lethal risk posed by near-universal ownership of semi

automatics is the substantial rise in the cost of ammunition, which has shortened the

duration of armed clashes since the early 1 990s.
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4.2.14 Borders

The existence of the borders shared by Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya are themselves a

periodic contributor to conflict. The principal role they play in conflict is as a source of safe

haven for anned groups — criminal gangs and militia —~ which commit acts of violence and

then cross to the safety of their home country and disappear. The shared border area near

Mandera is known locally as the “Bermuda triangle” for precisely this reason. This dynamic

points to a curious aspect of the borders — they are relatively unpatrolled, ungoverned and

porous, but not irrelevant. Kenyan military do not cross the border in hot pursuit of Somali

bandits for fear of attack; Somali militias cross into Kenya in pursuit of rival combatants

only reluctantly, for fear of encountering the Kenyan military or police; and Somali anned

bandits take the same risk when mounting a cross-border raid.

In practice, this has meant that the Kenyan Garre have been able to use the border to launch

attacks on El Wak in Somalia and retreat across the border with little fear of Marehan

counterattack, a tactic which infuriates the Marehan and has led them to accuse Kenya of

favoring the Garre. Further south, Somali bandits have until recently stolen vehicles and

even looted the Kenyan police station at Liboi and then retreated back to Dobley. On the

Kenyan-Ethiopian border, militia and possibly Ethiopian paramilitary forces have crossed

into Kenya to commit devastating livestock raids

4.3 The effects of Conflict and Ethnicity in North Eastern Kenya

4.3.1 Isolation: The border region’s role as a vibrant trade route is new. Historically, the

territory west of the Jubba to the North Eastern Part of Kenya into the River Tana was

extremely isolated, possessing little of value to outsiders. Pre-colonial trade routes ran from

Somali seaports at Brava and Mogadishu up into Ethiopia through Luuq and Mandera in

Northern Part of Kenya, but not across the current border zone. An important, pre-colonial

Islamic communal settlement (jamaaca) was established in the early l9thcentury at

Bardhere, along the Jubba River. Italian and British colonial penetration of the border area

was very light, except for attempts to develop irrigated plantation production alolig the

lower Jubba River leaving Mandera and surrounding areas untouched and underdeveloped.
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The Italians built an all-weather road through Luuq and Doolo in the mid-1930s in order to

invade and occupy Ethiopia in 1936, and a seaport was constructed at Kismayo. The Kenyan

government presence in the border territories was extremely limited; British and Italian

authorities relied on clan elders to maintain basic law and order. Punitive expeditions,

typically involving the confiscation of a large number of a clan’s herd as punishment for a

crime or insurrection, were the principle means of enforcing colonial nile. The region had a

reputation then as a territory of little value and much potential trouble, leading to a colonial

policy of containment and neglect.

4.3.2 colonial rangeland and conflict management: To reduce clashes over wells and

pasture, the British colonialists demarcated specific zones of grazing by clan. They also

exercised the right to open up access to viable rangeland to outside pastoralists in times of

drought as a low-cost form of rangeland management. The result of the fixed colonial

rangeland borders was that clans today view contemporary political and administrative

boundaries (“locations”) as an extension of the colonial-era exclusionist zones, and invoke

those boundaries to oust other clans from rangeland.

43.3 Irredentism and the shifta wars: The Somali nation was divided among five

separate states by colonialism — Ethiopia, Djibouti, British Somaliland, Italian Somalia,

and Kenya. At independence, a central pillar of the Republic of Somalia was irredentism

— a rejection of the colonial boundaries and an insistence on the political unity of all the

Somali people of the Horn of Africa. In Kenya, some members of the Somali population

in the North-East Province mounted a low-level insurgency against the Kenyan

government in the mid-i 960s known as the shifta wars, a pejorative term which today is

used to describe any armed banditry. The insurgency failed to attract much direct support

from the new Somali government and was quelled. Worse, it resulted in the imposition of

draconian emergency rule in North-East Province which was only lifted in 1992. Somali

Kenyans felt doubly betrayed — by the Somali govenrment, which talked the talk of

irredentism but failed to back up the shifta fighters, and by the Kenyan government,

which treated administration of the North-East province as a form of military occupation.
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4.3.4 Political repression and expropriation: Political repression was the norm on both

the Somali and Kenyan sides of the border from the 1 960s through 1990. On the Kenyan

side of the border, nearly three decades of emergency rule was equally disastrous,

creating an environment of repression and a collective sense of fear of and alienation

from the state. The Kenyan state did not engage in expropriation of local resources, but

allowed no free speech and dealt harshly with dissent. In the infamous Wagalla massacre

of 1984, 400 Somalis of the Degodia clan died in a punitive military operation by Kenyan

forces. Any manifestation of Somali nationalist sentiment was smashed. When

emergency rule was lifted in 1992, the North-East Province was devoid of community

organization, and the authority of traditional clan elders as legitimate leaders in the

community (and not just political cronies in the service of the state) was badly, though

not permanently, compromised.

4,3.5 Environmental damage: is another effect of the conflict in North eastern Kenya,

particularly Mandera district. The warring parts make no secret that it uses chemical

weaponry; Statistics on the ground has shown that the cancer rate and number of birth

defects in Mandera district have soared in many years. Perversely, poisoning the ~enerny’

and the suspected clans is a common phenomenon in Northern Kenya, especially among

the Somali Kenyans, and all the parties involved are usually used to punish their enemies.

There is little doubt that they also face higher cancer and disease rates as well as

offspring born with birth defects.

4.3.6 Massive death and injuries to humans: North eastern province had experienced

problems of human right abuses during the reign of the retired former president Daniele

Arab Moi which he ordered massive massacres in the region. People have been injured,

their properties looted and even killed mercilessly and there has not been detention or

bringing to justice to the perpetrators and the murderers walk freely in the streets and

towns. Even in the current Grand Coalition Government, the government gave mandate

to the Kenyan forces to be rough in quelling the fight between garre and murille in

Mandera district. The forces have used all kind of power against the unarmed civilians.

The local people, the innocent old male and female and children were tortured and

women raped.
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4.3. 7 Destruction of Development Project: The conflict that erupted and continue to

create havoc in Mandera, North Eastern region of Kenya destroyed the existing

development projects and prevented new projects formulated and implemented in the

area as funds for long-term economic, agricultural and other development have been

siphoned into emergency relief and reconstruction. The conflicts in Mandera undermined

development aid: the countries in the west and the international donor agencies have been

reluctant to give aid to the weak community in Mandera district .but the dream couldent

be possible due to lack of effective monitoring and evaluation on the ground that has

perpetuated millions of dollars of aid being wasted mostly in corruption and

embezzlement.

4.3.8 Cultural Erossion: Through the cross-border conflict in Mandera Distreict many

Ethiopian and Eritirians has interfered into the culture of the local Somalis at Mandera

district. People changed their ways of speaking,dressing and eating. They adopted the

Oromo lifestyle and usually listen and dance the Ororno kind of entertainrnents.Thus the

communities from different parts of the border(Ethiopia, Somalia and kenya) assimilated

and shared their cultures while eroding the culture of the locals.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF THE MAJOR FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS

AND CONCLUSIONS

5.0 Introduction

This chapter presents summery of the major finding relating it with the background and

literature review. The researcher’s personal views are also included arising from

statistical inference, observation and interpretation of situations encountered during the

study. The conclusions are given based on the discussions of findings and consequently,

basing on research findings conclusion was reached. Other areas for further research have

also been indicated at the end of this chapter.

5.1 Summary and findings of the study

Assessments of conflict in northern Kenya all point to an array of underlying factors

which make the region exceptionally prone to armed conflict. Efforts to strengthen

mediated governance have improved local capacity to reduce crime — one of the main

triggers of communal clashes — and have helped manage and mediate conflicts once they

erupt. But a more comprehensive peace building strategy requires policies which address

the most dangerous underlying drivers of conflict.

This analysis points to several possible entry points where external aid may help reshape

sources of conflict into factors promoting peace and security. As was emphasized in

chapters 6 and 7, some of the forces at play in the border area — such as commerce, urban

space, and ethnicity can either promote peace or conflict, depending on circumstances.

It follows then that aid interventions should seek to work with the Kenyan government to

help shape the context in ways which tap into the constructive aspects of these factors.

Business interests in the border area are especially amenable to a “shaping” strategy.
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The single most powerful conflict driver on the Kenya side of the border has been

political — specifically, proliferation and abuse of locations by MPs as a fonri of political

patronage and a means of engaging in localized ethnic cleansing. That in turn has

contributed to deterioration of access to grazing areas, environmental degradation, and

deterioration of livelihoods among pastoral households that constitutes a genuine crisis in

the region. It has also created ideal conditions for hardened ethnic identities, communal

clashes, and violent crime. Aid interventions which help produce fundamental changes in

Kenyan policies on locations and rangeland access will go a long way to reversing one of

the most insidious, and preventable, sources of spiraling conflict in the region.

The researcher had also conducted a study on the impact of the prolonged civil war on the

socio economic transformation efforts in Mandera district. On the economic and other

social issues, after thorough and deep analysis the researcher found that the conflict had

and continue to have a negative effect on the economy mainly: loss of currency value,

loss of public revenue, reduction of investment and destruction of economic institutions,

destruction of development project, resource depletion and disintegration of the existing

Infrastructure while preventing a future improvement been made.

5.2 Recomendations

The purpose of the research was to examine the impacts of the Dictatorship, Conflict and

Ethnicity in Kenya . From the above discussions, the researcher came up with the

following recommendation to the different stakeholders as a possible remedies to the

crisis political, Economic and improve the current situation. The following

recommendations were suggested to the different stakeholders involved in the conflict.

5.3 Recommendation to the government

Because the strategy involves ceding responsibility to non-state actors, it is difficult to

cast this trend as a contribution to “state-building.” But it may well be a formof

“governance-building.” Since the objective of state-building projects is not to strengthen

state capacity for its own sake, but rather as a means of promoting good governance, the

possibility that the mediated state can help promote the latter by by-passing the former is
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an interesting challenge to standard state-building interventions, which tend to conflate

reviving formal state capacity with promotion of governance.

The government should also avoid any kind of corruption and embezzlement to safeguard

those individuals or region that is prone to any disastrous events regional was and ethnic

clashes. The government should also put up projects and workshops to sensitize the local

people on the importance of peace and co-existence.

5.4 Recommendation to the NGOs

The NGOs should sensitize the communities in Mandera district on preach for peace. It

should also try to educate people on the importance of co-existence as one community.

This can be done through organizing workshops and campaigns and demonstrations on

the streets. It should encourage the government to change its policies and programs that

lead dictatorship and inequalities in distribution of opportunities.

5.5 Recommendations to the Local Community

The victims in the local community should open up and organize the local group in order

to educate the local people about the adverse effect of conflict and ethnic clashes on the

general wellbeing of the local community.

5.6 To the International Community

The international community is considered to be huge stake holder in providing a durable

solution to political and civil crisis in Kenya and plays a pivotal role in establishing and

maintaining law and order in the country. In the past few years, the Inter Governmental

Authority and Development (IGAD), the African Union (AU), the Arab League, the

European Union (EU) and the United Nation have all been involved in the struggle to

restore peace and order to the Kenyan Somali people and influence of international

community provide financial support to the local people who were in marginalized

region in Mandera district.

36



The international community’s “wait and see” attitude would oniy postpone the day of

reckoning and would not provide meaningful progress towards lasting peace. The

likelihood is that the country would be further divided and the violence might spill over

into regions that are currently peaceful.

5.7 General recommendations

The fact that mediated governance is problematic and limited and yet the sole source of

security in weak state frontier areas makes it the “best of bad options,” a position that

both its advocates and detractors can share. How then to view the long-term prospects of

mediated governance? If its shortcomings are intrinsic (legal and human rights

objections, for instance), and if better options are on the horizon, then the only

justification for support to mediated governance is as a stop-gap measure, designed to

provide short-term improvements in security and conflict prevention.

If, on the other hand, the prognosis for state expansion and consolidation in the border

(Mandera) areas of weak states is poor, then a different set of policy considerations

emerge. In that case the trend toward mediated governance is longer-term in nature, a fact

which citizens and international observers may not prefer but which is not a matter of

preference. Realistically, the focus then becomes improving the mediated state as a

governance and peace-building strategy in frontier zones — taking the rough edges off of a

governance structure that is and will remain flawed and messy. This can be done in a

number of ways.

First, support to peace committees (or whatever other permutation of local authority

emerges by district) is vital if they are to be sustainable. Training and financial support

for appropriate operational expenses are two of the most important types of support.

Recognition is also important — these are mainly voluntary efforts, by civic figures

willing to put themselves in harm’s way in very difficult circumstances.

Second, external efforts can help to harmonize, at least partially, the inconsistencies

between customary, sharia, and national legal codes.Clarification of the jurisdiction of
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customary law is also essential -- for example, is a Kenyan Somali living in Nairobi

subject to xeer, the Kenyan legal code, or both?yes.

Importantly, the mediated state as peace-building and governance-building strategy offers

opportunities to international aid agencies, not merely Faustian choices. In the past,

agencies engaged in “capacity-building” frequently found them working at cross-

purposes. A project building capacity of local civic and non-governmental organizations

was viewed by other actors has working against state-building, by diverting human

resources, money, and roles to non-state actors. This debate over whose capacity is being

built has plagued governance projects in Somalia, Kenya, and elsewhere for years. In a

mediated state, however, there is no contradiction between improving the governance

capacity of non-state authorities in border area and simultaneous efforts to build formal

state capacity.

One is part of a short to medium-term governance and peace-building strategy, the other

is part of the long-term state-building project which, under the right circumstances, may

eventually displace mediated governance. Whether mediated governance is in fact an

interim strategy or part of long-term alternative form of governance in parts of Africa and

the developing world is a decision which citizens of these states must make for

themselves.

5.8 Conclusions

Some conflicts within and between pastoralist communities (Garre, Oromo,Borana and

Somalis), such as raiding and cattle rustling have a long history and have to some extent

become an aspect of traditional pastoralist culture. However, such ‘traditional’ conflicts

have become increasingly destructive and less manageable. The major causes of conflict

among the pastoralist include but not limited to intensified cattle rustling, proliferation of

illicit arms, inadequate policing and state security arrangements, diminishing role of

raditional governance systems, competition over control and access to natural resources

such as pasture and water, land issues, political incitements, ethnocentrism, increasing

levels of poverty and idleness amongst the youth.
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The conflict and ethnic clashes in Mandera is ever changing phases and dynamics

continue to engulf more lives and cause permanent injuries to the population while

displacing millions and more out of their houses making them either refugees or

Internally Displaced Persons(IDPs). Several researches carried out by both Kenyan

Somaoli Students and expatriates have shown that, the conflict is unpredictable and

politicians on the ground are either escaping the reality or are lacking the necessary

knowledge and principles to lead the country fairly without considering any

discrimination.

Areas ofFurther Research

This study did not satisfactorily cover all the areas; the researcher recommends the

following areas of research:

• The environmental Impact of the Dictatorship in Kenya.

• The challenges of Etimic clashes on the long term solutions of the crisis

Mandera.

• The effects of the Mandera conflict on neighboring countries and the region at

large.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX (A)

QUESTIONAIRES CONSTRUCTION

Dear Sir/Madarn,Arn by names Ibrahim Mohamed Duale, Reg No. BDS/16720/72/DF

pursuing Bachelor degree in Development Studies, final year. Am carrying out a research

on the topic. The Impacts of Dictatorship, Ethnicity and Conflict in Mandera district,

North Eastern, Kenya. The purpose of this study is to gather data on the impact of the

dictatorship, ethnicity and conflict in Mandera, Kenya.

Precisely, your response will be treated with confidentiality and the information obtained

will strictly be for educational purposes.

Tick one or write the relevant information in the space p~pvided

Section A: Socio-Demographic data

1. Age

(a) Below 24 years I (b) 25 — 34 years I

(c) 35 — 44 years _____ (c) 44 and above I

2. Sex

(a) Male I I (b) Female I

3. Marital status

(a) Married I I (b) Single I

(c) Divorced I (d) Separated _____

4. Educational level

(a) Not educated I (b) Primary level I I
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(c) Secondary level L 1 (d) Diploma I 1

(e) Degree I (f~ Masters [ ~j

5. Occupation

(a) Peasant I (b) Civil servant

(c) Politician (c) Religious

(e) Others

specify

Section B: Social Aspects

6. What kind of attitude do you have towards the conflict in Mandera, and Northeastern

province at large?

Positive I Negative I Undecided I I

7. Did you lose any property during the war?

Yes I No I I

8. If yes, briefly mention some of the properties?

9. Did the conflict bring in diseases on the local people?

Yes __ NoI~

10. If your answer is yes, give the kind of diseases that emerged as a result of the conflict
in Mandera?
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Section B: Causes of the Dictatorship and Conflict in Kenya

11. Did you escape during the dictatorship in Kenya?

YesJ I Nol I

12. If yes, precisely mention where?

13. According to your understanding, what are the causes of the conflict in Mandera?

14. For how long have you been in the clashes?

Section C: The Impacts of the Conflict

15, Has the conflict affected your social life?

YesI I NoI~1

16. Honestly, how many relatives have you lost during the war?
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17. What are some of the impacts of the conflict on the socio-economic development?

18. What problems did you face during the conflict in Mandera?

Section 11: The Role of the Non Governmental Organizations and the Government

19. Were there any Non Governmental Organizations helping the community during the
insurgency?

NoL~1 Yes! I

20, If any, mention the kind of organization(s) and what short of help were they giving
people?

21. Give your understanding on whether the government of Kenya was substantially
involved in achieving everlasting peace in the region?

Section E: Life of the People after the conflict

22. What adverse effects of the conflict can you remember as a person who suffered in
the conflict?
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23. How did you cope up with life especially after the conflict in Northeastern, Kenya?

24. Precisely, how do you think can your life and the community in general be made
better so as to have sustainable development?

25. According to you, what kind of recommendations are better for conflict resolution
and the management in Africa?

THANKS, AND GOD BLESS YOU
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APPENDIX (B)

INTERVIEW GUIDE

1. What kind of attitude do you have towards the conflict in mandera, and the region in

general?

2. If you have lost properties in the war, briefly mention some of the properties?

3. According to your understanding, what are the causes of the dictatorship in Kenya?

4. What are the causes of ethnic clashes in Mandera?

5. For how long have you been in the conflict?

6. Honestly, how many relatives have you lost during the conflict?

7. What are some of the impacts of the conflict on the socio-economic development in
Mandera?

8. What problems did you face during the conflict in Mandera?

9. If any, mention the kind of organization(s) and what short of help were they giving
people?

10. Give your understanding on whether the government of Kenya was substantially
involved in achieving everlasting peace in the region?

11. What adverse effects of the war can you remember as a person who suffered in the
war?

12. How did you cope up with life especially after the conflict in Northeastern, Kenya?

13. Precisely, how do you think can your life and the community in general be made
better so as to have sustainable development?

14. According to you, what kind of recommendations is better for conflict resolution and
the management of dictatorship in Africa?

Thanks

46


