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ABSTRACT 

:tudy aimed at examining community development and school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub 
ty, Tororo District.The objectives of the study were to: Assess the factors that influence school dropout in 
rry schools, find out the effect of school dropout on development and the stake holders' efforts in reducing 
roblem of school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. The study used a 
sectional research design where by both qualitative and quantitative methods were employed. The study 

:ation was 3285, comprising of five Universal primary schools, 5 head teachers, 55 class teachers, 2500 
,, 700 parents and 30 opinion leaders in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. The sample size was 5 
teachers, 48 class teachers, 333 pupils, 248 parents and 28 opinion leaders. The research Instruments used 
questionnaire, interview guide and observation. The data was analyzed using both descriptive analysis and 
tical package of social scientists (SPSS) which involved sorting, cording and tallying to get frequencies 
,ercentages. The study established social factors that influence school dropout namely: family conflicts, 
of parental guidance and counseling, negative attitude of parents towards education, negative peer 
:nee, moral degeneration, early marriages, alcoholism and drug abuse and gender Inequality. There were 
1 number of economic factors that influence school dropout these included; poverty, lack of scholastic 
ials, child labor, long distance to school, unrealistic school demands and large family size. The religious 
·s that influence school dropout included; harmful religious beliefs and practices. The political factors that 
:nee school dropout included; inactive laws on school dropout. Other factors that influence school dropout 
iability of pupils to learn, death of parents, early pregnancies, poor teacher- parent relationship, repeating 
:s and low morale among teachers. The effect of school dropout on community development included; 
ty, unemployment, low incomes, alcoholism and drug use, crime and missed out opportunities. 
nolder's efforts in reducing the problem of school dropout included; free primary education, family 
mic empowerment, discouraging negative religious beliefs and practices and arresting school dropout. 
·esearch recommends that; Government should increase community sensitization against early sex, 
1ge and pregnancy, provide free scholastic materials to needy pupils, institute strict laws against child 
and community leaders should discourage harmful religious beliefs and practices. 

vords: Pupils, parents and teachers. 
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DEFINATION OF OPERATIONAL TERMS. 

)Ut: pupil for any other reason leaves school other than death. 

1tion: a process of teaching, learning, training especially in schools or 

colleges to improve knowledge and develop skills. 

lopment: the gradual growth of something so that it becomes more 

advanced and stronger. 

oyment: work especially when it is done to earn money. 

ty: the state of being poor or lacking. 

:eration: some sort of correctional facility such as a jail or juvenile 

detention center. 

mnent: group of people who are responsible for controlling a country 

or a state. 

le: a number of people or things taken from a larger group and 

used in tests to provide information about the group. 

ation: all people who live in a particular area or country; the total 

number of people who live there. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

chapter presents the background to the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, objectives of 
tudy, research questions, the scope of the study, significance of the study, conceptual framework, 
1tions to the study and delimitations. 

ack ground of the study. 

1tion is a fundamental human right as well as an indicator for economic growth and human development. 

: who are not in school are being denied that right (world Bank, 2003 and Okidi, 2004). Education is a 

n right for all children and is emphasized in international treaties and declarations in particular the 

:ntion on rights of the child (CRC, 1989), the world Declaration on Education for All (EPA, 2000) and the 

mium Development Goals (MDG, 2000). 

id to promote economic growth and human development, the government of Uganda in 1997 implemented 

,rsal Primary Education (UPE) Initially four Pupils were taken per family but later all children of school 

age were taken. The Ugandan Government is Committed to UPE, with improved budgetary allocations to 

tion sector. This has resulted into an increase in primary school enrolment in Uganda. From 2. 7 million 

: in 1996 to 5.3 million in 1997 to 7.1 million in 2005. This therefore means that Uganda is attaining the 

nillennium Development Goals (MDG) in as far as access to Education is concerned. 

ver, much as primary school enrolment has increased, the incidence of pupils dropping out of school is 

vorrying. The comprehensive evaluation of basic education in Uganda report (2012) shows that UPE 

ut escalated from 4.7 % in 2009 to 6.1 % in 2013. 

pout is a pupil for any other reason leaves school other than death. The dropout problem is in most world 

.tion systems. Many children, who enter school are unable to complete primary education. There are a 

er of factors responsible for this and they include poverty, low Educational levels of parents, weak family 

ire and pattern of schooling of sibling. School factors such as the school environment, poor 

·ehension, absenteeism, attitude and behavior of teachers and repetition in the same class also cause 

I dropouts. 

roblem of school dropout may lead to inadequacy of the schooling system in quality or quantity. It is 

Jre important to carefully design strategies that could be adopted to help adolescent dropouts. This could 

ilemented throughout the target population. 

,roblem of school dropout is associated with high unemployment levels, low earnings, poor health and 

:ent poverty among the society. School dropouts also retarded national development. In United States one 

r pupils in primary education dropped out of high school in 2007. 

tudy therefore tried to assess the efforts of education stake holders in reducing school dropout rates in 



tatement of the problem 

Jroblem of school dropout is wastage in education system in Uganda. This has advance effect to the 

idual's life, parents, government and the society. Government of Uganda spends 1.8 % of the national 

it on her children. More than 50% of these children do not complete primary level (UBOS report 2011). 

mment still spends a lot on infrastructure, appointing teachers under the U.P.E program. In Rubongi Sub 

ty, Tororo District, many children when enrolled in primary one do not complete primary seven in U.P. E 

,Is. The research therefore focused on development and school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub 

ty, Tororo District 

11rpose of the study. 

urpose of this study was to examine community development and school dropout in Rubongi Sub County, 

o District. 

esearch objectives 

J assess the factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo 

istrict. 

J find out the effects of school dropout on development in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

> find out the stake holder's efforts in reducing the problem of school dropout in primary schools in 

1bongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

Research questions. 

Vhat are the factors that influence school dropout in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District? 

Vhat is the effect of school dropout on development in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District? 

Vhat efforts are in place to reduce the problem of school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub 

'.ounty, Tororo District? 

,ignificance of the study. 

:suits of this study might. 

he stake holders of education especially policy makers with knowledge of school dropout. 

le up to date literature to those who wish to carry out further studies on factors Leading to school dropout 

rrary schools. 

Jarents, teachers and administrators in dealing with economic, social, political and religious issues that 

education in the area of study. 



Scope of the study. 

Geographical scope. 

;tudy was conducted in universal primary Education schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

o District is found in Eastern Uganda. It lies between latitude 0°-1 ° North of the equator and between 

:ude 34° -35° East of the Prime Meridian. It is bordered by Lake Victoria to the south, Kenya to the East, 

District to the North and Mbale District to the west. 

Content scope. 

esearch was limited to the social, economic, political and religious factors that Influence school dropout, 

feet of school dropout on community development and the stake holder's efforts in reducing the problem 

100! dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

Time scope 

tudy focused on the period between 2010-2014. 

imitations to the study 

:searcher encountered the following challenges during the study. 

respondents especially administrators did not have sufficient time for the interview. 

respondents were not willing to give the information. 

respondents gave wrong information 

Delimitations. 

1e administrators spared some time for the interview. 

1e nature of the topic encouraged the respondents to give information willingly. 



11troduction. 

CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

chapter reviewed the related literature, focusing on the factors that influence school dropout, effects of 

>1 dropout on development and stake holder's efforts in reducing the problem of school dropout in primary 

>ls. 

actor Influencing school dropouts in primary schools. 

Social factors influencing school dropout in primary schools. 

JS (2005), in his study portrayed that male children are seen as bread winners and age insurance for 

ts. Female children play a role in catering for their young sibling and performing other house hold duties 

1repare them for their roles as wives. Comb's argument therefore explains why girls drop out of primary 

,Is. 

topher (2013), gave three reasons why students drop out of school which include low parental engagement 

~ir children's education, not enough individual attention of the students themselves and low student 

~ement. 

1 (2014), associated school dropout to physical disability of the pupil and peer influence of the group that 

tild relates with. 

, (2006), showed that in India, women and girls receive far less education than men. The country has the 

,t population of non-school-going working girls. The Indian constitution guarantees free primary 

tion for both boys and girls up to fourteen years. The District primary education program in India focuses 

rolment but not retention of girls in schools. Therefore, high levels of school dropout in primary school. 

tZi (2012), put forward that marriage, pregnancy and sickness are major causes of dropout among girl 

·en. While amongst the boys, they include Jobs, lack of interest, dismissal and fees. 

Journals (2013), gave family changes for example marriage, child birth and school environment as the 

· cause of school dropout. 

gel (2013), gave three major reasons why children dropout of school and these include: wrong decisions to 

volved with gangs and wrong groups, get pregnant and commit crime. 

ttion is not valued by the community they come from. There is a clash between family and school values. 

ublic report (2009), also known as the (PROBE report) gave one major reason for children being kept out 

100! as lack of education of parents. Rajasthan (2012) found out that attitude towards education has a 

effect on Education. When one of the parents is literate, especially women, they are willing to send their 
--- ,__ --1- - -1 



~ver, the huge dropout rates indicate that children especially girls are needed for other activities such as 

ng after other sibling, domestic work and helping in fann work. Therefore, parents play a big role in 

ng children in school. 

Economic factors influencing school dropout in prima1-y schools. 

mciety at large helps to contribute to the dropout problem because society values wealth and honour 

hy men. The poor man has no place at all. The importance society attaches to wealth causes the young 

and girls to pursue wealth rather than education. Thorough and careful study reveals that children of 

,1 going age search for quick money doing odd and manual Jobs such as bus conductors, sellers along 

and in the market places, wheel barrow pushers, mechanic work and many others. 

rembe, Ministry of Education and sports (2011 ), reported that Uganda had school dropout among girls due 

ditional division of labor. Family responsibilities at home occupy pupils most of the time, hence no time 

'ise their book and therefore leading to poor academic performance and finally dropping out of school. 

a and Heneveld (2005), showed that parents worry about wasting money on the education of girls because 

ire most likely to get pregnant or married before completing their schooling. This seems like the parental 

tment in them is lost and therefore parents discourage the girl child from continuing with school. 

y (2007), noted that child labour becomes an absolute evil in the case of the child when it requires to work 

td his physical capacity. This interferes with his education and the end result may be dropping out of 

I. 

1g money through unskilled work, bar work, prostitution or begging during school time results into school 

ut. One solution, where work is necessary for financial reason, would be to adopt models from Weste1n 

tries, such as high school pupils taking a holiday Job, or working just a few hours a day. (winters 2006) 

:wago (2005), said that parents who are well off ensure that their children are educated, Wealth allows 

reduce demand for labour of their children in the home by employing housemaids. This will help their 

en in the home and therefore reduce poor performance and subsequently dropping out of school. 

es (2015), mentioned economic pressures that make leaving school unavoidable as need for money by 

ng in a variety of jobs, poverty of many families where students decide to provide for their parents, 

gs and for themselves. 

Religious factors Influencing school dropout in primary schools. 

S (2012), reported that some religious cults were discouraging parents to take children to school claiming 

'estem education was demonic. Similarly, in Kenya, some religious cult was claiming that the end of the 



l was near hence education was going to be a waste of time and people were to focus on preparing their 

or the coming of Jesus Christ (W anjiku 2011 ) . 

.ode .B (2002), attributed girls school dropout to some religious faith practices like the Muslim 

traging girls to get married at any time as long as they could fulfill Islamic requirements. 

and Sonko (2004 ), said that in India and Pakistan , the Hindu believe that women are to be raised to 

good house wives and should not appear so much in public. This has made some females to be confined 

nes at the cost of their right to education. 

Political factors influencing school dropout in primary schools. 

hallenges related to polices and law enforcement in place are so weak that they do not seem to exist. This 

s dropping out of school very normal, where the children have a voice on whether to go to school or not. 

:h a way the children find it very easy to drop out of school because there are no laws to follow them up or 

on them on why they have not gone to school. 

e in charge of executing the laws are also reluctant in Uganda; we have laws which remain in the book. 

is lack of political will for example, when you arrest a parent, who has not taken the children to school, 

: you reach where you are going, you receive many calls and the person will just be behind you, (Hoima 

ct Education survey report 2012). The laws are not efficient enough to see to it that the children do not 

out of school. Political heads, children and family protection units do not mind, they have so many 

titment, so they may not enforce it because they are threatened to lose votes, so they give up ( out of school 

en survey 2013/2014). 

e inception of UPE, many parents thought that the government is solely responsible for everything a child 

at school, for example pay fees, provide scholastic materials like books, pens, uniform, textbooks and 

1, the effect is that almost all UPE government aided primary schools stopped providing meals to learners. 

; strongly recommending that provision of food at school was enforced, and the law passed to punish 

:s who do not provide meals for their children. Provision of meals at school was high motivating factor 

11001 attendance in all districts. For Karamoja region, during famine, parents would force their children to 

,chool since there are assured meals, (UBOS 2007,2012). 

:tion of UPE schools is minimal. This is because a small budget of less than 20% with directives from 

ordering education offices to give the facilitation from the education office to the District Resident 

issioners (RDCS). As such some schools can take even two years without being visited by an inspector of 

Is (Nakanyike B.M 2011). 

feet of school dropout on development. 

eta! [2012], said that school dropout is associated with high levels of joblessness, poor health and general 

f resources that retards development of the society. 



. [2009], noted that the consequences of dropping out of school include: joblessness, jailing and high cost 

x payers. Young school dropout is much less likely to be active labour force participants than the higher 

Lted peers. Dropouts in the US have been a major fiscal burden to the rest of society. 75% of America's 

prison inmates and 59% of America's federal prison inmates are school dropouts. Male and female 

nts with low academic achievement are twice as likely to become parents by their senior years compared 

dents with high academic achievement. 

ill (2013), indicated that poverty is associated with high dropout rates and is connected to adolescent 

opment, family, school and community development which matter a Jot. 

)! dropout study group report (2003), showed that personal and social costs to the community of school 

,ut in terms of reduced earnings for the Individual reduced tax revenue and increased costs associated with 

ployment, crime and dependence on assistance programs. Furthermore, in today's business environment, a 

iry concern is Skilled personnel and the availability of a viable work force both today and in the future can 

L role in business decision to expand and locate in this community. 

eta! (2009), associated school dropout to unemployment, lower incomes and incarceration which is some 

,f correctional facility such as a jail or juvenile detention center. School dropout also leads to missed out 

tunities that come about as a result of finishing school. 

:ake holders' efforts in minimizing the problem of school dropout in primary schools. 

mportance that the government attaches to education can be seen in its National strategy for Education, a 

rehensive strategic frame work and plan for the entire education sector, the first sector to have such a 

gic plan. (world Bank, 2005). 

shows a commitment by the country's leadership to education and recognition of the challenges to 

tion. 

aportant step taken by the Government of Tajikistan is the initiation of discussions on gender issues 

¥1 the mass media (UNICEF 2007 b). Given the social-cultural constraint on children's Education. This 

: awareness and is an effort and convey to the public, the social and private returns of educating girls. 

mportant that the curricular content and the attitude of teachers both need to be made gender sensitive 

!S, 2005). School calendar and timing can be adjusted to give opportunity of going to school. The 

nment needs to consider its school uniform policy which will remove obstacles and costs and lead to 

ved school attendance (UNICEF 2012). 

:rsal Primary Education (UPE) was launched in 1997 following recommendations of the Education Policy 

w commission (EPRC, 1989) and the development of children's statute (1996). This policy advocated for 

:ibution of resources in the education sector hence more resources have been allocated to primary 

1tion for all (EFA). This Policy was a move by the government to ensure that every one, child and adult 

benefit from timeless and Universal advantage of education. This is based on the recommendation by the 

mnent white paper on Education (1992). 



Indenendent variable 

Community Development 

. employment opportunities 

. Improved standards ofliving 

. Reduced crime 

. Reduced juvenile 
delinquency 

. Reduced alcoholism and drug 

abuse. 

. Gender equality 

. Parental guidance and 
counseling 

. Active laws 

. Active political leaders. 

8 

Conceptual frame work 

Dependent variable 

Factors that influence school 
dropout 

. Early marriages 

. Child labour 

f----x--➔ . Poverty of parents 

. Low education level of 
parents 

. Harmful religious beliefs and 
practices . 

. Lack of scholastic materials 

. Unrealistic school demands 

. Negative peer influence 

. Moral degeneration . 

Intervening variable 
~----''--------~ 

. Government policies 

. Teachers' attitude 

. Guidance and counseling. 

9 



1troduction 

CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

chapter gives the research design that was used in the study, study population sample size and sampling 

<lures and research instruments. 

esearch Desigu 

,tudy used a cross sectional research design where both qualitative and quantitative methods were 

>yed. A cross-sectional research design was used because it captures various aspects from varied sources 

nhanced a deeper understanding about the area under study. 

:udy Area 

tudy was conducted in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District, Eastern Uganda. This area was considered 

se of the high rate of school dropout despite government effort in ensuring that school going age children 

it from universal primary Education program. 

udy Population 

tudy population was 3285, Comprising of five Universal primary schools, 5 Head teachers, 55 Class 

:rs, 2500 Pupils, 700 Parents and 30 opinion leaders in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

,mple Size 

Ze of the Sample was 662, with 333 pupils, 5 Head teachers, 48 teachers, 248 parents and 28 opinion 

s in Rubongi Sub County This was because such categories are big enough to provide the necessary 

1ation needed in the study. 

10 



e 3.1 Categories of respondents. 

Categories Population Sample size Sampling 

method 

Head Teachers 05 05 Purposive 

Class teachers 55 48 Purposive 

Parents 700 248 Simple random 

Pupils 2500 333 Simple random 

Opinion leaders 30 28 Purposive 

Total 3285 662 

ce: R. V. Krejcie & D. W. Morgan (1970). 

ampling procedure 

esearcher used simple random and purposive sampling to select respondents. 

Purposive sampling 

rding to Patton, (2010), purposive sampling, also known as subjective sampling is a type of non­

bility sampling technique. Non probability sampling focuses on sampling techniques where the units that 

1vestigated are based on the judgment of the researcher. Usually the sample is small. Purposive sampling 

.sed in the selection of Head teachers, teachers and opinion leaders. 

Simple Random sampling 

Jm sampling is the selection of items by use of probability method. Simple random sampling provided 

chances for all the respondents to be selected and thus avoid biasness. The researcher used random 

ion on pupils and parents because they were many and there was need to limit errors and biasness. 

esearch instruments. 

rree research instruments used to collect data and these are: questionnaire, interview and observation. 

11 



Questionnaire 

rding to Briggs (2009), questionnaire is a research instrument which consists of series of questions for the 

>se of gathering information from respondents. A structured questionnaire was administered to 5 head 

ers, 48 teachers and 333 pupils. Teachers received a self-administered questionnaire while pupils were 

I questions and the researcher records the responses on the questionnaire. 

Interview 

rding to Davies (2011 ), interview is a method of data collection, information or opinion gathering that 

fically involves asking a series of questions. It represents a meeting or dialogue between people where 

nal and social interaction occurs. 

interview instrument was used to collect data from the parents and opinion leaders. Interviews were used 

:y were easily adaptable and effective and encourage probing for deeper information. 

Observation 

instrument was used to get data from school records such as pupils enrolment of each level, attendance 

ers to determine the dropout ratio of each class in selected primary schools. 

ata Collection Procedures. 

·efers to the steps that the researcher used to determine validity and reliability of data collection methods 

'ere used in the data collection and pre-test the instruments to see if they produced the desired results. 

)ata Analysis 

iata was analyzed using both descriptive and statistical package for social scientists (SPSS) by sorting, 

.g and tallying to get frequencies and percentages. Then the data was presented by use of frequency tables 

1bulation. This helped the researcher in presenting and interpreting the data findings in the proceeding 

rrs, a basis for discussion and conclusion thereafter. 
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alidity and Reliability of the Research Instrnments. 

ity and reliability was done to ensure that the research instruments selected that is to say; questionnaire, 

'iew guide, gave the desired results which were dependable and achieved desired objectives. This was 

by pre-testing the instruments to see if they produced the same results. 

validity 

·efers to the extent to which an instrument measures what it is intended to measure. Validity therefore was 

nstrated in the quality that an instrument used in the research that is questionnaire, interview and 

vation was accurate, true, correct, meaningful and right. The tools that were used in the research must be 

1istered to the right categories of people in relation to the topic of study. These include head teachers, 

irs, pupils, parents and stake holders. This implies accuracy of research tools and research findings. 

Reliability 

·efers to the extent to which the research instruments measured the consistency of the variables. Reliability 

ore showed the degree of consistency demonstrated in the study. It also showed the stability and 

dability of an instrument to obtain information. The interview, questionnaire and observation all gave 

.r pieces of information hence reliability of the research instruments. 

li:thical Considerations 

esearcher sought permission from the local authorities, particular head teachers and local leaders in 

1gi Sub County, Tororo District. The researcher also sought for permission from the respondents before 

istering the research instruments. 

sure confidentiality, the researcher assured the respondents that the information that was provided, was 

ecret and was to be used for academic purposes only. 

13 



CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSION OF RESULTS 

ratroduction 

chapter presents findings of the study on the factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in 

:o District according to data collected. The findings were analyzed, interpreted and presented according to 

Jjectives of the study and the research questions. 

ocial factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in primary schools in Tororo District 

,tudy established the factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, 

·o District. The following responses were given: 

e 4.1 Social factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

11 factors Frequency Percentage 

ly conflicts 130 19.6 

of parental guidance and counseling 115 17.4 

er Inequality 106 16 

I degeneration 100 15.1 

live attitude of parents towards education 73 11 

:ive peer Influence 65 9.8 

marriage 52 7.9 

tolism and drug abuse 21 3.2 

662 100 

:e: Field data 2016 

were varied responses on the social factors influencing school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub 

:y, Tororo District as follows; 19.6 % mentioned family conflicts, 17.4% mentioned lack of parental 

11ce and counseling, 16% mentioned gender Inequality, 15.1 % mentioned moral degeneration, 11 % 

oned negative attitude of parents towards education, 9.8% mentioned negative peer Influence, 7.9% 

oned early marriages and 3.2% mentioned alcoholism and drug abuse. 
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e findings therefore suggest that there were many social factors that influence school dropout in primary 

,Is in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District namely: 

ily conflicts where mother and father are always fighting and quarreling which results into divorce. In such 

~, the children may not have enough care by the father and hence end up dropping out of school. Family 

icts also do not create peace at home and hence children are not encouraged to go to school, as a result they 

out of school. The children from such families are also always worried about the conflicts in their family 

:annot concentrate while in class which later leads to school dropout. Fortin (2010), Said that family 

.cts between families and adolescents put children at risk of dropping out of school. Therefore, the findings 

: research and what has been given by other scholars confirm that family conflicts is a major factor that 

nces school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District is lack 

·ental guidance and counseling. According to the findings, parents have no time to guide and counsel their 

en most especially the girl child. They are taken up with garden work in the morning and evening and 

house work. They have left most of the work for teachers who also concentrate on the curriculum. This 

·eatly influenced school dropout as children are not guided on what to do. Christopher (2013), Said that the 

1 students drop out of school is lack of parental guidance and counseling which leads to school dropout. 

is therefore in line with the findings of the study which shows that lack of parental guidance and 

eling is one of the factors influencing school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo 

~t. 

ding to the findings, gender inequality is another factor that influences school dropout in primary schools 

·oro District. The girl child takes up most of the house work at home and has got little time for studies 

ends up dropping out of school. In case there is a patient at home or in hospital, in most cases the girl 

is taken to take care of the patient while the boys concentrate at school. This affects the girl child's 

:ion and can lead to school dropout for the girl child. When the mother is away or has gone for a visit, the 

,ild is the one to look after the other siblings at the expense of going to school. All these result into school 

1t for the girl child. In line with the above, Combs (2005), portrayed that male children are seen as bread 

rs and age insurance for their parents. 

"' 



le children play a role in catering for their young sibling and performing other household duties that 

re them for their roles as wives. 

i (2006) also showed that Indian girls and women receive far less education than boys and men. Therefore, 

:ling to these scholars and the findings of the study, gender inequality is another factor that influences 

,! dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

I degeneration is another factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, 

o District. According to the findings, children no longer have suspect for the parents, elders and teachers. 

do not take advice from elders and consider them to be out dated and have bad morals that have led to 

I dropout. The pornography displayed in film shows and music played have all led to moral degeneration 

g the young generation. Such children are taken up by that and cannot have time to concentrate on studies 

end up dropping out of school. 

1 eta! (20 I 0), gave moral degeneration among the youth as a cause of school dropout, it is common to find 

I children engaging in immoral acts and many dropout of school. The findings of the study together with 

:ither scholars said confirm that moral degeneration is among the factors that influence school dropout in 

ry schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

1er factor which influences school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

ling to the findings is negative attitude of parents towards education. Parents who have not gone to school 

1t sending their children to school as use less. Others who have money that they got through other ways 

iducation as not the only way to success in financial matters. Other parents just generally have a negative 

le towards education. Therefore, such parents discourage their children from going to school hence school 

11t. In relation to the above, the Public Report (2009), indicates that negative attitude of parents towards 

tion is due to parent's lack of education as a factor that influences school dropout. This therefore together 

'1e findings of the study show that negative attitude of parents towards education is a factor that influences 

I dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

ding to the findings of this research, negative peer influence is also another factor that influences school 

1t in primary schools in Tororo District. Adolescents are always taken up by the group they associate with 

1ay not have the intension of staying in school and therefore end up dropping out of school. Wrong groups 

,ink about boy and girl friends, rebellion against teachers, school rules and regulations do influence one 

:r to drop out of school; Negative peer influence also leads to indiscipline cases that result into school 

1t. Lynch (2014), associated school dropout to peer influence of the group that the child relates with. 

rly, negative peer influence leads to school dropout. 

gel (2013), gave wrong decisions to get involved with gangs and wrong groups as the cause of school 

it. The findings of the research are in line with what was given by other scholars confirming that negative 

tfluence is a major cause of school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 



' marriages are another factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, 

:o District. According to the findings of the research, boys and girls indulge themselves in early sex or 

arital sex and end up in marriage at an early age hence dropping out of school. Some parents who want to 

realth from their daughter marry them off at an early age and bride price is paid to them. This leads to 

g girls dropping out of school. Other mature me look at young girls as being free from HIV/ AIDS hence 

.p marrying them which leads to school dropout. 

zi (2013), put forward that early marriages are the major cause of school dropout among children. Sage 

als (2013), also gave marriage as a major cause of school dropout. Therefore, there is a connection 

:en the findings and what other scholars have given confinning that early marriage is a factor that 

mces school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout is alcoholism and drug abuse. This is according to the findings of 

:search carried out in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District (Field data). Parents who 

!dieted to alcohol are always drunk all the time and do not mind about taking their children to school and 

de for their needs at school. Such parents cannot also monitor the education of their children while at 

,[ and therefore pupils go to school at their own wish which leads to school dropout. The Consumer Health 

:ommunication (2013), said that alcoholism and drug abuse to lead to high school dropout. US report also 

ms that kids engage in drinking. This therefore relates the findings and what other scholars have given 

school dropout showing that alcoholism and drug abuse is a factor that influences school dropout in 

ry schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District. 

Economic factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

esearch established the economic factors that influence school dropout in Tororo District and the findings 

as follows; 

: 4.2 Economic factors that influence school dropout in Tororo District 

~mic factors Frequency Percentage 

ty 151 22.9 

of scholastic materials 138 20.8 

labour 122 18.4 

family size 102 15.4 

listic school demands 96 14.6 

distance to school 53 8 

662 100 

:e: Field data 2016 



)rity of the respondents [22.9%] mentioned poverty, 20.8% mentioned lack of scholastic materials, 18.4% 

ioned child labour, 15.4% mentioned large family size, 14.6% mentioned unrealistic school demands 8% 

ioned long distance to school. 

above findings therefore suggest that there were a number of economic factors that influence school 

mt in primary schools in Tororo District namely: 

rty where parents cannot afford to take their children to school and pay for their needs at school. Parents 

ways worried about getting money to meet the school needs where by their children are sent home for the 

>l requirements that leads to school dropout. They cannot afford to pay for their children's lunch and hence 

;tay hungry at school the whole day. All these lead to school dropout as a result of poverty. 

: (2004), urged that poverty is an important factor that prevents parents from sending their children to 

,I. He said that low incomes may be a good predictor of pupil's dropping out of school. This is in line with 

ndings of the research which therefore confirm that poverty is a factor that influences school dropout in 

iry schools in Tororo District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District is lack of scholastic 

ials according to the findings of the research. Some children go to school without pens, pencils, books and 

:matical sets. Such children cannot learn properly and hence end up dropping out of school. Other children 

to school without uniform and therefore look a misfit with the others who are smartly dressed in uniform. 

: children may also be forced to drop out of school. 

:wago (2005), said that parents who are well off ensure that their children are educated while the poor 

t provide for their children's needs at school for example scholastic materials. The findings and what 

scholars have said confirm tat lack of scholastic materials leads to school dropout in primary schools in 

o District 

ding to the findings of the research, child labour is another factor influencing school dropout in primary 

ls in Tororo District. Parents give their children a lot of work which may lead to school dropout. Going to 

rden early in the morning before leaving for school makes pupils to reach school late. Doing house work 

morning like sweeping the house and compound, washing plates, fetching water, all make pupils to fear 

ng school late and hence end up hiding in the bush. This may later on lead to school dropout. Giving 

en a lot of work after school does not give them time to revise their books. Such children fail even to do 

1Vork and at the end perform poorly which leads to school dropout. 

' (2007), noted that child labour becomes an absolute evil in the case of the child when it requires to work 

d his or her physical capacity. This interferes with his education and the end result may be dropping out of 

. This is in relation to the findings which confirm that child labour is a major factor that influences school 

1t in primary schools in Tororo District. 



i family size is another factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

ding to the findings of the research. Large family is a result of polygamy and giving birth to many 

:en. This makes parents unable to provide for the family and educate their children hence they drop out of 

,I. A father in a polygamous family may finish many days without going to some families and leaves all 

sponsibilities to the mother who may not manage it. This leads to children dropping out of school. 

es (2015), mentioned economic pressures due to large family size that make leaving school unavoidable as 

for money where students decide to provide for their parents, siblings and for themselves. This is in line 

the findings of the research showing that large family size is a factor that influences school dropout in 

ry schools in Tororo District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout is unrealistic school demands according to the findings of the 

·ch carried out in primary schools in Tororo District. Schools have set demands that parents cannot afford 

ence school dropout. The money they pay for extra lessons also lead to school dropout. Payment for lunch 

,de compulsory and the fee is high for some parents to afford. This also leads to school dropout. 

ination and test money is asked from parents who cannot afford and hence leading to school dropout. 

:wago (2005), said that parents who are well off ensure that their children are educated while the poor may 

ford to educate their children. There is therefore a relationship between the findings of the research and 

has been given by other scholars confirming that unrealistic school demands lead to school dropout in 

ry schools in Tororo District. 

ding to the findings of the research, long distance to school is among the factors that influence school 

11t in primary schools in Tororo District Pupils move long distances to and from school. If it is time for 

e, these children may have slept hungry and have no energy to move the long distance to school hence the 

may be dropping out of school. Children are always worried of the long distance to and from school and 

,table to concentrate on studies which results into school dropout. Heward Law School Report (2015), 

hat who move long distance to school may easily dropout of school. The findings of the study together 

vhat has been given by other scholars show that long distance to school influences school dropout in 

-y schools in Tororo District. 



J Religious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

research also established the religious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo 

ict and the findings were as follows; 

e 4.3 Religious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

:ions factors Frequency Percentage 

tful religious beliefs 365 55.1 

:erous religious practices 297 44.9 

I 662 100 

ce: Field data 2016 

rding to the findings, 55.1 % of the respondents mentioned harmful religious beliefs and 44.9% of the 

ndents mentioned dangerous religious practices. 

above findings therefore suggest that there were religious factors that influence school dropout in primary 

,Is in Tororo District namely: 

fol religious beliefs influence school dropout where some religious cults discourage their believers from 

~ their children to school. The Kanungu incidence that led to many Christians perishing in a church 

ng is among the religious beliefs that lead to school dropout. The Muslims according to their religion 

re that girls can be married off at any age as long as they fulfill the Muslim obligations. This therefore 

to school dropout due to early marriages as a result of religious beliefs. MOES (2012), reported that some 

Jus cults were discouraging parents to take their children to school claiming that western education was 

nic. Similarly, in Kenya, some religious cult was claiming that the end of the world was near hence 

tion was going to be a waste of time. 

and Sonko (2004), said that in India and Pakistan, the Hindu believe that women are to be raised to make 

house wives and should not appear so much in public. This has made some women to be confined in 

i at the expense of education. Therefore, the findings of the research together with the report of other 

trs show that harmful religious beliefs influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout in Tororo District is dangerous religious practices according to 

tdings of the study. Religious practices like the back to Eden who pray while they are naked because they 

.itating what was in the garden of Eden. 

Jde (2002), attributed girls' school dropout to some religious faith practices like the Muslim encouraging 

o get married at any time as long as they fulfill Islamic requirements. This therefore shows that some 

,us beliefs and practices encourage school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. This is in line 



the :findings of the study showing that dangerous religious practices lead to school dropout in primary 

,ols in Tororo District. 

I Political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

study also established that there were political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in 

a District and the :findings included the following; 

le 4.4 Political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

ical factors Frequency Percentage 

:ive laws on school dropout 648 97.9 

ect by the political leaders 14 2.1 

I 662 100 

·ce: Field data 2016 

,rity of the respondents (97.9%) mentioned Inactive Laws on school dropout, 2.1 % mentioned neglect by 

olitical leaders. 

:e :findings also suggest that there were political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in 

ro District namely: Inactive laws have led to school dropout in Tororo District according to the :findings of 

udy. The laws are just on paper and have not been effected hence encouraging school dropout. Parents and 

:iildren themselves are not conscious of the law hence they do not mind about it. There is no penalty given 

J school dropouts that can serve as an example to the rest so that they can fear to fall victims of school 

mt. All these have encouraged school dropout. Out of school survey report (2013/2014), mentioned that 

ws are not ef-ficient enough to see to it that the children do not drop out of school. Political heads, family 

~tion units and children do not mind. They have so many commitments, so they may not enforce it. This all 

1er give a confirmation that in active laws are a factor that influences school dropout in primaiy schools in 

·o District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District is neglect of political leaders 

ding to the :findings of the research. The local council leaders, community leaders are reluctant in 

ting the law. 

: who are arrested are also released without serving any punishment which just encourages school dropout. 

ts accuse local council and community leaders for interfering with their family affairs in case any action is 

against school dropouts. Hoima District education survey report (2012), mentioned that people in charge 

:cuting the laws are reluctant in Uganda. We have laws which remain in books. There is no political will, 

you arrest a parent who has not taken a child to school, you will receive many phone calls and the person 

e released. The relationship between the :findings and other scholars shows that neglect by political leaders 

ctor that influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 



Other factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in 'fororo District 

:mdents were asked to mention other factors that influence school dropout in their communities that were 

icial, economic, religious or political in nature and the responses were as follows; 

e 4.5 Other factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in 'fororo District 

r factors Frequency Percentage 

school learning environment 142 21.5 

lity to learn 126 19 

teacher- parent relationship 110 16.6 

t of parents 96 14.5 

iting classes 88 13.3 

ancy 66 10 

norale amongst teachers 34 5.1 

662 100 

:e: Field data 2016 

ity of the respondents (21.5%) mentioned poor learning environment, 19% mentioned Inability to learn, 

, mentioned poor teacher- parent relationship, 14.5% mentioned death of parents, 13.3% mentioned 

:ing classes, 10% mentioned pregnancy and 5.1 % mentioned low morale amongst teachers. 

bove responses indicate that apart from social, economic, religious and political factors, there were other 

s that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District namely: 

school learning environment influences school dropout in primary schools m Tororo District. The 

aent is high in schools which has created congestion in the classrooms hence poor school learning 

,nment that leads to school dropout. The latrines are not enough due to the big number of pupils that 

s a poor learning environment. Sage journals (2013), gave poor school learning environment as the major 

of school dropout. The relationship between the findings and what was given by other scholars therefore 

te that poor school learning environment influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

er factor that influences school dropout according to the findings of the research in Tororo District is 

ty to learn. This is due to poor retention by the learners hence they are unable to learn. The learners do 

.ve enough individual interest in the learning and the end result is dropping out of school. The pupils 

~Ives have low engagement in education which results into school dropout. Christopher (2013), gave not 

!i Individual attention of students themselves and low student engagement in education that leads to 

ty to learn and repeating the classes by the learners that results into school dropout. Nyanzi (2012), put 

-d that lack of interest by the learners lead to school dropout. This is in line with the findings of the study 



:onfirm that inability to learn is a major factor influencing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo 

ict. 

rding to the findings of the research, poor teacher- parent relationship influences school dropout in primary 

,Is in Tororo District. Parents do not appreciate the teacher's work they do. They claim teachers get a lot of 

:y and yet they do not teach the children which creates poor teacher- parent relationship. At times parents 

confronted teachers on issues that just need discussion to be resolved. The public report (2009), gave the 

: reason for children being kept out of school as lack of education of parents and their attitude towards 

ttion. This is in line with poor teacher- parent relationship. This is in line with the findings of the study that 

s that poor teacher-parent relationship influences school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

1 of parents is also a factor that influences school dropout according to the findings of the research. This is 

: especially for the death of the father where the mother is left and cannot support the children's education. 

,rphans are then left to stay with other relatives who cannot support them fully in their education. 

er (2004), said that results from Indonesia indicate that the death of the father doubles the dropout rate 

the death of the mother lowers the probability of school enrollment. Therefore, the findings of the study 

1e other scholars all show that death of parents is a factor that influences school dropout in primary schools 

roro District. 

1er factor that influences school dropout according to the findings of the study carried out in primary 

ls in Tororo District is repeating classes. This is due to lack of interest by the learners, no individual 

ion and low retention of the learners which have led to school dropout. Christopher (2013), gave not 

:h Individual attention of students themselves and low student engagement in education that leads to 

ity to learn and repeating the classes by the learners that results into school dropout. This is in line with 

1dings of the study which confirm that repeating classes influences school dropout in primary schools in 

o District. 

'ding to the findings of the research, pregnancy is another factor that influences school dropout in primary 

ls in Tororo District. This is caused by involvement into early sex by the girls and boys, moral decay has 

ed to pregnancy and girls get involved with wrong groups that lead them into early sex and hence get 

mt and the parents send them into marriage because they cannot manage to maintain them at home hence 

)Ut of school. Schargel (2013), also gave pregnancy as a major cause of school dropout due to early 

'ement into sex. All these are a confirmation that pregnancy is among the other factors influencing school 

11t in primary schools in Tororo District. 

:norale amongst teachers is another factor influencing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo 

:t. This is due to low salaries paid to teachers. Government has failed to meet the teachers' demands of 

increase. The teachers also work under poor conditions like having no breakfast and lunch. The teacher 



ratio is too high with teachers having too much teaching load that brings about low morale amongst 

ers. 

:s report (2005), said that it is important that the curriculum content and the attitude of teachers need to be 

.ve and the school calendar need to be adjusted to give opportunity for going to school. Therefore, the 

onship between the findings and what was said by other scholars confirms that low morale amongst 

ers is a factor influencing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

Effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District 

·esearch also established the effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District and the following 

nses were given: 

e 4.6 The effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District 

:t of school dropout Frequency Percentage 

rty 146 22.1 

1ployment 140 21.2 

mcomes 134 20.2 

1olism and drug abuse 93 14 

e 82 12.4 

~d out opportunities 67 10.1 

I 662 100 

ce: Field data 2018 

J were varied responses on the effect of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District and these 

as follows; 22.1 % mentioned poverty, 21.2% mentioned unemployment, 20.0% mentioned low incomes, 

mentioned alcoholism and drug use, 12.4% mentioned crime and 10.1 % mentioned missed out 

rtunities. 

e findings suggest that there is a great effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District that has 

:ed into the following: 
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iy is a major effect of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District with in the community. School 

,ut has left many young people poor and they cannot afford to live a good life. People cannot afford the 

needs of life and some families even get one meal in a day. The standard of living is very low and the 

of houses are grass thatched for most people indicating that the community is poor as a result of school 

,ut. Russell (2013) indicated that poverty is associated with high dropout rates and is connected to 

scent development, family school and community development which matter a lot. This therefore shows 

overty is a great effect of school dropout in Tororo District. 

1er effect of school dropout in Tororo District is unemployment in the community according to the 

tgs of the study. People do not get jobs because they no longer have the qualifications that can enable them 

bs in the competitive world due to school dropout. . The young boys have resorted to playing games and 

in the trading centres early morning hours as a result of unemployment. Unemployment has made it 

alt to get money to earn a living. Auds eta! (20 I 2), said that school dropout development is associated with 

levels of joblessness, poor health and general Jack of resources that retards of the community. Jason 

), noted that the consequences of dropping out of school include joblessness. Therefore, this is in line with 

1dings of the study which show that unemployment is a great effect of school dropout in Tororo District. 

·ding to the findings of the research, low incomes are one of the effects of school dropout in primary 

ls in Tororo District. Most of the people depend on subsistence farming for their food and the balance is 

1Vhich fetch low prices when taken to the market. Others work on people's farms and are paid three 

md shillings per day which leads to low incomes in the community. The young men have resorted to 

ling stones where they assume there is gold. The others have joined boda boda bicycle riding that fetches 

tcomes at the end of the day. School dropout report (2003), showed that there are personal and social costs 

community of school dropout in terms of reduced earnings, reduced tax revenue and increased costs. 

irmore, in today's business environment, a primary concern is skilled personnel and the availability of a 

workforce both today and in the future that can play a role in business decision to expand and locate in 

Jmmunity. The relationship between the findings of the research and what other scholars have said all 

that low incomes are an effect of school dropout that retards community development. 

olism and drug abuse is also another effect of school dropout in Tororo District. Some community 

ers drink the whole day without doing any work and this retards community development. Such people do 

ce care of their families and this leads to family conflicts and divorce which does not promote community 

,pment. The health of such persons deteriorates a Jot and this discourages development. The Consumer 

t Day Communication Report (2013), said that alcoholism and drug abuse is a likely effect of school 

1t. Therefore, this is in line with the findings of the study which confirm that alcoholism and drug abuse is 

ict of school dropout in Tororo District. 

er effect of school dropout in Tororo District according to the findings is crime. People who drop out of 

are arrested for different crimes for example theft, this is done by the young men who dropped out of 



>I and have not found anything to do to earn a living and therefore resort to stealing to earn a living. Others 

rrested because of defilement and taken to prison and this does not lead to community development. Jason 

1), noted that the consequences of dropping out of school include: jailing and high cost of tax payers. 

outs in the US have been a major fiscal burden to the rest of society. Sum eta! (2009), associated school 

mt to crime. Therefore, school dropout has a great effect on community development in Tororo District 

ding to the findings of the research and what was given by other scholars. 

~d out opportunities is another effect of school dropout in Tororo District according to the findings of the 

. School dropout has caused the young men and women to miss out many opportunities for example good 

driving expensive cars, building good houses dressing in expensive clothes, having balanced diet and 

s. Sum eta! (2009), associated school dropout to unemployment, low incomes and crime. School dropout 

eads to missed out opportunities that come about as a result of finishing school. Therefore, the findings of 

:search together with what other scholars have given confirm that missed out opportunities is an effect of 

,I dropout in Tororo District. 

takeholder's efforts in reducing the problem of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

What is being done to reduce school dropout in Tororo District 

mses on what was being done to reduce school dropout in the study area include the following: 

: 4 What is being done to reduce school dropout in Tororo District 

t is being done Frequency Percentage 

>rimary education 471 71.2 

y economic empoweiment 84 12.7 

,uraging negative cultural and religious practices 55 8.3 

ting school dropouts 40 6 

ng is being done 12 1.8 

662 100 

:e: Field data 2018 

o of the respondents mentioned free primary education, 12.2% mentioned family economic empowerment, 

mentioned discouraging negative religious practices, 6% mentioned arresting school dropouts and 1.8% 

othing is being done. Responses from parents and opinion leaders equally revealed that there some efforts 

ucing the problem of school dropout in the area of study. 

~ findings suggest that a lot is to be done to help the children stay at school these include the following: 

,rimary education as one of the way of reducing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. This 

mgh Universal Primary Education program that made it compulsory for all children to be enrolled in 



rry education has also Jed to increased emolment in schools and hence has reduced on school dropout. 

ersal Primary Education (UPE), was launched in 1997 following recommendation of the education policy 

w commission (EPRC 1989) and the development of children's statute (1996). 

policy advocated for redistribution of resources in the education sector hence more resources have been 

ited to primary education for all (EFA). This policy was a move by the Government to ensure that every 

and adult alike, benefit from timeless and universal advantage of education. World bank report (2005), 

ed a commitment by the country's leadership to educate and recognition of the challenges to education. 

therefore confirms that Free Primary Education is a way of reducing on school dropout in Tororo District. 

rnr way of reducing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District according to the findings of the 

is family economic empowennent. This can be done by empowering families economically through 

1tion Wealth Creation that is helping families earn a living and be able to get their basic needs among 

1 is education of their children. The Operation Wealth Creation supplies seeds, seedlings, poultry, goat, 

cows, cassava stems and potato veins. Family economic empowerment is also done through village 

gs where people are given the opportunity to save from their earnings and at the end of the year they are 

o get some money to take their children to school and reduce on school dropout. 

e (2015), said the preventive measures suggested to reduce child dropout include economic empowennent 

ailies. This is in line with the findings of the study which shows that family economic empowerment can 

e on school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

·ding to the findings of the research, discouraging negative cultural and religious practices is another way 

lucing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. This is done by sensitizing the parents at 

gatherings like at burial places, in church, in village savings and all other similar gatherings. The None 

1lillental Organizations like World Vision, Child Fund have helped to sensitize the parents. Parents should 

,e encouraged to keep their children in school in order to reduce on school dropout. An important step 

by the Government of Tajikistan is the initiation of discussions on gender issues through the mass media 

:::EF2007), given the social- cultural constraints on children's education. This builds awareness and is an 

and convey to the public, the social and private returns of educating of educating girls. The relationship 

en the findings of the research and what was given by other scholars show that discouraging negative 

al and religious practices can reduce school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 
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ting school dropouts is another way of reducing school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

ding to the findings of the research. This can be done by the Local councils who arrest school dropouts 

1 their villages and can reduce on this problem. The community leaders together with Local council 

cities can launch an operation from home to home to net school dropouts within their areas. Parents and 

·en should be given serious warning against school dropout. The argument given by other scholars and the 

tgs of the research show that arresting school dropouts can reduce on school dropout in primary schools in 

o District. 

What else could be done to reduce the problem of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo 

ct The researcher further sought for responses on what else could be done to address the problem of school 

,ut in the study area and the findings were as follows; 

i 4.8 Responses on what else could be done to reduce the problem of school dropout in primary 

,Is in Tororo District 

t else can be done Frequency Percentage 

ised community sensitization against early sex and 155 23.4 

age 

sion of free scholastic materials 134 20.3 

laws against child labour 124 18.7 

mce and counseling to pupils 102 15.4 

h defilers 98 14.8 

ing primary schools in every village 49 7.4 

662 100 

:e: Field data 2018 

ity of the respondents (23.4) mentioned increased community sensitization against early sex and marriage, 

o mentioned provision of free scholastic materials, 18. 7% mentioned strict laws against child labour, 

o mentioned guidance and counseling to pupils and 14.8% mentioned punishing defilers. 

above findings suggest that a lot needs to be done to reduce the problem of school dropout in Tororo 

ct as follows: 

tsed community sensitization against early sex and marriage can be done to reduce on school dropout in 

o District according to the findings of the research. This can be done by the Local councils, community 

·s and religious leaders. It can be done at burial places, during church service and at other gatherings 

1 the community. An important step taken by the Government of Tajikistan is the initiation of discussions 

nder issues through the mass media (UNICEF2007), given the social- cultural constraints on children's 

tion. This builds awareness and is an effort and convey to the public, the social and private returns of 



:ating of educating girls. Therefore, the findings of the study and what was given by other scholars confirm 

community sensitization against early sex and marriage can reduce school dropout in Tororo District. 

ther thing that can be done to reduce on school dropout in Tororo District is provision of free scholastic 

:rials to the needy pupils according to the findings of the research. Materials like pens, books, pencils and 

tematical sets can be given to pupils freely to enable them stay in school. This will also help the parents 

cannot afford to buy scholastic materials to take their children to school. Out of School Survey Report 

4), gave provision of free scholastic materials as a means of reducing school dropout. This is related to the 

ngs of the study which confirm that provision of free scholastic materials can reduce on school dropout in 

ro District 

,rding to the findings of the research carried out in primary schools in Tororo District, strict laws against 

labour can reduce on school dropout. It can reduce on the number of children who work as house maids. It 

llso stop the parents from giving their children a lot of work before going to school. Children who work in 

obs to earn some money will also be limited. 

Child Labour Elimination Policy (20110), implemented various programs to reduce child labour and 

nate school dropout. This is in line with the findings of the research which confirms that strict laws against 

labour can reduce on school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

ance and counseling to pupils can also reduce on school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

·ding to the findings of the research. This can be done by parents, teachers and elders within the community 

Ip children to have good morals and therefore stay in school to avoid school dropout. Christopher (2013 ), 

hat the reason students drop out of school is low parental engagement in their children's education hence 

Jf parental guidance and counseling leading to school dropout. The findings of the study therefore together 

what was given by other scholars confirm that guidance and counseling to pupils can reduce on school 

mt in primary schools in Tororo District 

lier thing that can be done to reduce on school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District is punishing 

:rs by arresting boys and men plus women which can be done by the local councils, police, prisons and 

,trate's court. According to Nanteza (2010), the magistrate's court should be allowed to handle defilement 

in order to reduce on school dropout. Therefore, the findings of the research are in line with what was 

by other scholars which shows that punishing defilers is a way of reducing school dropout in primary 

,Is in Tororo District. 

rding to the findings of the research, building primary schools in every village can reduce on school 

,ut due to long distances to school in primary schools in Tororo District This can be done by the 

nment to help pupils who move long distances to school and reduce on school dropout. Choudhary (2015), 

hat government of India should establish schools in every village to ensure accessibility of education for 



population. The findings of the study therefore together with what was given by other scholars show that 

ing primary schools in every village reduces on school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMERY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUNSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1troduction 

chapter presents the summery of the study findings, conclusions, recommendations and areas of further 

·ch. 

1mmery of fmdings 

Social factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

were varied responses on the social factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo 

ct as follows; family conflicts, lack of parental guidance and counseling, gender inequality, moral 

.eration, negative attitudes of parents towards education, negative peer influence, early marriages and 

Jlism and drug abuse among others. This factors have greatly influenced school dropout in primary 

ls in Tororo District. 

lkonomic factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

ity of the respondents mentioned poverty, while other mentioned lack of scholastic materials, child 

:, large family size, unrealistic school demands and long distance to school as the economic factors that 

nee school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

Religious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

eligious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District included: harmful 

ms beliefs and dangerous religious practices. 

Political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

Jlitical factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District included: Inactive laws 

1001 dropout and neglect by political leaders. 
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· factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District included: poor school learning 

Jnment, inability to learn, poor teacher- parent relationship, death of parents, repeating classes, pregnancy 

)W morale amongst teachers. These factors were given by head teachers, teachers, pupils, parents and stake 

rs. 

Effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District 

, of the respondents who included: head teachers, teachers, pupils, parents and stake holders in the area of 

mentioned poverty, while others mentioned unemployment, low incomes, alcoholism and drug abuse, 

:, and missed out opportunities as the major effect of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District. 

What was being done to reduce the problem of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

mses on what was being done to reduce the problem of school dropout in the area of study included the 

ving; provision of free primary education, family economic empowerment, discouraging negative cultural 

iligious beliefs and practices and arresting school dropouts. 

istions were further given by the respondents on what else could be done to reduce the problem of school 

,ut in primary schools in Tororo District and these included the following: Increased community 

ization against early sex and marriage, provision of free scholastic materials, strict laws against child 

r, guidance and counseling to pupils, punishing defilers and building primary schools in every village. 

onclusions 

focial factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

: were many social factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District which 

led: family conflicts, lack of parental guidance and counseling, gender inequality, moral degeneration, 

ive attitude of parents towards education, negative peer influence early marriages and alcoholism and drug 
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Economic factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

: were a number of economic factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub 

ty, Tororo District which included; poverty, lack of scholastic materials, child labour, large family size, 

listic school demands and long distance to school. 

Religious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

ious factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

led; harmful religious beliefs and dangerous religious practices. 

Political factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

cal factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

led; inactive laws on school dropout and neglect by political leaders. 

factors that influence school dropout in primary schools in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

led; poor school learning environment, inability to learn, poor teacher- parent relationship, death of 

ts, repeating classes, pregnancy and low morale amongst teachers. 

Effect of school dropout on development in Tororo District 

was great effect of school dropout on community development in Rubongi Sub County, Tororo District 

included; poverty, unemployment, low incomes, alcoholism and drug use, crime and missed out 

tunities. 
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What was being done to reduce the problem of school dropout in primary schools in Tororo District 

from providing free primary education, the following were done to reduce the problem of school dropout 

imary schools in Tororo District increased community sensitization against early sex and marriage, 

,ion of free scholastic materials, strict laws against child labour, guidance and counseling to pupils, 

hing defilers, family economic empowerment, discouraging negative cultural and religious practices, 

ing school dropouts. 

Recommendations 

:ding to the above findings, the researcher makes the following recommendations to Government of 

fa and other stake holders: 

rnment should increase community sensitization against early sex and marriage. 

rnment should provide free scholastic materials to needy pupils. 

:rnment should institute strict laws against child labour. 

:rnment should discourage harmful religious beliefs and practices that lead to school dropout. 

reas for further study 

ffect of parent's level of education on the academic performance of pupils. 

)le ofUPE in girl child education. 
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APPENDIX I 

LIONNAIRE GUIDE FOR HEAD TEACHERS, TEACHERS, AND PUPILS. 

spondent, I request you to spare some time and answer these questionnaires below by ticking or filling 
sponse in the space provided. Note that this study is purely academic and the information that you give 
confidential. Thank you for your cooperation. 

: Background Information. 

Male D Female CJ 

: ll-20LJ 21-30 LJ 31-40 LJ 41-so D SO above CJ 

ital status: single CJ married D widow CJ 
1est level of education obtained: 

y CJ secondary CJ Tertiary 

.cation qualification 

CJ University CJ 

e CJ Diploma CJ Certificate CJ Others CJ 
3: Social, economic, religious and political factors that Influence school dropout in primary schools. 

1tion any social causes of school dropout in this sub- county. 

l factors Response 

.y conflicts 

of parental guidance and counseling 

tive attitude of parents towards education 

rive peer Influence 

Ll degeneration 

,marriages 

hol and drug use 

ier Inequality 

rs ( specify) 
. 
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ion any economic factors that inflnence school dropout in this sub- county. 

lnic factors Response 

f scholastic materials 

labour 

:iistance to school 

istic school demands 

y 

family size 

: 

11tion any Religious factors that influence school dropout in this sub- county. 

ions factors Response 

ful religious beliefs 

~rous religious practices 

s 

lention any Political factors that influence school dropout in this sub- county 

cal factors Response 

ve laws on school dropout 

·s 

C: Effects of school dropout on development in this sub-county. 

mtion any effects of school dropout on development in this sub-county. 

cts of school dropout Response 

:rty 
'. 

;nployment 

·Incomes 

holism and drug use 

te 

.ed out opportunities 

,rs 


