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ames Alemi used
10 sell groundnuts
on the sireets of
Koboko 1own, o
supplement his
grandmother’s
efforts 1o raise his
school fees.
“My father had gone to work
in Sudan and did not leave
upkeep for my grandmother
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+ ' . [ ] handle their cars because they
one of the most sought afier ALEMI s ADV|CE felt | had exceptional skills SKILLIMG THE YOUTH

and self-made experts in Land
Rt vehicle diagnostics and

These were my first customers
in the new place,” he says

Soon after opening his own
parage, Alemi deaded o take

repalr, manks g lhle skills he | advise everyone, especially Had | gane for that Alemi staried with 12 past in fighting unemployment
got from vocational training. the youth, not to shun economics degree, | would employees, 11 men working on by equipping the youth with
He is also a mechanic for other vocational courses. The future  probably be employed the cars and e woman wiho shalls in automative repais

Europezn vehicle brands,
auch as Volkswagen, Benz and

belongs to those with a skill
that they can exploit to earn

somewhere or still on the
street, looking for a job. With

helped him with finances and
administration. Over the years,

c. He suarted
rom all walks

and mainenz
training people

BMW. ] an income. my vocational skills, | am Kampala Range Rovers Limited  of life, both educacd and
 Alemi, the proprictor of With vocational courses, one  earning money and employing has grown In manpower, uneducated, on mechanics
i;,:_mpala Range AR(M:rsrand not only earns good money, over 20 people, as well as clientele and equipment “I train up to 30 youth every
Kampala Auio'dtagnnsllq but they are able to empioy skilling hundreds of youths. “Cars these days need year and, since 2013, over 260
&an, pas hm}ourcd w"h 4 others, hence reducing the Each of us needs to learn a modern technology, especially  have been equipped with skills
presidential visit Last year, in unemployment burden. skill, the new Land Raver and Range  that can carn them an income,

recognition of his efforts to
curb youth unemployment.
Alemi employs over 20
people at his garage and
trzins up 1o 30 with skills
in motor vehicle repair and

High School for A'level.
Despite performing well

in Allevel, Alemi opted for a

vocational course in Advanced

Centificate Automotive and

making enough moncy and
would regularly remind me
that venturing into mechanics
was worth thinking about.”

- to fulfill his dream of self-
employment.

He started out with sh3m
from his savings. Of this,
sh1.5m was paid as rent for

Rover models, plus other
European cars. Everything
is computerised. To give my
clients the best service, [ have
acquired auto-diagnostic tools,”
he says.

Client-wise, the business
has growm o over 50

We train their hands, hearts
and hcads,” Alemi says.
Mustapha Lule, the young
man famously known for
jumping from a floor on
Mabirizi Plaza in a bid to
commit suicide, is one of
the beneficiaries of Alemi's

STARTING OUT Power Engincering at Nakawa ~ OPENS OWN GARAGE three months for the space regular clients, ranging generosity. The 19-year-old,
When Alemi’s father returned Vocational Training Institute. In 2012, together with three where he would operate. The from politicians, diplomats, now in his second year, says

to Uganda in 1993, they moved
1w Kampala. Alemi joined
Shimoni Demonstration School
znd, later, Kireka Grammar
Junior School, where he sat his
Primary Leaving Examinations
in 1999. He emerged the best
pupil in Mpigi distriat, and
third in the entire country.

He proceeded to King's
College Budo, for O'level and,
then, St Lawrence Citizen's

“They had offered me
a course in economics at
Kyambogo University, but | had
no interest in il |, therefore,
opted for a vocational course,”
Alemi says.
- “l was also inspired by
my father who was running
Nigotech Garage in Ntinda,
Kampala. The garage
specialised in the repair of
Land Rover vehicles. He was

of his former classmates from
Nakawa Vocational Training
Institute, they set up a garage.
They repaired all sorts of
cars, especially Japancse

cars, which are common in
Uganda. -

A year later, Alemi did not
feel like he was in control of
his destiny, so, he opened his
own garage - Kampala Range
Rover Lad in Najjera, Kampala

rest of the money went intg
fencing off the place with iron
sheets, acquiring some basic
tools and sctting up a small
office on the premises.

“By the time I left my
father's workshop, I had 15
permanent customers who

husinessmen and corporate
leaders. On average, Alemi
works on about 10 new first-
time clicnts every month,
which is considerable grawah.
In addition, he gets regular
and repeat business from
expatnates, stafl of the British

the sky is now the limit

“I had taally lost hope, but
I am now buzzing with energy
and | have dreams. Alemi has
counselled me and given me
hope. | now want to set up my
owm garage and a spare parts
shop,” Lule says
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Govommﬂ we wlil train v::r- We are located at Kakeeka-Mengo near Super FM: Tel: 0772336883 / 0772483434 / 0701639440
people and Inspire those w
~_shun such kinds of jobs. We www.bribte.ac.ug email: bribtemengo@yahoo.com
want to impact lives of as many ) i
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