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Blind teacher wants t
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IBCAINE bi;mj 7t f:'u,
years following 3 measles
atiack but 49-year-old
Francis Silver Oonyy, 4
teacher of History has not
et :’)""x':’l‘;"" hold hack his
potential In fact M)ng/

he will be receiving the
'/;"f“" I”f‘f:‘”lahuh‘o" (',1)(,!;
Alumini Achievermnent
Eward, 2019 in

Pens Sytvania, the third in
the awards he has 50 far
received in recognition for

his work
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wen Prandis Silver Oonyu
ks dout starting an
nchusive university foy

spucial needs students in his home
villaye of Opuchets by 2040, one
canpen fedy s join hirn in envis
Mg this Dig drearn but he is stan
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4 in June 1979, Oony
o Madars ool for (he Blind
o with the reet, | 1arted
“f yyer, e ving braily: And
- sy w5 Ny spud worit g
M J1i 1984, e ot VLE ermer )1V
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AWARDS/PLANS

Awards, Oonyu is the winner
ot The Chesler Award of the
University of Pittsburgh 2011,
15 won The Ford Internationsl
Fellgwshiy Programine Global
awird, 2019 and was selected
for the Sheth Intermational
foung Alumni Achlevement
Award, 2019 which he will be
feceiving in Pennsylvania todsy.

Future plans, He plans to put
up a small hesith unit to cater
for the health nesds of special
nesds children in fact it s
already underway Ho believes
that in the next thies-four years,
he will have a vocstionsl school,
and secondary school for special
nesds students He also plans 1o
hays 3 teacher teaining college
for specisl nesds sducation
wihich he will eventually tun
imo Opuchets niversity by
2040
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THE YEAR OONYU STARTED
HIS TEACHING CAREER AT
AMURIA SECONDARY SCHOOL.
HE SAYS FELLOW TEACHERS
WOULD HELP HIM MARK THE
ASSIGNMENTS

n 1998 despite Alice Lakwena conflict
thast beft the schools in the ares with
ot teachers

1 performed well and was admitted

s trecomgdary School, Annex for

iy U say

Because of wchool fees, he could not
afford yuining the sehool. The fees yas
Shedsnn)

Varler while at Madera, Oonyu had
A Dr Kenth Wardens who was do
g charity work at the schools and
the two becaine friends, This was the
vemson Oonyu contacted bim for help
thieough o letior when everything el
e tried 10 1 school fees falled, And

s Wasedens carme through

ot U had alrendy missed one yeur
at et Ve s f Just jolned Senior 517
J psered with two Principal Passes
and yoined Nutional Teacher’s Col
Jegr, Kol | gesduated in 1994 with
# Iiglensin n Raduention [ History and
Raligionis ot idlies | 7

He was posted 10 Amuris Second
ary Schoot i 1995, “Behool was ot
whant you know today. Then, learning

tartod ot Tpm wnd ended ot 3pm. A
ent 1t e was our staffroom and
o very old woman was our tes gir),”

spend the next one year in UK studying for s Master of Arts in Special
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he says. “The students
stones and at the time
ever seen a blind man teg,
blind would be at home. |y
But since I needed a job, | |
tion,” Oonyu recalls with

Luckily, the subjects Ooy,
were interesting and his sty
inkeeping the students inte,
the subject.

“Tused to listen to BBC Ry
would update my students
latest developments in tl
before introducing my topi
of them would help me write
blackboard. Twould braille iy,
and do the scheme of work t};,
before.Iwould dictate notes, piy.
signments which my teacher fri
would help me mark. Throug}, (
lective efforts, I was able to ey
says Oonyu.

Unfortunately in 2003, the |,
Resistance Army struck Sorot; ¢
ing the school and Oonyu with not
ing. It was then that he asked o,
transfer, and was posted to Kam
Senior Secondary School in Sere
District.

stuadies

Between 1999 and 2002, 0o
studied foraBachelor’s in Educ
at Makerere University on long
tance learning with the help of |
Foundation.

In 2008, he learned about ar
opportunity by the Associa
Higher Education and Develo
to further studies and he app

He was later selected to
University of Pittsburgh, Penns
niain the US for a Master’s
Studies for 29 months. He ret
in 2012 as a braille specialist

With this special skil
posted to Madera Schoo
Blind where he taught It
blind, braille and History

“I was not contented b
knew there were visuall
people who could
school.” He dea
the communit
started SMILE with pres
primary section. With
tees, a child can get the
necessary for uniockin
The school has 121
200 pupils sa far

The Ohevening scholarshy
"My friends encour

ply for the Cheven

Fhe process was lo

lot of writing but I passc

through to the last leve

Tosearch the inte
the ICT skills he gaine
master’s. “ use an aud
on my computer: some
talking computer. 1 int
the computer using my
like vou do with your eyes. ¢
tew people can beat me on key
skills,” he explains

Qonyu is toining the Unive
of Leeds, UK tor a Master of A
Special Needs Education

“Thope to read very hard, deve
my research skills because | X
that the next course of stud
mostly on research. | plan to n
many friends and then come back
carry on the dream of realising i
chete University," the teacher s41°




