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Open university ~ comes
wilh immense benefits. It is
much cheaper to establish
since no elaborate physical
infrastructure  is  required.
A few lecturers can handle
thousands of students and has
the potential to substantially
increase access 10 university
education since its tuition is
substantially low.

The impact conference under
the theme, Extending the
frontiers of access to higher
education in Africa: strategies
for leveraging international
open and disiance learning
programmes, is  expected
o bring together key
stakeholders to collectively
review the  international
dimensions of Open Distance
Leamning (ODL) in Africa.
“The conference is expected
to promote international ODL
to new potential beneficiaries
in Africa and assess how
inemational ODL  can
more strongly contribute to
developing a  dynamically
growing  Africa, especially
in light of the UN's SDG 4
(quality education for all) and
associated SDGs by 2030,”
Dr Charles Mbalyohere, one
(s’;{ktihe conference organisers,

How open university works
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A student studying online. Uganda is
yet to set up an open public university

infrastructure as it is for
the traditional universities,
students just come for shon
periods and go. Resources for
teaching are the key and it is
the teaching staff that monitor
the quality of materials
produced and the resources
for teaching.

Once they have been
developed, they are self-
instructional materials, hence
limiting on the number of
teaching staff required.

The technical infrastructure
depends on the mode of
delivery and right now, online
is the popular mode.

This can be done on a
number of platforms, including
mobile devices, but if the
constituency you are atiending
to is economically challenged,
you may have to set up centres
where students can come and
access the materials.

Despite  the
benefits  that come with
distance learning, Jganda
is yet to open 2 public open
university.

The idea was

abundant

first brought

to the fore in the mid-1990s
and since then, stakeholders
in ODL have been pushing for
the opening of @ public open
university with little success-

According 10 sources, Prof
Abel Rwendeire was quite
passionate about the idea
of an open university while
serving as higher education
state minister in the late 1990s
He reportedly even set up a
committee to put together all
that was needed w stant one.
Unfortunately, Rwendeire was
dropped from the education
docket before the idea
materialised.

Prof. Jessica Norah Aguy,
the director of the Institute of
Open, Distance and e-learning
at Makerere University and
one of the proponents of 2
public open university, argued
that for Uganda 1o leapfrog
o the much-necded middle
income, there is need 10
increase access 1o university
education and key to this is the
starting of a government open
university.

“The entire country 15
currently talking about Vision
2040, where we expect 10
become a4 middle income

country, but we may fail 10
achieve this precious Larget if
the cohorts entering university
are stll below 10%,” Aguti
said.

“To achieve middle income
status, we need 4 huge number

they

The initial costs may
be high, but in the
long-run, it becomes
extremely cl;zor 1o
run an open ersity.
It is something that can
easily be implemented
If the Government
prioritised it,” he sald.

Dr John Muyingo, the
higher education state
minister, concurred with

the proponents, saying

of university graduates that
can engineer transformation
and one of the ways to achieve
this is by providing affordzble
and  accessible  university
education,” Aguti said

The 2014 Population znd
Housing Census revealed that
of the 1o1a) population in the
20-24 age whonts relevam
for panicipating in  higher
education, only 9.4% attend
university.

Even then, Aguti said, open
universities normally utilise 2
Jot of blended methodologies
by integrating technology,
face-to-lace  and work
experiences — things  that
do not normally happen in a
traditional university.

distance leaming has the
potemial 1o bring in 2 kol more
of the 2151 contury skills suck
45 IMproving Communication
ephancing wollahoratior
promating independ
learning, problem-solving and
skills, which the marketplace
is looking for,” Aguti said

She added that even the
Education White Paper talks
about the establishment of an
open and distance education
university for purposes of
increasing  access, but the
issue has since been shelved
and is now gathering dust

Maoses Okello, 3 leaurer =
the faculty of ICT at Kyambogo
University, said an opeo

— CEETTRE e s sen o I

s derailing establishment
of @ public open university?

»

T R g
aans b valesny el
4 ,W
Ve seof & wGNEESH)
barbiaind gty w lorsg
QI Ao gy sMerssly
Pl A MAK ATy
[T P R
anrags sudouts o Al ey
e word " ety sad

§e bt tos to S o
sl tal i ooty dlleisg
somme  duoplics 8 sy
Ugandian aaversilie:  Cailn)
s an OD). sivvensny

S v st st s e Sy
Bes mmade 0 SUUCASENY L
prevetise e Valebond L
wfacr Cleswrs
oy, a8 G DE Qe
U nags wrppa s
asywingre in e worid” die
sard

Erampins eitawiers
Samnyw oied for cramge of
Janzans tha estalsin? %
Oprn Unpoersoy of Tty
15 1994 and v became G few
urversmy w Eas Alnce w fullly
ofler educatond prop s
on opun aad AaaTce Ry
mote.  Caren the O
Universisy o Tawass iug
more swdents ey G %
A the oty umrerste:
Tanrama

Vi dow noed v leam kos
the expenences of Souts Az
The Universtty of Soute Aftes
1s delined 75 2 Satgz RYCrEny
withs gver 480,000 ssudeass. ko
essence, B hzs smoze studenss

thas 2 swdems in Ugandas
versities g topefir”
ey 4G,

Aoprding W e 2014

Nationd Popuiation Ceonms
180000 suudents were enrdlie”
in Ugandan veiversmies ¢
2 fuher 59000 o o
enrolied i ofer iusl
higher lezeming, mak,
of 245000 sudents e

n higher educaion

Sz

Open Sistance learning

P

woammpiessly

jn 199] the Mareren
y ' Al “0’5\'. <
reveve B The

e saned wth W

cousses and (he Gomand wa
overwhelmung.” he added



