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MAK commissions
construction of
sh2.4b facility

By Agnes MHantambi

Makerere  University  bas started g,
construction of @ sh2 4b lecture thearg g,
plant breeders

Ihe factlity, funded By the Workd Bayg
is being comstrucied under the | ”"W'“!i
fegional Centre for Crop Improvemeny
(MalRCCD project The project iraig,
masters and doctoral stodents in play
breeding  through use  of - scientfc
assessment and mampulation 1o preduge
better crop  varietes, which are high
yielding and respond well 1 climate ang
disease challenges and Improve mutritional
canten!

The wiee-chancellon. Frol  Barnala
Nawangwe, while officialing  ar  the
hreaking-of the-ground cetemany al the
University Agrculiure Research Instite
Kabanyor (MUARIE),  advised  the
researchers 1o refocus thetr minds on
things which can impact the country

Nawangwe, who also umveiled @ new
generator worth  sh73m,  procured by
the same project, applauded the college
of agriculiure for maintaining a8 high
sandard in research, saying it wis the
second most research- intensive college in
Makerere

“As a college, you have a huge
responsibility 1o ensure thal @ ot of
innovations are cmbraced o realise
sustainable supply of food to the Afncan
continent,” he said

Makerere  University 1s among  the
beneficiaries of the World Bank loan
extended 1o the Governmen! under the
ACE 1l Project, aimed at promoting reglonal
specialisation  among  panicipating
universities 1o deliver high guality training
and research

Nawangwe applauded the MaRCU
project director for applying for funds
from the World Bank, saying it has helped
Makerere remain a research-intensive
university
He urged the parfiameniary commitice
on research o visit the different research
projects in the umiversily, rather than
sitting in Parliament and allocate funds for
research on the basis of no work done.
Nawangwe also challenged the media
1 desist from focusing on only negative
reporting
dMakerere 18 your premier UnIVersity,
the best black university in the world, you
should understand that and protea it Do
not always look out for news thal destroys
it, we are jusi serving this greal university
for a time, but we wanl 1o leave it better
than we found it,” he said
The agricullure college  principal
Prof Bemard Bashaasha, applauded
Nawangwe lor being supportive of the
wollege
He said MaRCCl is moving the university
forward in training, research, publications,
innovations and outreach.

“MaRCCI contributes w0
imernationalisation, with 400 of the
students enrolled being foreigners. This
has hoosted visibility, teaching capacity
and infrastruclure of the  university,
Bashaasha said.

The dean of the School of Agricultural
Sciences, Dr Blasio Senttumba Mukasa,
reiteraled that ow of the 14 graduate
programmes offered at the school, w0
regional programmes (MSc plant breeding
and seed systems and Phd plant breeding
and biotechnology, are associated wit
JaCCT project

IThe centre  director,  Dr Richard
Edema, said it has recorded a numbet
of  achievements by (nvesting 11
infrastructure, raining and research
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