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Definition of terms

:ademic performance: How children do in school either good or bad. This includes coping

th the environment of the.school and interactions with other children.

arly Childhood Development (ECD) is the term used in Kenya to refer to the area of
scipline that concerns the care, development and learning of young children of ages 0+-5+
ars.

CD is under the responsibility of the Ministry of Education,

sience and Technology, and consists of the following major services: Nursery School, Pre-Unit

lass Kindergarten, Day Nursery, Playgroup, Madrassa and Home- Based Care Centre.

arly Childhood Development (ECD) Centre is a generic term for various early childhood
srvices provided under the framework of

CD, including those mentioned above.

arly childhood services In this report, the term early childhood services refers to all types of
ormal, non-formal and informal early childhood care and/or education services catering for

hildren from O+ to 5+ years old and/or their parents.




Acronyms

CD: Early childhood education

CDE: Early Childhood Education

PE: Free Primary Education

NESCO: United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organization.

NICEF: United Nations Children’s Fund
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Abstract

he major purpose of the study was to determine the impact of Free Primary Education on Early
hildhood Education in Owimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya. The specific
hiectives of the study were to; investigate the Impact of free primary education on the
wrollment of early childhood, to determine the Impact of free primary education on the quality
fteachers of early childhood education and to asses the Impact of free primary education on
wsource allocation to early childhood education, The study revealed that; Parents are
ithdrawing their children from early child because of free primary education, Because of free
rimary education resource allocation to early childhood has decrea sed, Government has
moved early childhood education to take care of the large number of free primary education
nd Parents want early childhood education like primary be made free. The study revealed that
rere are no enough teachers in ECD Centers, it also revealed that it is the parents and the
=hool that pay the teachers in ECD Centers and also the introduction of free primary education
as recuced the salary of teachers.

he study revealed that ECD Centers do not have enough class rooms, they do not have enough
raching materials and free primary education has affected the allocation of resources.. It also
zvealed that the government does not visit ECD Centers regular as the case with primary

zhool.

he government should allocate more resources in ECD Centers

he government should provide ECD Centers with the learning resources

here is need to design curriculum that is suitable for young children

X1




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

.1. Background of the Study

Jver the past decade several countries in sub-Saharan Africa have abolished primary school
uition fees typically as part of renewed attempts to resurrect their education systems which have
>eenn in decline, and even suffering reduced enrolments afier the initial growth following
ndependence (UNESCO 2006). Whereas in the eighties and early to mid-nineties, cost-
sharing had been a policy promoted by international financial institutions such as the World
3ank, the direct (and indirect) costs to parents of their children’s education became obstacles to
heir  attendance and continued enrolment. The inability of parents to afford such costs fell on

zirls disproportionately, typically being the first to be pulled out or allowed to drop out of school
(UNESCO 2006).

fn 2003 Kenya followed its neighbors Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda and Malawi in introducing
free and compulsory primary education for all, the response from the public as well as
international donors was overwhelming. Within the first few weeks more than 1.3 million new
students were enrolled. Those who had previously not been able to send their children to school

rushed to the school gates and the trend has continued ever since (UNESCO 2006).

The numbers speak for themselves, UNICEF figures show that by 2006, the number of children
enrolled in Kenya's 18,000 primary schools had doubled, and that now almost 80 percent of girls
and boys are enrolled. (UNICEF 2006) And according to UN Development Programime figures,
the overall literacy rate has shot up to 74 percent Abagi, O.1997

Free Primary Education (FPE), introduced in Kenya enabled 1.3 million poor children to benefit
from Primary Education for the first time through the abolishment of fees and levies for tuition.
Though intended to boost Primary Education, FPE has had consequences in other areas of
Education, including early childhood development (ECD) (UNESCO 2006). It is upon this

background that the study was undertaken.




.2 Statement of the Problem

ree Primary Education helped children from poor families’ access education that they could not
fford. However introduction of free primary education had an effect on the most important stage
1 a child’s life which is early childhood education in a way that enrollment decreased and the
uality of early childhood education was jeopardized. Early childhood education is the
yundation for education and therefore needs attention and hence need for the study.

3. Objectives of the Study

reneral: Determine the Impact of Free Primary Education on Early Childhood Education in

ywimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya.

pecific: The study sought to
1. Investigate the Impact of free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood

Education in Owimbi Zone, Rarieda District, Kenya.
2. Determine the Impact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early

childhood education in Owimbi Zone, Rarieda District, Kenya.
3. Asses the Impact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood

education in Owimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya.

1.4. Research questions

1. What is the Impact of free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood

Education in Owimbi Zone, Rarieda District, Kenya?

2. What is the Impact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood

education in Owimbi Zone, Rarieda District, Kenya?

3. What is the Impact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood

education in Owimbi Zone, Rarieda District, Kenya?

.5 Scope of the study
he study was carried in Owimbi zone Rarieda District, Kenya. Rarieda formerly known as

arierda constituency is a new district created from Bondo district it is located in Nyanza

rovince. The objective of the study was to investigate the Impact of Free Primary Education on




arly Childhood Education in regards to, enrollment, the quality of teachers of early childhood
jucation and resource allocation to early childhood education. The study was carried out

stween January 2009 and August 2009
6 Significance of the study

ae study will benefit the policy makers to make policies that include early childhood education

regards to the impact of free primary education has had on it.

inistry of education to take into consideration the importance of early childhood education and

nce increase resource allocation and make sure it makes effective supervision.

rents will understand the importance of early childhood education and hence enroll them

‘her than withdrawing them.




CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

[ntroduction
“his chapter reviews the literature that is related to the study. It focuses on the impact of free

rimary education on early childhood education.

mpact of free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood

since the implementation of FPE, poor parents are choosing to withdraw their children from
{CD Centers and/or keep them at home until they reach the age of primary schoolentry.  They
efuse to pay the fees for ECD on the grounds that ECD, like primary education, should be free,
UNESCO 2006).

Zvery child deserves a chance to get the best start in life possible. The first five years of life are
rritical to a child's development and lifetime success. Kess P (2005). Eighty-five percent of
yrain development occurs by the age of 5. By 3, children develop most of their capacity to

icquire vocabulary, which is the foundation for literacy. (Robert H.2002)

According to research by the Committee for Economic Development, investing in early
shildhood education is one of the most promising ways to strengthen a nation's economic

sosition. Such investments help children develop social, emotional and academic foundations

‘hroughout life Anon. (2003).

The early care and education industry is economically important—often much larger in terms of
employees and revenues than other industries that receive considerable government attention and
investment, Failing to invest sufficiently in quality early care and education shortchanges
taxpayers because the return on investment is greater than many other economic development
options, Access to available and affordable choices of early childhood learning programs helps
working parents fulfill their responsibilities. (UNESCO, 2004)

Economics draw attention to studies pointing out the importance of early childhood, pre-

kindergarten, education in development of cognitive and non-cognitive (perseverance,




1otivation, risk-aversion, time-preference, self-esteem, self-control etc) skills that are critical in

ifluencing later day outcomes. Roupnarine J.L. (1996)

mpact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood

ducation
iecreased enrolments have meant reduced salaries for ECD teachers. In Kenya, ECD teachers’
ilaries are in counterparts in primary schools who are paid by the government according to an

fficial teacher salary scale. (UNESCQ 2006).

1 ECD Centers, parental fees are paid in proportion to the number of children one enrolls and
re mostly, if not entirely, used to cover teachers’ salaries. Thus, the level of teachers’
smuneration depends on the total number of children enrolled as well as parents’ ability to pay
zes. As a result, the reduced number of ECD enrolments brought about by FPE has been a blow

> teachers, whose remuneration was meager and unstable already before the introduction of

PE. (UNESCO 20006).

\ teacher who does not have both the academic and the professional teacher qualification would
ndoubtedly have a negative influence on the teaching and learning of his/her subject. Myra
juidelines for training of early childhood development trainers in Kenya. (2001. However, a
zacher who is academically and professionally qualified, but works under unfavorable
onditions of service would be less dedicated to his work and thus be less productive than a

eacher who is unqualified but works under favorable conditions of service (UNESCO, 2004).

Another factor is motivation. A highly motivated person puts in the maximum effort in his or her
ob. Ministry of Education Science and Technology, 2003) several factors produce motivation
ind job satisfaction. Lack of motivation and professional commitment produce poor attendance

nd unprofessional attitudes towards students which in turn affect the performance of students

icademically (Lockheed, M. et. al. 1991).




/ith parents increasingly reluctant to pay for ECD, FPE has made it even more difficult to
obilize resources from parents for ECD. Cases of increased job insecurity and ECD Centre

osures are on the rise, particularly in poor communities.

mpact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood

ducation

‘PE has also had unintended consequences for ECD in terms of resource allocation. ECD
assrooms set up on the premises of public primary schools have been shut down in order
» accornmodate the surge of enrolment in primary education sparked by FPE. In some cases,
CD children and teachers must put up with reduced space; in others wards, they have been

wved to the worst classrooms on the premises. (UNESCO 20006).

esearch shows that overcrowding causes a variety of problems and the findings indicate that
udents in overcrowded schools and classrooms do not score as high on achievement tests as
udents in non-overcrowded schools and classrooms. Corcoran et al. (1988) reported that
vercrowding resulted in a high rate of absenteeism among teachers and students. For the

eachers overcrowding results in stressful and unpleasant working conditions.

wvercrowded schools and classes are noisier, and create more non-instructional duties and

aperwork, and that, without question, they inhibit teaching and learning.” Rivera-Batiz and

farti (1995)

wecording to Ayres, Patti. (1999), There is a relationship between the availability of nursery
:arning materials and enroliment of pupils. Instructional materials are useful in a away that
hildren are able to understand what they are being taught and it helps them enjoy what they are
eing taught and therefore will enjoy school and retention is high and also increases enrollment.
Jowever facilities and instructional materials for nursery schools are not only inadequate but

Iso vary often inappropriate or unsuitable. ADRIANA (2000)




\t the district level, inspection and supervision of ECD Centers, some of which is carried
t by the district-based zonal inspectors of schools, have reportedly become less frequent.
nstructed by the government to closely monitor the progress of FPE, the zonal inspectors
re spending more time visiting primary schools, leaving little room for work with ECD Centers.

Ainistry of Education Science and Technology (2003)

\ccording to Early childhood development teacher’s in-service education syllabus. (2000
ffective supervision of instruction can improve the quality of teaching and learning in the
lassroom. Academic performance was better in private schools than public schools because of

101e effective supervision of work.




~onceptual frame work

Impact of free primary education on early childhood education

Free primary
education
-Poor
performance
[mpact
P ~Lack of a
v
?;g;gﬁdh%d .| Resource allocation basic
Decreased enrolment P .
foundation
Decreased number of
teachers -poor quality
of education

'he above figure illustrates that the introduction of free primary education has had an impact on
arly childhood education in regards to resource allocation, decreased enroliment and decreased
umber of teachers which in turn has led to poor performance of early childhood, lack of a basic

oundation which is early childhood education and poor quality of education




CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

This chapter details the methods the researcher used to collect data.

3.1 Research Design

The research was p resented in both qualitative and quantitative design. Qualitative design
helped the researcher get a deeper meaning of the study while quantitative helped in analyzing
the numbers that were involved in the study. Primary data was collected through both structured

and unstructured interviews. National and international documents were consulted.

3.2. Organization of the study

3.2.1. Area of study

The study was conducted in Owimbi zone Rarieda District, Kenya. The case study was selected
because that is where the researcher lives and therefore it made it easy to get information from
the respondents. The costs of research were also reduced that is the researcher needed to take a

few trips.

3.2.2 Study population.
The study involved teachers and community members including parents. Parents were important
for the study to know whether free primary education has changed their attitude towards Early

childhood education.

3.2.3. Sample size

20 community members were expected to participate in the study, 10 schools were selected to
participate in the study, and three teachers from each school were expected to participate in the

study.

3.2.4. Sampling technique

The teachers were selected using simple random sampling. With the help of local leaders the

community members were selected purposively.




3.3 Research instruments
Questionnaires were used to extract information from teachers AND Focus group discussion

(5’2 st
were used to get infonnatioarz,\community members. Observation method was also used on the

:hildren who did not attend school.

}.4. Reliability of instruments
Juestionnaires helped to get information from teachers in a short period of time since they were

nany, and focus group discussions helped get information form community members who did

10t understand English.

.5. Data Collection Procedures

\ letter of introduction from the institute of continuing education was sent to facilitate in the data
ollection exercise. The letter was handed to the head teacher before Questionnaires were
istributed to teachers and to local leaders before focus group discussions were held with the
ommunity members. The data collected was sorted and categorized after which it was analyzed.

‘he conclusions and recommendations were made.

.6. Methods of data analysis

lata analysis was done using SPSS (Statistical Package For The Social Scientists)- for the
luantitative data. Quantitative data was analyzed to generated information about the impact of
ee primary education on early childhood education. Data was tabulated using frequency counts

1d percentages.

ualitative data was analyzed basing on the items derived from the objectives of the study. The

formation got was used to supplement and complement what was derived from quantitative

ita.

10




limitations and delimitations

major problem was financial as the researcher had to go to different schools and this

sired transport costs, lunch among others. But the researcher tried to minimize the little she

to fit the budget.

ne respondents expected payment for their time spent when being interviewed or filling the
:stionnaire failure to which they willingly refused to deliver the information relevant to the
dy.

me respondents were suspicious of the researcher thinking that she was a spy and hence

used to give information that was relevant to the study. But he tried to explain to them that the

1dy was for academic purpose and hence they gave her the required information

11




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

0. Introduction
his chapter is a presentation, discussion of the findings. The results are presented inform of

bles, frequency counts and percentages. This chapter focuses on “the Impact of Free Primary
ducation on Early Childhood Education in Owimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District,
enya. The specific objectives of the study were to; investigate the Impact of free primary
lucation on the enrollment of early childhood, to determine the Impact of free primary
lucation on the quality of teachers of early childhood education and to asses the Impact of free
rimary education on resource allocation to early childhood education

1. Profile of the respondents

‘able 4.1: Shows the profile of the respondents.

‘espondents Frequency {fo) Percentage (%)
ex

lale 17 57
emale 13 43
“otal 30 100
ge

8-25 yrs 6 20
6-35 yrs 17 57
6 and above 7 23
“otal 30 100
\cademic level

certificate 5 17
diploma 10 33
Jegree 15 50
[otal 30 100

source field data

12




“hirty (30) questionnaires were distributed to the teachers and all the 30 were filled and returned

his therefore represents 100 % of the total number of questionnaires that were distributed.

‘he study covered 30 randomly selected teachers of whom 17 (57%) were male and 13 (43%)

vere female

"he age category of the respondents was divided in three groups that is 18-25 were 6 which
epresents (20%), 26-35 yrs were 17 (5§7%) and 36 years and above were 7 representing (23%)

»f the respondents.

[he academic leve] of the respondents was divided in three categories that is certificate, diploma

md degree. 5(17%) of the respondents had certificates, 10{33%) had diploma and 15(50%) were
of degree level.

[he interviews were held with community members in the language that they understood.
1.2. Impact of free primary education on the enroliment of early childhood education

The first research objective was to investigate determine the impact of free primary education on
‘he enrollment of early childhood education. To achieve this, respondents were asked questions
celated to the objective. Data collected was analyzed under the question: What is the impact of

free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood education? The results are presented
in the subsections below;
4.2.1 Free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood

The respondents were asked their level of enrolment in early childhood since the introduction of

free primary education and their response was as below




Table 4.2: Response on the enrolment rate

Response Frequency Percentage
digh 5 17
vioderate 5 50
LOW 10 33
Cotal 30 100
source field data 2009

“hart 4.2: Response on the enrolment rate

' Moderate

" Response B

[he table and chart indicates that 5(17%) of the respondents revealed that their school enrolment
vas low, 15(50%) was moderate and 10(33%) of the respondents said the enrolment was low.

[his means that FPE has affected the enrollment of pupils in ECD Centers.

14




2.2 Parents have withdrawn their children from early childhood
‘he respondents were asked whether since the implementation of free primary education parents

iave withdrawn their children from early childhood education and below were their response

Cable 4.3: Response on whether parents are withdrawing their children

lesponse Frequency Percentage
strongly agree 10 33
Agree 11 37
strongly disagree 4 i3
Jisagree 17
Cotal 30 100
source field data 2009

I'he table and chart above shows that 10(33%) of the respondents strongly agreed that Parents
wre withdrawing their children from early child because of free primary education, 11(37%)

agreed while 4(13%) strongly disagreed and 5(17%) of the respondents disagreed.

The parents revealed that since they are poor and can not afford to pay school fess and other

requirements in ECD Centers, they choose to take their children to FPE other than to leave them

at home. The parents need education in ECD Centers to be free too,

One community member narrated that

“ I can not leave free education and take my children where they

.......................

pay school fees.............oo *” (Participant community member)

Since the implementation of FPE, poor parents are choosing to withdraw their children from
ECD Centers and/or keep them at home until they reach the age of primary schoolentry.  They

refuse to pay the fees for ECD on the grounds that ECD, like primary education, should be free.

(UNESCO 2006)

15




3 Early childhood education should be made free

-respondents were asked whether they have had parents complaining to that early childhood

cation be made free like primary education and this was their response

sle 4.4: Response on whether parents are complaining that early childhood education

uld be made free

sponse Frequency Percentage
5 17 56
8 27
1 sure 5 17
tal 30 100

urce field data 2009

1art 4.4: Response on whether parents are complaining that early childhood education

ould be made free

Moderate

Response

he table above shows that 17(56%) of the respondents strongly agreed that they have had
arents complaining to that early childhood education be made free like primary education,

(27%) disagreed while 5(17%) of the respondents wee not sure. The teachers revealed that they

16
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ave had many parents asking them that why is early childhood education not be free like

rimary education.

'he community members revealed that they want early childhood education to be free so as to
elp poor parents also enroll their children in ECD Centers. They see early childhood education

s for those who are rich yet the poor also want fo take their children because it is the firm

oundation for the future.

\ccording to (Robert H.2002), Every child deserves a chance to get the best start in life possible.
“he first five years of life are critical to a child's development and lifetime success. Eighty-five
ercent of brain development occurs by the age of 5. By 3, children develop most of their

:apacity to acquire vocabulary, which is the foundation for literacy.
L2.4 Free primary education has affected the enroilment of early childhood education

['he respondents were asked whether free primary education has affected the enrollment of early

shildhood education and this was their response

[able 4.5: Response on whether free primary education has affected the enrollment of

:arly childhood education

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 20 67

No 7 23
Not sure 3 10
Total 30 100
Source field data 2009

The table above shows that 20(67%) of the respondents agreed that free primary education has

affected the enrollment of early childhood education, 7(23%) disagreed while 3(10%) of the

respondents were not sure.

The study established that ever since the introduction of free primary education, parents are

withdrawing their children from ECD Centers to FPE. This has affected the enrolment in early
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hildhood education centers. This is because some parents are poor and can not afford to enroll

heir children in ECD Centers.

3 Impact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood

ducation

“he second research objective was to investigate the impact of free primary education on the
uality of teachers of early childhood education. To achieve this, respondents were asked
uestions related to the objective. Data collected was analyzed under the question: What are the
mpacts of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood education? The

esults are presented in the subsections below;
3.1 Enough teachers in early childhood

“he respondents were asked whether they have enough teachers in early childhood and this was

heir response

(able 4.6: Response on whether there are enough teachers in early childhood

lesponse Frequency Percentage
fes 10 33

No 20 67

Not sure - -
[otal 30 100
source field data 2009

[he table indicates that 10(33%) of the respondents agreed that they have enough teachers in
sarly childhood while 20(67%) of the respondents disagreed. The study revealed that some early

shildhood centers have no enough teachers.

The community members established that some ECD Centers have encugh teachers because they

yay them well and provide them with allowances wile others who do not pay do not have

eachers.
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.2 Free primary education has reduced teacher’s salary

s respondents were asked whether free primary education has reduced teacher’s salary and

3 was their response

ble 4.7: Response on whether free primary education has reduced teacher’s salary

sponse Frequency Percentage
s 20 67

l 7 23

it sure 3 10

tal 30 100
urce field data 2009

e table above shows that 20(67%) of the respondents agreed that free primary education has
juced teacher’s salary, 7(23%) disagreed while 3(10%) of the respondents were not sure.

ie community members revealed that with the introduction of FPE, many parents have
thdrawn their children from ECD Centers to free education leading to low enrolment of

ildren. There fore if the enrolment is low, the fees collected will as well be low hence low

laries will be paid to teachers.

ccording to (UNESCO 2006), Decreased enrolments have meant reduced salaries for ECD
achers. In Kenya, ECD teachers’ salaries are in counterparts in primary schools who are paid

y the government according to an official teacher salary scale.

1 ECD Centers, parental fees are paid in proportion to the number of children one enrolls and
re mostly, if not entirely, used to cover teachers’ salaries. Thus, the level of teachers’

smuneration depends on the total number of children enrolled as well as parents’ ability to pay
ses. As a result, the reduced number of ECD enrolments brought about by FPE has been a blow

) teachers, whose remuneration was meagre and unstable already before the introduction of

PE. (UNESCO 2000).
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$.3.3 Who pays for the salaries?

T'he respondents were asked who pays for their salaries and this was their response

T'able 4.8: Response on who pays for the teachers salaries

Response Frequency Percentage
Government -

Parents 22 74
School 8 26
Total 30 100
Source field data 2009

The table above shows that 22(74%) of the respondents revealed that it is the parents who pay
for their salaries, while 8(26%) of the respondents said it is the school. This means that the

government is not responsible for teachers of ECD Centers.

The community members too revealed that it is the fees they pay that the school pays to the

teachers. There fore if children pay in time, teachers can also be paid in time.

In ECD Centres, parental fees are paid in proportion to the number of children one enrols and are
mostly, if not entirely, used to cover teachers’ salaries. Thus, the level of teachers’

remuneration depends on the total number of children enrolled as well as parents’ ability to pay
fees. As a result, the reduced number of ECD enrolments brought about by FPE has been a blow

to teachers, whose remuneration was meagre and unstable already before the introduction of

FPE. (UNESCO 2006).

4.4 Impact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood education

The third research objective was to investigate the impact of free primary education on resource
allocation to early childhood education. To achieve this, respondents were asked questions
related to the objective. Data collected was analyzed under the question: What are the impacts of

free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood education? The results are

presented in the subsections below;
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.4.1 Early childhood have enough class rooms
‘he respondents were asked whether early childhood learners have enough class rooms and

relow were their response.

Cable 4.9: Response on whether early childhood learners have enough class rooms

lesponse Frequency Percentage
(es 13 e

Jo 17 56
“otal 30 o 100

source field data 2009

Chart 4.9: Response on whether early childhood learners have enough class rooms

Response

According to the table 13(44%) of the respondents agreed that early childhood learners have

enough class rooms and 17(56%) disagreed. Many teachers revealed that the classes they have

are not enough to accommodate the children.
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community members also revealed that in many ECD Centers, children do not have enough
s room where they study from. This affects their studies because they can not understand

| when they are taught in such a crowded environment.

:ording to (UNESCO 2006), FPE has also had unintended consequences for ECD in terms of
urce allocation. ECD classrooms set up onthe premises of public primary schools have
n shut down in order to accommodate the surge of enrolment in primary education sparked by
3. In some cases, ECD children and teachers must put up with reduced space; in others wards,

y have been moved to the worst classrooms on the premises and churches.

search shows that overcrowding causes a variety of problems and the findings indicate that
dents in overcrowded schools and classrooms do not score as high on achievement tests as
dents in non-overcrowded schools and classrooms. Corcoran et al. (1988) reported that

srcrowding resulted in a high rate of absenteeism among teachers and students. For the

ichers overcrowding results in stressful and unpleasant working conditions.

.2 Early childhood learner has enough learning resources

e respondents were asked whether early childhood learners have enough learning resources

1 below were their response.

ble 4.10: Response on whether early childhood learners have enough learning resources

sponse Frequency Percentage
15 10 33

) 20 67

ital 30 100
rce field data 2009

ccording to the table, 10(33%) of the respondents agreed that early childhood learners have
ough class rooms and 20(67%) disagreed
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he study revealed that many ECD Centers lack learning resources. The fact the government
more ECD Education, some ECD Centers have no money to provide themselves with all the

acessary learning resources. These resources range from Text books, instructional materials like

1arts among others.

.«ccording to Ayres, Patti. (1999), There is a relationship between the availability of nursery
:arning materials and enrollment of pupils. Instructional materials are useful in a away that
hildren are able fo understand what they are being taught and it helps them enjoy what they are
eing taught and therefore will enjoy school and retention is high and also increases enrollment.
lowever facilities and instructional materials for nursery schools are not only inadequate but

Iso vary often inappropriate or unsuitable. ADRIANA (2000)

4.3 Government inspection of ECD Centers

[he respondents were asked how often does the government inspect ECD Centers and this was

heir response
Fable 4.11: Response on how often the government inspects ECD Centers

esponse Frequency Percentage
Do not inspect 5 17
Once a month 9 30
Every term 16 53
Total 30 100
Source field data 2009

The table shows that 5(17%) of the respondents revealed that the government does not inspect

them, while 9(30%) and 16(53%) of the respondents revealed that they inspect them every term.

The community members revealed that there are many ECD Centers that are not inspected by the

government. Inspectors spend time visiting primary school under the program of FPE.

At the district level, inspection and supervision of ECD Centers, some of which is carried

out by the district-based zonal inspectors of schools, have reportedly become less frequent.
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structed by the government to closely monitor the progress of FPE, the zonal inspectors
e spending more time visiting primary schools, leaving little room for work with ECD Centers.
ceording to Neagley and Evans (1970) effective supervision of instruction can improve the
iality of teaching and learning in the classroom. Academic performance was better in private

hools than public schools because of more effective supervision of work.

1e respondents were asked whether Because of free primary education resource allocation to

rly childhood has decreased and below were their response

able 4.12: Response on whether FPE has affected the allocation of resources to ECD

enters

2sponse Frequency Percentage
es 21 70

0 7 23

ot sure i 7

otal 30 100
»urce field data 2009

he table indicates that 21(70%) of the respondents agreed that free primary education has
fected resource allocation to ECD Centers, 7(23%) disagreed while 2(7%) of the respondents

ere not sure.
he study revealed that before the introduction of FPE, the government provided ECD Centres

ith resources but ever since the introduction of FPE, the government has allocated all the
:sources to primary schools under the program of FPE. There fore many ECD Centres lack
isources since the money they collect from pupils is not enough to pay the teachers and then
archase the resources.

PE has also had unintended consequences for ECD in terms of resource allocation. ECD
assrooms set up on the premises of public primary schools have been shut down in order
» accommodate the surge of enrolment in primary education sparked by FPE. In some cases,
CD children and teachers must put up with reduced space; in others wards, they have been

1oved to the worst classrooms on the premises. (UNESCO 2006).
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

[ntroduction
major purpose of the study was to determine the impact of Free Primary Education on Early

Idhood Education in Owimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya. The specific
sctives of the study were to; investigate the Impact of free primary education on the
sliment of early childhood, to determine the Impact of free primary education on the quality
eachers of early childhood education and to asses the Impact of free primary education on

yurce allocation to early childhood education

Summary of the findings

pact of free primary education on the enroliment of early childhood education

e first research objective was to determine the impact of free primary education on the
-oliment of early childhood education. The study revealed that; Parents are withdrawing their
1dren from early child education because of free primary education, Because of free primary
ucation resource allocation to early childhood has decreased, Government has ignored early
ildhood education to take care of the large number of free primary education and Parents want

tly childhood education like primary be made free.

scording to (UNESCO 2006), since the implementation of FPE, poor parents are choosing to
ithdraw their children from ECD Centers and/or keep them at home until they reach the age of

imary school entry. They refuse to pay the fees for ECD on the grounds that ECD, like primary

lucation, should be free.

¢ the district level, inspection and supervision of ECD Centres, some of which is carried out by
e district-based zonal inspectors of schools, have reportedly become less frequent. Instructed

the government to  closely monitor the progress of FPE, the zonal inspectors are spending
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10re time visiting primary schools, leaving little room for work with ECD Centres.(UNESCO

006).

mpact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood education

‘he second research objective was to investigate the impact of free primary education on the
uality of teachers of early childhood education. The study revealed that there are no eenough
sachers n ECD Cetres, it also revealed that it is the parents and the school that pay the teachers

1 ECD Centers and also the introduction of free primary education has reduced the sarary of
zachers.

vecording to (UNESCO 2006), Decreased enrolments have meant reduced salaries for ECD
sachers. In Kenya, ECD teachers’ salaries are in counterparts in primary schools who are paid
y the government according to an official teacher salary scale.

n ECD Centers, parental fees are paid in proportion to the number of children one enrolls and
re mostly, if not entirely, used to cover teachers’ salaries. Thus, the level of teachers’
emuneration depends on the total number of children enrolled as well as parents’ ability to pay
ees. As a result, the reduced number of ECD enrolments brought about by FPE has been a blow

o teachers, whose remuneration was meagre and unstable already before the introduction of

‘PE. (UNESCO 2006).

mpact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood education

Che third research objective was to investigate the impact of free primary education on resource
Jlocation to early childhood education. The study revealed that ECD Centers do not have

:nough class rooms, they do not have enough teaching materials and free primary education has
iffected the allocation of resources.. It also revealed that the government does not visit ECD
“enters regular as the case with primary school.

At the district level, inspection and supervision of ECD Centers, some of which is carried out by
he district-based zonal inspectors of schools, have reportedly become less frequent. Instructed
yy the government to closely monitor the progress of FPE, the zonal inspectors are spending

nore time visiting primary schools, leaving little room for work with ECD Centers.




scording to Neagley and Evans (1970) effective supervision of instruction can improve the
ality of teaching and learning in the classroom. Academic performance was better in private

hools than public schools because of more effective supervision of work.

2 Conclusion

1e major purpose of the study was to determine the impact of Free Primary Education on Early
1ildhood Education in Owimbi Zone, Madiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya. The specific
jectives of the study were to; investigate the Impact of free primary education on the
wrollment of early childhood, to determine the Impact of free primary education on the quality

“teachers of early childhood education and to asses the Impact of free primary education on

source allocation to early childhood education

ne study revealed that; Parents are withdrawing their children from early child because of free
imary education, Because of free primary education resource allocation to early childhood has
:creased, Government has ignored early childhood education to take care of the large number

" free primary education and Parents want early childhood education like primary be made free.

he study revealed that there are no eenough teachers in ECD Cetres, it also revealed that it is

1e parents and the school that pay the teachers in ECD Centers and also the introduction of free

rimary education has reduced the sarary of teachers.

he study revealed that ECD Centers do not have enough class rooms, they do not have enough
saching materials and free primary education has affected the allocation of resources.. It also

:vealed that the government does not visit ECD Centres regulary as the case with primary

chool.
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3 Recommendations
1e government should allocate more resources in ECD Centers

he government should provide ECD Centers with the learning resources

here is need to design curriculum that is suitable for young children.

reas for further research
fore research should be done on the topic impact of Free Primary Education on Early

hildhood Education
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PPENDIX I: TRANSMITAL LETTER

Ggaba Road - Kansan:
P.Q. Box 20000, Kamg:

FEE KAMPALA Tel: +256- 41- 2668137 424, 4 ops
3 | e sty : Fax: +256- 41- 501874
AFR & INTERNATIONAL E- mail: admin@kiv.ac.ug,
UNIVER_SITY ) Website: www.kiv.acug

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
INSTITUTE OF OPEN AND DISTANCE LEARNING (1opL)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Dear Sir/Madam,

The above nemed s our studemt in Institute of Open and Distance Learning
(10DL), pursuing & Diploma/Baghelors “dégres in Education.

He/She wishes 1o carry out'.é research-in your Organization on:

Free Prittiey . Reluiation. . an. Early. ¢hudeloocl
eolicifipn., L P S A .
Case Study:Cf £ CH (atve§ 1y Qi L6, Mm.&;mﬁ Duvision

Reariecde” Dighrict kemnaqoe

The research is 2 requirement for the award of a Diploma/Bachelors degres in

Education.

Any assistance accorded to her regarding research will be highly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

%
i
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Appendix II: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS

:ar respondent,
im a student of Kampala International University carrying out an academic research on the

sic “Impact of Free Primary Education on Early Childhood Education in Owimbi Zone,
adiany Division, Rarieda District, Kenya..” You have been randomly selected to participate in
2 study and are therefore kindly requested to provide an appropriate answer by either ticking
e best option or give explanation where applicable. The answers provided will only be used for
ademic purposes and will be treated with utmost confidentiality.

B: do not write your name anywhere on this paper.

) Personal Information

GENDER

lale [] Female [ ]
. AGE

8-25 [ ] 26-35[ ]

5 and above [ |

. ACADEMIC LEVEL
) CERTIFICATE [ ] b) DIPLOMA [ ]

) DEGREE [ ]

Impact of free primary education on the enrollment of early childhood
3. What has been the level of enrollment in early childhood since the introduction of free
primary education?

High[ ] moderate[ ] low][ ]
4. Since the implementation of free primary education have parents withdrawn their children

from early childhood education

Yes[ ] No[ ] Notsure[ ]
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5. Have you had parents complaining to you that early childhood education be made free like
primary education

Yes[ ] No[ ] Notsure| ]

6. Do you think free primary education has affected the enrollment of early childhood
education?

Yes[ ] No[ ] |Notsure[ ]

7. Give reason for your answer

Impact of free primary education on the quality of teachers of early childhood
8. Do you have enough teachers in early childhood?

Yes[] NoJ]

9. Who pays for your salaries?

Government [ ] Parents [ ] the school [ ]

10. Do you think free primary education has reduced teacher’s salary?

Yes[ ] No[ ] Notsure[ ]

11. Comment on the statement that free primary education has had an impact on the quality

of teachers of early childhood

Impact of free primary education on resource allocation to early childhood education
12. Do you have enough classrooms?

Yes|[ ] No|[ ]
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13. Do you have enough learning resources?

Yes[ ] No[ ]

14. How often is your school inspected by government?
Do not inspect [ ]

Once a month [ ]

Every term [ ]

15. Do you think free primary has had an effect on resource allocation to early childhood

education?
Yes[ ] No[ ] Notsure[ ]

16. Give reasons and explanation for your answer

...............................................................................................................
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