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ABSTRACT

This study set out to mnvestigate the sociely changes in placing learners
at risk ol school fatlure. The following objectives guided the study: wo

establish the prevalence of Tearners who are at risk ol school Tailure; o

identily the dominant factors responsible for putting leauners at risk of

school failure; to {ind out how these learners have been aflected by risk
factors and to asscess the way teachers have nterviewed lor these
learncrs who are at risk. Qualitative and quantauve methods were used
and respondents were picked at random.

Findings revealed that a number of learners who had the characteristics
that put them at risk of school failure although some were low. Rescarch
revealed that among the pupils cach eacher was leaching, a high
number ol children were being exposed o drugs and substance abuse.
Resecarch has indicated that many pupils i school were coming lrom
poor fumilies. whose parents were unemploved and did not have high
cducational attainments. Death ol parents was also established o e
another way i which pupils are put at risk of school fatlure. With no one
to provide lor the children’s basie needs and security as well as soclal

needs. Recommendations were also made.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Introduction

The issue ol changes in ouwr society has attracted a number of studies
Decause ol the paramount  influcences;  they impose on educational
achicvement of pupils in primary school. Today teaching as well as
learning is more challenging than it has been before i history. Because
ol the changes in society diversity of pupils in classroom has increase 1n
Kenva, there are those children who are not oflicially chigible (or special
education services vet they need (hem. These children do not manilest
problems scvere cenough o result in disability classilication, yveu they are
at risk of developing achicvement and behavioral problems that could
limit their success in school and as voung adults. These have been now

classilied as at risk students (Oneisten and Levine, 2000}

Researchers have ostablished that the phight of at sk students, stems
home the complex environment factors which exist within (heir ever
changing socicty, that complicate these voung people’s elfects o gel

education.

Our goal as (cachers is (o provide the best education possible Tor all
primary school pupils. And almost all pupils would want o enjoy school
and learn as much as they can, vet this happens for some, because they
come [rom stable and supportive familics, and they have experiences Lhat
prepare them lor achievement. For others, unfortunately, this s not the
case. Problems in their umilies’ neighborhoods aid even communities
iimit cheir chances [or success. [n addition, socictal mlivences, such as
changes in the cconomy, work place and people’s attitude have all

impeacted these learners ability to benefit from schooling,




The concern about at risk learners is although cducators generally agree
that many ol them are at risk, they do not necessary agree on who these
lecarmners are or how (o deal with their problems (Lewis and Doorlag,

1999,

More still, unfortunately, rather than receiving appropriate interventons,
they have Dbeen neglected m the classroom and consigned to latlure.
Although not cligibie for special education and related services, learners
who are at risk need special interventions, for without them, many will
be retained vear alter vear and become behavior problems or even drop

ol of school.

In Kenyva, these children are adl over in our primary schools, but fittle has
been done to address the issue ol at risk learners and their plight, This
rescarch has been carricd out (o highlight this problem o the education

policy makers and to the rest ol child educators.

1.1 Statement of the problem

AL risk learners in primary schools are one ol the controversial tssues in
the Kenyvan primary school education. [t has heen observed that enitical
problems atfect many school age-children i our society and directly
influence their lives and frequenty spilling over into their educational
achievements. [t has been established that a number of  children are
living under extreme poverty, some abused. some abuse drugs and
alcohol at an carly age, while others indulge i carly sex and at tiimes lall
pregnant. Vandalism and violence are also part ol the common
incidences in primary schools and school dropout rates have mncreased

despite the implementation of (ree primary education. We need to ensure

o




that the children are retained i school and complete primary education

and henee the need to carry out this study.

1.2 General objective

The purposce of this study was Lo investigate the role of changes in society

in putting learners at risk of school failure.

1.3 Specific objectives

The lollowing objectives guided my study:

i

To establish the prevalence of learncrs who are at risk of school
[ailure

To identiy the dominant Lactors responsible Tor putting learners at
risk of school fwlure

To find out how these learners have been affected by risk [actors.
To assess (he way leachers have interviewed lor these learners who

are ot risk.

1.4 Research questions

The (ollowing research questions were lormulated o Turther guide my
24 b .

stucy;

i

1.

.

v,

What is the prevalence of learners who are at risk of school [ailure?
What are (he contributing factors for at risk behavior among
learners in prinury schools?

How have these learners been allected by the at risk [actors?

How have the teachers mtervened for at risk learners m their

classrooms?

Y
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1.5 Scope

The study was carried out in scelected primary schools o Gatamaiyu
division, Lari district in Nenyae The study mvesugated the role of changes
i society in miluencing the pupils to be risk of school failure. The study
observed and measured the following variables; poverty, anuly, alcohol
and drug abuse, carly sex and pregnancy. The study begun m January

2010 and ended in August the same vear.

1.6 Significance of the study

The study il suceessiully completed will benelit the Tollowing people, in

the ollowing wavs;

The teachers of the diverse learners with unique background where these
children who are at risk belong. The rescarch contains the risk lactors

and how 1t greathy alfecets learming of the children a risk.

The parents and guardians ol these children who are at risk. This will be
a0 means sensitization about what negatively allfects their children's

ecucation, putting their lives at risl.

The pupils themselves will be helped o cope with therr situations and

thus make betier decisions about their lives and academic progress.

The rescarcher is also (o benelit because she is carrving out this
rescarch to have a better understanding ol the diverse problems which
children face. She 1s also carrving out the study as partal fullithment for

the award of a Bachelor of Education Degree in primary education,




CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction
This chapter presents what was reviewed about the problem ol at risk

students and how this affects their performance in school.

[L has beenn obscrved that pupils, who stream into teachers classrooms
every beginning ol (erm, bring their own personal histories. Although
they may wish to start a [resh with the new term, much ol who they
wrapped up i their past and their current out of school lives. 10 s likely
that some of these pupils boear scars from their past experience and that
some are currenty caught up i desperate widespread social problems

(Rvan and Cooper, 2004},

According to smith ot al (1948), many factors place pupils at risk (or
developing  school  problems. These  [actors include poverty,
homelessness, single parent homes, abusive parents, substance abuse
ancl alcohol.

The above category of pupils is the ones cegarded as those who are at

risk of school failure (Lewis aned Doorlag, 194994,

According to Kauchack, Egen and Carter {2002), students placed at risk
are those in danger of failing to complete their education, with the
necessary skills o survive in modern soctety. The term has been
borrowed rom medicine, where it refers o individuals who do not have
any specific discase but are likelv to develop i, A which question arises

is what puts them at risk of Tailing i school?

BRI,



2.1 Risk factors experienced by children
Research has been conducted by experts and it has been established
that many factors put the children at risk of devetoping school problems

(Smith et al, 19498,

Rvan and Cooper (2004} highlighted the following  factors as being
responsible for putting children at risk ol school [ailure;  poverty,
homelessiness, child abuse, alcohol and druge abuse, violence and school

dropoul.

Ryan and Cooper adopted six key measures as follows:-

When a child is not hving with his/her two parents is inat risk, Seeond
that when a child comes from o family where the houschold head s
school dropout. A c¢hiid from a family where the income is below the
poverty lne.

A child s living with a parent or parents who do not have steady, [uli-
time employvment. The family is receiving wellaoe benelits, The child does
not have health msarance

The above citation was referred o the at risk students in the United
States of America, and therefore the last two key measures mayv not be

applicable to the Kenvan State of Economy.

Where majority ol the parenis are not emploved, and there is no policy of

giving wellare benelits and no child has health insurance, except for the

rich.

MceCown (1992), contributed that the above mentioned problems deny
pupils the measure of security at comflort that most of them need Lo

pursue their goals, Other problems threaten their realth and salewy,

o
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Smith et al (1998) however highlighted that cortain actors have a clear
correlation with school problems. The authors cited McPartdand and
Slavin (1990) report about third graders, who read one vear below grade
tevel, have been retained 1 one grade, come rom low socio cconomic
backgrounds and who attend school with many other poor children who

have almost no chance of graduating from high schools.

2.2 How the factors work to put children at risk of failing in

school?

Schaolars have examined the previous mentioned ctors and established

how they interact with the children’s e experiences.

2.2.1Poverty and at risk behavior

According to Smith ¢t al (1999 poverty is a social condition associated
with many different kinds of problems. Poverty can be refated (o erime,
physical abuse, learning problems, and cmotionad problems. Lewis and
Doorlag (19499} also associated poverty with poor nutrition, and cited a
Kindergartencer who comes to schoaol hungry vet poor nutrition has also
been obscrved to have o negauve cflect on children’s healtly, and

conscquently their academic performance.

Poverty has also been associated with different kinds of disabilities such
as mental retardation and lcarning disabilives (Smith and Luckasson,
1992), Poverty has also been assoctate with poor prenatal care, poor
parcnting, aid hunger, limited bealth care, single parent household and

poor living conditions {(Smith et al, 1998).

[Cwas also observed that some voung girls have been made vulnerable to

unsale se exploitation by poverty. Some have had o indulge o live sex




with males because they have o survive. The results have either been
contracting of venercal discases and HIV/AIDS  as well as lalling

pregnant, worse of all carly marriages.

2.2.2Family composition and pupils at risk behavior
The tpe of family rom which children hail may place them at risk of
school failure. The nature of Tamily relationship becomes then a major

factor mn this context.

Rescarch indicates that there is a rising number of children being raised
by single parents. For those parents of vounger children not vet in
school, working outside the home raises the issue of inadequate child
care. Limited amount of time is spent with the children {Rvan and

Cooper, 2004,

Further more, rescarchers have established that usually single mothers
raising childven, sometimes do not have adequate lnances Lo take care of
them. Thiss therelore becomes a factor that prevents parental involvement

m the <hildren’s schooling.

Divorce on the other had can act as stress factor, which puts children’s
eclucational achievement at risk. Divorce olfers the potentials growth and
new tegrations, but too often it creates only problems [or children and
although some children cope very well with the trauma surrounding
clivarce, many react with major acadentice problems. The central dilenima
in many divorces s that 1 the conflict ol interest between the child’s
need lfor contnuity ol the fumilv unit and the parents decision o

breakup the fanuly that provided the childs main supports.

According to Smith ¢t al (1998), children react in different wavs o

civoree, meluding the followimg: feciing guilt. anxiery, exhibiting social




problems, experiencing ol griel, beconnmg angry and  hostile. The
foregoing characteristies of course interfere with the academic progress
of children in terms of their ability to relate with the rest of their peers as
well as the wachers who teach then.

Death of parents also places pupils at risk ol academic filure, When a
child’s parent dies external events impinge on the child’s personality in
three ways: the child has 1o deal with the reality of death itsell; must
adapt (o the resulting changes ol the family and has 1o contend with the

perpetual absence of the lost parent (Smith ET al, 1998).

2.2.3 Abuse and neglected children

Giving up i an abusive family places children at a significant risk for
problems. Child abusce occurs in familics from cvery  socio-cconomic
status, rare religion and cethnie background my society. Family members,
acqualnlances, ol even strangers may be o source of abuse. Children
have been abused in several different ways that places them at risk (or
problems in school. Abuse can take Torm of emotional abuse invelving
wnreasonable demands placed on children by cither parents. siblings’

peers or teachers, that can not possibiv be met (Smith et al, 1998).

Characteristics  such as absence of positive sl image, behavioral
extremes, depression, defiant and antisocial behavior, aggressiveness are
all auributes of emotional abusive o children (DeMHart, Sroule and

Cooper, 2004).

Physical abusce ol children which includes beating, strangulations, burns
(o the body and other forms of physical brutadizaton, makes allects the
academic progress of children by fathure of grade, Minding diflicalty in

establishing peer relationships and substance abuse. Some children have

Y




sustained mjuries which  have disabled  their cognitive Tunctioning

(DeHart et al, 2004).

2.2.4Substance abuse and at risk behavior

Drug use and alcohol abuse has Deen reported a problem lor pupils.
Accurate statsties are hard o lind but estimates inclicate that 929% of

our pupils abuse drugs and smoke clgarettes (Woollolk, 1948).

Factors such as having riends who provide the drugs  and encourage
their use, low sociocconomic  status, disturbed families, adult family
menmbers using the drugs, poor school performance, stressiul life events,
deviant  behavior, depression  or anxicty  can all contribute o the
possibility that an mdividual will be at risk [or use or abuse ol alcohot
and drugs. The greater the number of these [actors influencing a specific
stucdent the move likely that the student s o abuse aleohol and other

drugs (Lewis and Doorlag, 19494},

2.3 Interventions for learners at risk
Experts have advised that schools put in place o conducive Jearning

cnvironment for pupils who have been put at risk of Tailure in school,

Grilfith (2002) (or example advised that eflfective schools [or students
Paced at risk should focus on mutual respect between teachers and

students, personal responsibility, and cooperation.

Barr and Parrett (2001) and Grillith {2002) on this not emphasized the
fotlowing;

e A sale and orderly school climate i which  the  students

understand  the meaning behind  the purpose of  school  and

classroom rules;

16)




o Academic objectives focusing on the mastery ol content,

e Caring and demanding tcachers and high expectations for all
students;

o Cooperation, @ scnsce ol connmunity aoxd pro-social values

o Students responsibility and sell regulation deereased emphasize on

external controls

According o Smith et al {19498} there are four primary approaches (o
dealing with pupils at risk for lfailure i1 schools. These include the
following compulsory or make up lfor existing or past risk [actors and
their effects in learner’s lives. Morrison (1997) advises that reacing
programs are examples ol efforts to reduce on the impact of poverty on

children.

Preventon programs on the other hand focus on keeping certain negative
factors from having an impact on learners drug prevendon programs,
anti smoking  cducational clforts and  sex cducation  programs  are
examples ol efforts designed o keep learners from developing problem

behaviors.

Intervention programs {ocus on climinating visk Tctors, They include
teaching teenagers how o be good parents.

Early mterventon programs target preschool children.

Transition is designed (o help fearners see the real world, Schools o
worlk programs, which hedp pupils o move rom school o work, are

elfective transition prograims,

Schools should (herelore provide a varicty ol programs (o prevent

problems from developing and to address problems that do develop.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

This chapter discusses the methods used to collect data. It
discusses the design, study area, sample size and sampling
procedure, mstruments. data collection procedure and data

processing and analvsis.

3.1 Research design
This study used a descriptive survey. The research drew from both
the qualitative and quantitative analysis approaches in order to get

a bigger picture both in number and data.

3.2 Study area

This  study  was conducted in  selected  primary  schools  of
Gatamaiyvu division, Lari district in Kenva to investigate on the role
of changes in society in putting learners at risk of school failure.
These schools mclude: Kamuchege primary school, Nyvamuthaga
primary school. Muthandi primary school, Wangware primary
school, Karigui-ini primary school, Kagwe primary and Karatina

primary school.




3.3 Sample framework

3.3.1Sample size
This study obtaimed mformation from upper primary classes(forms)
and teachers acted as key informants to this study because they

were the ones who were closer to the children they teach.

3.3.28ample technique
Using a convenient sampling technique, a total of thirty six

respondents were picked at random to participate in this study.

3.3.3Sample procedure
In carrving out the research. the researcher obtained a release
letter from the course administrator which he presented to the

schools under study.

3.4 Methods for data collection

3.4.1Instruments

Questionnaires

These were used to extract information [rom teachers, learners and
interviews for parents. Open ended questionnaires were suitable for
imvestigating deeper the subject matter. Observation was also done

on the status of the children.
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3.4.2Sources of data

This study used both primary and secondary data. Primary data
were collected uising questionnaires and interviews were carried out
with both learmers and teachers. Secondary data were gathered
through document analysis in the form of reports, training manual,
news papers. and journals for the period under study was read and

the required data collected from them.

3.5 Data processing and analysis

Qualitative data involved three sets of activities which included;
editing, coding and frequency tabulations. Editing was done by
looking through each of the field responses {rom interview guides
ascertaining that everyv applicable question has an answer and all

errors elimimated for the completeness, accuracy and uniformity.

The researcher then proceeded onto coding the various responses
given to particular questions that lack coding frames, she then
established how many times each alternative response categorv

was given an answer using tally marks which was later added up.

Data were then presented m frequency tabulations rendering it
ready for interpretation. Quotations and field notes made were also

included.

GO




CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4.0 Introduction

The study was carried out in Gatamaivu division, Lari district in
Kenya to investigate the role of changes in society in putting
learners at risk of school failure. The research observed and
measured the following variables: prevalence of children at risk of
school failure: poverty in families. the family relationships, and
composition, abuse and neglect, alcohol and substance abuse. The
study measured the pupil’s retention in school, their participation
i school and their sexualitv. Chapter fTour i1s all about the
presentation of data and the analvsis of the data that were collected

from the field.

4.0.1Response rate

Teachers acted s key informants to this study, since they were the
ones who were closer to the children thev teach, thirty six
questionnaires were distributed to the respondents and all of them

were filled .

4.1 Prevalence of learners at risk of school failure in selected
primary schools

Oneisten and Lavine {2000}, observed that in schools, there were
some children who did not manifest any problems severe enough to

result in disability, vet they are at risk of developing achievement
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and behavioral problems that can limit their success in school and
as young adults. The study thervefore investigated the existence of

children with the lollowing characteristics.

Table 1: Showing prevalence of learners at risk of school failure

"Prevalence of learners with at risk behavior =~ High Low
“Perform poorly in class 1 15 jll ]
W;FI:LEZ“_]ngm P B SR e . e . H : ! 3_(_‘_)___.____._.;
. i P PR . f
Have negative attitude towards school 5T |
Lm\ 151'11'L.§ci1.)u'iiun m classroom activities N ] NE
i ; . L . .
Sexually active - 10 1‘ 19
e e e o O O A
“Abusc drugs or alcohoi { 21 , 15 N
: 1 ;
Come from divorced Bmilies A S R C R

‘Source: Field data 2010

From the above wble, statstics revealed that according o the majority
respondents there were {ewer pupils who reported 1o school hungry

although handiul ol teachers said the number was high, Filteen teachers

D e T T

shared (hat they had a high number of pupils who performed poorly in

class, while the remaming twenty one saicd they were few,

According to all the teachers, the number ol tuant pupils was low. But
thirty one of them suggested that the number ol pupils who disliked
school was low, although five of them said it was high. Further more,
thirty four teachers claimed that the number of students with low

partcipation i classroom activities was fow.

| 3




About those pupils who were sexually active, sixteen teachers claimed
the number was high; while the remaining nineteen saicd their numbers
were lower. Aboul pregnancy among the femade pupils, thirty five
teachers rated the cecurrence as low. For drug and alcohol abuse: the
teachers who rated iC as high were twenty one, while the remaining
twenty one sakd the figures were much lower. Thirty two teachers shared

that the number of pupils who hailed from broken relationships was low.

All in all, there are pupils out there in primary schools who are indeed at
risk of dropping out of school and therelore have (o be helped belore it is

oo late.

4.2 Dominant factors responsible for putting children at risk
of school failure

Accarding to Smith cCal (1993)) a number of factors are responsibie for
putting children at risk of school l[ailure. These factors include home
covironmental, individual as owell as biclogicad. This was  therelore
investigated by rating the number of childeen experiencing the risk

[actors.

4.2.1Home environment and learners at risk of school failure

The factors within the child’s home, specilically the socio-cconomic
status  have a great influence on the child’s academic progress in school
further, even the wvpe of family relationships greaty alfect this child’s

educational achicvenient and progress in school and completion..
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Table 2: Presents the respondents view on how the home
environment has influenced the pupils at risk of school failure

Et_ﬂgk factors within the home

| Children coming [rom poor families

Children coming from familics whose parents are

untemplovec

L Children conmung from homes where the father has

low educational attaimnment

| parents abuse alcohol and drugs
Children are coming from single parent families

18 poor
- Children are from a family where the parents have

either broken up or are about Lo

Source: Field data 2010

- Children are coming (rom @ home where one or two

Children are from a family where parental guidance

i
i
-
i
i
|

28

Many Few

i
i

-
Lo

1

£

;

H
i
i

None

L

N
|

From the data m the above table: thirty four teachers said that

there were many pupils, they were teaching and were coming from

poor families, only two teachers said they were few. Secondly thirty

four teachers admitted that they taught children whose parents are

unemploved. Only one said that they were few and another one

satd that such children were not in existence.

4.3 How factors have worked to put the learners at risk of

school failure

Experts in the field out there have investigated. and established

that the risk factors interact with the children’s lives and well being

(S




and then create educational problems for the learners. The
research therefore at this peint investigated how the at risk factors

were negatively impacting the educational attainment of learner.

4.3.1Poverty and at risk of school failure
Scholars have named poverty as one of the social conditions which
create many problems to individuals and in particular yvoung

children.

Table 3: Presents the responses as to how poverty manifests itself in

different problems which pupils face

' How poverty influences the academic Yes ' No ‘ Do not know 1
 progress of learners o | |
* Children who are poor do not leed well 15 1Y L 3 :
Cand thereflore perform poorly in class : o | - |
- Children from poor familics do not attend 21 1] f o

' school regularly because they lack scholar _
Cmalerials ; i

- Poor parents are stressed and can not IS o 12
Louide the behavior and education of their : ’
' children

' Because of poverty some children are 31 4 N :
I malnourished and (herelore perform poorly © | N l _ - !
F Matnourishied chitdren are always sickly L 32 4 =
Cand therefore do not attend schaol |
regularly o . ]
| Poor parents lack high acadcemic ‘360 - | - 5

Cqualifications and therefore can not help
- Ltheir children with reading
Source: Field data 2010

From the analvsis in table 3, 00 was discovered that fifteen teachers were

in agreement that some children from poor fumilies were not feeding well
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and therelore performed poorly at school. Nincteen however disagreod
with the statement and the remaining three cid not know.
This hinding is in agreement Doorlag (1999} who lamented that some

children come o school hungry and herelore pay Hitde attention i class.

Secondly, twenty one teachers were i support ol the tlem that poor
pupils do not attend school regularly. The eleven however were Iin
disagreement with the statement and the remaining four did not know

what (o believe.

One again the above linding can be explained by rescarchers who have
established that children from poor Lunilies will always be kept at home
to provide labor which can not be allorded. 1t also can be due 1o parents
[ailing o provide Tor themr children™ requirements [or school, such uas

booles and pens.

About poor parents being stressed, and not being able to provide for their
children’s cducational and behavioral guicdance, cighteen teachers agreed
to the statement, only six disagreed and the remaining owvelve did not
know. No matter what the response was o those who admitted, there is
some truth in the finding because 1t 1s cited that some children lack
proper guidance both academically and morally bhecause ol the stress
that their parents experience. This ol course negatively affects their
relationship with other children at school as well as their academic

performance (Ormond, 2003).

About malnutrition due to poverty among pupils, and poor performance,
many teachers (31) agreed w this statement. Only four disagreed and one
did not know. Further sull thivty two  teachers  agreed  that  the
malnourished pupils arce often sickly and therelfore do not attend school

regularly  and  the remaining four disagreed. True  poor nutrition
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negatively allects (he brain functioning of children and also leads o
physical impairment in the body thereby resulting into poor acadentic

performance.

Teachers were also in agreement that low educational status parents can
not provide adequate educational support (o their children. This is the
reason as o why some children can not read cffectively and therefore

poor performance in class (Ovrmond, 2003).

4.3.2Family composition and school failure
The type of family in which the voung child grows from; the relationship
of parents, and other circumstances such as death and sickness, moral

conduct of adults ail put the children at risk of school failure.

Table 4: Presents the respondents views on how family has put
children at risk of school failure

 How families increase at risk behavior Yes No Do not know

among children

gl‘ku\fﬁrl{%ﬂg ]')illrcnlts clo not have tine o %wlj) Y 29 S

g the children
;WD_im\f_(;z_‘;““c"Elwl;a11’;iliﬁ‘s allect the education of 27 L7 2

3 their clhuldren s

' Children from single parent familics are 15 11 10 -

alfected academicaity

i[ Children from abusive familics are poor SO0 - -
' performers in school
FDeath and sickness of parents alfeet the e - =

cacademic performance of pupils

Source: Field data 2010
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From (he analysis ol data that were presented in table 4, it was
established that some working parents did not have enough time (o be
with thewr children (9. This of course pts them at risk of school Tailure.
The number ol respondents was low because most parents within this
place do not have jobs; instead they work in their gardens. Secondly
twenty nime respondents did not agree o the statement and  (he

remaining cight did not know what 1o belicve.

About divorce of parents putting children twenty seven teachers agreed
that school fajlure was eminent il the parents of children separated,

although the seven disagreed and the remaining two did not agree.

Filteen teachers agreed that children ol single parents are at rvisk of
failing in school, the eleven said no, and the remaining did not know. On
the foregoing note, Rvan and Cooper (2004) gave reason of how single
parcnting can put learners ave risk in that when o mother can 1ot
support her children fnancially and emotionally, ten this child s

exposad o harsh conditions.

Further more, twenty cight weachers agreed that they taught many pupils
whose parents were  abusing drugs and alcohol, although six (cachers
sald they were fewer and the last owvo said such children were not in

existenoe.

Thirty teachers rated the number of pupils coming rom single parent
familics as high and the remaining six being fewer. For the pupils who
came [rom familics without proper parental  guidance, thirty Tour
teachers said they were many and the remaining two said that they were
few., For the children from broken familics twenty sin teachers rated them
as many while cight said they were few and the two said they did not

exist.
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From the above linding there are many children living under adverse
home conditions. The dominant home conditions which are putting the
children at more rvisk tnclude poverty, occupational status of parents and
poor parental guidance. These put children ac risk in many wavs; poverty
lor example limits the opportunities of children to Tully participate in (ree
primary education, because these children can not afford cducational

materials, or they are lelt at home o supplement income.

4.4 How schools have handled learners at risk of school
failure

Well run and academically focused schools are neceded 1o address (he
educatonal needs of learners placed at risk ol dropping out of school.
The  problem however s that sinee  the  pupils  are  diverse  in
charactertstics, with diverse sets of needs, there is no single strategy that
an keep them i school. The researcher therelore wanted o establish

how this is being done in the different schools in the study.

Table 5: Contains information about what schools have adopted to

cater for he needs of at risk learners

 Programs established to help at risk pupils in Yes | No
§ school ‘ ‘

(m;ﬂg remedial lessons . | EU 16
iE\:Uachtdmg lessons 20 i 16
;-“S‘cizflrﬂ)alﬁoiré;zlnizcs debates ,' sc'm'rirnau‘s 0l HL“\'.{lLl].l'.l.\' el | 17 19 N
pregnancy
rﬁ‘amm(ua lor alcohol and crii'ug abuse 17 ‘ 10 ‘
"Teaching of vocational subjeets "' B PR P

‘

Source: Field data 2010
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From the foregomg analysis in table 5 it was established that only twenty
out ol the turty respondents were helping their learners o cateh up with
the rest ol the pupils. The remaining sixteen did not Tor reasons such as

tlhere is no ume for them due o an overload.,

Twenty teachers agreed that they offer extra reading fessons w their
ferners and the rest did not. Further more, oniv seventeen of the
respondents organized seminars, workshops and debates for learners (o
sensitize and empower them about the dangers of the risk [actors such

as early sex and pregnancy as well as drug and alcohol abuse.

Further more hall of the teachers admitted teaching vocational subjects

and (he remaining hall did not.

The above Tinding shows that schools are performing, on average o
elude the pupils at risk of school failure in effective learning. The
reason which  (he respondents have  given is that they have an
overwhelming  task ol carrying out instruction o, an overwhelming

number of learners with diverse charactleristios.




CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.0 Introduction

This study sel out o investigate the society changes in placing learners
at risk ol school Tailure. Chapter Tour presented analvzed and interpreted
data that were collected from the field. Tn chapter five, the analvzed data

were summarized, a concluston macde and recommendations were given.

5.1 Summary of findings

Prevalence of learners at risk of school failure

Findings revealed that a number of learmers who had (he characteristics
that put them at risk of school [ailure although some were tow. Rescarch
revealed  that among the pupils each teacher was teaching, a high
number of children were being exposed (o drugs and substance abuse,
Another high number was nol as being sexually active and  were
performing poorty in classroom activities. 10 was established that there
were fewer puptls who came o school hungry, who were (ruants, who
had o negative attitude towards school, who had fallen pregnant and who

came from divorce amilies.

Much as lindings revealed a smadier number, however minimal the
number of the children was, it s important to note that in schools where
we teach there are some children who are most likelhv wo faul in education
because they are experiencing problems at home e there fore need

be helped out. These children are most likely to drop out of school.




Dominant factors responsible for placing children at risk of school
failure

Research has indicated that many pupils in school were coming from
poor [amilics, whose parents were unemploved and did not have high

educational attainments.

Further linings revealed that there were some children who hailed from
single parent families and some came (rom amilies where one or both of
the parents abuscd drugs and alcohol and many came from lamilies

without parental guidance and some families had broken up.

The above findings raise questions about the effectiveness ol child care
on the emotonal and intellectual development of children (Kauchack,

2002).

Poverty and at risk of school failure

Studies revealed  that there were some pupils who were [rom poor
familics, were not feeding well and were therefore performing pooriv in
class. This was according o the 13 teachers, This aerees with Doorlag
(1999) becatuse he explained that a hungry child pavs Litde attention in
class. Findings however also show that nincteen  teachers were in
disagreement that poverty caused hunger among the children, o the
extent of them paving litde attention in school and the remaining tree

had no iden,

Further, it was established that there were some children from poor
familics who did not atiend school regularly although another handiul of
teachers did not agree. This linding concurs with a number of reports
which have highlighted that children are somctimes kept at home
helped with domestic work and taking care of siblings (UNICEF, 2000).

This has an impact on the learner’s academic progress and capability.

20




Findings Murther revealed that poor parents are sometimes siressed due
o financial problems they face. Henee they find no time o guide and
counscl thewr children. This Qrther exposes  their children o other

problems such as carly sex and marriage and school dropout.

Majority of the teacher agreed that some pupils are visibly malnourished
and sickly and henee the poor performance. Malnutrition according to
UNICEF (2000) allects the mental ability of learners as well as their
physical health, thereby leading to poor grades and irregular school

attendance.

All teachers accepted  that children from poor familics usually  have
parents with jow cducational attainments, meaning that they are most
ikely to get low paying jobs and hence carn minimal wages which can
not support their fumities fullv. This of course exposes (he voung

children to risky bhehavior.

Family composition and at risk of school failure

Findings showed a litde relationship between working parents and pupils
at risk of school Tailure, as evidence from the tweny nine respondents
who disagreed with the statement. The (inding did not fully agree with
what was carlier on cited in Rvan and Cooper (2004), But this can be
attributed to the study arca which is rural in nature and most adults are

Paasantis.

Divorce among the parents was found 1o be one social Tactor which
greatly affects the pupils academic performance. According o Cobl
(2000), many children find v hard o cope alter the sepuration of their
parents. This alfects their academic performance in terms of how they

relate with other children and the teachers at school. In other words,




these children luck psyehological attachment (o school as carlier on cited

by Ormond (2003).

From findings, there were mixed [eeling s about children from single
parents heing at risk ol schoof failure. This can be atwtributed o the
nature of most Alrican families, whereby most women remain married.
But the [ilteen respondents represent those few single parents who put
their chilcdren at risk by not adequately providing For their baste needs so
as Lo progress lavorably i school. I fuct these children lack enough

security both at home and at school and henee the poor performance.

Death of parents was also established o be another way in which pupils
are put at risk ol school fatlure. With no one (o provide for the children’s

basic necds and scourity as well as soctal necds,

Abuse and neglect of children

IUwas afso established that child abuse and neglect paused problems (o
pupils in school and the respondents identilicd some children who had
been abused by parents or relatves and also shared that such victims of
abuse have behavioral disorders such as being aggressive (o other
children and were not socializing well with other children. This concurs
with a number of citations [or example in Smith et al 1998; Cobls 2000;
and Dehart, Snoule and Cooper 2004, The educational implications of
child abuse and neglect 1s that an antsocial child s most fikely o reject

by the peers, and (cachers at school and hence the poor performance.

Substance abuse and at risk behavior

Studies revealed that fewer if not none ol the printuy pupils were
involved in drug and aleohol abuse., But according to (he analysis most
respondents agreed that many of the pupils they taught had parents who

were  using drugs and  were drinking  alcohol, Sometimes  aleohol
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consumption can turn adults to potentad abusers of voung children and

hence putting them at risk ol school failure (Doorlag, 1994,

Pregnancy and early sex

Teachers contributed that there are an average number ol pupils who
had fallen pregnant and left school. The chances of such children re-
entering schoot are slum. Beside carly marriage being cherished in
Kenyva, there could be no other chance of these voung mothers ever

stepping in school again.

Further more the teachers contributed that many pupils were sexually
active. This in o put them at risk of contractng sexually (transmitted
discases and infections, as well as [ailing pregnant at a very carly age

(Doorlag, 19949).

What schools have put in place to help learners placed at risk to
succeed in academics?

Experts in this Nield have advised  that instructors adopt special
strategies and approaches to deal effectively with learners placed at risk
ol school Taiture. These programs, in order 1o be rated as effective they

need o have certain agreed upon characteristios as follows.

The Iindings in my study indicated that over a0 hall of the respondents
gave remedial lessons w learners who were believed to be at risk. This
was  what Marrison (1997) termed as compensatory eeucation, which
can help to make up for the existing or past risk [actors among the
learners, surprisingly the remaining hall did not, and the reason given

was because of oo much worlk.

Twenty more t(eachers shared that they vave extra reading lessons o

children. This could help the children Trom poor families to improve upon

‘1{)
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their reading skills and perfornt better as advised by Ormond (2003).
Sixteen teachers however did not bother and the reason they gave was
too much work to do,

Findings [urther revealed that hall of the schools organize debates,
workshops and seminars about sexuality, pregnancey, and drug and
alcohol abuse. The remaining hall did not. This undermines prevention
strategies which would otherwise prevent the risk factors rom taking
place. More so littde was being done to prepare the victms of risk [actors

to succeed bevond their problems.

Smith et al (1998) on this note advised that schools design programs (o
help pupils sce the relatonship between what they learn i school and

how 0 will e used in the read worled.

All in all schools were not running effcctive programs for the pupils
placed at risk of school [ailure because they did not have a clear
academic emission. Besides some of them did not have enough ame o
restructure their school program because ol an overloaded currieulum

and an overwhelming number of learners with diverse needs o handle.

5.2 Conclusion

Pupils who are at risk ol school [ailure are indeed in existence in our
primary schools. The dominant risk factors whiclh have put them at risk
mclude  poverty, drug and  alcohol  abusc. Others  include  family
composition. These factors reduce the social sceurity of children, as well
as their limiting their chancees to grow healthily becausce of deprivation ol
nutritous lood.

The reduction in soctal security and good health not only lowers their

chances ol cquitably participating i basic primary education, but also
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reduces (heir intellectual  capability to succeed  in school. What s
appalling though is that inclusive primary schools have done litde o help
compensate for the lost opportunitics ol these children w succeed in
education. Neither has the schools taken responsibility (o intervene flor
these children by reducing the effects of risk [actors, or preventing them
rom taking effect on the children. Lasty no clear plan has been made o

prepare the pupils at risk to succeed in luare.

5.3 Recommendations

Pupils with at risk behavior are adverse graup ol individuals with a
diverse set on ol needs and there is probably no single strategy which
can keep these children in school. Nevertheless something can be done

to help them succeed and stav in school.

Teacher should identily the at rvisk learners, as carly as possible. They
should be on alert for the indicators, mentioned carlier on in chapter
two. This will help o intervene for these children carly enough. For as it
is said early intervention is more effective than later intervention efforts

(Ormond, 2003).

Teachers must create a warm and supportive school and classroom
atmosphere. Schools that have high success rates with learners at risk
for academic ailure are those that communicate o sense of caring,

concern and high regard for pupils.

For chitdren who might be abused, teachers should report any incident
to the appropriate agencies. School personnel must be aware (hat they
have a moral and legal obligation o report o suspected child abuse. This
can be well executed i the school personnel understand the procedures

to be undertalken.
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[t is also important for the teachers o organize workshops in school o
sensitize the learners and parents about child abuse, alcohol and drug

abuse, carly pregnuncy and premarital sex among others.

School authorities should get involved in teenage pregnancy issues
belore pregnancy occurs. Sex education, information on HIV/AIDS and
the consequences ol unprotected sex should be the ocus. School must

therclore put i place a pregnancy prevention progran.

Schools should provide counseling for girls who become pregnant and

must enough girls who become pregnant to remain in school.

Teachers have 1o work with Jamilics of (hose ¢irls who have fallen

pregnant to ensure that they get the necessary family support they need.

For children whose families abuse drugs and alcohol and who have

already started abusing themscelves the Tollowing should be done:-

Teachers must establish a clear, well defined policy Tor pupils, speliing
out how these chitdren will be deaslo with, The learners niust be sensitized

on the dangers ol drue and alcohol abuse.

An intervention program for drug and alcohol abusc, involving familics as
well as learners must be established. e could be undertaken by offering
both vne-to-one and group counsceling centers and drop-in centers al

school.

Teachers should make the curriculum relevant o pupils fives and needs,
because they are more likelv to stav in school, and also leam and achicve

at high levels, il they find the curriculum relevant o their needs, ife

-
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experiences and cultural values. To do this, teachers have o place
academic  skills within the context of the real world  lasks and

particularly within the context of the children’s local environment.

Teachers must communicate high expectations (or the pupils at risk of
school [ailure. It (s now established that a number of these at risle pupiis
have a history ol academic failure. Teacher however must not discourage
such pupils. Instead they should assure them that school success is
possibie and expected and further more, that they are capable of

achiceving a( high levels.

School authorities are also reminded o provide academic support for
learners at risk. It known that some of these children receive little or no
academic support from home. Therelore they need more than usual
amount of assistance from teachers and other school personnel to
succeed. Teachers have helped these children develop more effective
reading and learning strategies. One-on-one leacher learner mteractions

should be mnerease,
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Questionnaires for Teachers

Dear Teachers

[ am carrving out a rescarch on the role of social problems in placing
pupils at risk of school failure. Any information given o me shadl highly

be appreciated and will he kept conlidential.

Instruction

The respondent is to either fill in or circle

5

1. Do vou have children in school withh the following characteristics?

éﬁL‘,(.)h_'.].L‘ 0 school hungry | | | | o f o §
Perform poorly in class : : . E
i?—[:wc a L“IL.‘:\S'-’_;L.H:%\fL‘.L-l[l_i[UC.[(.‘. towards school | I J _ : i%
Ib(;;lf)l 1.5;-1_1-‘1{.(‘1:.{);1[{‘ in classroom activities | - ;‘ o E
I?ﬁ]"?éll;ln[“uncl lelt school N - o
;‘ATD—I:I%Q d 1'&.%;_{7 , , '

i i i
Come Trom broken families R
H :
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Dominant factors responsible for placing child at risk of school

failure

2. Do you wach children who;
rResponsesMu T ‘—May Few : None !
“Come from poor families - ' T
Eq}i{u [rom amilics whose ml.-)au'.g;.ii ts e Llnchmp.l.(.)_\'cd | ‘_ B )
[ S e R e e A SO
r(;‘ome from homes where one or two parents abuse | |
jF drugs | {
e e ] ' S S
%mCogc rom a single parent family
mz‘_omalsnm 0 Ilnii;l'.\ which can Jd(ié})l"()\'inlc pil.l'c‘.l.][.a-l] | o
guidance 3
;MF‘dn‘ul{Lb\\hiZh have broken Lll). or are aboul o R - |
break up ’ ! . ;
e e i I _l

How factors have worked to place pupils at risk of school failure?

3. Is it wue that children from poor families do not feed well and
therefore perform poorly in class?

Yes

No

Do not know
That children from poor Tamilies do not attend school regularly because

they lack school requirements

Yes

No

Do not know
That poor parents are stressed and can not guide the behavior and
education of (heir children? ﬁ
Yes -
No

Do not know

o
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Because of poverty, some children are malnourished and  therefore
perform poorly
Yes

No

Do not know

Malnourished children are always il and therefore do not attend school
regularly

Yes

No

Do not know

Poor parents lack high academic qualification and can not help their
children with reading?

Yes

No

Do not know

Working parents do not have time Tor their children's guidance?

Yes

No

Do not know

Divorced parents alfect the education of their children?

Yes

No

Do not know

Child from single parents are alfected academically

Yus

No

Do not know

Children from abusive families are poor performers in school

Yes

No

Do not know

S
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Do yvou have children who have lost parents and are performing poorly in
class?

Many

Few

None

Do you have any girls who have dropped out ol school due to pregnancy?
Many

Few

None

How about those who are sexually active?

Many

Few

None

How schools are dealing with learners at risk of school failure

Do vou offer any compensatory academic progranits to help the at risk
learners cat up with the rest of the pupils?

Yes

No

Il ves please explain what vou ofler

Have vou established any school programs which can help the children
o avold problems such as: drug and alcohol abuse, carly sex and
pregnancy?

Yes

No

Specify which ones put in place

Do you teach vour leamers about good parenting?

Yes

No

TR
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Do vou take thme o assist vour academically weak learners?

Yes
No

Nott possible

Do you [requently

in school?
Yos

No

nmonitor vour pupil’s academic progress and conduct

4
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