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ABSTRACT 

This stud\· sel oul lo i11n'sligule lhe s<JLcicl\. ch,ingl's in pl,1ci11g learners 

;tl risk or school r,iilure. Tlic- follm1·i11g ol>j1·c·li1·1·s guidl'cl the· study: tu 

establish tlw pr1·\·uktll'1' of' lc·;tn11Ts 1d10 arc al risk ul· school failure; lo 

iclcntil\· lhc: clornina11t frtclurs 1-cspo11sibk lc11· pulling learners al risk or 
school failure; IO Cincl out ho\\' these learners han· bee11 c11Tcclccl jy_- risk 

facto1·s a11cl to ussc·ss lhc \1'a\· le,tdll'rs han· i11t1·1Yil'\l'ecl ror these 

lean11•rs \\'hO ctrl' ell risk, (Jualilalil'l' a11cl C[Llcllllil;tlil'l' l11l'li10cls l\'l'l'l' us1·d 

and rcsponck11ts \\'l'rc picked ;1l ra11clo111. 

Findings rcvealccl that a nurnber of k,iriwrs \\'ho h,tcl lhe eh,tracteristics 

that put tl1L'111 al risk or sd1,H1! l,1ilur1· alllwugh so11w \HT<' Im\·. Resl';trch 

rcvealccl that ,unong till' IJupils c·ac·h t1·,wh1T \\';ts te,1chi11g. a high 

11u111b1T or chilclr,·n 1nTc' lwi11g c'xposc·cl to cln1gs ,incl sul1stc1111·l' ,1busl'. 

Research lws i11clic,1tc·cl thc1l 111,111\· pupils in school \\'c'l'l' cu111111g rrnrn 

poor Limilies. \\·hose· IXli'c'llls were' Lllll'lll[)lon·cl ,111cl dicl nol lwvc high 

cclucalio1wl ;tll,1i11111L'11ls. Oc·alh or parenls \1·,1s also c·slclblislll'cl lo bl' 

,111,ithcT \\'cl\ in \\'hid1 pupils ,ire· [)Lil ,1l risk or s,·huul L1ilur1·. With 11,1 one 

to prm·icle 1,1r tlw d1ildren's IJasic lll'c'ds ;111d sl'ntril\' ,1s ll'l'il us scJc·ial 

11l'eds. Rccomnll'nclations \\'ere also made. 

I\ 



CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 Introduction 

The issue ur clrnngc's 111 our sm:ie'l_1· h,ts allntcle'cl a numbeT ur studies 

because· or till' p,1rarnou11t i11Clue·11n·s: 1he·1 i11111"se· 011 l'clucaliunal 

achie·n'mc·nt or pupils in pri1rn11·:· scl10ol. Tucl,11· le',tc·hing ,is \\'ell as 

learning is mo1·e· clwlknging than it has bcc'll be·l,>re in hisl,ll"\'. Because 

or tlw changes in socicl_1 clil'l'rsit1· or pupils i11 ,·lassrnurn hm; i11u·casc in 

Kcnyc1, there· ,ire· those childrl'll 11·lrn ,u-c 11<>1 offi,·i,1111' cligil1k for spec·ial 

eclucaliun scTvin·s I l'l 1hc1· tll'c'd lhern. These chilclre11 cl" nut rnc1nilcs1 

problems severe' enough lo re,:;ult in clisal1ilit_1· ci,1ssiCic·alio11, \Tl they WT 

al risk of clcvcluping achievement ,mcl lJL·h;1vio1·al problems lhal could 

limit lhci1· success in school nncl ,ts _1·ou11g ,1clul1s. Tlll'sc h,11·,· bc,·11 now 

l'iassiCiecl as ,1l risk stuckllls (U1wisle11 ,111cl Lc·1·i11e', 1000). 

Researchers h;I\'l' ,·sublishccl lhal the 11lighl <ll. ,1l risk stuclc'Ills, sterns 

home tl1L' cornplc'X c·111·iro11rnc't1l fact<lrs 11·hicl1 e·xist within lhe'ir ,·vcT 

changing socic'l_1·, lh,1t e·<Jmplic1lc' 1h,·sc· \(IUll_C!, 11,·opk's ,·ffc'l'ls lo gel 

cclucc1tio11. 

Our goal as lc'aciwrs is to pru1·icle the l1c'sl ,,ctu,·,11i,m possible- Cor ,ill 

prirnan· school pupils. And ,dnrnsl all pupils \\'oulcl 1\'allt lo c'11jo1· school 

,111cl karn ,1s much as lhc'1· c,lll, n·l this lwppc·11s i'<Jr sorn,-, 11,·,·ausc they 

come from slalik- ,111cl su11ponive r,1milic·s, ancl thn· ha1·c ex1w1·i,·11cc's that 

prepare them Cur c1c·hic·1·,·111t'lll. For olhcTs, L111r"nu11ately. this is not the 

case. Problc111s in their rarnilies' J1c•ighburl10ocls ,111cl c'l't'll communities 

limit their chances Cor sllc'l'L'SS. In aclclilion, scll'il'l,ii inCluc11ecs, such as 

challgcs in the ,·,·011orn1·, 11·ork pl,1,·c· ,1J1cl p,·011k's atlituck h,11'C' all 

impacted these learnt-rs abilit1· lo bc11di1 from sclwolin).',. 



The co11ccr11 al)oul ,1l 1-isk karticrs is although c·ducalors gc·11c·rally agree 

lhaL many or them ,11-c ,1l risk, lhc\' do ll<ll nl'cc·ss,1n· agree' on who these 

learners arc or ho\\' lo clcal \\'ilh Lill'ir prnilkms (LC\\-i,; ,rncl Doui-lag, 

] CjlJCJ), 

More still, unfonunalcl\·, ralhcr than rl'cci1·ing apprnprialc' inlcr\'Cantions, 

the:,, IW\'t' lxcn ncgkL'lcd in lilt' classrnu111 and consigned Lo failure. 

Although not cligil)lc- 1<1r spccinl l'ciuec1lion a11Cl rdall'CI sc'rvicc'S, karners 

\\'ho urc ,1l risk need spc·cial inlcr\'c'nlions, liir 11·iLhoul li1L't11, rnam· \\'ill 

be rcwinccl \'car ,1rlcT >·c,u- ,md bc·cunw i)c·hm·ior prnblnn,; or even drop 

oul or school, 

In Ken\'a, these d1ilclrl'n arc ,ti! m·c-r in our pri111an· schools, bul lillk has 

been clone lo aclcln·ss Lill' issue or ,1l risk lc·,mll'rs ancl lhc·ir plighl. This 

1-csc,1rch has lwc·n ,·,11Tic·cl oul to l1ighlight this J)rniJlc·m lo till' c·clucation 

pol in· nrnkct·s ancl lo Lile' rc·sl 01· chi lei ccluc,1l<Jt·s. 

1. 1 Statement of the problem 

Al risk kartic-rs in pri111,11·\· schools ,in· one' or till' conlrm·c-rsi,tl issues 111 

lhc· l~cnyan pri111,1n· school l'ciuc,1lion. IL h,1s J)l'cn ol)sc'l'l'l'ci thal crilical 

problems affc·c·t mam· sl'i100I agl'-chilclrc'tl in our soc·icl\' ,lllcl clircctll· 

inOuc·ncc lhcir li\'cs ,-lllcl !'rc·quenlll· spilling m·cr into lhc·ir c·ducalional 

achin·c·mc·nts. IL lws been c'slai)lislwcl llwt ,1 nutll[)l·r oi' l'hilcl1-c't1 are 

li1·i11g Ltllcil'r l'XlrL'llll' J)O\'l'l'l\, S<llllL' ,ti)USl'ci, S<)tlll' ,ti)USc' cl rugs ancl 

alcohol at an c,aril· ,1gc·, ll'hilc otlwrs indulge· in c,1ril· Sl'X ancl ,it lirncs rail 

pregnant. Vanclctlism and violence arl' ,tlsu pan ur the comrnun 

inciclcncc.'S in prit11:1r\· sl'i1ools ancl school clrnpoul r,1Ll'S huvc inc,rcasccl 

despite the i_rnplct11c·11U1tio11 or !'rec J)t'illl,u-\· l'ciucalion. We· ncccl to c·nsu1-c 



that till' chilclre'll ,11·c re·u1i1ll'd in schrn,I ,lllci ct>mpkte' pnnwn· cclue·atiun 

ancl he'nlT the' nec·cl lo c,11T\' out this Slllci\'. 

1.2 General objective 

The puqJusc' or this stuc!Y \\'as to i1n·c·stigult' the ruk or clwngcs in society 

in pulling learners al risk or school lc1ilurc. 

1.3 Specific objectives 

The follo\\'ing olJjc·clin·s guickcl rn:,· stLJcl\·: 

1. To establish the prc'\'akncc· or k,irncTs \\'ht> ,ire' ,11 risk or school 

Liilurt' 

11. To icknlil\ till' clo111in,11ll lill'tors 1·c·sponsilJk ro1· putting karncTS al 

1·isk or school railurc 

u1. To 1·incl out ho\\. thn;c ic,irnns lwn· bec·n affcctc·d bY risk r,1l'l01·s. 

1\'. To ,1sscss till' \\·m· tc·,1cheTs h,1\'L' inten·i1'\\'l'ci liff these k,1nwrs ll'ho 

a1·e ,1t risk. 

1.4 Research questions 

The rolloll'ing 1Tsc·,1rl'11 questions \\'cTc' li1rn1ul,1tc·cl lo rurtlll'r guide Ill\. 

stucl\·; 

1. What is the p1·c'vak11c-c ur learners \\·ho arc al risk or school failure? 

11. Whut arc tlw c·onl ributing rncto1·s li11· al risk IJch,1\·ior amung 

kanicrs in p1·imw·_\· school,-;'? 

111. Hu\\' ha\'c these' lc,1rncTs been ,1ffc·c·tecl IA the ,1t 1·isk factors',' 

I\'. Hm\· hm·c· tile' te,1dwrs inltT\'c•nnl rt>r ,1l risk learners in their 

classn1orns'? 



1.5 Scope 

The stud\· \\'ns c·,11Tic·cl out in sc·kc·tc-cl prn1wn sch<lols ,,!" U,1t,rnwin1 

divisio11, Lari clistric·t i11 l,en1 ,i. Till' stud, im·e·stignte·cl Lill' n,k or dwnges 

in society in influc11cing the pupils to be risk or school failure. The study 

observed mid nw,-1su1-cd the· l<lllowi11g 1·ari,1bks; ponTt1·. 1:1mil\·, alcohol 

and drug alJuse·, c,1rl_1· se·x a11cl prc·gnanc\'. Tlw stuck begun in ,J,1nu,w1' 

.20 l O and l'llCkcl in August the sanw n·,ir. 

1.6 Significance of the study 

The stucl\· ir sucn·ssrull,· com1Jktc·d ,,·ill bendit the· rollowing 1x·ople, in 

the followi11g \\'a\·s; 

The te,1chc·1·s or the clivcrsL' karncTs 11·ith unique· bm·kgrnuncl \\'hcTe these 

childre'll who arc al 1·isk IJl'1011g. The· 1·,·sc·nrch ,·ontc1i11s till' risk racturs 

,ind how it _gn·atl\ ,IITe·c-ts k,irnin,,..\ "r till' ,·hildr,·11 ctl risk. 

The p,.1rcnts and gu;;rdians or these children wh" ,u-c al risk. This 11·ill be 

a rne,ms sc,nsiti;,:ation about what 1wgalin·l_1· all,·,·ts thc·ir ehilclrc·11·s 

education, pulli11g tlwir lin·s at risk. 

The pupils themselves ll'ill IX' helped lo cope with their situations ancl 

thus make bctLLT clceisio11s about thei1· li,·c·s ,111cl ,1cackrnic prng1-css. 

The rc·scarclwr is ,dso to licndit IJc•causc· sill' is caiT1·ing out this 

1-eseareh to lwve ,1 bc·LtcT understanding or the clil'cn-;c pn,bkrns which 

children ran·. Slw is als,i nuT:,•ing ,nil the stud,· as panial rulrillmcnl ror 

the award or a Bachelor ,ir Education Dcgrl'c' in j)!'ima1·_1" ccluec1lion. 



CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents \dint \\'c\S 1·cvil'wecl about the prnbkm or at risk 

stucle11ts ancl ho\\' this ,tiTects their 1)c-rrorlll,1nel' i11 school. 

It has been ol)sc-r\'l'ci th,1t pupils, \\'ho strewn into lc·,tchcTs el,1ssruurns 

every bcgi1111i11g or term, bring their o\\'n pe'l'so1wl historic's. f\Ithough 

thev mw,- \\'ish lo stan ,1 rrc·sh \\'ith tlw Ile'\\' lcTlll, much or 11·hu thcv 

wrnppc·cl up in tlwir past and thl'ir c'lllTt'lll <Jltl or sclwol lin's. It is likc'ly 

thnt solllc or tlwsc· pupils l)c•,1r scars rrnlll tllc'ir past c'xpcric·1Kc' a11d that 

sonw are clltTe1lll\' caught up in desperate wicll'sprc·acl soci,tl problems 

(Ryan and Cooper. 2UU4). 

f\ccording to :-Slllith l'l ,ti ( I L)LJ0), 11w111· r,wto1·s place l)Ul)i!s at risk ror 

developing sc·lrnol prnl)kms. Thl'Sl' r,1,·tors include· pm·nt\, 

honwkssness, singk parc·1ll honws. ,.1busi\'l' p,1n.·nts, su!Jstc111ec abusl' 

and alcohol. 

Thl' ,ti)on· c,1tc'gon or pupils is till' 011c·s 1·c·gcirckcl c1s those· \\·ho ,u-c· al 

risk or se'11oul railurc (Lc\\'is ,incl Do,irl,1g, ] lJLILIJ. 

f\ccorcling to I,,1uch,wk, Egc·n ,mcl C,1nL'I' (2UU2), students pluccd at risk 

arc those· in clanger or railing to ,·0111pktc' tlwi1· c·cluc·,1tion, with the 

nc·c-ess,11·\· skills to su1·1·in· i11 1110cl,T11 so,·i,·t\·. Th,· ll'rrn has been 

bornJ\\·ecl rrorn mcclicinc, \\'here' it rercrs to incli\·icluals who do not have 

any specific clisc·,1se but arc likd\· lo clcvclop it. A which question arises 

is \\'llcll puts them ,it risk u!' lit ii in" in sl'iwol'? 



2.1 Risk factors experienced by children 

Research has bcc·11 concluclccl IA cxpcTls ,111cl il has lx·e11 cst,1blishecl 

that many factors put the chilclre11 al risk or clcTl'ioping school problems 

(Smilll et ,11, l llCJl'i.) 

R\'an ancl CooptT (.200-1-) highlighlc·cl Lill' J,1ilm1·i11g l,1c·lors ,1s being 

responsible for pull.i11g l'i1ilcln:11 ,1l risk or school foilurc; povcTt_,·, 

homekss11css, child abuse, alcohol ,111cl drug abuse, l'iulc11cc· and school 

clrnpuut. 

Rvan and Coopc1· ,1clupted six ke:-· mc·asurc·s as follo11·s:-

When a child is nol living 11·ith his/htT lll'<l p,1rc·1lls is i11 al 1·isk. Sccund 

lhal 11·hc11 ,1 child c·omc·s rrnrn a r,1111il\' 11·hnc· lhc· housl'lwlcl head is 

sl'irnol clrnpm11. A child rrnm a ramiil ll'hcTc' Lill' itKomc· is bl'iu11· the 

1x11·cn1· linl'. 

A child is li1·i11g 11·ilh a p,1re11l or 1x1rc·11ts ll'ho cl,1 not lwn· slc,1cly, Cull

time e111plo1·11w11l. Tlw r,1111iil is rc·cci1·i11g 1H·IL1rc· l)c·ndils. Till' child docs 

1101 lwn· ill',tilh i11su1·a1lt'c' 

Till' a!Jm·,· ,·ilalion 11·c1s rel,:1Tcd lo llw ,1l risk stucknls in the Unilccl 

States or AmcTica. and lhcTc·!'ore lilt' lasl [11·0 kc·1· 111,·asLll'es ma,· 11ol be 

applicabk lU the· l,c·nya11 Slalc· ur E,·011,11111·. 

Where 11wjurit1· o!' Lill' p,1re1lls ar,· nol c·111pl,,_1c·tL ,111d there· is 110 pulin ur 

0 ivino 11·,·IL1rc lic·tll'l.ils ,incl 110 d1ilcl h,1s lwallil i1isura11l'c', c'Xl'l'j)l for llw 0 0 

rich. 

fvkColl'n (JlJ().2), C<llllribuLc·d 1hc1l Lile ,1bo1·c· mcnlirnwcl probkms cl,·11_1· 

pupils Lill' 111,·,1surc· ,,r sc·curil_1· ,1t c·<l111!,,n lh,1l mosl or lill'l11 11,·,·d Lo 

pursue· their go,tls. ()lhc1· prnblcms lh1·ca1,·11 lill'ir ill'alth uncl s,1kl1·. 
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Smith cl al ( J L)CJ/-lj h,>\H'\.LT highlighlccl lh,ll nTle1i11 l,1,·t,11·s lictn· ,1 ckar 

co1Telation 11·ith sl'ill>ol JJroblcms. The ,1ulhors ,·itl'cl McPanlancl and 

Slal'in ( \ LlCJU) report alJullt third grnclcrs. 1\'hu rc,tcl one \"l'cU- below grade 

level, have bcL'n 1-ctainccl in one gptck, L'Olllc rn>m 1011· socio cconornic 

backgrounds and who atlend sd1uol with rna11_1· othLT puor children 11·hu 

have stlmost 110 cha11ec of gracluating [mm high sd1uuls. 

2.2 How the factors work to put children at risk of failing in 

school? 

Schol,trs han· L'X:tmi1wcl till' 1xc·1·ious mcnli<>lll'cl 1,1,·tors ,rncl l'Stablishccl 

hu11· lhc1· in ll'ntL'l wi l h the chi lei 1·L·n 's Ii re L'XjlLTictKL'S. 

2.2.1 Poverty and at risk behavior 

According l<> Smith cl al ( J L)L)ll), pm·cTl_1· is ,1 S<>l'i,tl condition associated 

wilh rn,1n1· clifkrcnt kinds or prnlJkrns. PunTt_1· L·an IJe rl'latcd lo crime, 

physic,tl abUSL', k,irning problems, ctrnl L'lllolion,tl prnblcms. L,·wis ancl 

Doorlcig (] LJL)lJ) also ,1ss,1,·i,1tccl pun·rtv 11·ith JJ<><11· 11utrilion, ,ind cilc·cl a 

l(inckrganL·ncT 11·Jv, cu11ws to schuol huny,i-1 1·l't poor nutrition h,1s also 

been ubsLT\Tcl l<> lrnn· ,1 11,·g,1ti1·,· cll,·,·t on chilclrL'll 0s health, and 

conscqucn I[\· thL·i r ac, tckm ic J)LTfo rm,1 n,·c. 

Povcn_1· lws also IJcTn assm·i,1lccl with clillcrL·nt kinds or clisabililics such 

as lllL'ntal 1-cl,ircl,1tion e1ncl k,m1ing clisaiJilitics (Smith allCI Luekasson, 

1 YY:2). Pon·rt1· has ,tlsu IJn•n assm·iatc 11·ith JJ<Jllr JJt-cn,nal ecu-e. poor 

parenting, and hungn, limitccl hectlih cir,·, singk JXtrcnl household ancl 

poor living conditions (Smith c'l al, J LJlJ8). 

It was also obscT\'L'ci that sonw 1·uu11g girls h,11·L· IJcc·n mack 1·ul1wra1Jk tu 

unsafe se cxploit,ui,>n b1· JJO\'cn1·. Sonw han· lwcl lo indulge int,> li1·e sex 
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\\'i(h nwks be·e·,1usl' thl'\. h,1n· to SUl'\'i\·,·. Till' 1·e·sults h,1\·e· l'itlll'r !wen 

contraning or \·cneTcal clise,1scs and HIV //Ii OS 

pregnant, \\'on,c· or all e·w·lv 11w1Tiugc·s. 

,1s \\'di as falling 

2.2.2Family composition and pupils at risk behavior 

The l\.[K or ramil_\ i'rnm \\'hid1 c·hildre·n lwil 11w_\ pl,we· tlll'm at risk nr 

school frtilure·. The nature· oi' J;·1111ilv relationship be-co111l's tlwn a major 

foctor in this e·otlle'Xl. 

Rc·sc·arch indicatc·s tlwt thc'l'c' is ,1 risin_L', numlJcT or childrc·n bl'ing rnisecl 

b:s· single- p,ll'e'tlls. Fur those 1x11·cnts or \·oungcT chilclre11 not n:·t in 

school, \\'urking uutsick tlw home· rnisc·s tlw issuc· or inadequate d1ild 

care. Limited amount or time· is ,;pc·11t \\'ith till' chilclrc·n (R\·,m ,1ml 

Cuopn. 2UU4). 

FurtheT morc·, rc·s,_,11·dll'rs lrnn· c·st,1blislll'd th,1t usuttllv single· nwllll'rs 

raising chil(I ,'l'n, sonll'linll's clo not lrnn· ,1ckquatc· rin,111n·s to Lake can· or 

them. Thi·, thcTd,1rc· IJcT<>mc·s ,1 r,1cto1· tlwt p1·c•\'c•11ts 1x1n·nul im·,>l\·emc·nt 

in the >,·hilclre•n's s,·l1t1oling. 

Divorce· on the other had cm act ,1s st1·css r11ctor, \\·hich puts cl1ild1-cn ·s 

c·clun1lio1wl ad1ic•\'l'111l'11l ,1t risk. Di\'l1rcc· offl'rs till' JY>tc·ntials gr\l\l'lh ,rncl 

nc\\' intcgLtlions, IJlll too oi'tc·n it cTc·,1tc·s 0111_\ 1irnbil'ms l,11· chilclrcn ancl 

,dthough soml' c·h ild rcn e·u1x· \'l'I'\' \\'l·I I \\"it h till' l rn uma su 1T,1uncl i ng 

divorce·, rnarn· rc·ac·t \\'ilh m,1jur academic prn!Jkrns. Thc· n·ntral clikmma 

in 111,rn\· clinll'n·s is tlwt in the conrlil'l oi' intc'l'c'sl bcl\n·e·n till' c·hilcl's 

need 1·or nmlinuit\· oi' Lill' l;1111il\ unit ,111cl thc· JJ,1rc·nls ckcision to 

breakup till' ramily that JJ1·m·idc:cl till' child's main sup1iuns. 

According lo Smith c·t al (] lJCIS), d1ildrc11 1·l',ll'l in cliiTl'n'lll \\W,'S to 

clivurcl', i11clucli11g Lile· l'ollu\\·ing; i'l'l·ling guilt. ,1nxic·l\', exhibiting social 



problems. c'XJ)lTJL'lll'lllg or gricL lx·coming ,111gr1· ancl hostile. The· 

foregoing char,1ctcTistics ,,!' l'llLl\'sc· i11tcTkrc ll'ith till' ,1,·,1ckmic· prngrcss 

or children in tc·rrns or thc·i1· abilitl' to rcl,1tl' \l'ith till' 1·cst or their 1wers as 

\\'ell as the tc·achcrs 11·ho leach lh,·111. 

Death or parents ,ilso plm-cs pupils nt risk or ,1caclcrnic l°'1ilun:. When a 

child's parent dies cxtc·rn,tl c'\Tllts im1)i11gc' on the· child's ptTs<malit\' in 

three 11·a1·s: till' child has to ckal ll'ith the· 1·,·,ilit_1· 01· dt·aL11 itst'lr: must 

adapt lo the resulti11g changes or till' l'arnih· a11d lws to c·onlencl ll'ilh the 

perpetual absence· or lilt' lost parent (Smith ET al, 1 CJLl/-l). 

2.2.3Abuse and neglected children 

(,iving up 1n an abusi1·,· rrnnil'I' plan·s c·hilclre11 at a sig11iri,·,11ll risk l,ff 

prnbkms. Chile! ,1buse m-curs in liu11ilics rrnrn c·1·tT'I' S<ll'io-cconomic 

status, rare 1·c·ligill11 and L'll111ic· bac·kgrnuncl in socil't1·. F,1mih· mc·mbcTs, 

acquain1,111L'cs, 01· c1·en strangers llW'I IJL' ,1 s,1u1·c·c· or ,dJusc·. Children 

have IJc-cn abu,;nl in sc·1·,·r,tl clilTcTc'11l 11·m·s that placc·s them al risk rur 

problems in school. /\l)llSt' L'clll lc1kc· limn ,,!' c·rnotion,d :dJusc· inl'<1lving 

u111Tason,1bk cknwncls pl,wcd 011 chilclrc·n I)_\' c·itlwr 1i,11·,·11ts. silJlings' 

pens rn· lL',whcTS, 1h,1t ca11 11,Jl [)ossibh Ix· met [Srnith ,·t ,d. I LJLJ8). 

Charnctnistics such as absence or positi1·c sl'ir image', bchm·ioral 

cxltTrnes, ckp1·,,ssion, clcri,lllt ,lllcl ,111tisoci,d lic·h,11·ior, ;1"2;grcssin·11css arc' 

all atlribulc·s or c·11wtio11,tl ,tliusi1·c· lll l'11ilcln·11 (Dc-!-l,1n, Srnuk· and 

Coopc:r, .2UU-I-). 

Physical abuse· or c·hildrcn ll'hil'i1 includes lx·aling, str,lllgUlcLtio11s, burns 

lo the bocl1· a11cl other t,,nns or ph1·sic·,tl bn11,tli1/.,1tio11, rnakt·s alTct'ls the 

an1ck111ic p1·og1·c·ss ,,r l'i1ildrc·11 IJ1· ruilurc· ,,r grc1ck, i'i11di11g clilTiculL'I' in 

establishing peer relationships and substance abuse. Somt· children have 



sustained injuries \\'hich 

(OeHcu-l cl al, '.2UU-+). 

hm·c clisablccl Llll'ir cognilin· runclioning 

2.2.4Substance abuse and at risk behavior 

Drug use and alcohol abuse has bl'l'll reported ,1 prnblcrn ror pupils. 

Accuralt' statistics arc· h,1nl l() rind i)Ul c'slinwtc·s inclicalc' that lJ.2°·0 or 

our pupils a!Jusc· drugs ,111d smoke· c·ig,1rl"lLc·s (\-Vo<Jll"olk, l llCiS). 

F'aclors such as ha\'ing rric·ncls \\'ho prn\'iclc· Lhe drug,:; ,me! encourage 

their use, Im,· S()l'ioecunornic slatus, clisturlx·d Ltrnilic·s, aclu!L rarnih· 

members using Lill' drugs, p<Hll" sc·lrnol J)cTl<ll"llWlll'l', strcssrul li!"c· c'\"l'llls, 

clcvianl behavior, clcprc·ssi()ll or anxicLy c,111 ,di conlril)Ulc' lu Lhc 

possibilit,· llrnL an incli\'iclual \\'ill be' ,1L risk l,ir use· or abuse' or alcohol 

and drugs. The greater Lhc 11u111IJ,.T or Llwsc· l':1cL()t·s inrlucncing a spcciric 

slucknl till' mut·l' likc·h· Lhat Lill' stuclc·nt is L<J ,t!)us,· ,tlcohol atlll ollll'r 

drugs (Lc·\\·is ancl D,Hil'i,1g, ] <J<J<lj. 

2.3 Interventions for learners at risk 

Experts lwn· ,1ch·iscd tlwl sl"irn"ls put in pl,1cT ,1 c,1nduciw· ka1·ning 

e1wirn11m,·11L l,ll· pupils ,,·ho hmT i)l'l'tl puL ,1l risk or railurc· in school. 

Uriffilh (.2UU2) ror example mlvisccl lhaL cffccLin· schools for slucknls 

placed at risk should l,1cus 011 111utu,il rc·sp,·cL bl'l\\'('Cll tc·achcrs and 

stuclcnls, !)lTsotwl 1·,·sponsil)iliL,. :111d ,·oop,T,1Liu11. 

Barr and PatTc'll (:2001) ancl Uriffilh (:2U0.2) 011 Lhis nut emphasized Lill' 

followino-:::,, 

• A s,1k ancl orclcl'I_,· sch,iol clim,1lc· 111 \\·hic·h lhl' sluck11ls 

unclnst,rncl the· 11wa11i11g i)c·hincl till' pu1·1)(isc· ur schoul and 

classroom ntks; 
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• Ac,1ckmic· olJjn·tiH·s liwusi11g 011 tlw 1rn1st,·n· 01· conlc'11t; 

• Caring ancl clcmancling lcaclwrs ,incl high ,·xpcl'lalions i'or all 

studcn ls; 

• Crnipcratiun. ,1 sense or c·,i111111unil\' ,11HI prn-s,JC·i,li values 

• Students 1·c·sponsibilit_,. ancl sell' 1·egul,1tio11 clecTc·,1secl c·mphasize on 

external c·u11tn1ls 

According l<l Srnith c'l al ( J l)tJ8) thne arc' 1,n1r prirna1·y apprnachcs lo 

ckaling \\'ith pupils ,1l 1·isk 1,1r r,1ilu1·c- in sc'l1,1,1ls. Tlwsc i11c'luck tlw 

i'ollm,·ing cumpulsut'\' 01· m,1kc· up 1'01· existing or p,1sl risk !'actors a11cl 

their e!Tec·ts in krn·nc-r's li\'es. Morrison ( 1 lJllr) aclvisc·s that t't'acling 

prograrns arc· cxampks of' crtiins lo 1·c·clun· 011 the· i111p,1cl oi' po,·c'l'l\' on 

chilclrc11. 

Prevention prngrnms 011 till' other ha11cl i'ucus 011 keeping l'lTlain tll'gative 

facLors Cn)111 h,1\·ing 1:111 in1p,1cl on k,1n1t.Ts drug prc\'L'lllion pnJgra1ns
1 

a11li srnoki11g c·clucatio11,tl di,1ns ,111d sc·x ccluc·ation prngrams arc 

cxarnpks Cl!' c'ITClns cksignecl to kec·p k,m1c't's !'mm ckH·loping prnbk-111 

beh,1,·iors. 

lntcrn·11tion programs i'on1s 011 l'iimi1wti11g 1·isk 1,wtors. The'\ i11duck 

t1..·,H:hing ll'<.'ll<lJJ.lTS ho\\. l() bt· goocl [)<11\:nts. 

Early i11tern·11tio11 programs t,1rgc·l p1·cschCl<il c·hilclrcn. 

Transition is desig1wcl l<l lwlp karnns sc·c· lill' rc·,tl \\'oriel. St'11ools lo 

,,·cH·k prngr,1ms, ,,·hic'l1 help J)llpils lo m,i,·c· 1·ro111 sl'11Clol lo ,,·ork, arc 

effective tr,ll1silion prngrnms. 

Schools should llicrc·i'ore prm·ick ,1 ,·,1ric·t,· or J)rngrnms lo prevent 

problems !'mm clc-n·loping a11cl to ,1clclwss prnlJkms thal clo cle,·L'iup. 

11 



CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.0 Introduction 

This chapter discusses the methods used to collect data. It 

discusses the design, study area, sample size and sampling 

procedure, instruments. data collection procedure and data 

processing nnd c"malysis. 

3.1 Research design 

This study used a descriptive sun'e\·. The research dre\\" from both 

the qualitative and quantitative analvsis approaches in order to get 

a bigger picture both in number and data. 

3.2 Study area 

This stud\· \\"c,s conducted m selected pnman· schools of 

Gatamai\·u di\·ision, Lari district in l,enn, to in\·estigme on the 1·0Ie 

of changes in society in putting learners at risk of school failure. 

These schools include: l,amuchege priman· school, N\·arnuthaga 

primary school. Muthandi priman· school, Wan O"\\·are b primary 

school, l<arigui-ini primary school, l,ag\\·e pnmary and Karatina 

primary school. 
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3.3 Sample framework 

3.3.1 Sample size 

This stud\' obtained information from upper priman· classes(forms) 

and teachers acted as ke.\' informants to this study because they 

were the ones \\·ho \1·ere closer to the children the1· teach. 

3.3.2 Sample technique 

Using a convenient sampling technique, a total of thirt_1· six 

respondents 11·ere picked at random to participate in this stud1·. 

3.3.3Sample procedure 

In cnrr1·ing out the research. the rese,1rcher obtained a release 

letter from the course administrator 11·hich he presented to the 

schools under stud1·. 

3.4 Methods for data collection 

3.4.1 Instruments 

Questionnaires 

These 11·ere used to extract in formation from teachers. learners and 

intervie1\'s for parents. Open ended questionnaires 11·ere suitable for 

investigating deeper the subject matter. Observation 11·as also clone 

on the status uf the children. 
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3.4.2 Sources of data 

This stud\· used both pnmary and seconclan· data. Primai·y data 

were collected using questionnaires and inte1Tie11·s \\'ere carried out 

with both learners and teachers. Secondan· data \\'ere gathered 

through document analysis in the form of reports, training manual, 

news papers, and journals for the period under stud1· 11·as read and 

the required data collected from them. 

3.5 Data processing and analysis 

Qualitatil'e data i1woll'ecl three sets of acti1·ities 11·hich included: 

editing, coding and frequency tabulations. Editing 11·as clone by 

looking through t'ach of the field rt'sponst's from inLervie\\' guides 

ascertaining that e1·er1· applicable qut'stion has an ans\\'er and all 

errors eliminatt'cl for the complett'ness, accurac1· and uniformity. 

Tht' researcht'l' tlwn proceeded onto coding the 1·,w10us responses 

given to particular questions that lack coding frames, sht' then 

established ho11· man\· times t'ach alternati1·e 1·t'sponse categor\' 

was gi1·en an ans11·t'r using tally marks 11·hich \\'as later added up. 

Data were then prt'sented in frequency tabulations rendering it 

ready for interpretation. Quotations and field notes made 11·ert' also 

included. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

4.0 Introduction 

The study \\'as carried out in Ciatamai)'U di\·ision. Lari district in 

Kenya to investigate the role of changes in society in putting 

learners at risk of school failure. The research observed and 

measured the follO\l'ing \'ariables: pre\·alence of chilcli-en at risk of 

school failure: pm·eny in families, the famih· relationships, and 

composition, abuse and neglect, alcohol and substance abuse. The 

study measured the pupil's retention in school, their participation 

in school and their sexualit\·. Chapter !'our is all about the 

presentation or data and the anah·sis of the data that \\'ere collected 

from the field. 

4.0.1 Response rate 

Teachers acted s ke\· informants to this study. s111ce the\· \\·ere the 

ones who \\·ere closer to the children the\· teach, thirt\· six 

questionnaires \\'ere clistributecl to the respondents and all ot· them 

\\'ere filled in. 

4.1 Prevalence of learners at risk of school failure in selected 

primary schools 

Oneisten and Lavine (:2000), obserH·d that in schools, there \\'eTe 

some children who did not manifest any problems se\·ere enough to 

result in disabilit\'. \'et the\' are at risk or developing achievement 
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and behavioral problems that can limit their success in school and 

as young adults. The stud\· therefore in\·estigatecl the existence of 

children \\·ith the Collm\·ing characteristics. 

Table 1: Showing prevalence of learners at risk of school failure 

- - - ~- -- --- - - - --- - - -
1 Prevalence of learners with at risk behavior 

Corn,· tu sl'i1uol hungn 

Perform poor!\· in class 

Truants 

'Have n~g,~tivc attituck to11·,11·cls s~·huul 

Lu11· p,1nicip,1lillll in ,·lassnillrn ,1cti1·iti,·s 

: Sexual!\· u,·til'l' 

Pregnant 
-

Abuse drugs ur akuhlll 
j_ --- - -- -

' Cum,· frnlll cli1·<J1·c·l'cl r,rn1ili,·s 

Source: Field data 2010 

' 

' 

I 

High Low 

-+ Jl 
--

1 ;i 21 

.-, -
' ,J() 

:, -11 
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l l) i ]lJ 

-!-----··-- --- ----
0-
-.>0 

21 
I 

15 

-+ : ,'11 

From the· alJm·,· talJil', statistics 1·c1·,·,1kd that ,1,·cording l<J lhl' 111ajo1·itv 

rl'sp,mcknls tlwn· \l'l'l'l' rc'\\'l'I' pupils \I'll<> 1·,·p<>t·t,·cl lo s,·lrnol ln1ngr1· 

although lwndrul ,,r lc·al'i1,Ts said till' 11u111IJ,T 11·"s high. F'il'tl'c'll lc·,1clwn-; 

shar,·cl llwt 1hc1· hacl ,1 high nullllxr or pupils ll'ho pl't·fornwcl poorly in 

class, while the rc'lllaining lln'nty one saicl the·\· 11·,Tc kw. 

Accorcling lo ,di Lh,· lcachcTs, the 11u111lxT or lntanl l)Upils 1n1s low. But 

lhil'l1 on,· <Ji' ll1L't11 sugg,·st,·cl lhal till' llUllliJc't' llf pupils 11·ho clislikecl 

schoul was lm1·, ,tltlrnugh ril'c 01· thc'lll saicl it 11·as high. F'unhn lllorc, 

thirty !'our leachns ci,1i11wcl that lhl' 11urniJcT or students with loll' 



About lhuse pupils who \\·c·1·e s,·xualh· ,wti1·,·. sixt,:,·11 lc,1dwn; claimed 

the nurnlxr was high; ll'hilc the r,,maining 11i11,·t,·c11 said their 11umbtTS 

\\'ere lmn'L About pregmuw_1· among the k111,1k pupils. thin\· rive 

Lc·acilt'rs 1·,1t,·d till' <>n·u1Tc·1w,· ,1s low. Frn· drug ,111d ,ileohol ,i!Jus,-; the 

teachc1·s 11·ho 1·atc·cl it ,1s high 11·,·n· t 11·,·11t\· <lilt'. 11·hik the 1·,·mai11i11g 

LwenL\" one said Llw rigurc·s 1n·t·c· muc-11 lmnT. Thin1 l\\'o Lc·aehcTs shared 

that the numbn or pupils 11·ho haikcl rrnrn IJr,,kcn 1·elationships was lo\\'. 

All in all, lhtTC arc pupils out lhcr,· in prnm1r1· sehools 11·ho ,1tT inclcccl al 

risk or dmpping out or sdl<lol ancl thnl'i"ure lw1·,· lo be· hl'iped bci"or,· it is 

loo late. 

4.2 Dominant factors responsible for putting children at risk 

of school failure 

According lo Smith el al ( J llll:--\). ,t number or ral'lors ,ire responsible ror 

putting children ,1l risk or school l:1ilu1·,·. These· ra,·tors inclucl,· hunlt' 

,·m·iron111,·tll,il. illlli1·idu,il as 1wll as biolugi,·,il. This 11·as tlwrcron:> 

inn·stignt,·d IJ\· 1·,tti11g the numbn or ,·hilclrc·n ,·xp,Ttc'tll'tllg the risk 

friclot·s. 

4.2.1 Home environment and learners at risk of school failure 

The ract,H·s 11·i l hi n the chi Id's horn,·. speei rie,il h· l he s,wio-e,·onornic 

status h,1\·c· a gr,·at inl"lt1,·1ll'c' on the ehikl"s ,1,·,1ck1nic prngrl'ss in school 

runlll'r, t'H'n the l\ IJL' 01· l:ttnih· 1·l'latio11ships grc·ull_1· all,·,·t this child's 

educati<Jnal ad1ic•\'c•111c·11t ,incl prngn:ss in sl'll<lul ,rncl ,·,>111pklio11 .. 
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Table 2: Presents the respondents view on how the home 
environment has influenced the pupils at risk of school failure 

-

' At risk factors within the home 
---- - . -- ----- ·------------- --

Children coming rrn111 pour ramilic·s 

!chilcl-1~c-;:;-;::~;;;-;i11g rrom r:m;-Cfics \\'hose p~1rcnts arc 
' 

I uncmployccl 
--~ 

i Chilclrcn cuming 1·n,m homc·s \\'here llw rather has ' . 
' j_~~\- eclucation,d atlclirnnc·nt ________ _ 

, Chilclren arc coming Crum a home \\'ilcTc' ,,1w or l\\'<l ' . 

'. parents al)usc ,tlcolwl c111cl drugs 

: Chilcln·n arc coming Crom single- parc·nt Cc1111ilic·s 

, Many, Few· None' 

20 

12 
1 

I -1-, 

' (') 

1 () 

-j----, 
. I 

2 

1-Cl1ilcl1:t;;l-HIT 1·ro111 a ramil)· \\"hc·r·c:parcnt,tl guiclci11l'c' .1-1- ' , 
! 

! is poor· 
. --·----- - -- -- - --

Chi I cl rc narc· Crom a L1mily \\'llt'rc· the 1x1rc·nts have 
-- -- ;- -·--· -- -

8 2 

cithl'r brnkl'n up or ,ire· ,1buut to 

Source: Field data 2010 

Prom the clata in the abo\·e table; thirt\· four teachers saicl that 

there \\·ere man\· pupils. the_\· \\'ere teaching ancl \1·ere coming rrorn 

poor families. onh· t\n1 teachers saicl the\· \\'ere re\\'. Seconclly thirt)' 

four teachers aclmitted that they taught chilclren \\'hose parents are 

unernp]O\·ecl. Only one said that they \\·ere re\\. and another one 

said that such children \WTe not in existence. 

4.3 How factors have worked to put the learners at risk of 

school failure 

Experts in the rielcl out there hm·e in\'estigatecl. ancl established 

that the risk factors i11ten1ct \\·ith the chilclren's li\·es ancl \\·ell being 

I~ 



and then create educational problems for the learners. The 

research the1·efore at this point inl'estigated ho11· the at risk factors 

were negatively impacting the educational attainment of learner. 

4.3.1 Poverty and at risk of school failure 

Scholars hcwe named pm·ert1· as one of the social conditions which 

create many problems to indi1·iduals and 111 particular 1·oung 

children. 

Table 3: Presents the responses as to how poverty manifests itself in 

different problems which pupils face 

-· -

i How poverty influences the academic 
I progress of learners 
;-Children who ,ire poor clo not rcl'cl \\'c·II 
:_ rn1_d __ tlwrdorc 1x·1-!"urn1 poorl_1· in <'lass 
, Children rrnm il<Hll" r,1milic·s clo ll<Jt attend 
' school rcgubrl_1· bc-c,1us,· thc·_1· !,wk s,·lrnlar 

materials 

1 Poor parents w·,· sl rcssed ,incl c·an not 
I guiclc the bl'iw1·ior ancl c·clu,·u1ion or lill'ir 
; chilclrcn 
,--Because• o/

0 
pm·c-rt1· S<ll1ll' d1ilclrc·n arc 

i malnow·ishc·cl ;iml ihc-rc•i<ffc' pc-ri"orrn p,101·!:s 
•· rvi-:i1;rnurislwcl chilclrc·n arc cd\\',1ys sic·kh 
I - . . 
I and thc-rei<ire clu nol ,1ttl'llcl sd100! 
I 

! regular!\· ;-----""-~-- --~ 
! Poor parents lack high acack·mic 
! qualific,11io11s and thc-r,·Corc· can nut lwlp 
'_their chi_lcl1-cn 11ith 1·c·acling 
Source: Field data 2010 

Yes ! No 
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I Do not kno~ 
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' -I 

l .2 

. - I 

' -

Frnm the anal1·sis in table- 1, it \\'as cliscm·c-rc-cl 1h,1t rirtcen teachers 11·erc 

in agreement th,ll some· c·hilclrcn rrnm puu1· l~unilies \\'ere· not rcc·cling \\'Cl! 
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a11cl tlll'rl'i"orc J)cTr"r111c·cl p"url\ ,1 t sl'irn"I. Ni Jll'lc'<.'11 ho\l'e'\'eT cl isagrc·ccl 

with the' statc:lllc'lll and till' rc·111aining thrc·e· did n,ll knm\·. 

This rinding is in ,1grce·111e·nt Doork1g ( 1 e1qe11 \\·ho l,1111c·11tccl that some 

chilclre·n l'()llle' to school hungn· am! tlwrl'i<>rc· JXJ\' little alte·ntion in ,:lass. 

Secondly, l\H'nty one' tc·,1che·rs \\·ere· in suppun or tlw ite·111 that pour 

pupils clu not at te·ncl school regularly. Till' c·k\'c:11 hm\'e'\'er were in 

disagreement with the state·rnent and the· 1·c·111aini11g four clicl not know 

\\·hat to bl'iie·n·. 

Unc agmn the· ai)<l\'l' rinding e·an be· e·xplai1ll'cl IA re·se·,uTilt'rs whu have 

cstablishccl that chilclrc·11 rrorn pour J'arnilie·s \\·ill ,ilwa\'s lw kcpl at hurnc 

to pro\'iclc· l,ii)or which e·a11 not bl' ,i1To1·ded. It ,dso cw1 be· clue· to pc1rl'11ts 

failing to prm·icle ror tlll'ir chilclre·n \ 1·equir,·111,:11ts ror school, sul'h ,1s 

books ancl pe·n s. 

About poor JXll'e'Jlls J)l·ing strl'ssccl, a11cl rn>l be·ing abk lo pro\'icle· !'or lhc·ir 

children's c·d ue·a t io1wl ,rnci ill'lrnvior,d gu icl,rnn·, l'igh Ll'l'll Lc·,1chc'l's agreed 

Lo the stc1lc'llll'lll, unh six disagre·c·d ,lllcl till' rc·m,1i11i11g t11·l'ln· did ll<il 

k110\\'. No nrnlte'l' wlwl till' 1·e·spo11sc· \\·as l<> tlrnse' \\·ho aclmille'ci, lhc:J't' is 

some truth in thl' ri11cli11g bccausl' it is citl'cl tlwt sornl' chilclrc11 lack 

prop,·r guiclann· i)<!lh ac·,1de111ic,11!_1· ancl 111ornll\· i)e·c·,1usc· nr till' stre·ss 

that their 11are·11ts e'XJXTic·11c·l'. This 01· e·<JLWil' 1ll'gatin·I\ ,tlTc-c·ts tlll'ir 

rl'iationship \\·ith ulhe'l' childre·11 al school ,1s \\·ell as thc-ir acackrnic 

pcrronnanct' (Unnoncl, '.:!OOJ). 

About 111al11ut1·itio11 clul' tu puvcrt\' ,1111,>11g pupils. ,lllcl 11oor [)crrorn1,uicc, 

rnai11· Lcadll'rs (.J 1) agrc·ccl Lu this slale'lllc'lll. U111\· ruur clisagrcccl and u11c 

did 11ol kilo\\'. Further st.ill thirl\' l\\'u Lem:heTS agre·c·cl that the 

malnourished pupils ,11-c ot'tcn sick!\· and Lilt'rl'i'<lrc· clu not attend school 

rl'gulad:,· c111cl the· 1-c111ui11i11g lr>ur clis,1grc·c·cl. T1·u,· poor nutrition 
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negatively affects lhe bnti11 ru11cliu11ing or d1ilcln:11 ,rncl also leads lo 

ph1·sic·al irn1xtin11c·11l in the l)od1· lhcTcl)\' 1·c·sulli11g inlo po,ir aGtcll'mic 

perfonnanc-c. 

Teachers \\'c't·c also i 11 ag1·c·c11w11 l l hal low eel ucal ioncil slal us parc·n ts can 

11\Jl prol'iclc· aclc·c1u,1lc c·cluc·,1lio11al suppon lo lhc·i1· chilcl1·c·11. This is llw 

reason as lo wl11· some· d1ilclrc11 c,rn tl<ll rc·,tcl dk-cli1·d1· ,lllcl thcrl'l,irc 

poor pc·rl,Jn11a11c·c in class (Urmoncl, lUUJ). 

4.3.2Family composition and school failure 

The type \Jr fomil\· in which the young child grows rrnm: lhe rdaliunship 

or parents, and other circurnslanc·es such ,1s ckalh ,t11cl sickness, moral 

conduct or aclulls ,ill put the· children al risk or sdwul failure. 

Table 4: Presents the respondents views on how family has put 
children at risk of school failure 

1 How families increase at risk behavior 

among children 

, Wurking p,1rc·11ls d" 11,il lrn1·c· lime· lo lwlp 

the chilcl1-c11 

Divorcccl families affcl'l the ccluc,1lio11 ur 

their chilclrc'll 

i Cl~ilclrc·n rrorn single- pw·c·11l l(tmilics arc· 

affeclecl acaclernic·,dl\· 
- ----- ---- - -
Chilclrl'll rrorn ,1busin· rarnilic·s arc· poo1· 

, performers in school 
---

Yes 

l) 

1 :=; 

Dc:alh a11cl sickm·ss ur 11,1re11ls affecl llw .1-+ 

, academic IXTl<ir111,111l'c oC pu11ils 
!_ -----, --

Source: Field data 2010 
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F1·om the an,tlvsis or clal;i lhal \\'CIT pre·se·llll'd in t,1bk 4, it \\·as 

established llrnl some \\'orking parenls did nul lrnn· enough time lo IJl• 

with tlwi1· ehildre·11 (eJ). This or course pls lhe·rn ul risk or sdiuul railun,. 

The numbcT ur re·spondenls \\·;is ltl\\' lx-c;ius,· must pure·nts \\"ithin this 

place du nol have' jobs; instead tlic,· \\'Ork in lheir gm·clcns. Seco11cll>· 

Lwent>· nine rcsponclcnls dicl not agree lu the· Slale'llll'nl and the 

rc·nrnining e·ighl did not kno\\' \\'IWl to l)e·lie·n·. 

About divorce or parents putting children t\\'c•nt\· sc'\'C'n tc,1d1e1·s agreed 

that school failure \\'as eminent ir Llw pa1·cnls or children separnted, 

although till' seven dis,1g1Tecl ,llld lill' renwining l\\·u clicl nul ugrc'l'. 

Fifteen Leaclwrs ,1grc·c·cl liwl c·hilclren or single 1x11·c·nls ,1n· al risk or 

railing in school, llw c·kn:11 s:1id 110, ,llld tlw renwining did 1101 kt10\\'. On 

the rurc·going nule, !~van and Couper (lUU-1-) g,1n· re·,1so11 or ho\\' single 

pa1Ttlling can pul k,1nwrs atT risk i11 lirnl \\·hc·n a rnuLhcT nlll 110L 

suppon hn chilclrc·n rin,mciall\ ancl c·rnoliu1wlly, lhen lhis child is 

exposed to h,1rsh conclitions. 

FunhcT more·. l\\'e•Jll\ eight lc·:tchcTs ,1g1·ce·cl lirnl lhe'_\· L,1ughl nwm· pupils 

whose pa1·e·11ts \\'eTc' ,1busi11g drugs and ,tlcolrnl, ,t!Lhough si:--: lcacheTS 

said tlll'y \\'l'l'e' i'e'\HT ,lllcl lhc !,isl l\\'tl s,1icl such child1·e·11 \\·ere not 1n 

c:--:islcncc. 

Thinv Lc,tC!wrs r,1lc·cl lhe· nurnbeT or pupils c·orning !'mm singk pa1-cnl 

rarnilics as high ,llld the remaining si:--: i)eing lc·\\'eT. Fo1· the pUj)i!s who 

came I'rnrn l'amilie·s \\'ithout propc1· parc·nlal guid,lllcc', thirty lour 

teachers snicl thn· were many and the· rc11wi11i11g two s,1id that they were 

fe\\'. For Lill' d1ilclre·11 i'l'lllll broken l~trnilic·s l\\'e•nty si:--: lc'ctl'ile·1·s rnLcd them 

as many while- e·ight sc1icl lhc·\ \\'LTe' i't'\\' ,rncl the· l\\'ll said the>· clicl nut 

exist. 



From lhc· al)m·c· rinding lhcTl' c<rc 11wn,· c·hilclrc-11 li,·ing under adverse· 

honw cunclitions. The clurninanl hu11ll' concliliuns \\·hich arc pulling the 

children al m<H'c' t·isk induclc· pm'<Tt\·, oc-cupational sl,tllls or patTtHs and 

poor 1XU-<'11lal guiclancc·. Thcs<' 1rnl l'i1ilclrc·11 ,it risk in 11w11y w,i,·s; pun-rly 

for example- limits the opponunilics or ,·hilclrcn to rully panicipalc in rrec 

priman· cclueation, bcc,iusc lhcs<' chilclr,·11 c,tti tlUl ,ifliircl cclucnlional 

malcTials, <JI" tlwy arc k•rl al honw lo suppk·rn,·nl i11cu11ll'. 

4.4 How schools have handled learners at risk of school 

failure 

Well run and ,w,tclcrnic·,tll:,· i<JL'Us,:cl sclrnols ,trc· nc·c·clcd tu aclclr,·ss the 

educational nc,·ds ur karncTs placc·cl at risk ur clrnpping out or school. 

The prnbkrn hml'l'\'LT ts that still'<' llll' 1rnpils arc di\'c'rs,· tn 

characteristics, with clinTsc sl'ls ur m·c·cls, lhcT<' is no single slralcg,· lhal 

can keep them in school. The tTSGtrl'iicr lhndrnT wanll'CI lo c·suiblish 

how this is l)c·ing dotll' in lhc· diffcTt'lll sl'il<lols in till' slud\. 

Table 5: Contains information about what schools have adopted to 

cater for he needs of at risk learners 

Programs established to help at risk pupils in 

school 

Extra reading lessons 
; --- -

, School organizes cklxttc·s, sc·minars 011 scxualit,· ,tncl 
' 

l)[TUJlalll'\' h . 

r-- -

' Seminars Cur akolwl and drug abuse· 
'-~ ·-----
! Teaching or V<Kmion,tl sulJjccts 
' 

Source: Field data 2010 
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Prom the l,J1-cgoing anal\'sis in WIJk ci it \\''1S c:stc1blislwcl that 0111\· L\\'enty 

out or the thin\· rc·sp,H1clc·11Ls 11·cTc· helpi11g Lill'ir k'1rnc'l's Lu catch up \\'ith 

the rc·st or the JJupils. Tlw 1·c·rnai11i11g sixtc'l't1 clicl ,wt ro,· rc''1S<H1S such ns 

there is 110 time li,r thr:·111 clue Lo '111 m·c·doc1cl. 

T\\'l'lll)' lc';tclll'rs ;ig1Tl'ci Lh,1L lhc'\' <lffl'r c·xtrn 1·c-,1cli11g ksso11s lo their 

karncrs '1t1cl Lill' rl'sl clicl 11ol. Funh,T rn,ll·c·, 0111\· se1•c·1llt'l't1 or the 

responcknts orga11izc·cl ,wrninars, 11·01·kshops a11cl ckbatcs i'ur karncrn lo 

sensitize and crnpm1Tr them about Lill' dangcrn or till' risk factors such 

as cad:-• sex and prcg11a11cy ;1s well as cln1g ancl alcohol abuse. 

F'urthc·r more lwli' or the tc·,1c·lwrs ,1cl111ittecl tc·al'11ing 1•oc·,1tio11,d subjeccts 

ancl the lTl11'lini11g hair clicl llOl. 

The 1-liJon· ri11cli11g shows that sl'i1ools ;ire· pcTronni11g, 011 m·cragl' Lo 

i11cluclc· Lill' pupils lll risk ,,1· sc·lwol r,1ilu1·c· i11 c-!'rc·l'li1·c· k,m1i11g. Till' 

reason ll'hich till' 1·csp,H1clc·11ts h11n· g11·c·11 1s lhlll lhc·1· hm·c· an 

01·,·rn·hdrning lllsk i nslrucl ion 



CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.0 Introduction 

This study sel out LO invcstigalc Lhc· sot·icL\· clrnngcs in placing learners 

al risk or scho<JI railu1·e. ClrnplcT rour prcscntnl ,u1,il\·zc·cl ,me! intcqJrc,tcd 

data that \n·re colkl'lcd rrn111 the i'idd. l11 chapLn ri\'l', the analvzcd data 

\\'t'l'l' sum111,ll'izl'CI, ,1 condusion mack ,mcl l'l'L'<Jlllnll'11clations \\·c1-c giVL'll. 

5.1 Summary of findings 

Prevalence of learners at risk of school failure 

Findings rc\•c,ikcl tlrnt ,1 1n1111btT or karnns \\·ho had the t'irnrul'lni;;tics 

that put them al 1·isk or sd1ool railurt· altlwugh some \\.tTt' low. Research 

revcakcl th,il among lilt· pupils e,tch 

number or t·hilclrv11 \\.LTL' being expos,·d to drugs ilnd sul)st:1nt'c' abuse. 

f\nolhtT high numlJcT \\'i!S n<Jl i!S !wing s,.·xuiill\· ill'li\'c• ,111cl \\'<TL' 

performing pn<>1·l_\· i11 cbssrnom ut·tivitics. It \\·,1s ,·stablislwcl that LhtTt' 

\\'CIT kwcr pupils \\'ho c:1nw Lo sl'irnul hungn·, \\·ho \\'cTe truanls, \\'ho 

had a nt·guli\'t' uttituck l<J\\'ards sdrnol. \\'ho lrnd r,dkn prt·gn,ull ,incl \\·hu 

came l'rnm cli\'<)l'l'l' ramilit'S. 

Much as rinclings rt'\'t•Hkcl H smalltT numlx·r, hm\·cvcr minimal Lhc 

n111nbcr or the d1ilclrvn \\·us. it is i111pon,111t to note that in schools \\'here 

\\'C teach tlic1·t· ,u·t, some d1ilcl1-cn \\·ho urc most likt·lv to l,1il in cclucc1lio11 

bccaust· tht'\' ,ire cxptTicncing prnbkms ,1t h<Jlllt' iillcl there Ji1re need tu 

Ix helped oul. Tlwsc chilclrcn art· must likcl\· to drop out 01· scllool. 



Dominant factors responsible for placing children at risk of school 

failure 

Research has i11clie11Lccl Lhal nwm· pu1)ils i11 sl'irn"I \H'rc· eum111g J'rnm 

poor families, \\'hose 1x11-cnls 11·ere u11emplo)·ecl a11cl clicl 110L hm·e high 

eclucatio11al allai11111e11ts. 

F'unhcT J'inings re1·,·,ded Lhal Lhnc· 11·,Tc' some· c·hildrc·n ll'ho hailccl !'rum 

single parc'11L !'amilic·s a11cl some ec1mc' i'rnm l;tmilic·s 11·hcrc one or both or 

the parents abused clntgs ancl alcohol ,111cl 111an1· c·,1111e J'rnm families 

ll'ithouL parental guicl,tt1ec· ,rncl some· J'amilin; hacl brnken LI[). 

The above I'indings raise quesLio11s about Lill' l'l'fcTlin·11ess ur chilcl care 

011 the emoliu11al a11cl inLcllcctual clc·1·c·l"pmc'11L ur chilclrcn (K,1uchack, 

2002). 

Poverty and at risk of school failure 

Studies rc'ITalccl lhat Lhcre ll'crc some pupils ll'h" ll'lTL' !'mm poor 

!'amilics, 11·cTc' 11ol !'cec\i11g ll'cll ,rncl ll'l'l'e tlll'rl'i'o1T 11,Ti<ll'ming poorl1· in 

l'i,1ss. This 11·,1s ,1,·,·orcling t<J till' I ci tc·,whcTs. This ,1,gw,·s 11·ith Doorlc1g 

(Jl)lllJ) because· lw c·xplai11l'll Lhat a hung!'\ c·hilc\ 11m·s liLLk attc'nliun 111 

class. F'i11c\ings hm1·e1'cT also sholl' Lhat 11i11ctc'l't1 ll',ll'hcTs 1n·rc ll1 

c\isagrc·c·mc·nL that [)O\'l'l'l)' caused hungcT anrnng Lhc ehilclren, Lo Lhe 

extent or Llwm p,11·i11g littk attc'tllio11 in sl'11,J<d ,111cl Llw 1·e111ai11i11g Lhrc'e 

lwcl 1rn iclc,1. 

Further, it 11''1S c·sLablislwcl Llwt lhc·1·c· ll'l'l'c' some chilcln:11 J'rnm pou1· 

l;1milies 11·ho die\ 11<lt atlell(I school regulc1rl_1· ,dtlwugh anotlll'r ha11cli'ul ui' 

tc·achc·1·s did 11ot ,1gt·l'l'. This !'i11cli11g c·o11n1rs ll'ith a 1n1mlJc•1· or rcpons 

11·hil'11 han· highliglllc'ci Lhal ehilcl1·e11 ,u·c· sonwtimes kc·pt al h,1me tu 

helped wilh c\omn;tic l\'ork and taking ec1re ur siblings (UNICEF', 2000). 

This has an irn1xic·t on the lcnnwr's acmlcrnic· prng1·,·ss and capabilit1·. 



F'i11cli11gs funheT 1·l'n';1kc\ that p,H11· 1x1re·11ts ,1r,· S<lllll'lime·s stressed clue 

tu fi11nne'ial pnilJkms the·_\· lcte-c. Hc·ne·e· thl'\ fiml n,1 time· to guic\c ,rncl 

cOlltlsel Llie·ir d1ilclre·n. This runlwr CXl)"scs their children to other 

problems such ns c·arly sex ancl marriage <111CI school clropoul. 

i\tlajorit_\- or till' le'achn ,1gre·e·cl tlwt s,imc· pupils arl' \'isil)I\· malnourislwcl 

ancl sickl:s· ,llld he·nce· the· poor perfor11w11ce·. i\tlalnutrition <1Cnll"di11g lo 

UNICEF' (2000) ,1ffeTls till' mcnt,li al)ilit\' or k,1me-rs as \\"di as their 

ph:vsical health, the-reby kacling lo pour gi-acks ,md itTe·gular school 

allcncl,1nn·. 

All tencchcrs ,1n·e·pted that chilclre·n frnm poor i'amilics usually have 

parents with lo\\' educational atuinme·nls, 11wa11i11g that till')' arc most 

likcl)· lo get lo\\' 1x1_\·ing _jul)s and lwnn· earn minimal \\·agc·s \\·hich can 

not suppon tlwir lcllnilics full\-. This oi' e·out·se· e·xposcs the )·oung 

children to 1·isk\· lx·h,1\·ior. 

Family composition and at risk of school failure 

Findings shm\·nl ,1 littk rc·l,1tionship IJc'l\\"c•e·n mJt·ki11g purc·nts ,111d J)UJ)i!s 

al risk of school l,1ilure·, ,is e·\·icknn· i'rnm the· 11\'c'lll\ nine· 1·l'sp,111cle11ts 

\\·ho disagre·e·d \\'ith tlw state'tlll'lll. Tlw i'inding clicl 11,it l°Lill:s- ,1gre·e· \\'ilh 

\\·hat \\'as c,irlicT on cited in R\·an ,iml Coupn (200-1-). But this can be 

attributed to the stud\ aw,1 \\'hich is ntral i11 1wtu1·c· ,me! mm-;L ,1dults arc· 

peasants. 

Divorce among tlw 1xu·c·nts \\'as l,iund to be· ,inc· social rw:tor \\'hich 

greatly affects the pupil's acackrnic pc-rl,mnamT . .i-\cc-,ll"cling to Cobb 

(1000). mam· d1ilclrc11 !"incl it h,1rcl tu ,·,>pc· ,1i"tn the· sc·1x11·,1tiun or tl1l'ir 

parents. This ,llTcc·ts tlwir ,waclcrnic pnl,irmatll'l' in lcTrns or hm\· they 

relate with olheT d1ilclrcn and the: tc·,1chc-rs at school. In other words, 

l"? - , 



these chilclrcn l,wk ps,·ch()l(\ginil alli1chmc'1ll l<l sc:hool ,1s c·adicr on cilccl 

b\· Orrnoncl (2UUJ). 

Frum ri11cli11gs, lill'rc' \\'('\'l' 111ixc·cl lc·cli11g S :1buul c·hilclrc'\l rrn111 sing;k 

parents lx·ing :il 1·isk ()[. sc·hool railurc·. This c·:m Ix· :illributccl LO the 

nalurt' or must Al'ricc111 r,1111ilics, whcrel)Y 111osl wurn,·11 remain married. 

Bul the Ciflecn 1Tsponclc11Ls rcprcscnl lhosc kw singk 1x1rcnls who pul 

lheir chilclrc'n al risk IJ.\ nol ,1clcquall'I\· prn1·iclirn2, l,i1· llll'ir busic nt·c•cls so 

as lo prngr,·ss r,11·ornlJ!\ in sl'irnol. In i',wl lill'sc children lnck enough 

sccuril\' both al lwrnc· ancl al school c111cl hc·ncc· lilt' poor 1xTliin11anct:. 

Death or parcnls ,1·as also cslablishccl Lo be' ,1notlwr 1,·,11· in which pupils 

arc puL al 1·isk or school r,1ilurc'. With 110 one[() prn,·ide rur Lilt' chilclren's 

bnsie· Ilt'ccls and se·curit1· ,1s well as sociul rn·e·cls. 

Abuse and neglect of children 

IL was also ,·st:il1lislwcl liwl child nl1us,· am! ncgkl'l p,1usc·cl prol1krns lo 

pupils in s,·lwol ,llld lh,· rcsp,1ncl,·nls i,knlii'inl so111c· ,·hilclre·n wlw hacl 

IJc'Cll ,li1usnl b1 par,·1lls "1· re·lali1·,·s ancl also sharccl tlwl sue·h viclillls or 

a!Jww hm·,· l1e·h,1Yiornl clisu1·ckrs such as bl'illg ,1gg1·c·ssin· tu olhc:r 

chilclrcn and \\'CTe Jl<ll S()Cializing We'll ,,·ith ()lhn chilclrc11. This e·,rncurs 

with a nurnbn or cit,1li()J1S l,1r c:xarnpk in Slllilh e'l ,ll 1 lJ'l8; Cobbs 2UUU; 

ancl DL'i1arl. Snouk ancl CuopeT 2UtH. Till' ,·cl1walio1wl implie·ations ur 
child abuse and 11cglcci is Lhat an ,1nlisuci,d d1ilcl is lllosl likl'l) lo re·jccl 

by the pt'L'rs, a11cl le·,1e·hcrs at school ,lllci lll'nc·e· tile' p()ur pcri'orrnc11Ke'. 

Substance abuse and at risk behavior 

Studies re·vcalccl th,1t l'c·1,·cr ir not \l()llc' or llll' p1·im,11·y pupils wc1·c 

irwoh·cd in drug and alcohol abusl'. But ,wcorcling lu Lill' an,ilysis rnosl 

respondents c1grn·d th:rt rnam· ur llll' 1rnpils lhc·1· taughl hacl p,1rc:11ts ll'hu 

wcrc· using cl1·ugs allCI \\'c'l'c' clri11ki11g :rk()l10!. Solllctirnes akohul 



consurnpliun c,111 tur11 adults to 1iotc11tial ,diusLTS or \'ou11g L'hilcli·cn ancl 

ht'llCC pulling lhL'111 '1l risk or schrn1I re1ilurL' (D,mrle1g, ] l)l)lJJ, 

Pregnancy and early sex 

Teaclwrs cuntributc·d Llwt there arc· a11 '1\'LT;1ge 11u111lxT ur pupils \\'hu 

had i'alkn llrcgnc111L a11cl krt sL·l100L The chc11KL'S ur such children re

cnlcri11g school arL' slum. Beside e,1rl\· ll1'1tTi'1gL' bci11g chcrishccl i11 

Kenya, there could be 110 other ch,111cL' of' thesL' .\·oung mothers ever 

sleppi11g i11 school <1g,1in. 

FurthLT more Lhc lL'cll'hLTS c,mtributed tllcll 111'111\' pupils \\'Cl'L' sexually 

al'live. This in turn put tlwm al risk or L'(}lllr,ll'ti11g SL'XLwll\ tr,msmiltnl 

disL,ascs and i11l,:cti,111s, as \\'L'll ,1s l'aili11g preg11,111l ,1l ,1 \'LT\' earl\' age 

(Dool'lag, l lJlJlJJ. 

What schools have put in place to help learners placed at risk to 

succeed in academics? 

Experts 111 this riL·ld han· aclvi,;L·cl tllclt i11stntl'l(}t·s ,1clopl special 

slrnlegics ,111cl ,qiprn,ll'lws to ckal cffCL'lin·l\ \\'ilh kc1rn,·1·s placccl ,11 1·isk 

01· school r<1ilurv. ThcsL' progr;ims, i11 ot·d,T f(} b,· nit,·cl ,1s cffcL'tivc thn· 

llCt'ci LO hmT CLTL'1itl ,1g1·cccl upu11 L'hat"cll'lLTistics as rollm,·s, 

The ri11cli11gs in Ill\' stucl\· incliL·atccl tl1'1l <>HT a lwll' or the n·sponclL'llls 

gave rL'lllL'Clial ksso11s Lo kanwrs ,,·ho ll'LTe lwliL·n·d lo Ill· c1l risk. This 

\\'clS 11·h,1L fvlwTison (] lJl),J Lermecl '1S L'OlllJ)CtlSalur\· l'cllll''1Liotl, \\'hid1 

can help tu mc1ke up 1,1r the existing 01· p,tsl risk l,1l'lo1·s amo11g the 

karncrn, surprisingly the renrni11i11g hair clicl 11ut, ancl the 1·casun given 

\\'as bcCClllSl' or LOU much \\'Ork, 

T\\'enly rnurc tcal'i1LTS shat-eel that they gan· cxt1·a rcc1cli11g lessons to 

chilclrcn. This could lwlp till' chilclrl'n rrnm l)<Hit· l;rmilics L<J improve upon 



their rc·acli11g skills ,lllci pnror111 i}cllcT as alil·isc'ci IA Urn1uncl (2003). 

Sixteen leacheTs hu\\'L'\'l'I" clicl nut bolhcr ancl Lill' re·ason they gave \\'ilS 

loo 111uch \\'Ork lo clo. 

Findings rurthn 1·e\-c,Iiccl Llwt hair or Lill' schools org,u11ze· debates, 

\\'orkshups UllCI sc·rnin,1rs aboul sexualit\·, prc·gn,uK\', ,llld drug and 

alcohol abusl'. Till' rc111uining hair dicl not. This uncknnine'S preve11lion 

strategics \1·hich \\'oulcl other\\'isc· p1T\'c11t Lill' risk ractors rrom tc1king 

place. fVlorc so Jillie' \\·as i)c•ing clone 10 prc1x1re Lill' \'il'lirns or 1·isk [,.tl'l<JI"S 

lo suen't'ci bc·yo11cl lhc·i1· pn.>bk111s. 

Srnith L'l al ( 1 LJeJSJ ,m this n,Hc ,1cil·isccl lh,1l schools design programs lo 

help pupils see' the' re•lal ion ship i}t'l \\'L'l'l1 \\'h al l ht'\' k,1rn in school ancl 

hm1· it \\'ill Ix use·cl in the re·,Ii 1n>ricl. 

All in all sdrnols \HTC nol runrnng c!Te·c·lin· prngrnms 1'01· Lhc' pupils 

placccl at risk or school 1;_1ilurc because' lhc·1· did not have a cil'ar 

an1ck111ic c111ission. B,·sicks solllc' <>I' tlll'rn did not h,1n· c'Il<!Ugh Lime to 

r,·strUc'llll'<' illl'ir sc·lrn,d prngrnrn IJc·c\tUsc· <Ji. ,rn ,11·,Tl,>ackd ,·u1-rin1lu111 

,llld an ov,T11·hclrni11g 11urnbcT or kamns \1·iLh diH-rsc· 1w,·cls lo ha11cllc. 

5.2 Conclusion 

Pupils \\·ho arc· al risk ur sd100I i"ailur,, ar,· i11ck,·cl in cxisle'llL'l' 111 our 

pnmar:< sdwuls. The· clomi11a11l risk i"aclors \\'hich haVL' [)Lil them al risk 

incluclc pm·cTl\, drug and alc-ulrnl abuse. Oth,Ts i11dude f'amilv 

compositi,>11. Tlws,· i"acto1·s 1·l·clucl' lhc suci,tl s,·n1rit\· or d1ilcl1·,·11, as \\'ell 

as their limiti11g thl'ir e'llilll<'c's to gnn1· lw,tlthiil· 1J,,,,,1u,-;c or cl,•1)1·i1·atio11 ur 

nutritious foucl. 

The reduclio11 i11 social St'l'llriL\' and good lw,iilh nol 011!_1· lowers their 

cha11n's or equitably panicipnli11g i11 b,1sil· prim,11·_,. ,·clucation, lrnl also 



reduces lhl'ir intl'llcctu,tl c,qx1bilit\· to su,-cn·cl 111 sclrnnl. What is 

appalling though is tlwt inclusin· prirn,u-_1 s,·houls lwn· dune liLLk LO help 

eumpc·nsalc· l,,r till' !<isl opponunitic·s or llll's,· c·hilclrc·n lu su,-cc·c·cl in 

eclucalion. N,·ither has the· schools takl'n rc·spunsibilil\' lo inltTl'enc for 

these chilclt-cn b)· rc·cluc·ing the cffc-cls or 1·isk lc1l'lors. or p1·c1-cnting them 

Crom laking ellc·l'l on till' children. LasllY no ckar l)lan has bc·c·n mack Lo 

prepare· the· pupils at risk lo succc·c•cl in ruturc•. 

5.3 Recommendations 

Pupils 11·ith al 1·isk l)ch,11·ior arc· acl1·cTsc· grnu1i ur i11cli1·iduals ll'ilh ,-1 

clivcTsc sel on or nc·c·cls and there· is pndiabl_1· 110 single- stralq!;\ 11·hich 

can keep these· cl1ilcl1Tn in school. Nc·,·ntlwkss sonwthing can be clone 

to help lhc•rn sucn·c·cl and sta,· in sch(j(JI. 

T,·,1c·h,T should id,·11til\ till' ,1t risk kw·11cTs. ,is c·,11·1_1 ,is possible. The'\' 

should be on akn 1,11· tlw i11clic·ato1·s. nwntiunccl c,tl'iicT 011 in chaptcT 

two. This will hl'ip L<l inltT\'c·nc l,,r tlwsc chilcl1·,·n ,·,11·1\· c·11m1gh. For ,1s it 

is saicl earl\· i11t,Tn·11tio11 is more· c'i'l'c·,·ti\'t· than laln i11LcT1·,·11tio11 clfons 

(Ornwml, .2UU.'l). 

Teachers must cTc·ulL' a 11·a1·111 ancl suppol'liH· sclrnol :lllcl classroom 

atmosphcTc'. Sclwnls that ha1·c· high sucn·ss rntc·s ll'ith kurn,Ts al 1·isk 

!,Jr acackmi,· l,1ilurc an.· tlrns,· that u,rn111u11i,·,1tl' u sc·11s,· ur caring. 

cunccTn and high 1·c-g,1nl rur pupils. 

For children 11·ho might Ix· abused, t,·,1,·hns should 1·epul'l any incicll'nl 

to the apprnpri,1ll' agl'ncic·s. School [XTS<Jn1wl must IJt• mn1re that thn· 

han· ,1 moral ,111d kg,tl olJlig,1lion lo 1·c·1Jrn·t a sus1xTLccl ,·hild abuse. This 

can Ix well cxcc·utecl ir tlw schuol 1xTsu111wl u11clnst,111cl the procedures 

tu be undertaken. 
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ll is also irnport,11ll for llll' lcachers lo org,tL11zc· \\'orkshups in schoul lo 

sensilize the learncTs and parenls aboul child abuse·, alculrnl and drug 

abuse', e·ai-1\· pregn,lllc'\' and [)rc·rn,11·ital sc·:,; ,1rn,i11g othcTs. 

School authorilics should get involved in teenage pregnancy issues 

before prcgnal1l'\' m·nll's. Sc·x education, inl,11·mation on HIV/ AIDS and 

the c011sc·quc·ncc·s or u11prnlc'l'le·cl sc•:,; sh"ulcl be· the focus. School must 

thcrc·fore put in place ,1 prcgnanccy prc·1·c·ntion program. 

Schuols should prm·ick counseling lrll' gii-ls \\'ho bcTnmc [)rcg1rnnl and 

rnust e·1rnugh gil'ls \\'ho beTome prq.(I1'llll to re·nwin in school. 

TeachcTs have lo ll'urk \\'ilh ramilic•s or those· girls who ha\'C Callen 

pregnant lo c·nsure· that the\' gl'l lhe· nc·e·e·ssan· 1,unil\· suppon the:-· need. 

Fur d1ildrl'n 11·hosc· familic·s ,ti)usc· cln1gs and ,1knhol ,incl \1·ho IWVL' 

alrcad1· staJ'lcd al)using llwmseil·c·s the lr1llu1\·ing should l)e' clone:-

TcacheTs must e·sl,tl)lish a dcnr, 1\l'il dl'l'i1wcl [)olin· 1,1r [)Upils, s1x·lli11g 

nut hm1· llwse· childr,·n \1·ill be· ck,tlt 1\·ilh. Till' k,1rncTs must I)<' sc·nsili;:ed 

on llw dangers or dn1g ,ind akohul al)LJSl'. 

An i11tcTve1llion prngram for drug and akohul ,ibuse. i1wul\'ing Carnilies as 

well as lcnrneTs must be c'slablishccl. It coulcl be undcTlaken by offering 

both OllC-l<Hllll' Ulld grnup L'<lllllSL'iing l'l'lllLTS ,lllcl drn1)-ill centeTS at 

school. 

Teachers should rnakc tlw currinilurn 1·ck1·ant lo pupils li\·c·s ancl needs, 

bc·causc· the·\· arc lll<ll'l' like·!\· to stm· in s,·h<Jul. ,111tl ,Ilso k,1n1 ,lllcl achieve 

al high lc1·l'ls, ii' the·\· find till' l'LIITinilum 1·,·l,·1·,11ll t<J tllt'ir 1wvcls, lii'c 



experie·nn·s ,111cl cul Lu r,d 1·,-d Lil's. TtJ cl" th is. te·al'iieTs kn·l' tu place 

academic skills 11·ithi11 the· cu11tc:-::L or Lil<.' 1·Gt1 world tasks and 

particularly \1·ithin the conte·:-::t or the childre·11's loe·al cnviro11mcnt.. 

Teachers musl commu11ie·atc high e:-::pe·ct,1ti,,ns l<)r the· pupils al risk or 

school Ltilure·. It i,; 11"11· e·stul)lisl1<:cl that" numlin or tlwsc ,1t 1·isk pupils 

have a histor1· or ac,1ckmic r,1ilu1T. Tcal'hlT htJ11·l'1'eT must not discourage 

such pupils. lnstcacl thc1· should assure tlwm that school success 1s 

possible ancl l'XJXTLccl a11cl funhtT m"rc. that Lhe·1· arc capable of 

achieving nl high k'\'L•ls. 

School authorities arc also 1Tmi11clecl Lo JJl'm·iclc ac,1clemic support for 

learnern al 1·isk. It known that some' or these e·hilclrc11 rcccin· little or 110 

acackmic suppon rrnm home·. The·tTl<ffe' the·1· 1ic-vcl m,i1·e· than usual 

amount or ,1ssistc11ic-c rr"m tl',ll'hl'rs a11cl <>the·1· scho"I pcrso1111l'i tu 

succcccl. Tcnclwrs ha1·e• lwl1wcl tlwse· d1ilcl1·c11 ckn·lop mo1·t· effective 

reading ancl learning slntll'gies. O1w-011-()J1e' tc,ll'heT k,u·neT interne·Lions 

should bl' i11eTc·,1s,·. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Questionnaires for Teachers 

Dear Teachers 

l am earr',1ng oul u rc·seard1 on till' rnk "r sociul pnibkms in placing 

pupils at risk or sdi"ol !'ailurc·. An:, in!'"rnrnti"n g1n:n to me shall highly 

be appreTiatc.cl allCI ll'ill Ix· kept eoni'iclcntial. 

Instruction 

The respondent is to either fill in or circle 

1. Do you have ehilclren in school \\'ilh tlw Ii,llm\·ing c·harnc·tc·risties'? 

Responses 
~ • 

! Corn,· to school hungry 

Pc·1·Jimn J)<l<Jrl\ in ,·lass 

i Truants 

. May· Few 

1·1:1~1vc a ncgalin· attitude lm\·arcls schonl 
i- - --

-- -'i 
i 

. Sexual I\· u,·t ivc . . 

Do not JXtrlici pate' in dassrn"ill m·t i\'i tics 

: Preg1rnnt ancl kl't ,xhool 
!-~--~ . 
I Abuse drug 
i '-
f------ --------- ~ 

! C'onw J'nirn l;rokcn !',1rnilic·s 

_i 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 



Dominant factors responsible for placing child at risk of school 

failure 

::!. Do ~-ou tc'ach chilcl1-c11 who; 

!Responses------

! Come Crorn poor r,1111ilics 

, Corne· rrnrn Cwnilic·s whose 1xu·c11ts arc lltll'lllJJlo\·c·d 
,.---~- - -" --~-------- - -------~-

! Corne rrnrn homes where 011l' or t\\\) parc'l1ts ,iiJLISc' 
I 

I. clru,rs 
b 

! Corne rrorn a singk 1xu-c11t Cami!\· 

· Corne rrorn a rarnil_\ which c',111 11ot pro\·i,k JJ,11·,,1Hctl 
1 uuicl;,,tncc 
, b 

break up 

May Few i None 

- j -

I --·-; -

·-· - _J 

How factors have worked to place pupils at risk of school failure? 

3. ls it true thut chilclrl'11 rrom p,Hit· rurnilics do 11ot keel wdl m1cl 

tlwreforc [XTl°orn1 Jl<H>rl\ in c'bss"r 

y l''i 

No 

Do not k11m1· 

That chilclrc't1 rrnrn prnff r,unilic's clo not ,1ttl't1CI school 1·cgul,1rly IJc•c1usc 

they l,1ck school 1·c'lJlli1·,,11w11Ls 

Yc0 s 

No 

Do nol kno\\. 

That poor parents arc' strcssc·cl uncl ,,,m 110! guide· the IJl'hu1·io1· ancl 

cclucatiu11 or tlwir c·l1ilcl1·,,11·? 

Yc·s 

No 

Do not k11011· 

'7 ·', 



Because or puven\·, some l'hilclren cffl' rnalt10urishecl and therefore 

perform puodv 

Yc·s 

Nu 

Do not know 

fvlalnourishccl chilclrc·n cll"l' ah\·m·s ill ancl tlwrl'i,lrc clo 1rnt allcncl school 

Yes 

Nu 

Do nut know 

Poor parents bck high ,1cack111ic qualiric,1tioll ,1llcl call not help their 

chilclrc·n with n·mling"? 

Yes 

No 

Do llOt know 

Yes 

No 

Do not know 

Divo1-cc·cl parc11ts ufft·t·t the· c·cluc1tioll or thc·ir c·hilclrc·11") 

Yes 

No 

Do not kilo\\' 

Child rrnrn singk p,u·cnts url· affc-clc-cl ac,1ckrnic,tlh· 

Yc·s 

Nu 

Do not kilo\\' 

l'hilclrcn frnm abusin· Crnnilics arc pour pc-i-l,J1·rnns in school 

Yes 

No 

Do not knm\· 



Du yuu ha\'t' children whu lrnn· lust 1x11·c11ts ctncl arc pcTfurrning poorly tn 

dass? 

Many 

Fe\\' 

None 

Do you ha\'e any gids whu have clrnppccl oul ui" school clue lo pregnancy? 

Many 

Fe\\" 

None 

How ,thoul tlrnsc \\'ho ,tr,· st·xuall_\· ,tt·Li\·,0? 

Many 

Few 

None· 

How schools are dealing with learners at risk of school failure 

Do you offer ,tn\· ,·ompc·11salo1•\' acackmic· [Jrngrnrns tll llt'l[l Lilt' ,tl risk 

lc-arnci-s cal up \\"ilh till' rest or till' pupils? 

Yes 

No 

IC vcs pkasc expl,1i11 \\·hat \'<Ht offtT 

Han· )'UU c·st,tblislll'cl am· sclrnol prngrnrn,-; \\'hich c·,111 ill'I[) Lill' d1ildret1 

Lo avoid probl<-ms such ,1s: cl1·ug ancl ,tlcolrnl ,1husc, c,tl'I\' sex and 

j)1·eg11~ll1t'.Y'? 

Yes 

No 

Specif\· \\'hid1 unc·s put i11 plan' 

Do you leach \'OU r kanlt'rs about good pan·n ting/ 

Yes 

No 



Do you Lake Lime Lo assisL yoL11· ,1cackrnic·,tll\· \\·c:ctk learners? 

Yc'S 

No 

Noll possible 

Do :-·uu frcquc't1LI_\· lll()lliL<ll" \·"ur pupil's ,1c',1ckrnic prngrcss ancl conclucL 

in sdl<)"J', 

Yc'S 

Nu 

-10 
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