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KAMPALA. The Education ministry 
has accused staff at public universi
ties of being unpatriotic for insist
ing on a sit down strike even after 
government released Shs29.5b to 
enhance their salaries. 

Mr Aggrey Kibenge, the ui1der
secretary a t the ministry, said on 
Thursduy tli:::t the decision to con
ti nuc v.ri.th the strike is Lrnfortunate 
,,nJ '.inpcitriotic. 

:Te ::;aid in J. stat ement th.::.t t he 
'.'e:-111~•. !J l?ilt Socret2. r y in the: :\~in
is1 r y o_; Education ;i nd Sports. on 
j;11rn-try \l approved the "proposed 

:-i!loc:-' ;j,111.~cbedn!e of S11~28 .. Jb for 
,q\ar•.r enh,rncernent in Fimrncial 
\ '..,a r ;2C l8/ l9 a:1d Shs4 .~:b RS arrears 
f•)i" 11<:11 teaching st0ff 

Se patriotic 
·'The concernecl slaff ought to 

have rnme fa i th in the uni versity 

· Govt, public varsities disagree over strike 
accounting officers who provided 
the details regarding the number of 
beneficiaries and actual amounts 
due to each since these formed the 
basis for computations that were 
verified by the ministries of Public 
Service and that of Education and 
Sports," the ministry s tatement 
reac!s in part. 

Mr Kibenge requested the s t:iff 
to abandon the sl ,ike c1 nd report to 
1.vork. 

Responding: t.o Mr Kibenge's re
quest. Mr .Jackson Betihamah. t he 
chairperson of Public Un ive, si ties 
Non -teaching Staff E>:ecutive Fo
rum , said the negotiatiuns over the 
salary enha ncement and arrears 
were done separately and therefore 
the ministry cannot change the po
sition now. 

"These issues were handled sepa 
rately and the government is wron?, 

to think that they cc.1 11 change that 
now. We shed! only call off the strike 
when they release the money for the 
arrea rs,' Mr Bet ihrunah s,1id. 

Fresh controwersies emerge 
Meanwhi le, fresh controvers ies 

have emerged over the s:ilary en 
hancement tleal with th e s triking 
swff now demand i1 1g mnre m<inC'y 
fonhC' new 11nivc!·sities tl! c1 t s t·~1rlL'd 
,ifter the s:.lary enh;incement nego 
t i;:i t io ns. Tl1C' new universiries ;1re 
Muni . Lira . K;1bale and SrmJti . 

According to the ~omces pnvy 
to t he neg(J[ i;it1t.J n:.; , government 
was suppm:Pd to relea~e ;:i 11nu;tlly 
Shs78.61> si-:1rrinµ: from 21JJ5. 

However. irn1ce I hen, th l' figure~ 
have beu1 reducing. yl.!t 111or0. uni
versiti es can1e on board. 

Mr Charles Kakuru . the chairper
son of Ivlbar;ira University Work-

ers ' Union. said government should 
lrnve allocated more funds fo r t he 
new universities. 

" My biggest concern here is some 
new universities that h;ive come np 
which wc>re .11ot included on the list 
when this mo ney was a llocated. 
these shnuld not benerir frum this.·· 
Mr K:1kuru said. 

Mr K:1k uru . howeVL'r. ~aid they 
will 1Jbey the decis ion~ ,Jf I he ge1,
ernl ;1ssernbhes to strike. 

"W<' sll .ill nM cnll <l !l the s t\ ikL· 
unt il \'II: gi:t wll:it \'-It' 11:id ::iskeLi 
rrorn t i ll' ;.:ove rnmem ·· 1w ~.1id . 

Mr Hrtih,1rn:1h s ,1id \\'lien tile nPw 
uniVl'rs iti es c:11ne up. tlIL·~ r,1i~Pcl 
the iss11e tP tlw rn1n ist ri1.. ~ ,111 tl thcv 
pn11111, l'd to ,1cldrC'ss t liL' ,11:11 ll' ... 

" We ra;serl \ he c,,ncerns a11d tile 
r.:overnn1el\t uf1·ici ~,ls pnnniserl us 
that they woultl provide 111tm ' lu,1d~ 
to accornmutla tc· th<• new univers1 

ties. We are now surprised that they 
have all squeezed the 1111 iversit ies 
in and we are sha ring tfw s:1nw 
money," he said. 

Finance min ister Ma t i:1 K;:i~a1ja 
admitted that ,1t th <: ti me t hP nc· 
gottations took place. l\'luni. L.r,1 . 
K;:ib;:ile and Son1t i univer;. iue:-- h,1d 
not st;:irted op,'r,1tiuns .ind th· 
fun d~ were me:i,1t for the exist in:' 
universi t ies. 

.. lt is t rnc the Jh.:\\ u111ve rs11 ,, · 
werl' not pa rt ,,f tilt' nri;· i1;:1 l 11" 

f!. lll i,1 t in11~. \\'e hav,· l«l·•:11 111 1 tl Pi, 
, lll1CL'rns ,u1d nn.: ,,,, ; 111,. 1n1u •i., 
pro:h'">Jb. \\\.~ ~1-h,n, 1I '"'.i ,•·He, 
thl)ni.ll,11l .. l\>ii?n;1•1~ 1:ri, · 1 
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