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Chrtstine Nabbenqo (left), Abdullahi Aden Shukri with her baby and Aquttu durinq the qraduation c-eremony at 
Makerere University on Tuesday. Photo by Mpalanyi Ssentongo 

Certificate holder bags 
masters in botany 

l:Jy _Cecilia _Okoth .............. ··-·· 

A journey of a thousand miles 
starts \\ith one step, goeS an 
old adage_ This has been the 
case "itb Gorreti Agunu, who, 
after 01eYel in 1999, pursued a 
certificate course .in laboratory 
technology. 

Howe\·er. she did not giw 
up on her dreams of attaining 
higher education. Yesterday. 
Agunu was one of the rwo 
students who were a,farded 
a master of science in botany 
at Makerere UniYersiry's 69th 
graduation ceremony. 

"This experience has taught 
me that patience and hard work 
pay off, no matter what you ~ 
going through.'' she told Ne:c 
Vision. 

How she did it 
The single mother of tWL• 

completed her master's 
programme in a record three 
years. ;-.!0 1 eYen raising the 

11This experience has taught ,ne 
that patience and hard 1ttork pll)~ 
off no rnatter1vhatyou are going 
through, \guttu 

ruition f~s her.;elf. which she 
recalls was :i big d1alld\:-"t'. 
could stop her . .-\t the s...-unt" time. 
she had to pay fees for ht"r rwt1 
children. both candidates. "ith 
one in Senior Six and the other 
in Primary Seven. 

~1 used co sell bmilm (chicken\ 
10 make ends mtt>t.- .~'llttu :-.:liJ. 

Lack of fees 
Agunu scort"d :l~'Tc'gate 
1:2 in her Primary Lea,ing 
barninatioru at Busikht1 
Primary Scht){)l J.nd a&->reg:.tc 
21 at O'len•l at Dabani Girl's SS. 

Bus;;,_ 
Sf.t ,,·1s... ho,,~\C-r. un3f'tc 

ro pn),~ IL' .-\'le\'cl Jut" tl' 
tinanc:iJ.i ,))nsrr:1.ints. She L'1Si:::.1.:! 
Ptm-Ucd :l certi.!lCUc l'\'U~ .U 
k,·arnbo~1 L1nin~N r.·. 

·-·we ;rere m:.m~· .:hildren. 
Our oa.rents ,v uld n,'l :l!rL' rJ ,,, 
c\.im:att" all L"ll .. ll~ - -~Ultll ~lij_ 

Ht"r t't'rtiti,,ne e.mwJ her a 
pbct' :1.1 St P:.>ter's Ct,Uq.'t' in 
Tt1roro. ''"here s!1;:• 1,\,:-kt'l.i .ts J 

laboratorv tedmid:m. but she 
was m,1 L~'ntt"ntni. 

.-\gunu·s Jesin:'s f,,r hif..~:::r 
academi..: qu:tlifa:ition .. , k-d h,·r 

t,i p~-sue 2 ..npk-,_·na in edu,'3.tioo 
1: ~ -':!l..'!\:-"'\?f"l ~ Jri..._~ T:::~ --s· 
Tr.i.:.r..:n~ ( oll-q,'t' .. Tl'R.'ID.. whl:.e 
sh<:' h\'i:.d di SL Pe<er\; C>Jn.."<::' .. 

L.uer. she sc.u:-.~ ·..:..:'<.' ::-: ~' 
:;..ht:TT ~ .ki!'-~ bb t,.,..,:±,nkjans 
t,' 1,\,:\ Jt \ L1ke;1;:."t' l'-rmo "'Sii\·. 

:\ .... ~.!m.l dt'i'-licd fo:- mi: !(>{\ 3..aj 
,,:,s S.1'.\'rili..--ted_ '.11 2l"\):; , ,-.~ 
-'lc'!ctll.llly f",11 ch .. • il'b.. ...... ... .. , 

.. -\~umi :-ci.::od 6e '-'P.0-'rnu:::...­
J t i..~e uni-.-~rsit:, :,, ffin"lil (or 2 
:u~-h<:'k>: c>f s.:enu> ir:. t-_,1"-'-w 
:m..i ::,,~~,_ry ~n 2l)i l ::..."hi 
~:-.;J~:.it-:'d in .:\)l-t Lllff s.h~ - - i ' . ... ' 1~~~:, tn~ LI~3s:c:-·s ;):t'&:"="..l!lu,te. 

-1 mw ,1.~ my -'-~'t' 
1~' m~ntL~: ~,'Ut..._f P<;'\)pl::: in nw 
ctmr,-n. ~= .-\N.~w·~ Chur.:h ~t-
l ' -- - l. ~ l.;\,E. lr.i\ :L:;l.. - :J':t" :,.aij_ 

Sh~ i~ l:Um:'i1tly k,...)\ci.J~ ft'r J 

~fk"q~~h\~ h.' run;u~ .. ~ ~ -l""'. 
~tlt" ,l..S\' \\\ )ri-_,; .'.S :; rrin,i1U: 
tn:lm;, u.n _;, Uk' -~1i,ultur,tl 
pn~u~o~,n J,cp,arun~'!lt .l! 

th,', L<'ll:~e ,,f .\._s:n,·ultur.l.i 
·"''' Ennn,:un,.'ntu ~ ~lk~""­
\ {Jk'-~rt"i'"\.' t:nl,'t'-.rsity. 


