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ABSTRACT

This study was carned out with an intention fo determine and idenlify the
outstanding challenges of Universal Primary Educalion in Uganda, while
reflecting some selected govermment aided primary schools in Busimbi Sub
County as an illustrative example

All other authors™ works similar to this pariicular study were revisited and this
formed the basis of the researcher's review of related Ierature. A descriptive
swrvey design was employed since the whole study was about explaining a
scenario and/or an evenl or occurrence. in the process of dalfa collection,
guestionnaires and mierview guides were employed afler which data was
analyzed and presented in percentages and frequency distribufion tables. The
findings from the sfudy revealed that among the oulstanding challenges fo
Umiversal Primary  Education mcluded, uncongenial home environmertt, dull
curiculum, madequale rained {eachers. over population. financial resource
mismanagement, poor goventiment moniforing and supervision, limited number of
schools, cultural practicas, lingering insecurity and inadequate physical facilities.
It was recommended in this study thal government funding and monitoring of
Universal Primary Educalion in the area of study be revisited and the need for
cuiricufiun review 1o saite both the inierests of the government and those of the

fearners.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.2 Background o the study

By 1986 within Uganda, afler succeeding years of government mismanagement
and civil strife, infrastructure had been depleted, administrative and management
systems were inoperative and schools functioned only through the efforts of
parents and communities. The majority of teachers were untrained, instructional
materials scarce, and absenteeism high.

When the President Museveni government came to power, education was is a
stale of disasirousness Coupled with a lot of problems, which ranged from
political, social and economic, it had to address the issue of education as
manifested in the Millennium Development goals. Following the presidential
declaration to provide Universal Primary Education (UPE) commonly known as
mclusive education, Uganda started implementing its UPE program and it
becams one of the first African counliries to realize significant gains in achieving
Education For All (EFA). The principle components of UPE policy were the
elimination of turtion and Parent Teachers Association fees for the vast majority
of pupils. The consequences of this policy were the unexpected massive
ncrease in enrolimenis. Since the landmark declaration, enrolments in primary
educaticn have jumped from 3.7miilion to almost 8§ million in and by the year
2008, enroliments were eslimated to be around 8.2 million. By the year 2010, it
expected that enrcliment would have doubled the 2006 figures. Enrolment of

children from the lowes! nmicome quintiles had increased from 50 percent to 83.7




percent by 2006 and this has been estimated to be growing year by vyear.
Important to note however, is the fact that despite the sudden and dramatic
expansion of enrolment rates, there has been a tremendous strain that has been
put on the entire economy’s education system most especially on the quality of
education. Though the Ugandan constitution provides for the right fo basic
education for every Ugandan, the increasing enrolments and access to basic
education would require an increment in the government supply of resources to
the education sector — but this has been in vain. The earlier UPE policy of
enroliing four children from each family had to be bomn into education for all
children in families. The high enrolment rates arising from the introduction of UPE
necessitated the opening of more schools, construction of more classrooms,
training and recruitment of more ieachers, and provision of more instructional
materials. Given the fact that Uganda is a developing country with limited capital
stock, several problems have kept on emerging and these suggest the existing

inefficiencies n Inclusive education within the country.

1.18tatement of the Problem

It is should be noted that Primary education 1s not concerned with any classes or
groups but has to deal with the entire population of the country. I touches life at
every point and it has (o do most with the formation of national ideclogy and
character then any single activity — social, political or educational. Those who are

concerned with the great work of primary education should visualize its problems
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and objectives nol m the context of the dark buildings, but against the
packground of ifs ullimaie ends and purposes.

Within Uganda. variations in primary education are guite fascinating. In terms of
guality, at one end of the spectrum are key primary schools whose successful
experiences have been publicized, while at the other end of the spectrum are
primary schoois with quite poor conditions, no enough desks and chairs, no
school facilities for classes to proceed well as expected and the staff is poorly
trained . Unfortunately, ihe majonty of rural primary schools are at the latter end
of the spectrum (Sodhi 1. 1998).

This research siudy was therefore geared towards an establishment of the major
challenges of Universal Primary education in Busimbi Sub County, Mityana

district.

1.2Theoretical perspective of the study

Mahatma Gandhi's theory was based on. In his theory: “Education For Life and
Through Life”, Gandhi argues that hteracy should never be the end of education
nor even the beginning. It 1s only one of the means whereby man and woman
can be educated He adds that, true Education is that which draws out and
stimulates the intellectual faculties of the children. He aftached greater
importance to the personality of the educand than to the tools and the subjects.
He believed that 2 sound education should make useful citizens whole men and
women - of boys and girls and this requires educaticn to be free and

compulsory Universal Primary Education.

!




Source: Venkateswaran (1987)

1.30bjectives of the Siudy

1.3.1General Objective:
The study was intended to determine and identify the outstanding challenges
of Universal Primary Education i Uganda, white reflecting some selected

government aided primary schools m Busimbi sub county Mityana district.

5

1.3.28pecific Objectives
The study was meant (o determine.

1. The profile of respondents as to.

Sex
Manital status and
Level of Education
T The Challenges of Universal Primary education in Uganda with particular
focus on Busimbi sub county, Mityana district.
2 The probable remedies to the outstanding challenges of universal Primary
education in the area of siudy.

1.4 Regearch Questions

1 What is the profile of the respondents as to age. sex, marital status
and level of education in Busimbr Sub County?

What are the ouistanding challenges to Universal Primary

D

Education in Busimbi Sub county | Mityana district Uganda?




3 What are the possible remedies to address the challenges of
Universal Primary education in Busimbi sub county, Mityana district
Uganda.
1.5 Significance of the study
The researcher 1s quite hopeful that the study will help to awaken both top and
lower educational administrators of the need to have effective monitoring and

supervision of the varnous activilies that are being done under the UPE program.

The researcher 1s of a view thai the significance of this study lays its reliability
and dependability -~ m that other scholars and or researchers can use the
information gathered i their own studies or for the purpose of improving this
research study in the course of time. The outcomes of the study can also be
used to advance suggestions, ideas and solutions to the problems encountered

in the struggie to achieve effectiveness in UPE.




CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 introduction

This chapter reviewed the relaled literature, theories, laws, and concepts by
giving a discussion of other author's work in line with the challenges of UPE in

Uganda.

2 4Definitive review of Universal Primary Education

Before having a glance at UPE, we need to know what education is meant to be.
Education was and s meant io refer {0 as a process of bringing about changes in
the mind of the educand Alternatively, education is a process of changing the

attiiudes and hehawviora of the learner

2. 2Universa! Primary Sducaton

In the words of Gandhrt as cited in Venkateswaran (1997. 87),"A sound education
should make uselul cilizens whole men and women - of boys and girls and it
requires education (o be free and compulsory Universal Primary education”. He
thus affirms with great thinkers like Piato when he came to a contention,
“Education Tor life and through life” meanmg that education goes on through out a
nerson’s hife and that it should be free for all boys and girls of primary school -

going age, thus giving nse to Universal Primary Education.




2.3Challienges of universal primary education

2.3 1Cuitural Practices

Chaube {1898}, argues that zlthough every nation or society world over —
observes its traditions and practices, in most developing countries due to
ignorance, traditions and praclices rule the lives of most people. Among such
iraditions and praciices are some like religious fanaticism and caste
discrimination. These have proved obstructive in the expansion and development
of education most especially at lower levels of primary. Compared to the
Ugandan situation where girls in the couniryside are being denied a chance of
attending schooi due o cultural attachments, UPE with its customs of education
for boys and girls still faces a challenge. Despite the on going struggle of the
Ugandan governmenl where by it is sensitizing the public of the goodness of
sending children to school to acguire basic knowledge, much is still wanting. This
inspires the researcher to go ahead and establish such challenges of UPE that

can help the government improve on 18 operation.

2.3.2Dull Curriculum

According to Ministry of Finance Planning and Economic Development (MFPED)
report 2005 Many primary schools within the country had not been converted
into basic schools and therefore, their curricuium was one sided and still devoid
of interest. Children of tender age could neither find it interesting nor attractive.
On the contrary, the curriculum seemed burden sum. This could possibly have

been the root cause of their dropping out In the words of Gandhii “True




education is that which draws out and stimulates the intellectual and physical

faculties of the learner” (Venkateswaran1997: 86},

Sutheriand (1999), argues that what schools teach depends on what educators
see as the desmed result of education, but not all educators have the same
opinions. The child centered educator will want children and their abilities to have
a large share in deciding the curriculum while the collective educator will want to
make sure that children learn the skills and the ways of behaving which are
necessary to the life of the collective. She adds that one of the most frequently
posed complaints in the history of education in developing countries is that the
current curricuium is wrong, it does nol prepare the younger generation suitably

for life in today's society.

Dewey contends: "We violate the child's nature and render difficult the best
ethical results by introducing the chifd too abruptly to a number of special studies,
of reading writing and geography” It is thal with the current subject centered
curriculum, teachers focus their efforts and attention on making students learn
the topics in the subject and courses of study according to a fixed syllabus in a
rigid, set pattern to enabie them to pass a set of examinations.

The present needs of the child are hardly kept m mind and at some other times
children loose interest in what is being taught. As cited in Venkateswaran S.

(1997:135),




2.3.3Financial Difficulties

Higgins (1968), argues ihat financial difficuities and hence poverty in developing
countries have been a major barrier to effective undertaking of the major
governmeni- financed programs. He adds that in most developing countries,
there are many families whose members despite full day’'s hard labor do not find
it possible to make two ends meet. Children of tender age in such families have
to work for their living. These coupled with little government financing of the
education sector makes many families unable {0 meet the reguirements for their
children’s education. in the Ugandan situation for example, it was noted that
some parents could not even afford fees to cater for teachers’ meals (600/=)
which each household ha o meet and that this made some children to keep out
of school. {Source: Policy Review News letter, November 2005). A guestion
however remains whether the current UPE program cannot sustain itself and
whether thaie are some imaginary payments that make parents fail to send their
children to UPRPE schools in the country and this forms the bhasis of this research

study.

Kochhar (2000}, argues that a dynamic system of supervision and inspection has
heen the cornersione of a sound system of education. He argues further that in a
set up where all change tends 1o be initiated from the top and filter down through
the administrative hierarchy to the schools, the inspectorate forms an important

link. Supervision and inspection are being considered as the back born of




educational improvement but this has been at a minimal fevel within most of the
developing countries, which could be partly responsible for the inefficiencies in

primary education

2.3.4Uncongenial Home Environment

According to International Debt Net Work {November 2005.6-7), it was stressed
that the uncongenial home environment was a challenge of UPE program in most
Fast African countries and this had had great contributions toc the levels of
drepouts from inclusive schools. Parenis m most homes within the countryside
could not see the valde of studies and thus, lacked the tradition of learning in
iheir families For insiance, it was revealed that that most of the children do
excessive work al home and got litfle time fo atiend to their studies. One
Abusage In Kanungu within Western Uganda was asked why her children could
not consistently keeo m school and had this to say.

“Look, ! car't grow focd alone that will feed the whole family if these kids do not
give & hand” Thus children of school — going age have been made to attend to
gardens and protect them agamst animais and birds that could attack parent's

Crops

Connected to the above i1s the issue of hunger and malnutrition. UPE does not
provide food for schools. Thus, within most parts of the country children have to
go home for funch. In such areas, by the time children go home for lunch, their

parents are tending to their gardens and thus have not prepared lunch. As resulit,




children resort to staying at home to wait for food or else, they resort to roaming
the village for what to eat like mangoes, sugarcanes, and jack fruits and so on.
Much as the government Is improving the livelihood of its people in the

countryside, by promoting agriculture, much is still needed.

As manifested 1n the objectives of inclusive educalion was the component of
provision of qualified teachers in primary schools throughout the country. Given
the cuireni trend, there has been a problem of inefficient teachers and thus,
mefficient teaching in rmost parts of the country. Teaching at primary stage is any
thing but efficient. It requires {uli justice {o all classes and all children. It has been
realized that in most schools that offer UPE, teachers have been found to be
inadequately prepared and this has made them not to offer the best services as
expected of them. The unfaimess of feachers in UPE has also been realized
even in feims of the greed for money where by teachers levy exira financial
payments fiom the learmears parents to cater ther meals. This has contributed to
absenteeism and dropping out of pupils from primary schools- since such
charges may not be afforded by the vast majority of parents in the countryside.
A primary schoot in Kanungu- Uganda projected the following scenario:

A boy of about 8 years of age was attending to a rice garden adjacent to a school
garden. When he was asked why he was not in school, he disclosed that he had
been sent away rom school for failing 1o pay shs 600 which every pupll had to
pay for stall meals. When the boy went home, his mother could not raise that

much. She instead made an arrangement for him to work on a rice garden of the




Askari neighboring the same schooi (Policy Review News Letter November

2005},

2.3.5Providing Physical Facilities

The massive increase in pupil numbers immediately created a problem of
classroom space. Although the Ministry has embarked on a drive to build more
schools, and provide instructional materials, this is still far inadequate for as the
Ministry acknowledges. “fthe increase in the number of schools has not kept pace
with the increase in the number of students” (Ministry of Education and Sports

199911},

Z.3.6Inadeguate trained teachers

As meniiored earlier, the increase in pupil numbers as a result of UPE has
raised the challenge of the need for more teachers. Government has done some
work in thig regard and a number of {eachers have been trained and upgraded,
howeve: , the teacher-pupil ratios are still poor. For example in 1996 the ratio was
1:37.62 and by 1898, this had declined {o 1:63.63. Also, the number of untrained
teachers is still high. For example, in 1989 only 52.2% of the teachers had been
trained but by 2001 this had risen iremendously to 75%. In effect, 25% of the
primary school feaching force is still untrained. This coupled with the poor
teacher-pupil ratio certainly creaies pressure on the school system.

Source. Primary School figures (Mugaba, V. 2002)
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A conceptual framework which envelopes the outstanding chalienges fo universal

Primary Educaticn or inclusive education was thus developed and this is

ilustrated below:

2. 4Conceptual Framework

Independesnt Varianies

N J
Y

Inadequate physical [aailities

Puadl Currieelum

Inadeguate trained teachers

Over popaintion

Finaneral Mismanagement

Poor monitoring and
Supervision.. ... ...

Souice: Researcher developed

T

|

Extraneous Variables

\ J

Y

Uncongenial Home
Environment

A

Lingering Insecurity

ﬁ,,.___.___.....,.

(ultural Practices

Limited number of
schools




CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter identifles the appropriate methodology that was used in the
research study It specifically describes the research design chosen, the
research population and area, and the methods of data collection, presentation,

and anatysis.

3.1 Research Design
The study employed a descriptive survey method to determine the major
challenges of Universal Primary Education in Busimbi sub county Mityana

district,

3.2 Research environment / area of study
The study was conducted in Busimbi Sub County, Mityana district. The key
informants included teachers in selecied primary schools, pupils in upper primary

classes. head teachers and parents

3.3 Sample Selection and Size
The subjects for this siudy included selected head teachers, teachers, parents

and pupils in upper primary schools.




The method for selecting the sample was stratified random sampling whereby the
researcher employed Slovene’s formulae to determine the sample size as

Hustrated below:

Where n = Sample size

N = Population size

1 = Constant

e = Is the confidence interval which

Should be around 0 05 or 95%

2 s square
Therefore 1 = Targel population
Given thai the region has so many schools, those which were used for this
particutar study were basicaily purposively chosen and in this case, four schools
were used. In each of the schools, the head teacher and six (8) other teachers -
two (2} from each oi the upper primary classes were chosen. In total, the sample
constituted 28 respondents. However. it is should be kept In mind that there were
other respondents in this particular study like pupils and the parents though such

respondents were not ieflected n the sample size.




3.4 Data presentaiion and analysis

Data coilected was scrutinized o ensure accuracy and consistency after which it
had to be presented i form of tables and analyzed using percentages and
frequency distribution tables . The gualitative analysis was achieved by using

computer application. For means the researcher used the following formulas:

i = 2 A
N
Where M = Arithmetic means
2 = Sum of
X = Fach of Measuremenis
N = Number of scores

J.5Cualitative analysis
The researcher further described, explained and interpreted the data around

each of the major objectives so as to answer the research questions.

3.6 Data coliection toois

The study was conducted after securing an introductory letter from the Director
Distance Learning, Kampala International University, to relevant subjects.
Questionnaires were administered to the targeted respondenis to gather data

after which they were collected for analysis of the data.




Interviews were also held with some members of the sample (pupils of upper
primary classes) so as (o establish their views and or ideas over the cut standing

challenges of Universal Primary Education in their region.

3.7Ethical considerations
The study primarily engaged all respondents viewed relaevant to the theme under
study. Accordingly, extreme confidentiality had to be promised and this was only

by promtising secrecy io selected respondent's information provided




CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTANTION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.0Introduction
This was concarned with presentation of data. analysis and interpretation. While
doing this, focus and altention was put on the prior stated objectives of the study
and all what was bheing presented was miended (o answer the research
questions.
4.1 S8pecific Objective 1, Revisited: To determine the profile of the
respondents as to age, sex, mariial status and level of education in
Busimbi sub county
While trying fo realize ihis objective, the researcher was answering research
question one which had been stated as: What is the profile of the respondents as

{0 age, sex, marital status and level of education in Busimbi Sub County?




Table 1. Profile of the respondents

| VARIABLE (8) FREQUENCY | PERCENTAGE (%)
Age of Respondents ‘ '
' Below 20 2 70
 20-30 4 50
31-40 6 214
40 and above G 21.4
Total 28 100
| Sex of the Respondenis |
Male 15 .54
Female 13 | 46
Total 28 100
- Marital Status of Respondents i
Single G 51
* Married | 27 79 -
Total 28 100
Level of Education
. Grade il 2 792
DPE 18 | 643
BED 8 285
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Tabie 1 above depicts that the majority of the respondents were in the age range

of 20-30 years and these constituted 50 percent of the respondents for this

particular study. The male were the majority though their lead was by negligible

figures that is 54 percent (54%;) that of the femaie being 46%. In line with the

marital staius of the respondents, the majoriy was married and these constituted

[
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79 percent of the respondenis. Concerning the level of education of the
respondents, 64 percent were Dipioma holders, followed by degree holders and
these constituted 28.5% while Grade Il certificate holders constituted 7.2% of the
total respondents

4.28pecific Objective 2 revisited: The Challenges of Universal Primary
education in Uganda with particular focus on Busimbi sub county Mityana
district.

This atiempted to answer research question two (2) which had been phrased as
follows: What are the outstanding challenges tc Universal Primary Education in

Busimbi Sub County, Mityana District Uganda?

Table 2. Dull curricuium a challenge to Universal Primary Education

Variable (s) Frequency Percentage (%)
; Duli curriculum in schoots leading to |
l poor performance i schools :
Strongily Agree 10 | 35
Agree f 16 57
& Strongly disagree 2 7
‘ Disagree 0 0
J Neutral 0 0
Total 28 100

Source: Priméry Data

Table 2 above shows the views of the respondents in regard to the problem of
dull curriculum as one of the outstanding challenges to Universal Primary

Educalion. It reveals that the majority of the respondents strongly agreed and

2+




agreed that the curriculum in schoois that not suite the needs of the learners thus
being dull that is 35 percent (35%) and 57 percent (57%) respectively. This is in
ine the findings m the Ministry of Finance Planning and econemic Development

report (2005}

Table 3: Inadequate Physical Facilities in schools as a challenge io UPE

Variable (s) | Frequency Percentage (%)
Inadequate Physical Facilities m? -

schools as a challenge to UPE

Strongly Agree ‘ 12 43

Agree 14 50
Strongly disagree 0 0
Disagree , 2 7
MNeutral O 0
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 3 above shows (he concerns of the respondents as tc whether in adequate
physical facilities in schools has been one of the challenges to Universal Primary
Education in the area of study Findings from the responses reveal that there is a
problem of inadequate physical facilities in schools and that this has affected the
performance of pupils hence a challenge to inclusive education program in the
area of study. This affirms with the findings from the report of Ministry of

Education whereby it was revealed that the increase in the number of schools

25




had not kept pace with the increase in the number of students hence pausing a

threat to little facilities available. (Ministry of Education and Sports 1999:11).

Table 4: Over crowding in schools due to high population figures

as an ouisianding challenge to Universal Primary education

| Variable (s) Frequency | Percentage (%)
Over crowding in schools due io§

- high population figures has been a

‘challenge to  Universal Primaryé

; Education
Strongly Agree 19 £8
Agree 6 21
Strongly disagree ‘ 0 0
Disagree 0

5 Neutral 3 11

Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 4 above shows the views of the respondents as to whether high population
figures in schools were responsible for the over crowding problem in schools. it is
clear from the findings as given in the lable (that is 68 percent strongly agreed
and 21 percent agreed) that overcrowding resulting from high population figures
was one of the outstanding challenges to Universal Primary Education in the

area of study

26




Table 8; Less government Monitoring and Supervision of schools as a

chalienge to UPE

| Variable (s) - Frequency Percentage (%)
%Less government Monttoring and Ji | -
Supervision  of schools as & !
' challenge to UPE
! Strongly Agree ‘ 15 64
Agree : 4 14
Strongly disagree 0 O
| Disagree 6 22
5 Neutrat 0 0
Total 8 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 5 above shows the views of the respondents with regard to the problem of
government supervision and monitoring. According to the findings, 64 percent
(64%) and 14 percent (14%) strongly agreed and agreed respectively that
government monitoring and supervision of schools was ineffectively hence an

impedimert io the progress of Inciusive education program.
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Table ¢: Corruption and mismanagement of funds by officials as an

Ouistanding challenge to Inciusive Education (UPE)

VYariable {s) . Frequency Percentage (%) |
- Corruption and mismanagemeni of

|
funds by officials

| Strongly Agree j 1 39
| Agree 5 | 18
| Strongly disagree 3 11
Disagree | 9 1‘ 32

| Neutral : 0 L0
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Daia

Table 6 above shows views of the respondents on whether corruption among
concerned authorites was among the ouistanding challenges io Universal
Primary Education. Accordingly, the findings reveat that tike i all other African
developing counines where corruphion 1s a characterislic, it 1s inevitable that high
corruption levels among officiais s one of the outstanding challenges to
Universal Pamary Education in the area of study that is 39 percent and 18

percent who strongly agreed and agreed respeciively.
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Table 7: Uncongenial Home Environment as a challenge o Universal

Frimary Bducation

Variable (s) J Freguency Percentage (%)
- Uncongenial Home Environment as §
F a challenge to Universal Primary
Education
] Strongly Agree 14 50
Agree 4 14
strongly disagree 6 22
Disagree 0 0
Neutral 4 14
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 7 shows the views of lhe respondents on whether the uncongenial home

environment among the outstanding challenges to Inclusive Education in the

area of study. Accordingly the majority of the respondents that is, 50 percent and

14 percent strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the uncongenial home

environment was among the out standing challenges to Inclusive learning in the

area of study This is v ine with International Debt Net Work report (November

2005:8-7), where it was stressed that the uncongenial home environment was a

challenge of UPL program in most parts of Last African countries.
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Table 8: Cultural Practices and Tradifions as an impediment to the

Frogress of inclusive Education

Yariable (s) | Freguency Percentage (%)
| Cultural Practices and Ts‘éditions: -
as Impediments o PFrogress of

Inclusive Education

Strongly Agree 18 64
Agree 5 18
Strongly disagree 0 0
Disagree 5 18
Neutral 0 0
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 8 above shows the views of the respondenis on whether traditions and
cultural practices of the people within the area of study was pausing a threat to
progress of inciusive learning. Accordingly, the findings reveal that the majority of
the respondents strongly agreed (64 percent) and agreed (18 percent) that in one
way or the other cultural attachments were causing a problem to the progress of

Universal Primary Education in the area of study in the area of study.




Table 9 : Insecurity within the region as hindrance io the progress of

Universal Primary Education

Variable {s} Frequency Percﬁéniagé(%) 7
Insecurity  within  the region as o
Chindrance  to the  progress  of

Universal Primary Education

Strongly Agree 4 14
Agree ! 21
e
Strongly disagree 15 H4
Disagree § 3 11
Neutral g 0
Total 28 100

Source: Primary Data

Table 9 above shows the views of the respondents as to whether insecurity was
among the ouistanding challenges to Universal Primary Education. The findings
however revaaled that the majority of the respondents never considered
insecurity as a binding factor to the progress of Universal Primary Education in
the area of study that 1s 54 percent and 11 percent sirongly disagreed and

disagreed respeclively that insecurity was not a binding factor.

)




4.38pecific Objective Three Revisiied: To deiermine the probable remedies

to the outstanding challenges of universal Primary education in the area of

study.

This aftempted o answer research guestion three which had been phrased as

follows: What are the possible remedies to address the challenges of Universal

FPrimary education in Busimbi sub county Mityana district Uganda?

The views, suggestions and concerns of the respondents as to which measures

ought to be undertaken were tabulated below as follows:

Response (s}
Increased government funding io schools

Review of the curniculum to sutie the needs of

| the learners

Norn formal educative programs o creale !

- awareness to the garenis
Frovision of incentives io parenis with low

‘income levels so as to further their children’s

education
Government should sirive to see o it thal

corrupiion is addressed.

CStrict population control measures should be

!adop’{ed to overcome escalating population |

figures

Provision of a stable poiiical atmosphere in

. areas which are insecure

Source: Primary Dats

17

Freguency (/28)
18
23

20

22

28

18

20

Percentage (%) |

64.3
82

79

99.9

71.4




CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.0 Conclusions

Basing on the interpretation, anaiysis and findings of the research study, the
researcher was driven to make the following conclusions:

Concerning research guestion 2: The major challenges to Universal Primary
Education in the area of study included the foliowing: Inadequaie physical
facilities in school, Dull Curriculum which does not suite the needs of learners,
Over population and hence over crowding in schools, Cultural Practices and
traditions which induce some parenis not to send their children to school. Poor
government monioring and supervision of schools, Uncongenial Home
Environment which makes some learners not access education as expected of

them, and Financial Mismanagement and corruption among the parties engaged

Concerning research Question 3, the measures which ought to be undertaken so
as ito improve the performance of Universal Primary education program as
suggested by the respondents included foliowing: Provision of a stable political
atmosphere in areas which are insecure, strict population control measures
should be adopted to overcome escalating population figures, provision of
incentives to parents with low income levels so as to further their children’s
education, government should strive to see fo it that corruption is addressed.

increased governmenti funding to schools, review of the curriculum to suite the
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needs of the learncrs and that non -formal educative programs to create
awareness to the parents of usefulness m sending their children to school.

5.1 Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were viewed
necessary.

As already suggesied by the respondents for this particular study, it is with no
reasonable doubi that among the measures which should be undertaken to effect
Universal Primary Education include the following,

Government funding and hence supervision should be fostered so as to
overcome the barriers of poor facilities in schools, teachers’ salaries and in this
coniributions made by the parents will he reduced. The government through the
Curricuium Development unit should review the curriculum to suite the interests
of the learners. Awareness programs should be made such that cultural
altachmenis, norms and values are checked which have been limiting the

effectiveness of the program in most African setlings.

5.2 Areas for further research

it s not plausible to assume that the findings from this research study can
provide a sounding proof and a justification to the challenges of Universal
Primary Education in the area of sludy and Uganda as a whole. The researcher
is therefore optimistic that other researchers will further the study on the other
challenges of Universal Primary Education and also, iry to establish the probable

remedies to such challenges
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APPENDICES

GUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS AND HEAD TEACHERS

Dear respondent.

This questionnaire 1s o help the researcher, gather information on the challenges
of Universal Prnimary Education in your region. Give your responses in the
spaces provided and as honestly as possible. Where alternative responses are
given, mark your choice by putling a tick [¥ ] in the box next to the appropriate

answer,

Section A: Profile of Respondenis

Sex: Male b Female | |

Age'  Below 20 (712023000 31-40 [ ]

40 and above Co

Marital status:  Single (777 Married b

Level of Education: Grade il [~ 73 Diploma [T71 BED [T

Masters [ 7}

Section B: Challenges of Universal Primary Education
1 The curriculum in most schools does not favor learners 1.e. it subjected
centered
A. Strongly agree I B. Agree I
C. Strongly Disagree 7] D. Disagree [__1 E.Neutral ]

2 Inadequacy of physical facilities like classrooms and instructional materials is

stifl a preblent in my school.

A. Strongly agree [ q B Agree I




C. Strongly Disagree QT D Disagree )

3 The growing population in my region is partly responsible for over crowding in
orimary schools.

A Strongly agree T B Agree T

| ISHUPURRI

C Strongly Disagree L.} D. Disagree Lo

4 Less concern of the government to monitor and supervise UPE through its

concermed agencies has contributed to the existing inefficiencies in Primary

schools.
A. Strongly Agree Lo C. Agree I
C. Strongly Disagree T D. Disagree o

Corruption and hence mismanagement of funds among concerned officials is

(Ft

responsible for the existing weaknesses In Universal primary education.
A Strongly Agree LT C Agree o]

C Strongly Disagree T L Disagree 7T

6 The uncongenial home environment in form of excess work at home, illiteracy
of parent about the value of education renders Universal Primary Education in
my region ineffective
A Strongly Agree [y BAgree [T ]
C. Strongly Disagree L. D). Disagree I E. Neutral [

7. Traditions and culiural practices in imost parts of the country have greatly
Contributed to the low turn up and drop out pupils in primary schools.
A, Strongly Agree L] C. Agree ]
c. Strongly Disagree T L Disagree S E. Neutral [

8 Insecunty within the region is posing a threat o the operation of Primary




schools within my region
A. Strongly Agree . B. Agree I
C. Strongly Disagree | 7] D. Disagree T

Section C: Remedies {o the Challenges of Universal Primary Education
9 What should schools do to improve the environment so as to suite the needs of

learners and hence improve their performance

h

10. Suggest possible ways of improving the program that need to be undertaken
by government through its education governing bodies.

b

Thanlk You




