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MAK strike: Roll call ordered 
By Martin Kitubl 
and Sarah Mazirwc .... ...... 

. ....... ... ... ... .......... ' 

~ake~ere University's management 
~as • mstructed departments and 
~~ll~~cs tr~ conduct roll calls ol' all 
stall <111d 111d1catc those who have 
not reported s1·nce tl1 • • · e semester 
opened so that disciplinary action 
can he taken . 
• 1_~ut t~e striking staff _ both 
ac.:1d~m1c and_ admini.~trative - have 
remamcd dehant , rcl'ustng to show 
up fo~ duty and paralysing the 
operatun~s at ~he university. 

rhc umvcrs1ty admini.~tration says 
alt~1~ugh the institution opened 
0 IT'.c1al_l'. ~n Sa_turday January 19, 
they 1ece1ved 1nlormation that to 
date, some members of staff have 
not yet resumed their duties. 

Andrew Abunyang, the director of' 
hum~n resource at the university, 
on 1 uesday instructed all heads 
ol department/units to conduct a 
h~adcount and submit a report to 
h1~ on the same day. 

1 he headcount, according to 
Abunyang's letter dated February 
5, was mtended to establish the 
members of stafT who had not yet 
resumed their duties. 

"All staff who will not have 
reported for duty by 8:00am on 
Wc;dnesday February 6, will be 
considered to have absconded from 
duty and their case will be handled 
in accordance with the applicable 
laws and policies," the letter reads. 

Response to headcount 
Responding to the headcount 
directive, the Makcrere University 
Academic Sta IT Association 
(MUASA), Makerere Administrative 
Staff Association (MASA) and· 
National Union of Education 
Institutions (NUEI) issued a joint 
statement yesterday re-a!Iirming 
their determination to continue with 
the strike. 

The staff assoc1atwns said 
laying down their tools was both 
constitutional and a legal right under 
Article 40 of the Constitution. 

The letter, which was signed by 
all the association heads, copied to 
director human resource and the 
vice-chancellor, reiterated that the 
strike was still on and called on 
the members to remain calm and 
unintimidated. 

"We are committed to using all 
the legal means available to defend 
the rights of our members," the 
associations said. 

A I h t b Miriam Namutebi n a most empty lecture theatre at Makerere University yesterday. P o O Y 

f-:!owever, the striking stafT leaders 
afiirmed their commitment to 
dialogue within the three days that 
they gave ending today. 

They added that once they 
receive a formal communication 
from management regarding their 
resolutions, they would immediately 
reconvene the joint general assembly · 
in order to make the appropriate 
decisions. 

The joint association statement 
was signed by Edward Mwavu 
(MUASA). Sarah Wegosasa (MASA) 
and Bruce Twesigyc (NUEI). 

In an interview with New Vision, 
Mwavu said the associations were 
open to dialogue, but added that 
they would not be intimidated. 

"We arc willing to talk, but the 
levelled ground is that suspended 
association heads must be reinstated, 
and then we will talk. We arc ready 
for dialogue," he said. 

Recently, Makerere University 
vice-chancellor Barnabas Nawangwe 
suspended the top leaders of three 
associations for allegedly inciting 
stafT to strike among other difTerent 
cases of indiscipline. 

The · affected were Dr Deus 
Kamunyu (MUASA), Bennet Magara 
and Joseph Kalema from MASA. 
This sparked off a strike that has 
been on for three weeks now. 

SU 
three ons tbrouoh 
the 11\9dlJ n o, the 
unlvfslty's convotatlon 
chalrr,erson, Dr Tanoa 
Odol. But the members of 
the associations ref used 
to call off the strike while 
their leaders were still 
under suspension. 

E111i()ll'l1S 
Situation at university 
New Vision journalists that visited 
the university yesterday observed 
heavy deployment of both the army 
and Police within and around the 
university. 

Earlier in the day, a group of 
students staged a protest, which 
was quickly dispersed by security 
personnel. 

A number of lecture rooms were 
either empty or had in them a 
handful of students chatting. 

Some of the offices, especially a~ 

the School of Agricultural Sciences, 
College of Natur~I. Science a~d 
College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences remained locked. At t_hesc 
colleges, there wasn't a smgle 
lectu re conducted between 10:00am 
and 2:00pm. . . 

One first year student mterv1ewed 
said they had in the mormng 
attended their first lecture since the 
semester opened. 

Makerere responds 
But Dr. Muhammad Kiggundu­
Musokc, the acting manager 
communications and international 
relations at the university, said 
lectures were underway at several 
colleges. 

However, he acknowledged that 
some lecturers were still on strike. 
He was optimistic that the issues will 
be resolved. 

Kiggundu said that lectures were 
going on at the College of Health 
Sciences, College of Engineering, 
Design, Art and Technology and 
the College of Computing and 
Information Sciences. 

"There is scanty teaching at some 
colleges mainly because students 
have not turned up, but we appeal to 
the public to stay calm. By Monday 
we are optimistic that the situation 
will be nonnal," he added. 


