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Makerere University has
requested Belgium o support
its agncultural department to
enhance development through
skilling  and technology
advancement

[he appeal was made by
Prof. Noble Banadda, the head
of agricultural and biosystems
engineering department, who
is also an alumnus of the

Katholicke Universiteit Leuven  University Agricultural

in Belgium. Research Institute in
This was during a visit by  Kabanyoro, Wakiso district on

officials from the Belgium Friday.

embassy to the Makerere The team was led by the first

MAKING A DIFFEREN

MAK seeks agricultura
support from Belgium

secrelary to the deputy head of
co-operation, Alexandre Brecx.

Alm of the visit

The visit aimed at expanding

Do you know of an exceptional teacher in a

Ugandan school? Nominate them for recognition.

The nominee must:

o Be a Ugandan professional teacher at either primary, secondary .

or a technical and vocational training institution

® Have mobilized the communities to take their children to school
e Have demonstrated innovation using limited resources to deliver quality education

e Promote vocational and life skills education
e Actively participate in co-curricular activities

® Be a person of impeccable integrity

® Go beyond their call of duty to deliver the curriculum or support education outcomes

Send your nomination by August 15, 2019, to mwalimu@newvision.co.ug OR sms to
8338 (Type TOP TEACHERS space, reason for nomination and contact) OR send a direct
message to the NewVision facebook or Twitter handles.
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[t also looked at possible
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i rCIalIOEijPersilb and opportunitics for partnerships
Makerere niv ﬁcrsland in the field of agriculture and

Belgium, as well as un vocational skills raining.
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s officials what the agricultural

ineeri i can
engineering unit _
do, especially in skills
development in  terms of

capacity building.

“In our department, the
skills we talk about arc those
in mechanisation, suph as
using agricultural equipment
and  machinery, irrigaton,
maintenance  of ~equipment
and machinery on top 0!
fabrication and spot welding,
Banadda said.

He observed that Uganda
spends a lot of money on
buying ~ food  processing
cquipment made of stainless
steel just because the country
lacks spot welding skills.

“Many people are starung
metal fabricating businesses as
opposed to spot welding. This
is because the skill requires
expertise in which metal joints
are not visible, especially in
the food processing industry,
as well as equipment such as
robotics, which is not readily
available,” he said.

The tour

During the guided tour by the
farm manager, Chrysostom
Tweyambe, the delegation
visited the  engineering
workshop, where machinery
and other agriculural tools
are fabricated.

They also visited the feed
processing unit, the soil
mixing and sterilisation unit,
the dairy chain, the banana
plantation and goat breeding
unit.

During the tour, visitors
interacted with students from
Ssese Farm Institute, who are
doing their internship training
at farm.

Banadda observed that since
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Banadda noted

other  countries, techy la
undergoes  incubation b‘;'agy
being commercialiseg fore
is not the case in Ugang,
He challenged the
sector 1o always take
helping  commercialisy;
new innovations.
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M The visit aimed at
showing officials what the
agricultural engineering
unit can do, especially

in skills development in
terms of capacity building
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Skills training

Brecx said his country has ;
five-year programme focusing
on education and health,
addition 1o teachers’ tmﬁm
and  skiling  vocation:l
institutions.

“That programme is cominz
to an end in 2020. One of ihe
reasons for ourvisit to Makerers
University is to prepare for the
next programme. We hox
skilling will remain a hug
priority for Belgium,” he said

Brecx was non-comminz
on financial support to the
university, but said followir
the needs assessmen:
conducted, commitment wil
be made by the embassy to the
university.

Dr Isaac Kidundu, a senir
lecturer in the deparumen:
of agricultural engineering
called for an independent
budget to enable the repar
and procurement of new

engineering equipment.
“We try to use the available
resources, but the university
and the Government shoud
have a budget to equip te
labs so that they can do
required work,” Kidundu said.
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A delegation from Belgium and Makerere University
touring projects done by Ssese Island Vocatlonal
Institute students, who are on Internship at Kabanyo"’
farm. Photo by Agnes Nantambi
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