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ABSTRACT 

1e study, "Instructional materials and pupils academic performance in selected schools in 

utaleja district" was carried out in Busolwe Town Council. The objectives of the study were to 

entify problems faced by teachers in using instructional materials in primary schools, to 

tablish the role played by instructional material in the teaching and learning in primary 

hools, tend to state the importance of instructional materials in the teaching and learning in 

imary schc::>Ois. In order to establish the gaps the literature was r~viewed following the above 

::!ntioned objectives. A cross sectional research design was used because it cut across all the 

;pondents in the area of study. The design was achieved through qualitative and quantitative 

proaches. The research instruments used in data collection were questionnaire, interviews, and 

cumentary review. The targeted population was selected through random sampling techniques. 

te data collected was manually analysed· using Ms-Word and Excel computer packages. The 

tjor chal lenges faced by teachers in using instructional materials in primary: schools were 

md to be lack of modern equipments, lack of scholastic materials and poor teacher pupils 

ations among others. The major role played by instructional materials in teaching and learning 

primary schools established by the study was that learners loose concentration in class and 

tkes the learners idle in class and not participating in the learning process. The impottance of 

tructional materials in the teaching and learning in primary schools was that it facilitates and 

ivates pupils' capacity to grasp knowledge. The study concluded that lack of instructional 

.terials incapacitates learning and teaching of pupils in primary schools, among others. Hence 

study recommended that government should take up the responsibility of supplying textbooks 

i non-textbook materials to all schools in Busolwe Town Council. All stake holders should 

bark on mobilizing and sensitizing parents on the roles and responsibilities on their children 

better academic performance, and government should open up or remove staff ceiling to 

)W more teachers to avoid inadequacy and ineffectiveness, among others. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

1is chapter captures the information on the background to the study, problem statement, 

trpose of the study, objectives ofthe study, research questions, scope of the study, justification 

·the study, limitations of the study and definitions of the study and definitions of key terms. 

l.l HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

te act of teaching is fundamentally concerned with passing ideas, skills and attitudes from the 

lchers to the learners. Teachers use a wide variety of tools to foster learning. Instructional 

:tterials are tools in educational lesions which includes active learning and assessment. 

te common ones are as below:-

aditional resources include: textbooks, wprk books used in a classroom example language arts, 

tssroom almost always have literature books, writing textbooks and even vocabulary and 
I 

elling. 

·aphic organizers are any type of visual representation of information diagrams, charts, tables, 

'w charts and graphs are all examples of graphic organizers. 

achers made resources include anything the teacher creates like handouts, work sheets, tests, 

izzes and projects. Many of these are used to assessment. 

1.2 CONCEPTUAL PERSPECTIVE 

1e influence of instructional materials in promoting pupils teaching plays a maJor role in 

proving academic performance. The availability of instructional materials and appropriate 

lization in the teaching-learning process makes classroom interaction practices and successful 

nsfer of knowledge from the teacher to the learners. 

;tructional materials assist teachers to make their lessons explicit to karm.: r!:i. They are also 

~d to transit information, ideas and notes to the learners. 



:ery teacher needs supplies and resources in order to have successful classroom. Writing 

ensils, paper and inspirational wall signs are all useful objectives in a classroom, but they are 

,t instructional materials. 

structional materials are the tools used in educational lessons which include active learning and 

sessment. Basically any resource a teacher uses to help him teach his student is an instrumental 

:tterial. This is according to Angela (2003-20 16) lesson transcript instructor. 

:ademic achievement or (academic) performance is the outcome of education the extent to 

1ich a student, teacher or institution has achieved their educational goals. 

:ademic achievement is commonly measured by examinations or continuous assessment but 

!re is no general agreement on how it :is best tested or which aspects are most important 

)Cedural knowledge such as skills or declarative knowledge such as facts . ! 

is is in accordance to Bossaert G.S Doumen, E. Buye K.Verschcleren (2011) "Predicting 

tdents academic achievement after the transition to first grade A two years-year longitudinal 

.dy" journal applied Developmental Psychology 32:47-57 doi:lO, 1016 Appedev 2010 . 

. 3 CONTEXTUAL PERSPECTIVE 

California the achievement of schools is measured by the academic performance index. 

lividual differences in academic performance have been linked to differences in intelligence 

:l personality. Students with higher mental ability as demonstrated by IQ tests and those who 

: higher in conscientiousness (linked to effect and achievement motivation) tend to achieve 

;hly in academic settings. A recent meta-analysis suggested that mental curiosity (as measured 

typical intellectual engagement has an influence on academic achievement in addition to 

~lligence and conscientiousness). Children's semi-structured 'home learning environment 

en children start first grade. Early academic achievements enhance later academic 

tievements. As advanced by the following in their books: 

2 



nme Ward; Howard Stoker, Mildred Murray Ward ( 1996), "achievement and ability test 

:finition of the domain", Educational measurement 2, university press of America, pp2-5. 

)n Stumm, Sophie, Hell, Benedikt, Chamorro Premuia, Tomas (20 11 ) "The hungry mind 

:ellectual curiosity is the third pillar off academic performance." 

l.4 THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE 

:cording to a contingency theory it is an organizational theory that states that there is no best 

y to organize a corporation, to lead a company, or to make decisions, instead to optimal 

.trse of action is contingent (dependent) upon the internal and external situation. A contingent 

der effective! y applies his own style of leadership to the right situation 

e link between the theory (contingency theory) and the topic is that both handle organization, 

eful management of systems to satisfy and balance internal needs and adapt to envi.ronment 

:umstances. 
/ 

:se are clearly stated by Ijaduola; (1997) that instructional materials assist teachers to make 

r lessons explicit to learners. They are also used to transmit information, ideas and notes to 

ners. Instructional materials include both visual and audio-visual such as pictures, flash 

ls, posters, charts, tapes, radios, videos, televisions, computers among others. These materials 

·e as supplement to the normal processes of instruction. 

ording to Aromolaran, (2006) to him three maJor languages are used in teaching and 

municating economic ideas. These languages include theory or verbal, geometric?.! or 

~hical and algebraic or mathematical language. It should therefore be noted that in order to 

mce teaching and learning in primary schools necessary and relevant instructional materials 

tid be appropriately used. This fact is supported by Macaulay ( 1989) who asserts that visual 

make lessons easy for the fast acquisition of knowledge by the learners. 

he same note, scholars like Mutebi and Matora (19440 have emphasized that there is an 

ton instructional materials utilization in teaching and learning, according to them, we learn 

3 



1d remember 10% of what we hear, 40% of what we discuss with others and as high at 50% of 

hat we experience directly or by practice. 

addition to this, Okabukola and Jegede (1992) stressed that a professionally qualified science 

acher no matter how well trained would be unable to put his ideas into practice if the school 

·!ling lacks the equipment and materials necessary for him or her competence into reality. 

milarly, Basse! (2002) in his view said that science is resource intensive and in a period of 

;onomic recession, it may be very difficult to find some of the electronic gadgets and 

1uipment for the teaching of mathematics in schools adequately. A situation that is further 

1111pounded by the galloping inflation in the country and many at times, some of the impotted 

·phisticated materials and equipment are found expensive and even irrelevant, hence need to 

oduce materials locally. 

~searchers such as Obioha, (2006) and Ogunleye (2002) reported that there ~t:-re inadequate 

sources for teaching science subjects in primary schools in Nigeria. They further stated that 

·en the available ones are not usually in good conditions. There is need therefore for 

1 provisation. 

their findings Adepimpe (1977) and Daramola (2008) however noted that improvisation 

:mands adventure, creativity, curiosity and perseverance on the part of the teacher such skills 

e only realizable through well planned training programs on improvisation. 

l PROBLEM STATEMENT 

every year when the Uganda National Examination Board (UNEB) releases the results of 

imary leaving examination (PLE) there has always been a notable mass failure rate in science 

bjects (mathematics). In support of the above problem of the academic performance according 

the new vision to copyright 2016. The insider Uganda unleashing the truth posted on (2015, 

:bruary 3) UCE results: science failure worry UNEB. The board however noted that the 

.uation in science and mathematics is wotTying. In her speech the education minister Jesca 

.upo encouraged teachers to utilize laboratories avai led and demonstrated the practical aspect 

science subjects. 

4 



ccording to Nwad iwigwe (2000), learning is a process through which knowledge, skills, habits, 

cts, ideas and principles are acquired. The only means of achieving this is through the use of 

structional materials. It is therefore against this background that this study attempt to examine 

e extent to which the appropriate utilization of instructional materials could enhance and 

.vance primary school pupils academic performance. 

3THEPURPOSEOFTHESTUDY 

1e purpose of the study was to examine how instructional materials and academic performance 

s effect in selected primary schools in Butaleja district, Buswole Town Council. 

t OBJECTIVES 

1e obj ectives of the study were:-

i) To identify problems faced by teachers m using instructional materials m pnmary 

schools. ; 

i) To establish the role played by instructional materials in the teaching and learning in 

primary schools 

i) To state the importance of instructional materials in the teaching and learning in primary 

schools. 

; RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

(i) What are the challenges faced by teachers m usmg instructional materials m 

primary schools? 

(ii) What roles are played by instructional materials in the teaching and learning in 

primary schools? 

(iii) What is the importance of using instructional materials during the teaching and 

learning in primary schools? 

d Geographical scope 

.e research study was conducted among the five (05) se lected primary schools within Busolwe 

wn Council in Butaleja District. Busolwe Town Co unci I is round in Butaleja district, Eastern 

rt of Uganda. Butaleja District is found in Eastem Uganda ahoul 30kms west ofTororo Town. 



) the Wesi. Butaleja is bordered by Namutumba district, to the North is bordered with Budaka 

strict and to East it is bordered by Mbale district and the South East is bordered with Tororo 

istrict. 

5.2 Content Scope 

1e study focused on the problems associated with instructional materials. According to 

)Xanne Deang (20 12) published on December 9111
, stated the following. 

nee educational communication and technology is a fairly new area of importance in 

lucation, it is a lightly technical field, and to understand how it can affect instructional delivery, 

te first has to understand the operational functionality of the resource kits . 

. 
!achers' knowledge have a great impact on the effective application of teaching aids or 

structional materials this is because t}Je teacher uses need to understand the sequential 

esentation of the instructional gadgets so as to suit the interests of the learners and its 
J 

·propriateness.with the instructional tasks. 

trt of the application of teaching aids or instructional materials process is the target population 

r whom the materials are to be used and the setting or vicinity where the learning should take 

:1ce. 

me is also a serious problem or factor that delay effective use of instructional materials that 

n make learning easier and faster such as computer-aided program but lack of funds has effects 

. its importation and use in schools. 

aterials available for the effective instructional delivery are poorly manhandled by both 

1chers and some school authority. 

hool is affected by non-availability of resource room for the proper keeping of both locally 

mufactured and the commercially purchased teaching instructional material liming its use at 

::time needed. The two institutions indicates the availability of these materials but were rather 

poor condition. 



5.3 Time scope 

1e study considered information between the time period of 2006-2015 (1 0 years) this period is 

nsidered so as to obtain the recent and valid data. This time lag of (1 0 years) gave the 

searcher an in-depth analysis of the use of instructional materials in the teaching and learning 

·science subjects in primary schools. 

6 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY 

1e continued poor performance by pupils in primary schools is the rationale for conducting this 

.1dy to establish whether it has got a link with the instructional materials. 

7 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

1e study if completed would help enhance teachers' effectiveness and productivity. This is in 

1e with assertion of Ekweme and !gave; (200 1) who noted that it is only teachers who will 

tarantee effective and adequate usage of instructional materials and thereby facilitate success. 

remejii (2002) supportively asserts that any teacher who takes advantage of these resources and 

::trns to use them correctly will find that they almost make an in calculating contribution to 

struction. He further says that instructional materials are of high value in importing 

formation, clarifying difficult and abstract concepts, stimulating thought sharpening 

>servation, creating interest and satisfying individual difference. 

:::cording to Nwadinigwe, (2000) to him learning is a process through which knowledge, skills, 

tbits, facts, ideas and principles are acquired and uti lized and the only means of achieving this 

through the use of instructional materials. 

1e study is also vital to the educational system and societal large. This is because when 

achers' solidify their teaching with instructional materials and the learners learn effectively, the 

wwledge acquired will reflect the society positively. Pupi ls be able to understand the 

.nctioning of the economy, interpret government' s economic policies and activities and perform 

:onomically better in the choice of life and work. 

will also act as guideline to the solutions for the problems faced in the country. 

7 



:m-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) like USAID of the American people have taken part 

lend support to areas where the problems have been discovered, thus poor academic 

rfonmmce. This study when completed will expose hidden problems that in turn may call aid 

)m programs of USAID like SHARP, (RTI) research triangle international to provide capacity 

.i!ding of teachers, on reading and writing and putting more emphasis on the making and use of 

:;tructional materials to better the teaching and learning in primary schools. 

te study in turn shall enable the community to look towards better academic performance of 
. . 

~ir learners by exploitation of the local environment in attempt to make and use instructional 

Herials using plant materials within their reach such as sisal, mats, ropes, seeds, empty boxes. 

~FINITION OF KEY TERMS 

.e relevant terms below are operationally defined relative to their usage in this study. 

;tructional materials; are primary a medium for delivery of content, the teachet: reiterates and 

ilds on the content. 

)Urce: teachers' mathematics methodology module 01) 

:cording to Angella Janovsky, study con, instructional materials are the tools used 111 

Jcationallessons which include active learning and assessment. 

llization; the act of using something to achieve a given purpose. 

)urce: Oxford advanced dictionary 2000). 

ademic performance; this is regarded as the display of knowledge attained or skills shown in 

100! subjects such as achievements are indicated by test scores or by marks assigned by 

chers. It is shown of evaluation or students in classroom work as qualified on the basis of 

rks or grades. (Source: teachers PEs module EPEOI) 1994. 
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0 INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1is chapter presents a review of related literature. To guide the study, literature was reviewed 

1der the following subheadings. 

hallenges faced by teachers in using instructional materials in primary schools. 

ole played by instructional materials in teaching and learning process in primary schools. 

1portance of instructional materials in the teaching learning process. 

1 CHALLENGES FACED BY TEACHERS IN USING INSTRUCTIONAL 

lA TERIALS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

ccording to Roxanne Deany (20 12) published on December, 9 identified the following as ·· 

·oblems or ch~llenges associated with the use of instructional materials; 
I 

ince educational communication and technology is fairly new area of importance in education, 

is lightly technical field, and to understand how it can affect instructional delivery, one first has 

' understand the operational functional of the resource kits. 

ime is always a serious problem or factors that delay effective use 'of instructional materials in 

ass due to time allocation on the time table. 

here are sophisticated teaching aids or instructional ma~erials that can make learning easier and 

tster such as computer-aided programs but lack of funds has effect on its importance and use in 

~hools. 

he instructional materials that are available at school are poorly handled by both teachers are 

ersons in authority which would otherwise be of effective use in the teaching learning process. 

"he worst of all is that schools are affected by non-availab ility or resource room for the proper 

ustody of both locally manufactured and commercially purchased instructional materials. 

9 



0 0 0 

1other pressing issue was that instructional materials were grossly lacking in schools. There 

1s scarcity of both printed and audio-visual materials in most of the instruction neither of 

inted nor audio-visual materials were available insufficient quantity or quality. 

~cording to Program to International Pupils: Assessment (PIP A) which was implemented in 

mada across all its province, the following found as some of the problems or challenges faced 

teachers in using instructional materials in the teaching and learning in primary schools. 

:tffing hindrance, lack of qualified staff, shortage of teaching of teachers for sciences, 

1thematics, language, arts or other school subjects and lack of non-teaching staff in primary 

.10ol levels. 

;tructional resource hindrances: shortage." of technology related resources, including computes, .• 

;tructional computer software, audio and audio views resources or other tec,hnology based 

;ources, and shortage of other instructional resources. 

acher or staff related hindrances teacher pupil rapport. 

w teacher competence m the area of effective instructional resource utilization m the 

tssroom situation. 

ilure to appreciate the importance of usmg instructional materials in promoting and 

derstanding of physics concepts being deliver to learners and during the teaching and learning 

)Cess in the classroom environment. 

ck of opportunities for in service/refresher or capacity building development for servmg 

ence teachers to update their knowledge periodically in the light of new research findings and 

:ources development in the local environment. 

10 



l THE ROLE PLAYED BY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN THE TEACHING 

~D LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

uyori, (1986) while stressing the importance of instructional technology highlighted the 

!lowing categories of instructional materials . 

.tdio or aural Aids: Are those devices that make use of the sense of hearing only such as radios, 

dio tape recordings and televisions these devices can be used to enrich learners with the 

.owledge of mathematics during the process of teaching and learning. 

sual instructional materials: The devices that appeal to the sense of sight only such as 

alkboard, chart, slides and filmstrips also help learners to use their sense of vision to 

.derstand concepts taught to them . 

.1dio visual aids: A combination of devices which appeal to the sense of seeing and learning in 
J 

~ teaching learning process. These helps in developing learners sense in order to make them 

•t to forget easily when they hear and see like in a television, motion pictures and computers, 

inted materials: Include textual materials such as magazines, newspapers, journals as well as 

ogrammed learning materials that students read and memorize for understanding of physics 

ncepts which can enable them discover the physical word and communicate their discoveries 

others. 

anipulative materials: These are instructional materials which the lecturer handles skillfully 

.d expertly to bring about the desired behavioural change among learners in the learning 

.vironment. 

:vera! studies indicate a very strong position link between the effective use of instructional 

aterials, pupils and students' academic performance in mathematics in primary schools. 
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:cording to Balo, ( 1971) commented that "Audio-visual" materials as integral part of teaching 

j learning situation helps to bring about permanent and meaningful experience among 

tchers. He said that they provide firsthand experience where possible or of vicarious one where 

ly that is feasible. 

the same manner, Moronlola (1982) also carried out a research in 11 Onn local government of 

vara state she also used questionnaires to tap information on the material resources available 

· teaching and learning process of the ten subjects in the ten primary schools. She collected 

1\SC examination results for the past five years and related this pupils achievement in each of 

: ten subjects taught in primary schools and the amount of resources available for the teaching 

ten subjects. She also reported a significant effect of material resources on the achievement of 

pils in each of the ten subjects taught in primary schools . 

. olo (1978) also concluded a survey on audio-visual materials for eight te;:tcher training 
I 

leges Kiwara state and for twelve teachers colleges in plateau state Nigeria. His study 

1sidered such elements as equipment and materials owned by each of the selected colleges, 

lization of equipment and materials owned, and the number of teachers that had some measure 

audio-visual related training. The study revealed that there was underutilization of 

tructional materials equipment in some areas and non-utilization in other materials that can be 

~d in the teaching learning process in primary schools. 

, THE IMPORTANCE OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN THE TEACHING 

~D LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

:tructional materials support learning content, allow students to engage in the application of 

1cepts and provide an opportunity for evaluation. They are developed to facilitate learner 

jerstanding in support of this Fayemi (1991) highlighted the need for mathematics teachers to 

velop positive attitudes towards the development and utilization of instructional materials 

1ilable. In other words, maintain appropriateness of the materials to instructional competences 

:pared for use in the classroom. 
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)poola (1981) challenged the mathematics teachers to reflect individual differences of learners' 

taracteristics in the use of instructional materials in the teaching learning process. This is 

:cause the age, level interest, socio-economic background, learning style, physical skills of the 

arner often varies hence materials be selected, developed and used should relate to the 

dividual differences of the learner in the classroom environment during the teaching and 

:1rning process. 

1is is necessary because learners as human beings learn through various senses thus through 

uch, vision, taste and hearing that could enable them understand and hence the resources or 

aterials that appeal more than one sense should essentially be utilized during the process of 

3.ching and learning mathematics in primary schools. 

1e teachers therefore should use a lot of resources in the local neighbourhood that can be 

novative to him to exploit for the benefit of learners or students that can1 enhance their 

:rformance during the teaching and learning process. 

nee instructional materials are very important, Oladejo et.al (2011) urged that before selection 

developing any resource, considerations should be made on the number of teaching and 

lrning situations to which the resource can be applied. 

1erefore acquisition of teaching aids having a wide range of practical capability is essential in 

e teaching learning of sciences in primary schools. 

::cording to Jegode and Adedajo (2011), the teachers should realize the need for improvisation 

· instructional materials if the cost of purchasing them is high. Due to the importance of 

structional materials such improvisation is a way of increasing inquiry curiosity, 

anipulatively, creativity and productive application of intellect to desired selected instructional 

aterials required to be used in the process of teaching and learning in primary schools. 

1ere are different and various approaches and definitions of concepts of competence that are 

•mmon. 
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:wt (as stated in Orji and Abolarim, 2012) defined competence as ability to perform a task and 

es required to the expected standards. 

cording to Weinert (200 1) competencies are the positive combinations of knowledge, ability 

:l willingness in ability of an individual to cope up successful and responsibility with the 

mging situations in the environment. 

nilarly, 01ji and Abolanin, (2002) refer to competence as the effectiveness or abili ty of anyone 

1cerned to apply the acquired knowledge, values and skills to achieve the desired results or 

1ls that have been set. 

:::se definitions express competence as changing over time, experience and setting thus, 

.ording to Cireuba (2006) competence as a concept can be communicated but only developed 

a teacher and impa1ied on the learners at a specific given period of time. 

1ddition to this, Orji and Abolanin (2012) called for development or improvisation of teaching 

s could also be done concurrently with the pupils such as a project or group assignment in 

igning som~ gadgets of learning. This also promotes creativity among pupils/students in a 

en level of learning. 

~ording to Weinert (2001) some dynamic variables such as the size of target audience, the 

;sroom, social climate setting, viewing behaviour and listening arrangements, available time 

ce, the desired level of learners responses and partic ipation are to be seriously considered in 

ision making, selection and developments of instructional materials for use in lesson delivery 

>rimary schools. 

14 



0 INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

this chapter the methodologies used were explained and they included: research design, area 

·the study, sampling technique, instrument for data collection, sources of data, data analysis, 

bical consideration, research procedure and quality control. 

1 RESEARCH DESIGN 

~counting for common method variance in a cross-sectional research designs, Lindell, Michael 

. Whitney, David J. (2001) FWB, 114-121 Journal of applied psychology, Vol86(1). Cross

ctional studies of attitude behaviour relationships are vulnerable to the inflation of correlations 

, Common Method Variance (CMV). Here, a model is presented that allows partial correlation 

talysis to adjust the observed correlations about the statistical and practical significance of the 

edictor have been influenced by the presence of CMV. This method also sugge~.ted procedures 

r designing questionnaires to increase the precision of these adjustments. 

)th qualitative and quantitative methods shall be employed as well. 

2 AREA OF STUDY 

1e study was carried out in Busolwe Town Council, Butaleja district and five selected schools. 

1ese schools are expected to provide the required data. This area has been chosen because most 

· the schools have neglected the use of instructional materials which seems to be one of the · 

ctors contributing to poor academic performance in primary schools. 

3 SAMPLING TECHNIQUES 

ve schools were sampled randomly. This technique was chosen because it gives each srhnul i11 

e area equal chance of participating in the study. The respondents were s~.· k~,: kd . \VIli1·1t 

eluded five headteachers, 20 teachers, 1LCs, 25 pupils lLCIII and I C'DO. 

1is is because all of them are expected to have equal chance participating i11 tlti :-~ :~tlid)' nnd 11 lso 

ovide reliable information about the problem. 

' ~ 

1'· 



tble of sample size N.B Four(4) schools 

ttegory Number Total 

achers 5x4 20 

:ad teachers 5x1 05 
--

pils 5x5 25 
-

~ III C/P 1xl 01 
- --

)Q l x l 01 
--

tal. - 52 
--

tta source 

e primary data was obtained through observation, questionnaires and interviews with 

:pondents. 

condary data was obtained from written document and materials. The researcher target to 

tain information from respondents, i.e. headteachers records, environmental magazines, 

wspapers, textbooks, journals and internets. 

~ INSTRUMENTS OF DATA COLLECTION 

e main instrument for data collection included:- questionnaires with open ended questions, 

s was chosen because it enabled the respondents to express their review freely. Questionnaires 

:re issued and filled in by relevant respondents such as hyadteachers, teachers and members of 

1001 management committee and LCs. The questionnaires consisted of statements about the 

1ool environment. 

erview guide i.e. ·face-to-face interaction with the respondents mainly pupils and few members 

the school management who were able to read and write hence given opportunity to take part 

the study. 

iRESEARCHPROCEDURE 

>On getting approval of the proposal, the researcher got an introductory letter from the college 

education open and distance learning department or Kampala International University. The 
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searcher sought permission from authorities of the sampled schools_ then he administers to the 

spondents. The researcher collected them and then began in data analysis stage. 

6 DATA ANALYSIS 

)th qualitative and quantitative analytical techniques were adopted to help in analyzing the data 

r presentation. Quantitative data was analysed using descriptive analysis to draw conclusion. 
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CHAPTER JrOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

1 INTRODUCTION 

is chapter represents presentation, analysis and interpretation of the data. The data is presented 

:1 analysed objective by objective. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

e background information includes ages, sex, marital status, and employment status of the 

pondents. 

ble (4.1.1) Age of the respondents 
--

e Frequency Percentage (%) 

-16 15 29 
--

-21 5 9 

-26 5 9 

-31 14 27 

-36 4 8 

-42 3 6 
-·- -

-above 6 12 
- --

tal 52 100 
--

1urce: Field Data) 

)le ( 4.1.1) above shows that the majority of the respondents were from 12 to 16 years. This 

1ld be because the researcher was interested in learners in upper primary who were assumed to 

knowing how to read and write. However, the respondents who took part in the study were of 

ages from 12 years and above. 

18 



-----===-~~~--~------~----------------------==========~ 
o c~ 

able (4.1..2) Sex of the respondents 

:x Frequency Percentage(%) 

ale 28 54 

:male 24 46 

)tal 52 100 
-

ource: Field Data) 

~cording to table ( 4 .1.2) above both male ~nd female took part in this study but the number of 

ales was more than females i.e. males were 28 representing 54% and females were 24 

presenting 46%. This slight difference could easily be attributed to women attitude of always 

ying away from responsibility. 

-
tblc (4.1.3) Marital status of the respondents 

atus Frequency Percentage (%) 

ngle 26 50 

an·ied 21 40 
--

idowed 2 4 
- --

vorced 3 6 

>tal 52 100 
--

ource: Field Data) 

Lble ( 4.1.3) above clearly reveals that respondents of different marital status had an opportunity 

take part in this study i.e. those who were still single were 26, this should not have caused any 

nTy because none of the learners who took part in the study was expected to be married. This 

ve advantage for those who were single to be the majority. Compared to those who are 

:u-ried, widowed and divorced. 
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tulc (4.1.4) Educational level of the respondents 
--

!vd of education Frequency Percentage(%) 
--

unary 26 50 

1' level 2 4 
-·--

,' level - 00 
------~-·-

)liege 21 40 

1iversity 3 6 

;me - 00 
-

)tal 52 100 
-

ource: Fteld Data) 

tb!e (4.1.4) above shoes that at least every respondent had access to education though their 

vels vary from primary to university. This gave assurance to the researcher that the data given • 

' the respondents was authentic. ; 

able (4.1.5) Employment status 

:at us Frequency Percentage (%) 

Memployed 00 00 

[vii servant 26 50 
.. ·--

~asants 5 10 
-· --

thers 21 40 

)tal 52 100 

:ource: Field Data) 

:1ble ( 4.1.50 above shows that the majority of the respondents were civil servants since teachers 

1d headteachers also took part in the study; the number of others was 21 and probably could be 

~cause they were pupils. 
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tblc (4.1.60 Rating the use of instructional materials and acad~mic performance of the 

tpHs in selected primary schools 

tting Frequency Percentage (%) 

:cellent 00 00 

~ry good 04 08 

)Od 14 27 

.tr 07 13 

eak 26 50 

~ry weak 01 2 

1tal 52 100 

ource: Field Data) 

---

---

-- --

--

---

. --

te table (4.1.6) above reveals that the responses were given to show how instructional materials .• 

d academic performance was rated in selected primary schools in Busolwe '.(own Counci ls, 

rtaleja district. None of the respondents agreed that instructional materials and academic 

rformance was excellent in Busolwe Town Councils although 08% of the respondents agreed 

:tt academic performance is very good and 27% agreed that the use of instructional materials in 

hools and academic performance need to be addressed. 
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2 CHALLENGES FACED BY TEACHERS IN USING INSTRUCTIONAL 

ATERIALS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

tble (4.1.7) Challenges faced by teachers in using instructional materials in primary 

!tools 

.ctor Fa·equency Percentage(%) 

)dern equipment 16 31 

1dequate classrooms 05 10 
-
tderstaffing 05 10 

or syllabus interpretation 04 7 

ck of scholastic materials 06 11 

or teacher-pupils relations 06 11 

::>r school administration 04 8 

::k of instructional materials 05 10 

source room 01 2 

tal 52 100 

•urce: Field Data) 

--·-

- -

·-

--

--
-

~ table ( 4 .1. 7) above shows the responses towards specific challenges faced by teachers in 

1g instructional materials in primary schools. From the findings 31% of the respondents said 

t lack of modern equipment is the leading factor due to limited knowledge. In table 4.1.7 

·ve, other respondents understaffing, poor teacher-pupil relationship, lack of instructional 

:erials. Castle E.B (1999) asserted that teaching Aids were in schools meaning towards 

·ning, poor school administration and mismanagement of funds leads to challenges faced by 

:hers in the use of instructional material in primary schools. 
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tble (4.1.8) Do you have modern equipment for teachers and pupils? 
·-

~spouse J?requency Percentage 0/o 

~s 00 00 
-
) 00 00 

·--· 
1tal 52 100 

--
ource: Field Data) 

te above table reveals that only 40% o_f the teachers use instructional materials and 60% of th_e 

tchers do not use. 

~THE ROLE PLAYED BY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL IN TEACHING AND 

~ARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
-

tble (4.1.9) The role played by instructional material in teaching and learning in primary 

l10ols 

ctor Effects Frequency Percentage 
_(%) --

.ck of scholastic Makes he learners idle in class and not 09 17 
1terials participating during learning process --
:>dern equipment Makes learners to loose concentration in 12 23 

class work 
---

1dequate classrooms Interfere learning during windy and rainy 05 10 
season 

--
1derstaffing Makes teachers overloaded and hence do 05 10 

not deliver effectively 
- .. - -

or syllabus This leads to the delivery of wrong 05 10 
erpretation concepts to the learners -
.ck or instructional Makes learning meaningless since 05 10 
tterials learning is facilitated by all senses i.e. 

seeing, feeling 
or teachers-pupils Create gap between teachers and his client 06 11 
ationship 
or school Does not build confidence among teachers 04 08 
ministration and learners - -··-. ---- .. --
[smanagement of Promotes coiTuption and constrains the 01 01 
1ds budget of the school -- - ~ -· ·- -
1tal 52 100 

---~-----·-·-

ource: Field Data) 
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f-IE IMPORTANCE OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN THE TEACHING AND 

~ARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

te 3rd objective for this study was to establish the importance of instructional materials in the 

iching and learning in primary schools in Busolwe Town Council. In order to establish this, 

5pondents were administered a questionnaire which had statements connected to strategies for 

tablishing the importance of instructional materials in the teaching and learning in primary 

hools and the responses »'ere as in table 4.10 below. 

tble (4.10) strategies that can be used to establish the importance of instructional 

aterials in the teaching and learning in primary schools in Busolwe Town Council. 

rategy Frequency Percentage(%) 

;e of instructional materials during teaching 07 14 

splay of instructional materials 
. 05 10 

odern equipment 13 25 

:nsitization of parents 04 07 

·ganizing refresher courses 05 10 

!cruiting more teachers 04 07 

mstruction of more classrooms 01 02 

Jprehending corrupt headteachers 03 06 

~motion of non-performing head teachers 06 12 

1idance and counseling 04 07 

>tal 52 100 

ource: Field Data) 

·-

-

·-

--

·-

-· ·-

tble ( 4.1 0) above shows strategies that can be used to establish the importance of instructional 

3.terials in the teaching and learning in primary schools. They support learning content, allows 

1dents to engage in application of concepts and provide an opportunity f'or t:va luation. In 

pport of this Fayemi (1991) highlighted the need for teachers to clevdop positi ve attitudes 

wards the development and utilization of instructional materials ava i hthk. 

xording to that table, 7 respondents representing 14•x, hl'lil'vc that usc of instructional 

aterials would gradually improve performance or pttpils . tlt is is itt li111.: with Castle E.B (1999) 



ho assert that teaching Aids were used in schools to give meaning to learning. He further added 

at a word description of something was made real by seeing the thing itself. of course a good 

acher should after using the instructional materials should always display them, this was 

nphasized by 5 respondents representing 10% who said display of instructional materials would 

! another way strategy of importing academic performance. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

) INTRODUCTION 

1is chapter presents the discussion, conclusion and recommendations of the researcher. 

I DISCUSSION 

the study all categories of people took part in regard to sex/gender, age, marital status, 

ucational level, employment status. The study was dominated by male according to the tab le 

1.2 which indicted that male were 54% compared to female who were only 46%, this shows 

:tt gender was taken as serious matter in this study. Weak academic performance affects both 

:tie and female and table 4.1.6 clearly brought out the level of use of instructional materials and 

ademic performance in primary school tn Busolwe Town Council. In this table respondents 

~re asked to rate the performance of pupils in their individual schools and hone~tly 50% of the . ' 

:;pondents admitted that the level of performance was poor. This makes any individual to 

·lieve that there could be a serious issue affecting academic performance of learners. 

1e findings indicated in the table 4.1.7 brought out the challenges faced by teachers in using 

structional materials in primary schools. 

1e findings revealed that lack of modern equipments was the leading factors affecting the 

emory, retention and recall of subject content by the learners. This is not in line with Rozanne 

eang (20 12) who identified the following as the challenges associated with the use of 

structional materials, educational communication and technology is fairly new, its lightly 

chnical field, understanding the operational functionality of the resource kits. 

1e study also showed that inadequate classrooms also contribute to weak academic 

:rformance of pupils this is in agreement with Morsden (2005) who reported that safe and 

·derly class, environment (aspect of instructional space/school facilities were significantly 

lated to learners' academic performance in schools . 

.1e researcher quoted Glassman (1994) asserting that a comfortable and caring environment 

nong other treatments help to contribute to academic performance absence of classroom greatly 

arning especially during rainy seasons. 
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1e study added that understaffing in all school has in one way contributed to poor academic 

rfonnance of pupils. For learning to take place there must be someone (teacher) to help the 

trner, this is combined with poor accommodation which creates uncomfortable and uniting 

Hking condition for teachers. 

te researcher also found that poor syllabus interpretation seems to be causing poor academic 

rformance, this is supported by 7% of the respondents in table 4.1. 7 Mlama (2005) FA WE 

.mbia also argues that curricular is in the hands of policy makers. She observe that it is the role 

the politicians to react and influence relevant and curricular in the educational system of any 

unting she also said that a child perform poorly and dropout of school because of imbalance 

rriculum and failures of teachers to interpret the curriculum. 

)W much do you think a child can benefit from a teacher who IS unable to interpret the 

llabus? 

~garding use and displays of instructiona1 materials, the study found that some of the schools 

mpletely lacked instructional materials as stated by 8% of the respondents y~t instructional 

aterials are meant to give meaning to learning. 

lOr teachers-pupils relationship caught the attention of the researcher 10% of the respondents 

1t it clear that the poor teacher-pupil relationship exist among teachers and their learners as a 

sult little business is done in class and hence poor results in performance. 

>or school administration. Administration is the process of working together with individuals or 

cups of people so as to achieve the organization goals and objectives. 7% of the respondents 

knowledge that poor administration is one of the causes of poor performance in primary 

hools in Butaleja district. Yes this cam1ot be ruled out because good administration tends 

wards achievement. 

2 CONCLUSION 

onclusively the study has found that there are several challenges faced in the use of 

structional materials that are responsible for pupils' academic performance in Busolwe Town 

ouncil. They range from; 

ack of use instructional materials, inadequate classrooms, understaffing, poor syllabus 

.terpretation by some teachers, lack of scholastic materials, failure of teachers to display 
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tructional materials, poor teachers-pupils relationship, poor school administration of funds 

re among other factors that vvere causing poor academic performance. 

is indicates that a lot more is still needed so as to address the problem of use of instructional 

.terials and academic performance in primary schools in Busolwe Town Council. 

, RECOMMENDATIONS 

address the problem of instructional materials and academic performance in selected primary 

10ols, the researcher put forward the following recommendations; 

e govenunent must take up the responsibility of supplying textbooks and non-textbook 

tterials to all schools in Busolwe Town Council. 

l stakeholders should emba~k on sensitizing the parents on their roles and responsibilities. Sub

unty authorities should organize for education exchange visit. 

achers should be creative and exploit the local environment in order to provide a wide variety 

instructional materials for leamers to develop ability to understand. 

le Ministry Of Education should organize refresher courses to orientate teachers on syllabus 

.erpretation. The District Education Office should work hand in hand with Inspectorate to step 

support supervision to address issues related to administration. 

te Ministry of Education should increase staff-ceiling for all schools. 

)n-performing headteachers should be demoted. Corrupt headteachers should be apprehended. 

all the above recommendations are implemented the researcher is hopeful that the use of 

structional materials and academic performance will greatly improve as good achievement can 

: realized in Busolwe Town Council. 

4 AREAS OF FURTHER RESEARCH 

) complement this study, the researcher proposes that more research be carried out in more 

imary schools in the other remaining sub-counties within Butaleja district so as to make a 

Hnparison in the various findings that shall be arrived at. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE RESPONDENTS 

am Nakwigi Namubaali Falida a student of Kampala International University offering 

chelors Degree in Primary Education. I am now carrying out a research study on the topic 

Jstructional materials and pupils' academic performance in selected primary schools in 

1taleja district. You have been randomly chosen to participate in this study you are kindly 

ked to give information regarding the topic of study. Any information you will give shall be 

pt with utmost confidentiality since this is purely an academic research. 

ick or fill in as appropriate) 

:CTION A: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

I. Sex: Male c=J Femal~ c=J 
2. Age: 

(12-16) c=J 
(17-21) c::=J 
(22-26) c::=J 
(27-31) c::=J 
(32-36) CJ 
(37-42) c::=J 
(43+) c::=J 

3. Occupation: 

Employed c::=J 
Unemployed c::=J 
Others c::=J 

:CTION B: CHALLENGES FACED BY TEACHERS IN USING INSTRUCTIONAL 

ATERIALS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

4. Are you aware of instructional materials? 

Yes No c::=J Other c::=J 
5. Are instructional materials available in your school? 

Yes No c::=J Other c::=J 

31 



6. If the answer in question (5) is yes, list down some of the instructional materials. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

7. Do teachers experience challenges in using instructional materials? 

Yes c=J No c=J Other c=J 
8. If the answer in No7 is yes, state how. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

!!:CTION C: ROLES PLAYED BY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN TEACHING 

ND LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

9. Are instructional materials useful in teaching and learning of pupils? 

Yes c=J No c=J Other c=J 
10. Ifthe answer in No.9 above is yes, state how? 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

11. State the effects of instructional materials on teaching and learning in primary schools. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 
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~CTION D: IMPORTANCE OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN THE 

~ACHI~G AND LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

12. Are you aware of the importance of instructional materials in the teaching and learning in 

primary schools? 

Yes c=J No c=J Other 

13. lf the answer in No.12 above is yes, state how? 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) ..... .... ... ······ .................................. · ....... ...................................... . 

(Thank you for your invaluable contribution) 
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APPENDIX II: INTERVIEW GUIDE WITH THE KEY INFORMANTS 

1. Are you aware of instructional materials? 

2. Are instructional materials available in your school? 

3. Does your school have a resource room? 

4. Are instructional materials very much useful in teaching and reading? 

5. State the role of instructional materials in the academic performance of pupils? 
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APPENDIX III: WORK PLAN SCHEDULE 

'IVITY TIME PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

roval of the topic 20111 April Supervisor 

·ature Review (21 51 -20m)April Researcher 
--
·-

. Collection (1-20)May Researcher 

ng and printing (21 51-30 111)May Researcher and typist 
-

- --
mission 2rd June Researcher 

-
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APPENDIX IV: ESTIMATED BUDGET 

-
I!:M COST(Shs) 

-- -
.tionary 20,000 

·--
1S 2,000 

--
msport 40,000 

-
ncb and refreshment 30,000 

1ding 20,000 

ping and printing 60,000 

otocopying 15,000 
--·--

scellaneous 20,000 

~tal 207,000 
--
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Map of operation (Geographka[ Cove~·ag€:) 

Butaleja District by Parishes 
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