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Mulago medic sues
KIU over fake degree

BY MICHAEL DDENG

Despite holding a diploma
in health iorship from
Makerere University and
Public Health a1 Mulago
Paramedical School, David
Odong in 2011 decided 10
pursue his lifetime career
ambition of becoming a
specalist in dental surgery.

The merve necessitated him
10 climb up the professional
ladder by pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in dental
surgery (BDS) for frve years
& Kampala International
University (KIL

However, afier completing
his mhl::!e on hune 10,
2017, he apphied 1o register
for a medical bicence at
the Uganda Medical and
Dental Practitioners Council
{UMDPC). His application was
rejected on grounds tha his
degree s mvalid

"1 was posted to Mulago
Hospital in order 10 undertike
the internship programme
10 a0quire cxpetience. a

uisite for registration

E;E:t;mlal [‘l.h.‘ll‘[ﬁlm.‘l with
UMDPC in vam,™ he says

He adds: “On recelpt of my
applicanon, UMDPC invited
me [or 3 writlen examination.
When | turned up, the
eximination was nol given to
me without an explanation,
Later, | was invited 1o defend
my application for a licence,
which | complied with.™

NDEGREE REJECTED
Odong savs 1o his shock and
dlamay. UMDPC on August
24, last year, rjected his
application for a licence on
grounds that his degree was
imvalid afer KIU's Gilure to

whereas not.
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abtain accreditation for BDS
from the National Council for
Higher Education (NCHE)

He has. therefore, been
advised by UMDPC w enmull
in another university and siudy
the course afresh,

EDEMANDS SHITIM

This has prompted the senior
public health dental officer
from Mulago Hospital 1o file a
case against KIU, UMDPC and
NCHE for decent, fraudulem
misrepresentation, breach of
contract and trust for which he
secks damages and costs,

He also dragged the
defendants 1o the Civil
Dovision of the High Coun
in Kampala for neglipence,
breach of statmaory duty, loss
of economic and financial
prospects and loss of self-
esteemn for which he secks

compensation,
Odong has asked court 1o

Odong accuses KIU of dishonesty

Court documents indicate that in 2011 KIU publisked
adverts in lccal newsgapers, inviting the public to
apply fer various programmes, including a bachelcr's
degree in dental surgery (BDS), which was affered at
the university’s Schocl of Health Sciences, situated

at Ishaka in Bushenyi district. In regard tc the advert,
David Odong says he applied to pursue the course, met
the set criteria and was admitted and enrolied for the
five-year degree caurse in September 2011, which he
says he completed and graduated. However, he says
the Uganda Medical and Dental Practitiorers Ceuncil
later rejected the qualification. Cdong contends that
KIU giskenestly and fraudulentty misrepreserted to
him, when it offered to teach, admitted and taught him
a course of BDS, thereby fundamertaily breaching the
cantract. He alsa faults the university over holding aut
that it haa the requisite accreditaticn to conduct BDS,

compel the defendants 1o
pay him sh371m in special
damages, which include tuition
for Gve-and-half years, which
cost him sh26m

Odong says NCHE
neghigently failed n s
statutory duties, andfor
breached such duties, thereby
giving KIU a leeway 1o illegally
conduct a course of study
which was not accredined, to
his detriment.

He also contends tha
UMDPC negligenily failed
i s stantory duties, and /
or breached such duties. o
his detriment by tailing 1o
maonitar, supervise, control
and maintain the professional
medical and dental
educational standards, which
wis exploited by KIU

Odong also argues that
UMDPC failed to protect the
sockety from abuse of medical
and| demtal care by leting

students and, or. graduates
of an unaccrediled course of
study 1o undertake intemmship
in hospitals

He abso fauhs UMDPC for
failing to give him exams
which would have rendered
him & a person who qualifies
10 be regutered

Odong claims that due to
the defendant s omissions
and, or actions. he has directly
suffered huge economic and
Bnanclal losves, distress and
incomveniences for which he
holds them hable

“1 am unable o wilise my
educaton and 1o commercially
exploit, develop and 1o take
full benehit of my education
investment for which | seck
compensation,” he comends.

Lk&'ts also says a notice of
intention 10 sue was served
to the defendants, but they
ignored i

ECOURT SUMMONS

The coun regastrar, Sarah
Langa Siw, has duwected the
defendants 10 write a writlen
statement of defence on
Odong's allegations within 15
days, from the date of service
of summons.

“Should you fail 1o file 2
wiitien statement of defence In
the suit on or before the date,
the plaintiff may proceed with
the suit and judgment may be
given in your absence,” she
warned

EWHAT KiU SAYS

When Saturday Vision asked
KIU's public relations officet,
Alex Businge, whether the
university had received the
court summaons, he said he
wat not an liberty 1o comment
0f & court mater




