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ABSTRACT 

The implementation of Free Primary Education in Kenya (FPE), which appears to be focused 

on the access goal, faces many challenges including large pupil teacher ratios, shortage of 

infrastructure, lack of standards of academic achievement and limited monitoring and 

evaluation of teaching-learning processes. There are no sound policies in place to address 

these challenges, which are a threat to the quality of education. Even after developing a sector 

wise approach to manage education, indicators show that quality of primary education is still 

poor. Unless urgent measures are taken to address these challenges, the quality of education 

is bound to degenerate, thus jeopardizing the country's development goals. Following the 

UNESCO framework of analyzing quality in education, this study analyses Kenya's primary 

education, and upon reviewing relevant literature on international practices of providing 

quality education, some lessons for Kenya are drawn. The study points out the importance of 

focusing on all factors affecting education quality namely: learner characteristics, an enabling 

context, enabling inputs such as teaching methods, class size, assessment methods, teaching 

and learning materials, physical infrastructures and facilities, school governance and human 

resource. Countries that have focused on educational outcomes and paid attention to these 

factors have seen quality of their primary education systems improve. Considering that the 

literature suggests that the teaching and learning environments at the school level can be 

improved with scarce resources, the study recommends that the government could exploit the 

existing resources. To enhance the quality of primary education in Kenya, the study 

recommends a review of the teacher training programme, establishment and monitoring of 

academic performance standards and deployment of voluntary teachers on terms less than 

those on permanent employment. 
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0 Introduction 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

lis chapter looked at background of the study, problem statement, purpose of the study, 

dectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study and conceptual framework 

1Background of the Study 

liversal Pdmary Education (UPE) is an international development goal whlch all countdes are 

pected to achieve by the year 2015. The World Conference on Education for All (EFA) held in 

90 is the basis of current discussions on UPE. At that conference, the impOiiance of 'basic 

ucation' was recognized. A new concept of 'basic learning needs' for people, not limited to 

1ooling, was proposed. Aliicle I of the World Declaration on Education for All adopted at the 

nference clearly states that "Every person-chlld, youth and adult-shall be able to benefit 

om educational opp01iunities designed to meet their basic learning needs", focusing on value, 

:nificance, and effects of education for individuals. The Dakar Framework for Action of 2000 

• the goal with the statement "Ensuring that by 2015 all chlldren, pru.iicularly girls, chlldren in 

"ficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete 

e and compulsory pdmary education of good quality." Thls was further reflected in the 

llennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

~enya has been trying to achleve UPE as a national goal since its independence. 

introduction of free primary education in 2003 dramatically increased the number of chlldren 

~nding school. Economically disadvantaged children were provided with a new educational 

Jortunity. However, what is the actual benefit each chlld receives? The quality of education is 

d to be deteriorating further and primary school completion contributes little to becoming 

played. Irrespective of labor demand, it does appear to induce a great enthusiasm for 

ondary education and further education more so than ever before. 
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fonetheless, in the course of promoting EFA in the 1990s, the formulating idea which stemmed 

~m questioning the significance of human-centered learning appears to have changed of its 

'Ill accord. In the process of policy formulation at the national level, UPE which tends to focus 

ore on enrolling large numbers of children gradually took over for EF A. Although the 

1portance of quality of education in the policy is often acknowledged, improvement in nation

ide school enrolment rates tends to become the main emphasis. In other words, rapid 

tantitative expansion was given priority as opposed to meeting the urgent need of providing 

tality education. 

t might also be pointed out that education has been politicized and free primary education in 

rticular is a critical issue in many countries of sub-Saharan Africa. Such free education is often 

1plemented under conditions of budgetary constraints and many aid agencies are willing to 

pport it. This poses a serious challenge with regard to the ownership of recipient countries. 

teir self-help efforts, which were frequently debated in the 1990s, are naturally discouraged, 

t few now express worries about becoming aid-dependent. 

her relevant questions include: 1) For whose benefit is UPE? and 2) How well do people 

derstand the actual learning conditions of children at school? Particularly children should not 

considered only as the prime beneficiaries, but also the important participants in any 

11cational change. It is therefore appropriate for more critical analyses to be conducted from 

) perspectives of children and teachers at the schools, as they are the real actors in achieving 

'E. This angle of looking schools not from the viewpoint of the Ministry of Education 

'icials, but from that of the community must have significant implications for the international 

)peration efforts. 

e poor academic performance of pupils in the kitengela zone in kitengela zone in kajiado 

trict has been a concern for the metropolitan assembly over the past few years. The schools 

re shown poor performances in all public examinations puts it, 'their KCPE results have been 

Jailing'. This situation is indeed pathetic this is why the research is prompted to undertake this 

dy. 
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2 Statement Of the problem 
1e abolition of school fees for primary schooling can be viewed as positive development given 

at it is matched by a compensating increase in public funding for schools. In Kenya 

e effects of free education could be seen as a mechanism to increase enrolment 

1d to narrow disparities across and within regions. However, the ever-increasing size 

·the school-age population, which is exacerbated by the absence of stable economic 

owth, continues to challenge the government's ability to provide desperately-needed 

ucation for children. Some people argue that abolishing school fees without an 

fective strategy for replacing revenues and protecting instructional quality is likely to 

, more harm than good, especially for the poorest and most vulnerable children. This is why the 

;earcher was prompted to undertake stunning the effect of free primary education on academic 

rformance. 

3 Purpose of Study 
1e purpose of this study was to investigate impact of free primary school on academic 

tformance in kitengela zone in kajiado district 

~objectives of the study 
.e objectives of this study are the following: 

• To assess the effectiveness of free education in achieving desired educational goals, 

• To explore the extent of increased government 

measures that compensate for any lack of support. 

spending on education and 

" To identifY the growing number of School children and the Quality of Education, 
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.5Research Questions 

" What is the growing number of School children and the Quality of Education? 

• What are the effects of providing free education? 

• What challenges are governments faced with m providing free education? 

.6 Significance of the Study 
:lis study is useful to: 

" The government because they will use the information to budget and plan on how to 

finance the free primary education. 

• The teachers because they would know factors of free primary education affecting pupils 

lean:ling. 

• Other scholars and researchers having studied the research findings would analyze them 

to identifY wanting areas that need further research. 

• Also, the study would form a reservoir of literature to be used by future researchers who 

are interested in the same or related field. This would indeed help identifY gaps within the 

discipline and thus provide solutions to societal problems. 

7 Scope of the Study 
te study was conducted in 4 months. There are 20 schools in the kitengela zone in kajiado 

;trict- Kenya which located in rift valley province which is 60 kilometers away from Nairobi 

d the research was conducted in only 1 0 schools. These 1 0 schools included mission schools 

d protestant schools, government and private schools. The sample consisted of 200 teachers, 

0 pupils and 100 parents at 10 schools. The study had limitations in that it's finding and 

:ommendations may not apply to other schools. The time concentrated during the year 2007 -

08. 
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.8 conceptual framework 
ig: 1.8: Conceptual framework 

Independent variable 

Free primary education 

• Effects of free education 

• Number of children and quality of 
education 

• Government goals in initiating free 
primary education 

1urce: researcher (2009) 

dependent variable 

academic performance 

• performances in all 
public examinations 

• Increased number of 
pupils to teachers 

• Increase number of 
schools 

tis section represented the logical system of the relationship between or amongst the dependent 

d independent variables of the problem was discussed in the study. It provides logical direction 

the research study by specifying the possible outcome of free primary education towards 

ademic performance. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

.0 Introduction. 
bis chapter was about the literature related to the effects of free primary education on their 

:ademic performance. The study focused on the effects of free schooling, the growing number 

' pupils to teachers and challenges are governments faced with in providing free 

lucation . 

.1 The Effects of free primary on pupil academic Performance 

. the implementation of free primary education the Kenyan Ministry of Education established a 

·stem in which all 18,000 public primaJ.y schools can receive capitation grants straight from the 

:inistry through bank accounts. The annual amount is 1,020 Kenyan shillings per pupil, which 

earmarked for purchasing educational materials, such as textbooks and notebooks, as well as 

r the repairing of school facilities and to ensure quality assurance. The total grant amount is 

:termined by the number of pupils enrolled, whereby, large-scale schools enjoy advantages 

'er schools with fewer pupils. 

long with abolishing school fees, the government strictly prohibited each school from 

,Jlecting levies or any money from parents. In terms of funding, expenditure on education as a 

rcentage of the total govemment expenditure rose from 16.5 percent in 2000/01 to 20.1 percent 

2003/04 (Oxfam & ANCEFA 2004, p.30). Likewise as a percentage of the GDP, education 

penditures rose from 6.1 percent in 2000/01 to 7.1 percent in 2003/04 (Ibid.). This was one of 

~ highest allocations for education in Africa. Education also absorbed between 35-40 percent 

the recurrent government budget of which the primary education sub-sector received 51 

rcent annually (Ibid.). Of the 79.4 billion shillings allocated to education in 2003/4, the 

vernment had disbursed about 5.6 billion shillings to all Kenyan primary schools by the end of 

03. By the end of2004, a total of 16 billion shillings had been released. The government also 

ocated an additional 300 million shillings for the administration and monitoring of its 

lgress. 

6 



n the national budget for fiscal year 2005/06 (360,087 million shillings), expenditure for the 

[inistry of Education (94,927 million shillings) accounted for 26.4% of the total budget and 

.uch of it was provided by donor agencies (Ministry of Education 2006b )2. The agencies were 

.erefore becoming the primary funders for the education sector rather than supplementing 

Jvernment efforts. The government is fully aware of the high public expenditure on education 

td the support it receives from international partners. It is in this regard that serious 

msideration is being given to the need for the diversification of funding. 

2 The growing number of pupils due to free primary education. 

>llowing the National Alliance Rainbow Coalition (NARC) Government's intervention for free 

imary education in Januaty 2003, the number of primary school pupils all over Kenya 

creased by 18% from 6.06 million pupils in 2002 to 7.16 million pupils in 200(Kenya National 

rreau of Statistics 2007, ). As rates of ammal increase before free education had been less than 

'0 (Central Bureau of Statistics 2004,), it can be said that the increase occurred because of the 

olition of school fees. In addition, schools saw a reduction in the number of dropouts and vast 

ides in the improvement of access. Gross enrolment rates also increased from 92% (95% of 

ys and 90% of girls) in 2002 to 108% (110% of boys and 105% of girls) in 2003 (World Bank 

lucation Statistics Database: EdStats). However, considerable regional disparities in 

rolments rates still exist. Although the national average of gross enrolment rates is greater than 

0%, in the North Eastern Province, which is an arid or semi-arid area with a large population 

pastoral nomads, rates were 32% of boys and 19% of girls in 2003 (Ministry of Education 

06a, ). In regions with such low school attendance rates, gender disparity is also significant. 

1 policy papers such as The Sessional Paper (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 

05a, p.36), it has been stated that the govetnment is undertaking necessary measures to expand 

:ess and to improve quality simultaneously. However, the rapidly growing number of children 

school brought about an increase in the number of pupils per teacher or per class. Taking into 
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msideration the inefficient utilization of teachers in the education system before free primary 

lucation (Abagi & Odipo 1997), tins could have been improved by intervention. 

,arge classes often emerged in the lower grades of many schools, but the increase of pupils did 

>t occur uniformly across the district as many parents had already been sending their children to 

e schools that perform well in KCPE. Actually, in many well-perfornling public schools in 

airobi, a good number of wealthy parents worried about declining quality and transferred their 

tildren to private schools or boarding schools in provincial towns when free education was 

troduced. 

3 The challenges of free primary education. 

te followings were key challenges free primary education intervention faced: Because of acute 

icher shortages, teachers were forced to combine classes for a number of grades. Some 

hools had to introduce double shifts to cater to the increased emolments. 

3.1 Too few classrooms were available to divide the classes; 

eachers were less motivated due to increased workloads and the scrapping of extra tuition, 

rich was a major source of their income. This contributed to a decline in the quality of 

ucation as it also provided teachers witi1 additional time to complete ti1e syllabus; 

: is rather difficult for teachers to effectively manage large classes. Teacher pupil interaction 

1s minimal, resulting in a disadvantage for slow learners. There were also serious disciplinary 

>blems with overage children; Because of free education, some parents came to believe that 

: government would take full responsibility for education. They became apathetic to all school 

:ivities, making effective school management difficult; Grants from the government were not 

tributed in the new school term when schools needed funds, nor was the amount sufficient. 

e use of funds was uniformly specified, which did not reflect the actual needs of each school. 
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.!though the positive impact of free primary education in providing new learning opportunities 

1r out-of-school children should not be undermined, it seemed as if the Ministry of Education 

td aid agencies were not pmiicularly concerned about the deteriorating quality of education. 

heir main concern appears to be with the increased number of children attending school as well 

; school enrolment rates, which are visible to anyone, as far as we look at the negative impacts 

om the perspective of schools as shown above. It even appeared that they were pushing over

~ed children into school to achieve their goal. At the same time, in top- down communication 

om the Ministry of Education to schools, government officials, including district education 

ncers, did not try to listen to the voices of teachers concerned about the declining quality of 

lucation. Hence the officials of the Ministty of Education did not generally understand nor 

1preciate the actual conditions under which many schools were operating. Increased primary 

hool enrolment is most likely to affect the tra11sition to secondary education after 2008, when 

e first cohoti of free education entra11ts takes their KCPE. This will be a result of automatic 

omotion which enables children to reach the eighth grade 

4 Conclusion 

imary education in Kenya, which often focuses on passing exa1ninations, creates a feeling 

tong teachers that learning at primary school is wasteful if one fails to advance to secondary 

hool. Primary school head teachers wish for as many of their pupils to go on to good 

~ondary schools as possible, which results in a high evaluation for their schools and for 

~mselves. That observation conesponds to the reality that acquiring qualifications of higher 

u·ning is given priority over educational needs for individuals in this education- conscious 

~iety. 

tch situations in Kenya are commonly found in other African countries; it does not suggest 

tt such an educational emphasis on exa1ninations is meaningless for children because skills 

· living m·e not learned. Even if the quality of education is low, joint work and sharing ideas 

th their friends m·e all valuable experiences for everyone. Acquiring sociability is another 

potiant benefit of schooling. A good example is that of a girl who left primary school at 

ade 6 before completion due to pregna11cy and is now working as a community leader. 
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1 a non-full primary school (for example, first to third grades of primary school), only three 

1t of twelve pupils in Grade 3 in 2005 transferred to a neighboring full primary school and 

l1er pupils repeated the same grade. Parents do not intend to send their children to a full 

imary school where upon completion of primary education, students then go on to secondary 

:hool. Rather parents expect their neighboring school to look after yotmger children, as a 

1rsery, rather than as a place to acquire new knowledge and proceed to a full primary school 

ter (Utsumi et al. 2006). In this example, people utilize schools in order to adjust to their 

;es. In addition to such ftmctions, attending school serves a social function as a safety net to 

otect children from harmful traditional practices such as early marriage, even if teachers are 

dct and often absent. School appears to be a place which guarantees life as a child, and where 

cildren are set free from domestic labors to spend time with friends . 

.!though the function of primmy schools as a social safety net might not be very important 

rticularly for teachers and education administrators, the role carmot be ignored from the 

mdpoint of parents as well as the children themselves. This alternative role of primary 

l10oling has yet to be fully explored from the perspectives of people in rmal conunumties. 

JaJi from viewing primmy schools as places to learn, primary schools are the only 

vemmental organizations found across the country. In the situation where there are no other 

:ial welfare facilities, such diversified roles of primary school should be taken into account. 

hat children, parents and commtmities expect from primary schools may not be the same as 

tat the country's education system tries to deliver. 

might be important that 'successful pupils' become role models for the community, since 

ost primary school drop outs retum to the community and spend the remainder of life there. 

Jre attention, therefore, must be devoted to how primmy schools might better serve the needs 

children a11d parents. They could be a driving force for changing commumties and 

proving peoples' lives. Actttally, some yotmg people are already working in this marmer. 

ey can be change agents in the rmal community. Previous attention has focused on the 

>ansi on of and access to primary education. Now it might be the time to discuss the 
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ualitative importance of primary education for personal growth and community. It would be 

etter to take more interest not only in the 'quantitative expansion of education for the nation' 

ut also in the development of communities based on the 'qualitative growth of individuals for 

te community.' Such emphasis may enhance the benefits of schooling and must ensure 

1stainable educational development. It may also suggest that we need to (re )consider the 

uportance and value of primary schooling in the local contexts, rather than national or global 

1es. This is a serious challenge for many aid agencies which have been supporting to achieve 

PE. 

11 



CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

.0: Introduction: 
his addressed the valuable various groups of the population for example the researcher included 

certain class in the samples and therefore picks quotas of search 

.1: Research Design 
ile study involved descriptive survey design to collect detailed on the effect of free primary 

lucation towards academic performance which was described both in words and numerical 

>rms respectively 

2 population of study 
he population of interest in this study consisted of kitengela zone in kajiado district teachers, 

tpils and some parents. 

3: Sample Frame Work 
U: Sample Size 

g3.3 

Teachers 

male 100 

de 100 

•TAL 200 

~rce: researcher (2009) 

Total 

Pupils Parents 

100 50 250 

100 50 250 

200 100 500 
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'he questionnaires were administered to 500 respondents in order to establish the effects of free 

rimary education towards academic performance in Kitengela zone in kajiado district. The 

unple population consisted of the teachers, pupils and parents . 

. 3.2: The Sampling Techniques 

he researcher used sampling techniques for carrying out the research which included: 

lll']JOSive sampling, convenient sampling and quota sampling. 

urposive sampling was used to select the population from which the respondent picked for 

stance where the researcher select particular respondent to test the broad applicability of 

search questions designed. 

~nvenient sampling employed selecting cases or units of observation as easily available to the 

searcher. The researcher selects anyone from the identified population to establish the effect 

nation on the ground. 

uota sampling addressed the available various groups of the population for example the 

;earcher included a certain class in the sample and therefore picks quotas of each. 

4: Area of Study 
.ese was conducted in Kitengela zone in kajiado district this was because the researcher found 

t that it was be easier to collect information from where she teaches and where she was be able 

collect information. 
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.5: data collection 
'he researcher first secures letter of introduction from the faculty of education (in service) 

:ampala international university seeking permission to carry out the study. 

he researcher used questionnaires, interview techniques as a main tool for data collection. Time 

vailability as well the study to investigate the effects of free primary education towards pupil 

erformance in schools particularly in Kitengela zone in kajiado district 

1uestionnaires Was taken from the study population ofKitengela zone in kajiado district. To 

rrticipate in the trial of instrument to perform- analyzes them- sample. 

he questionnaire was administered to the chosen respondents of the production sample in 

itengela zone in kajiado district. It is anticipated that the chosen questionnaires was helpful to 

lllect data from the respondents. Free of influence and keep the respondent focused to the 

tbject. 

1terview guide 

ral interview enables the researcher to solicit in depth information through probing the 

dividual' s options. This was carried out - of the teachers, pupils and parents. The researcher 

.countered face to face and ask questions at the same fill in answers. 

5.2: Sources of Data 

ainly, two sources were identified to obtain on the free primary education towards pupil 

ademic performance in Kitengela zone in kajiado district. 

imary sources 

.ese was obtained by study especially decisions on the survey effects of free primary education 

:1 on academic performance in Kitengela zone in kajiado district. This was done through 

olication of: 

14 



lirect personal interview: under this method, there was face to face conducts of the respondents 

um whom the information was obtained. The interviews asked questions pertaining the survey 

1d collect desired information. 

tdirect oral interview: under this method, the researcher conducted third parties (teachers) with 

)i!ity of supplying necessary information about free primary educationon their academic 

lrformance in Kitengela zone in kajiado district zone. 

~condary sources 

formation was collected from previous reports on the study; internet and books was also used 

. the secondary sources of data. 

6: Data Analysis 
1e researcher organizes and extract meanings from data collected during interview sessions, 

ministration of questionnaires, observations to ease the process of data analysis, 

te information got through interviews, questionnaires was quantitatively analyzed. These 

ned at exploring the study; interpret reality as expressed by the respondents from the field. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

.0 Introduction 
his chapter looked at presentation of data through table and interpretation of data, the research 

tvolves presentation and interpretation of the collected primary data .the presentation is done in 

tbles and bargraphs with presentation to make sure that the research biases are eliminated. This 

mtinues in presenting the findings of the study by use of responses, frequencies and 

~rcentages in order to reach the true findings of free primary education towards academic 

~rformance in Kitengela zone in kajiado district 

b.is chapter presents and discuses the findings of the study through data analysis and 

terpretation. 

able 4.1 

~spondents Target Actual respondents % Respondents rate 

respondents 

'.tengela zone 500 450 90 

kajiado district 

ne 

>Urce: Primary data (2009). 

From table 4.1, out of 500 questionnaires that were gives out 450 questionnaires were received 

back. The response rate was 90% which the researcher found adequate for data analysis and 

interpretation. 
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1.2 Gender representation 

'able 4.2 Gender representation 

itengela zone 

fale 

emale 

otal 

. ource: Primary data (2009) . 

Frequency 

250 

200 

450 

[ajority of respondents were the male (250) followed by the female (200) who were the 

inority. Gender representation was satisfactory in that both male and female raised their 

marks concurrently. 

3 Response Rate Analysis 

1ble 4.3 Response Rate Analysis 

ttegmy Sample population Actual Response %of the Response 

tchers 200 180 36 

pils 200 170 34 

rents 100 100 20 

tal 500 450 90 

urce: Primary data (2009). 
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>s from the table out of the sample, 90% of the entire population responded while 10% did not, 

1e effect of free primary education on pupils performance responded that the population of 

~achers were 36%, pupils 34% and parents were 20%. This show that, all respondents 

ontributed to free primary education . 

.4. Responses on the meaning of the term free primary education 
'able 4.4 Responses on the meaning of the term free primary education 

&at is the meaning of Know the Don't know the total 

·ee primary education meaning meaning 

requencies (f) 320 180 500 

ercentage (%) 64 36 100 

. 
~urce: pr1mary data (2009) 

able 4.4 revealed that, 32 respondents which is equivalent of 64% the total sample size knew 

e meaning of the term free primary education and 18 respondents which are equivalent to 32% 

d not knew the meaning of free primary education. This implies that the performance of this 

tribute should be better than expected as free primary education affects pupils performance. 

5 Education finance and expenditure strategy. 

1e education finance and expenditure strategy as well as the level and composition of 

:penditure were assessed for the years 1997/1998 to 2005/2006. A sector investment 

ogranm1e finances education. The rationale behind the sector-wide approach is to 

adually translate the sector policy framework into an expenditure progranm1e. 
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'able4.5 

ears 

Share of education sector compared to total national budget and GDP for the last nine 

1997 /1998-2005/2006) Education budget Budget{% of GDP) 

iscal year Total Percentage, National Education 

{In million ksh) out of national budget sector 

997L1998 1,493.5 12.4 26.8 3.3 

998L1999 2,062.6 12.2 34.7 4.3 

999L2ooo 2,303.8 11.3 39.4 4.5 

JOOL2001 2,485.1 13.7 29.5 4.1 

J01L2002 2,711.9 12.6 21.6 3.4 

Jo2L2003 3,293.1 16.6 29.1 4.8 

l03L2004 4,146.0 17.6 27.2 5.6 

J04L2005 4,638.9 16.7 29.3 5.8 

J05L2006 5,990.6 17.8 33.4 7.3 

•urces: pnmary data{2009). 

1ble 4.5 outlines the education sector's share from the total national budget and 

ross Domestic Product (GDP) for the fi seal years 1997/1998 to 2005/2006. The total budget 

located for the education sector has been increased in absolute terms with 15.4 per cent annual 

owth, oscillating between 12 per cent and 18 per cent of the total national budget for the 

riod 1997/1998 to 2005/2006. 

able 4.5 shows that govetnment spending on education rose both as a share of GDP and as a 

are of total government spending. Public education expenditures almost tripled between 

02/2003 and 2005/2006 in real terms, rising from 4.8 per cent to 7.3 per cent of GDP over this 

riod. The percentage share of the government's total spending on education shows an upward 

nd except for 2000/200 I and 2001/2002, where it declined slightly to 4.1 and 3.4 per cent of 

)p respectively. 

lobal success stories on educational refmm have shown that up to 5 per cent of GDP and 

to 20 per cent of the national budgets were earmarked for this purpose. These 

ures seem encouraging. Additional, sustainable resources are still necessary. 
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1.6 The effects of fee-free schooling 
:orne developing countries have been able to increase primary education enrolment by taking on 

variety of measures. One of the most important policy measures that accounts for these 
1creased enrolments has been making primary education free. Data was gathered to reflect 
1e various effects of abolishing primary school fees. 

'able 4.6 effect offee-free schooling 
f 

.ssumed Agreement scale (%) Mean Standard Correlatio~ 
npact b deviation I 

Strongly Disagree Don't Agree Strongly Missing 
disagree know agree I 

nrollment 1 8 2 39 49 1 4.26 0.99 0.45 I Lcreased 

ropouts 5 15 7 5'1 20 2 3.60 1.21 0.44 
~creased 

ack of 12 38 8 26 15 1 2.92 1.35 -0.13 
:hool 
11ance 
:creased I 
.come 23 34 9 21 12 1 2.60 1.38 0.20 ! :neration ! hemes 
creased I 

I 
Jvernment 13 32 8 29 14 3 2.89 1.41 0.21 I nding 
~reased I 

' I 
•or 6 15 6 35 37 1 3.77 1.31 0.34 
ildren's 
cess 
;reased 

>mmunity 6 10 4 54 26 1 3.83 1.13 0.47 
d parents' 
rticipation 
:reased 

'erage 3.41 
:an 

urce: primary data 2009. 
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Respondents were asked to rate seven supposed effects of free schooling based on 

how educational reform was implemented and sustained. Responses were 

measured using a six-point indicator: strongly disagree, disagree, don't know, 

:~gree, strongly agree and missing. Table 4.5 displays the pattern of responses for each of the 

;even areas after fee-free education came into place. These are: enrolment rates; drop

JUt rates; school finances; alternative income-generation schemes; government funding 

'or schools; changes in poor access to school, coupled with levels of government support; 

he extent to which community and parental participation increased. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

;.o Introduction 
rhis chapter looked at summary, conclusions and recommendations of findings that can be 

Ldopted and implemented to over come the problems highlighted. 

;.1 Summary of the main findings 
'he research findings showed that free primary education has an impact on pupils' performance 

:enya has targeted universal primru.y education since its independence. In achieving such a goal 

1e country introduced free primary education in 2003 and enrolments drru.natically increased. 

[owever, in terms of quality, the education provided is not satisfactory. This paper examines the 

ilallenges in financing the implementation of free primary education and verifies the actual 

:mling conditions at the school level with pru.iicular reference to the transition from primru.y to 

~condru.y education. The government tends to focus on the quantitative expansion of education, 

tying less attention to value, significance and effects of education for individuals. Furthermore 

e significance of universalizing primary education is discussed from the viewpoint of people in 

e rural community. It is impmiru.1t to take interest not only in the quru.1titative expansion of 

ucation for the nation" but also the "qualitative growth of individuals for the community." 

Lch emphasis may ftuiher enllance the benefits of schooling and encourage sustainable 

ucational development 

~ Conclusions 
my studies from around the world and findings have documented the burden of school fees, 

iicularly for poor fru.nilies. It has deterred enrolment and leatlJ.ing. Free primru.y 

1cation grants those who cannot afford to pay school fees and those who can, access 

primru.y education. Investing in good quality primary education is a cornerstone for poverty 

uction strategies. Thus the intention of the 1994 Education and Training Policy of 

1ya was to mitigate the negative effects of fees on access to public primru.y schools. This 

iy led to the following findings and conclusions: 
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1) Free schooling was announced as a political slogan. It was implemented 

without much prior planning for results and implications, or test/provisional support 

:or schools. Reform was introduced as part of wider reforms to promote other changes such 

lecentralized decision-making, curriculum reform, improving access and equity, and 

eacher training. However, the momentum was created and was further enhanced by the 

raditionally strong community spirit of Kenyans. 

) Free primary schooling has allowed poor households more access to equitable education. 

has increased enrolment by attracting more children to schools. Reforms 

ramatically increased enrolment. Primary education enrolment measured in GER was less 

tan 30 before 1995/1996. It then doubled from 1997/1998 to 2005/2006. Poor and rural 

)mmunities have largely benefited fi"om this. Girls' enrolment has also enormously increased 

ver the period and the gap between girls' and boys' enrolment has narrowed 

ightly. On top of this, the drop-out rate has shown a slowing trend. Under the free system, poor 

mseholds will not have to pay for school fees. 

Implementation strategies under free schooling have created better opportunities 

r communities to contribute more and to participate in school affairs, which is a 

:p towards creating a sense of ownership and improving school performance. 

Physical facilities continue to expand with the help of government funding, donors and 

mmunity contributions. The government has increased educational spending by 5 per cent of 

>P or by 15 to 20 per cent of the national budget. Tllis is to reduce the financial 

J created by abolishlng fees, and to compensate the effects of financial shortage. The 

umunity has also participated and contributed labour, cash and in-kind support for schools on 

voluntary basis. The total budget allocated for the education sector has been 

reased in absolute terms with a 15.4 per cent annual growth. The average share of primary 

.cation financing in ESDP I was 60 per cent, whlle it dropped to 42 per cent and 41 per cent in 

)p II and in the fi rst year of ESDP III. In real terms, the unit cost (recurrent budget) at the 

aary level indicated a decreasing trend, although it rose from 2004/2005 to 2005/2006 to 
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166.4 birr in current prices. As enrolments increased, more of the share went to teachers' salaries 

while the non-salary budget per student remained small. 

5) A suppmtive environment is needed to mitigate the negative effects of free schooling, 

mch as capacity development at community and kitengela zone in kajiado district level, 

Jrocedures/strategies to mobilize communities to support schools and the implementation of 

ules to make use of income generated by schools. 

>.3 recommendations 

:ased on these conclusions, we must consider the following standards to maintain 

1e quality and standards of schools: 

Block grants should consider students that need extra help, including 

tose from low-income families, disabled children and pupils with academic 

fficulties. It is important to identify resources to ensure teaching standards and to gauge the 

lditional amount required for each student, depending on their needs. 

Many schools will have to improve their performance by reallocating 

>Ources. According to this study, certain schools have not been receiving block grants. 

tis has prevented them from improving their performance. This is why kitengela zone in 

jiado district need to provide schools with a lump sum or a block grant, which they could 

tllocate towards more effective performance strategies. 

Rewarding schools that achieve desired results helps to reinforce goals and standards. 

this regard, school-based performance incentives would hold schools that rely 

block grants and financing accountable for their results. Performance awards are 

tally offered to groups (such as school boards) or individuals (such as headteachers). One 

v to implement them would be by offering extra money to schools that have improved 

ients' performance over the academic year. Achievements would have to be measured 
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and standardized. Such initiatives should also help schools boost or improve 

perf01mance and quality. The specificities of such an initiative might be complex and 

require careful attention to technical issues. Therefore, creating school fmancial 

structures m line with a standard education reform IS m1 imp01iant step for 

~ducational policy-makers and decision- makers. Moreover, the federal government 

;hould intervene to rescue governments that carmot afford to provide schools with 

tdequate funding and standard levels of education. 

i.4 Suggestion for further research 

1ore research should be done on the topic of teachers' attitude towards their academic 

erformance, impact of teachers' motivation on pupils' academic performance and the effect of 

~achers strike on pupils' academic performance and effect of school environment on pupils' 

~rformance. On a wider scope the research is not restricted to t!J.is particular zone only. 
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APPENDIX I 

Questionnaires 
::!n 1. What are free primary education and its effect on their academic performance? 

i. . .......................................................................................................... . 
............................................................................................................ 
................................................................................. 

ii. ............................................................................................................ 
............................................................................................................ 

!n 2) what are the challenges of implementing free primary education? 

i. ······································································································ 

ii. 

n 3) what are the number of pupils join the school since introduction of free primary education? 

14) What parental support variables cause pupils in the schools to pe1form poorly 

idemically? 

i. 

ii. 



Qn 5) what are the Influence of School environment on pupils Attitudes and 

Behaviors 

i. . ................................................................................................. . 

················································································· 
ii. . .......................................................................................................... . 

Thank you for your response. 
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