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ABSTRACT

The study aimed at investigating the impact of early marriage practices on child dropout in
Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district. The objectives were to investigate the factors for
early marriages among the school children in Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district, to
establish the effects of early marriage practices on child dropout in Bubukwanga Sub-County,
Bundibugyo district and to identify any strategies set against early marriage practices in
Bubukwanga Sub-County.
The researcher used both qualitative and quantitative methods in the study. Descriptive case
study research design was chosen because it was good for open ended question and it was
more open and responsive to its subjects. The researcher used qualitative research design
because it is very original or direct, easy to analyze, categorize, code and interpret largeamount
of data by computer for simple descriptive statistical analysis which is good for quantifying the
figures. The study was based on both Primary and secondary data materials regarding on the
early marriages and dropout. The study employed a variety of tools for data collection. According
to Patton (2007) the choice of research tools depended on the purpose of the research, research
questions under investigation and the research approach to be selected.
The findings showed that the practice of early marriage existed in the area as 73.7% of the
studied teachers affirmed it. The DEO and pupils who participated in this study also affirmed
that early marriages contributed to girls dropping out of school in the area. The findings further
revealed that early marriages in Bubukwanga was attributed to many factors including; low level
of education as the leading cause. This was reported by 83.5°h of teachers who were studied.
This was followed by 50% who reported that marrying girls reduced family burden. Safeguarding
girls’ virginity and extending family ties were least rated factors, 7.4% and 9% respectively. The
study concludes that the practice of early marriages is a real problem in Bubukwanga Sub
County. Parents have been found to play a key role in the practice. This is due to the fact that
most parents lack understanding of the importance of formal education for their children. In
view of the above observations, it is recommended that further studies should be conducted all
over the country to document the magnitude of the problem.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
LO Introduction

This chapter presents the background and statement of the problem, the purpose of the study,
objectives of the study and research questions related to the purpose and objectives of the
study, significance of the study, and limitations of the study.
11 Back Ground of the Study
Globally, Child marriage is a global problem affecting millions of girls across the world. It is
considered a human rights violation because it deprives those involved of education and health
services, the chance to learn skills and develop their personalities and leaves them vulnerable.
It is an appalling violation of human rights and robs girls of their education, health and longterm prospects,” says Babatunde Osotimehin, M.D, Executive Director, UNFPA. (Ainsworth,
2005).

Despite the physical damage and the persistent discrimination to young girls, little

progress has been made toward ending the practice of child marriage. This is commonly caused
by increasing levels of poverty, low levels of education backed by cultural and traditional beliefs
of securing the lives of girls in marriage. In fact, the problem threatens to increase with the
expanding youth population in developing world (Abena, 1991).
Regarding the effect of early marriage on girls Atayi, (2008) found that in rural areas girls’
dropout rate became higher because parents consider girls’ schooling as of no benefit when they
leave their own family after getting married. Mansory (2007) also found that early marriage is
the foremost cause of early school dropout of girls in Afghanistan. A lot of research have
highlighted on girls’ age and education and found that when girls reach puberty, parents
consider it is time for them to be married and tend to arrange the marriage instead of continuing
schooling (Molteno et al., 2000). Some studies argue that early marriage of girls is associated
with dropouts in certain contexts. For instance, in societies where girls leave parental household
after marriage, girls’ dropout might be higher in that society (Ackers et aL, 2001). The PROBE
1

team (1999) of India reported that in that country education might give girls better preparation
for marriage however, despite this, parents sometimes are reluctant to let their daughters have
their education as higher education raises the cost of marriage for girls. Shahidul (2012) also
found that in Bangladesh girls with lower socioeconomic backgrounds drop out from secondary
school when schooling or higher education inflates dowry in the marriage market of girls
(Tumennast, 2006). In this research, author argues that if girls have higher education but have
lower parental socio-economic background, they face difficulties in getting a husband because
pattern in which parents need to pay a higher amount of dowry to marry their educated
daughters to similarly educated grooms thus resulting in early dropout among girls (Younis,
2012).
Child marriages must~be viewed within a context of force and coercion, involving pressure and
emotional blackmail and children that lack the choice or capacity to give their full consent. Most
early marriages are arranged and based on the consent of parents and often fail to ensure the
best interests of the girl child (James, 2010). Early marriages often include some elements of
force, (Benn, 2002). One in seven girls in the developing world marries before 15 (Population
Council 2006). Nearly half of the 331 million girls in developing countries are expected to marry
by their 20th birthday. At this rate1 100 million more girls—or 25,000 more girls every day—
wascome child brides in the next decade (Bruce and Clark 2004). Between 2011 and 2020,
more than 140 million girls was come child brides, according to United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). If current levels of child marriages hold, 14.2 million girls annually or 39 000 daily will
marry too young. Furthermore, of the 140 million girls who will marry before they are 18, 50
million was under the age of 15 (Tumennast, 2006).
In Tanzania, a survey conducted by Children’s Dignity Forum (2008) acknowledged early
marriage in Dar es Salaam, Coast, Mwanza and Masai Mara regions. In Dar es Salaam and
coastal regions the tribes found are among the ethnic groups in Bubukwanga Sub-County where
initiation practices for young girls are still strong. During the initiation ceremonies young girls
and boys are taught how to live as wives and husbands respectively (Katapa, 1994). These
ceremonies particularly for girls are used as advertising occasions to inform the community that
the girl is ready for marriage and therefore marriage dissertations are welcome. This practice
2

forces girls to marry at an early age consequently affecting their educational progress
(Hollinshead, 1993).
Early marriage is a public health issue as well as a human rights violation. Girls married early
are more likely to experience violence, abuse and forced sexual relations. Child marriages
jeopardize girls’ rights, such as the right to education, because new brides are usually forced to
drop out of school to bear children and to provide household labor (Sifuna, 2006). In addition,
married girls have few social connections, restricted mobility, limited control over resources and
little or no power in their new households and are thus vulnerable to domestic violence (UNICEF,
2001).
According to the International Planned Parenthood Federation-IPPF (2008) about 14 million girls
under the age of 18 marry each year in the world. One in every 5 girls in the developing world
is married by the age of 18 and one in nine girls marries before they reach the age of 15. In
countries like Niger, Chad, Mali, Bangladesh, Guinea and the Central African Republic (CAR) the
rate of early marriages is 60 percent and over. Child brides are particularly prevalent in South
Asia (46 per cent) and in sub-Saharan Africa (38 per cent) (Locoh, 2008). Countries with the
highest rates of early marriages in Europe include Georgia (17 per cent), Turkey (14 per cent)
and Ukraine (10 per cent). At least 10 per cent of adolescents marry before the age of 18 in
Britain and France (UNICEF, 2005). Child marriage is most prevalent in places where birth and
death rates are high, where there is greater incidence of conflict and civil strife, and where there
are lower levels of overall development, including education, employment and health care. It is
especially prevalent in rural areas (Chimombo, 1999). Those most affected are among the most
vulnerable and powerless: they are young, rural, uneducated, poor and female and their voices
are rarely hearth The effects of child marriage on children, especially girls, are tremendous
(UNFPA, 2005).
Child marriage is a violation of children’s human rights. It has devastating impacts on the lives
of children, particularly girls. These impacts are physical, psychological and emotional as well as
social and economic in nature. Girls who are married as children are unlikely to be in school, are
often treated as adult women and are generally burdened with the roles and responsibilities of
3

adults

—

regardless of their age (Jacqueline, 2012). They are more likely to become pregnant

early, to be subject to violence and abuse and to be denied education, with potentially lifethreatening consequences (UNICEF, 2001b). Therefore the main purpose of the study is to
investigate the effects of early marriage on child dropout in Bubukwanga Sub-County.
1.2 Statement of the Prob~em

Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in adult
life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage gives no such cause for celebration. All too often, the
imposition of a marriage partner upon a child means that a girl or boy’s childhood is cut short
and their fundamental rights are compromised .Young girls are robbed of their youth and
required to take over roles for which they are not psychologically or physically prepared. Many
have no choice about the timing of marriage or their partner. Some are coerced into marriage,
while others are too young to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of
the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health and
wellbeing, education, and participation in civic life. The literature identifies many interrelated
factors almost similar worldwide with small variations between societies that interact to place a
girl child at risk of early marriage (UNICEF 2001). Studies on early marriage in Uganda are well
documented; mainly focusing on the causes and general consequences of early marriages, which
include complicated childbirth, death of both newborn child and mother, becoming an economic
burden to parents, with frequent marital disputes, broken marriages, poverty for the couple or
for one of the spouses in the marriage, child dropout (CDF, 2008). Therefore, this study sought
to find out reliable and more accurate information concerning the effects of early marriage on
child dropout in Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study was to investigate the impact of early marriage practices on child
dropout in Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district.
1.4 Research Objectives
This study was guided by the following objectives;

4

i. To investigate the factors for early marriages among the school children in Bubukwanga

Sub-County, Bundibugyo district.
ii To establish the effects of early marriage practices on child dropout in Bubukwanga Sub
County, Bundibugyo district.
iii To identify any strategies set against early marriage practices in Bubukwanga Sub-County
L5 Research Questions

i

What are the factors for early marriages among the school children in Bubukwanga Sub
County, Bundibugyo district?

ii What are the consequences of early marriages on child dropout in Bubukwanga Sub
County, Bundibugyo district?
iii What are the strategies to combat early marriages in Bubukwanga Sub-County,
Bundibugyo district?
1.6 Scope of the study
Content scope: This study investigated the factors for early marriages among the school
children in Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district, it also established the effects of early
marriage practices on child dropout and identified the strategies set against early marriage.
Geographica~ scope: The study was carried out in Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo
district.
Time Scope: The study focused on five month period. This period was long enough to give a
comprehensive understanding of the factors for early marriages among the school children in
Bubukwanga Sub-County, Bundibugyo district.
L6 Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will reinforce efforts to design appropriate interventions that will
ultimately prevent early marriages among young children and their impacts on education sector
on child dropout.

S

It is equa[Fy important that a better understanding of risks, protective measures as well as social
norms will inform girls and program designers to mitigate these risks and strengthen protective
measures or create them where they do not exist. In so doing, the study will provide insight for
education practitioners as it will provide a more relevant framework in risk analysis for managing
risks associated with the practice.
It is also possible that, it will prompt the responsible authorities to come up with appropriate
strategies on how to manage these challenges faced by pupils especially girls on high rates of
dropouts.
Therefore, the findings of this study are expected to form the basis for individual and institutional
interventions and most importantly set the benchmark for a legal and social framework for the
protection of children’s rights.
The study will be used to guide the creation and evaluation of future strategies to be adopted
by the government and other stakeholders, particularly in joining the campaign to end child
marriages in Uganda. It will also provide ground for other research to be conducted country
wide. Most of these marriages and child dropout that are arranged without prior knowledge or
consent of the bride. In most cases it is the girls who are subjected to child marriages.

6

L7 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
INDEPENDENT VARIABLE

DEPENDENT VARIABLE

EARLY MARRIAGES

CHILD DROPOUT

> Culture

> Shame (stigma)

> Pregnancy

~ Low concentration

> Poverty

~ Low earning

> Parenting style

> Low achievement

> Pear pressure

> Low academic performance

~ Religion

A

~ Parental pressure
~ Development stages

~

Absenteeism

>

Feminine Facilities in Schools

~ Teachers’ Attitude
~ School Distance

-

Intervening Variab~e
> Sensitization
> Government policy
> Education
Figure: 1 Conceptual framework
FIGURE L Conceptual Model Shows the Affecting Feature Factors which Contribute to
School Dropout Outcome for Girls~ Source :( Hunter & May, 2003).
7

The conceptual framework

(Figs

1.1) depicts the independent variable (Early marriages)

conceptualized to have a relationship with the dependent variable (Child dropout). According to
the model, early marriages was viewed in terms of eight constructs, namely, Culture, Pregnancy,
Poverty, Parenting style, Pear pressure, Religion, Parental pressure and development stages.
Child dropout was conceptualised in terms of nine constructs: Shame (stigma), Low
concentration, Low earning, Low achievement, and Low academic performance, Absenteeism,
Feminine Facilities in Schools, TeachersT Attitude, and School Distance.
All eight constructs of early marriages are assumed to have a positive relationship with Child
dropout. Furthermore, the framework shows that there are moderating variables, such as
Sensitization, Government policy and Education. These may intervene in the relationship
between the independent and the dependent variables.
L8 Definition of terms
Early marriage: The term “early marriage” is used to refer to both formal marriages and

informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if married before age of 18 (UNICEF 2005;
Forum on Marriage and the rights of women and girls 2001). For UNFPA (2006) early marriage,
also known as Child marriage, is defined as “any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years,
before the girl is physically, physiologically, and psychologically ready to shoulder the
responsibilities of marriage and childbearing~” Child marriage, on the other hand, involves either
one or both spouses being children and may take place with or without formal registration, and
under civil, religious or customary laws.
It also refers to any marriage of a child younger than 18 years old, in accordance to Article 1 of
the convention of the right of the chili Forced marriage is the marriage conducted without the
valid consent of one or both parties and is a marriage in which duress-whether physical or
emotional- is a factors~ Any child marriage constitutes a forced marriage, in recognition that
even if a child appears to give their consent, any one below the age of 18 is not able to make a
fully informed choice whether or not to marry.

8

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction

This chapter presented the review of literature basing on research objectives which are, to
investigate the factors for early marriages among the school children, to establish the effects of
early marriage practices on child dropout and to identify any strategies set against early marriage
practices on Child Dropout.
2.1 Factors for Early Marriages
Pregnancy: Several studies have found out that teenage pregnancy is a significant cause of
school dropout for girls (Boyle et al., 2002). Some studies argue that there are some specific
characteristics of girls with dropout status which are: Girls with poor school performance, girls
who have experienced temporary dropout previously, low economic status, family migratory life
styles and the consequent vulnerability of girls. Dunne

Leach, (2005) argue that some

unexpected circumstances of girls such as lack of social and economic opportunities and gender
inequality in education system lead to motherhood and consequence dropout from schools.
Dunne and Leac (2005) state that the dropout rate of girls is higher than the dropout rate of
boys and the foremost cause for girls to drop out is pregnancy. Though some countries permit
girls after getting pregnant to return to school, research found that the re-entry rate is not much
higher. According to Grant and Hallman (2006), re-entry to school after pregnancy depends on
some circumstances such as if they can get caregiver for their child and if they are able to share
or relinquish childcare responsibilities.
Cultural Beliefs: Save the Children (2005) indicates that cultural norms and beliefs constrain
girls’ education especially in many developing parts of the world. In these societies, traditional
values and some religious beliefs constrain girls from making their own decisions and expressing
their own opinions. Chege and Sifuna (2006) examined claim that many cultures favor education
for boys more than girls. Kapakasa (1992) studied girls’ persistence in school and found that
initiation ceremonies (religious ceremony) have significant effect on girls’ dropout rate when
9

parents have more propensity to pay for the expenses of the ceremony than their daughters!
education. Abena (1991) and Atayi (2008) observe that in Africa parents were more concerned
about the role for girls at home as in this role, girls do not need education since they are
supposed to take care of the children and prepare meals. Falkingham and Baschieri (2006)
observed that in Tajikistan many girls attend only religious classes which provide relevant skills
for future married life as skilled wives. Sawada and Lokshin (2009) found that purdah (ideal) or
seclusion of women was a factor for girls’ dropout. However, traditional values can be different
from location to location and in this respect, UNESCO (2010) indicate that traditional values are
stronger in rural areas in developing countries compared to urban areas and people often do
not allow girls to leave homes even for schools (Flemming, 1991).
Poverty: Poverty is also one of the critical factors which contribute to child marriages. In
countries like Bangladesh, poverty is considered as the most powerful driver of child marriage
(UNICEF, 2000). A young girl in a poor family is often regarded as an economic bui~den while
marrying her to an older man is believed to bring social as well as financial benefits to the poor
family. The girl is regarded as a commodity to be traded to settle the disputes or debts (Croft,
2002).

.

At times poverty is such a critical factor that in order to attain economic safety in

conditions of war or poor harvest, poor families try to attain stability by marrying their young
daughters to much older men (Ingrid, 2009).
Shame: The notions of morality and honor are considered to be an important force that drives
families to child (forced) marriages. In Islamic countries like Pakistan, a high value is placed on
a girl’s virginity and is considered as a shame on a family if a girl is not a virgin when she marries
(Dronkers, & Hampden-Thompson, 2003). Consequently, in order to uphold the honor of the
family and morality of the adolescent girl, she may be married earlier without taking into
consideration her age or sense of maturity. A qualitative study by Schuler et al. (Donna, 1995).
revealed that the participants felt that marrying their girls in an early age kept them from
worrying about the gossips regarding sexual relationships if any about their daughters which
might decrease their marriage prospects later. Moreover, early marriage allows the family to
ensure that the girl’s virtue remains intact, with the perception that a husband who is much

10

older to the girl will act as a guardian against any immoral or inappropriate behavior that the
girl may deem to (Wamahiu, 1994).
2~2 Effects of Ear~y Marriage Practices on Child Dropout
The universal right to education has been affirmed by the world’s governments for more than
50 years, most recently by the Millennium Development Goals adopted by the 191 member
states of the United Nations in 2000 (UNFPA,2005). However, some 115 million children among
them 62 million girls are still denied this right. According to data from UNICEF (2005), outside
of the developed world, only 76 percent of all boys and 70 percent of all girls attend Primary
school (Ersado, 2005). This reality has in many cases been associated with early marriages. The
phenomenon of early marriages in Africa has had a number of consequences; one of the main
outcomes is that it spells the end of education to those concerned. While marriage does not
have to mean that girl’s or boy’s education finishes, the attitudes of parents, schools and spouses
in many societies mean that It often does. Husbands of young wives are often older men, who
expect their wives to follow tradition, stay home and undertake household and childcare duties.
(Croft, 2002).
A girl may be unable to go against her husband’s wishes and the husband’s family may refuse
to invest their scarce resources in the wife’s continued schooling. On the other hand early
marriage usually denies children of school age their right to education they need for their
personal development, preparation for adult hood; and effective contribution to the future
wellbeing of their family and society (UNICEF, 2000).
Another problem facing early married girls is related to health. Women who tend to marry early
and are burdened with low employment prospects and poor reproductive health due to low
levels of educationS Because Africa’s uneducated women tend to marry early, thereby increasing
the chances that their lifetime fertility would be much higher than that of their educated
counterparts (UNFPA, 2002).
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Additionally, when girls drop out of school to get married, there is a knock-on effect for the
community as a whole, and for future generations. Evidence suggests that children of young,
uneducated mothers are less likely to have a good start to their education, do well in class or
continue beyond the minimum schooling. Their daughters are likely to drop out, marry young
and begin the cycle again (Ingrid, 2009).
In most of African communities the school is the most important institution outside the family
involved in socializing young people into all dimensions of adult roles and responsibilities. Hence
more years of schooling have been associated with many positive outcomes, including later ages
of marriage, lower fertility, healthier and better educated children; and economic development
(MOEC, 2001). However, experience shows that married girls who would like to continue
schooling may be both practically and legally excluded from doing so. Many reasons are
connected with this outcome; first, for a number of poorer families in Africa, the potential
rewards of educating daughters are not immediately realizable and therefore their education is
not recognized as an investment. Families perceive that a girl’s education will only benefit her
husband’s household, and not her parents (Ingrid, 2009 & Bayisenge, 1998).
Second, most African communities do not see the importance of education for girls, some believe
that girls do not need an education for their roles as wives and mothers; moreover they consider
that education undermines cultural practices, as it teaches the girl to reject tradition
(Umashankar, 2006).
However, there is a saying that when you educate a woman you educate a nation. Education,
even at a basic level, is not only about livelihood and technical skills but more importantly
provides social ‘connectedness’ or aptitude which enables one to access key resources to
alleviate poverty (Fawe, 2001).
Another benefit of education is that it enables the recipient to interact with others. By interacting
with others, individuals acquire the social skills and personal capacities needed to access
resources and opportunities, and to form social networks for support and assistance when
required in the future~ Individuals can also develop their self-esteem and confidence to voice
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their opinions and to take control over their own actions, lives and bodies (Bayisenge, 1998).
Other positive benefits of education are linked to improved reproductive health and child survival
and welfare (Nour, 2006).
Furthermore, educated women are more likely to have a say in decision-making regarding the
size of their families and the spacing of their children. They are also likely to be more informed
and knowledgeable about contraception and the healthcare needs of their children
(Umashankar, 2006).
Early marriages stand in direct conflict with the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDG5). They threaten the achievement of the first six goals respectively, eradicating extreme
poverty and hunger, achieving universal primarily education, promoting gender equality and
empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating
HIV/AID5, malaria and other diseases

(( UN,2007). Furthermore, early marriages can affect

education for girls in the following ways.
In Bubukwanga Sub-County, the majority of children attending school are engaged in early
sexual activities before age. Three out of four mothers start child-bearing during their
adolescence (Katapa, 1994)~ Data by gender show that literacy among women has slightly
increased from 64% to 66J% in 2000/01, while the literacy rate among men was unchanged
at 80% (URT, 2001). It should be noted here that improvement in literacy rates will largely be
driven by concerted measures towards increased and sustained access to education for new
generations of Tanzania children especially girls. This is an evidence on the idea that women
who have gone to secondary school are deemed less likely to be married before age 18 than
women who attended only Primary school (MOEC, 2001). Therefore mothers who do not attend
school are more likely not able to support their children education due to poverty, hence a circle
of early marriage was repeating.
Finally, education is therefore widely credited as the most significant factors for delaying girls’
age at marriage (Mensch et al., 1998). Over the last several decades, parents have come to
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value education for their children, and to be willing to postpone the marriages of their daughters
so they can attain a higher education level. It is thought that education enhances girls’
autonomy, giving them negotiation skills in choosing a partner and influencing the timing of
marriage; Education also is believed to increase girls’ aspirations and extend the process of
finding a suitable marriage partner (Bayisenge, 1998).
23 Strategies set against early marriage practices
Based on the effects and the causes of early marriage on child dropout, there are strategies set
against early marriage practices which the policy planners may adopt for future intervention.
Ending child marriages is critical for girls’ rights, health, wellbeing and ability to survive into
adulthood. Ending child marriages lessens the burden on health infrastructure and reduces the
human footprint of resource poor countries (Flemming, 1991). It reduces human suffering,
recognizes human dignity and challenges gender based discrimination. Ultimately, ending child
marriages frees untapped human resources and enables girls and women to more effectively
contribute to global human development (UNIFPA, 2006).
Education has been documented as one of the effective tools in ending early marriages.
According to Oyedepo (1994) one highly fruitful but not yet fully tapped strategy is to use girls’
education as a mechanism for reducing child marriage. Enabling all girls to have Primary
education would reduce child marriage rates. For each additional year that a girl delays marriage,
her likelihood of being literate should increase and the prospect of her secondary school
completion is to be raised. Indeed, there is a newly emerged global consensus on the importance
of girls’ education as a strategy to combat child marriages; but it has yet to be translated into
action in West Africa. On the other end, adherence to religious beliefs was lowest ranked
(18.6%), which implies that its role in stopping early marriage is very minimal (UNICEF, 2009).
In the study area, the district education officer (DEO) reported that there was effOrts made to
combat early marriage practices. One of the efforts is to insist that school committees sensitize
the society on the effects of early marriages. School committees are the ones to deal with such
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cases, then to the village authorities before going further to police and the court (Jacqueline,
2012)
Sensitization is insisted through school committees and in the meetings conducted village wise.
However, at the council level, we usually have a general meeting every year with education
stakeholders on this issue. As if this is not enough, every ward must provide a concrete report
on how they deal with this matter”, (Flemming, 1991).
All ward education coordinators also commented in the same direction that knowledge on the
effects of early marriages is disseminated to the community through various ways. They reported
that the effort is made by the district management to educated villagers, especially when they
are in their visits to the community. One of them had the following to say; “Sensitization is made
through NGO’s on the effects of early pregnancies, and there are posters and radio programme~
from the ministry of health on child-mother safety” (Croft, 2002).
Governments should plan some special polices to improve female education like introducing
special stipends for female pupils and also making education free for them. Although some
countries have already taken some steps in this regard, it is important to expand it further for
other countries. It is also necessary for governments to invest more money in making the
environment favourable and sensitive for girls (Ersado, 2005).
Governments should also provide school supplies adequately according to the demands of the
pupils. In both Primary and secondary schools, trained and qualified female teachers especially
during the developmental stage of girls should be made available which can also prevent
pregnancy problem among girls leading to early dropout (Fawe, 2001).
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3M Introduction

Basing on the nature of the research problem, an analytical study was employed. The data
collection methods were quantitative and evaluative. Key Informant Interviews, General
Interviews and Focus Group Discussions were used as qualitative methods. Unstructured selfadministered and researcher administered questionnaires were prepared. A total of a hundred
respondents were targeted. A review on available data from the Bubukwanga Sub-County,
Bundibugyo District and from other actors in the region were equally undertaken to generate
views on their activities carried out on the impact of early marriages on child drop out.
3,.1 Research Design
The researcher used both qualitative and quantitative methods in the study. Descriptive case
study research design was chosen because it was good for open ended question and it was
more open and responsive to its subjects. The researcher used quantitative, research design
because it is very original or direct, easy to analyze, categorize, code and interpret large amount
of data by computer for simple descriptive statistical analysis which is good for quantifying the
figures. The study was based on both Primary and secondary data materials regarding on the
early marriages and dropout.
3~2 Area of the study
This study took place in Bubukwanga Sub County in Bundibugyo District. Bubukwanga SubCounty has four parishes (Bubukwanga ward, Mataisa Warld, Hakitegiya Ward, Kakosiya Ward,
and Humya Ward. The villages include (Bundimag ward 1 Village, Bundimagwaala 2 Villages.
Bubukwanga Central Village, Humya Village, and Bundikikeghanwa Village which has high levels
of Domestic violence because it is an area with people addicted to alcoholism.
3~3 Popu~ation of the Study
Target population is the actual population to which a researcher generalized the findings
(Fraenkel & Wallen, 2000). In particular, the target population of the present study was the
school teachers, education coordinators and a district education officer. The reason for these
groups to be selected for the study is their roles and involvement in the welfare of children and
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their education prosperity. However, school children were also included among participants in
order to confirm some of the information that was collected from school teachers and education
officials and also because they are part of the community in Bubukwanga Sub-County they are
expected to possess some relevant information.
3~4 Sample Size
From the population 355, a sample size was determined using Sloven’s Formula to come up with
appropriate sample size to be used in the study.
A sample size of 188 respondents were selected to participate in the exercise.
The Sloven’s formula was used to determine the minimum sample size.

=

N
1+Ne~

n

=

sample size

N

=

the population size

e2

=

level of significance, fixed at 0.005

3~5 Sampling Procedures
The Research concentrated on one sampling technique and that is Cluster sampling which
involves sampling according to geographical boundaries or borders. The research only sampled
communities in Bubukwanga sub county Bundibugyo district on early marriages and child
dropout.
3~6 Data Collection Tools
The study employed a variety of tools for data collection. According to Patton (2007) the choice
of research tools depended on the purpose of the research, research questions under
investigation and the research approach to be selected.
3.6~1 Secondary data
In collecting secondary sources of data, literature survey was conducted in different libraries on
the subject matter. Various sources which included books, journals, reports, papers and internet
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materials was studied in order to have a critical overview of the effects of early marriage on
education for girls~
3~6~2 Primary data
Primary data was collected through administration of interviews, focus group discussions and
questionnaires to the targeted population.
a) Questionnaires
The study employed both open and close-ended questions in collecting the information. In this
study, questionnaires were administered to the school teachers in order to capture the
information of their knowledge on early marriage on child dropout. For questionnaires to be
administered, the most interesting questions should be at the beginning of the questionnaire to
catch the respondent’s attention, while the intended questions should be near the end (Fraenkel
& Wallen, 2000). One of the major setbacks of questionnaires may be poor return, so to control
this, researcher used their staifrooms during break time to administer questionnaires in order
maximize return.
b) Interviews
In this study the interviews were administered to the education officers these include;
educational Coordinators and District Education Officer. Interviews were necessary so as to
supplement clarifications of information collected through questionnaire. Some of these
education officers provided the researcher with relevant information on the way the practices of
early marriage on child dropout.
c) Focus group discussions
Focus Group Discussions (FGD) were employed to the school children. Six children was picked
from each school for discussion. These were conversant with the general situation of early
marriage in their schools and community in general. They provided the prevalence of the study
problem as well as its effects. Six participants were enough to form a group for discussion, thus,
there was nine discussion groups for the whole study.
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3~7 Validity and Reliability of research instruments
Validity
Validity, An instrument is said to be valid when it measures what it claims to measure or the
extent to which it predict accurately. It is actually the degree to which an instrument actually
measures the variable it claims to measure. To ensure validity, pre-test study was done to ten
randomly selected respondents.
ReNa bility
Reliability is the ability of the instrument to consistently yield the same results when repeated
measurements are taken of similar individuals under the same conditions. Reliability was ensured
using triangulation by featuring similar questions in the questionnaire using different language.
3.8 Data Analysis

-

The raw data was collected in the field systematically organized to facilitate analysis and easy
comprehension of the findings.
Quantitative analysis
Excel tables were used to sum up the data into descriptive statistics. It was coded, statistics
made and summarized into frequency and percentage tables and later were used to explain the
findings through charts and graphs.
Qualitative analysis
The information collected were evaluated with documentary review and the research theme in
a systematic way in order to describe what were on ground, establish useful conclusions and
recommendations that were unbiased and was in line with the objectives of the study.
3,9 Ethical Consideration
Before commencing the research, an introductory letter from the University was sought and the
purpose of the study was explained to the authorities to avoid inconveniences and
misunderstandings about the purpose. The information collected was kept highly confidential.
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3d0 Antidpated Olmitatlions and possib~e sollutions~
In the process of carrying out this study, a number of constraints were encountered. These
constraints hampered the speed at which the study was carried out. These included;
The study was costly and yet the resources were inadequate. This limitation was overcome by
the researcher soliciting funds from other sources such as relatives, business partner’s and other
parties who were willing to give help.
Some of the information was very confidential in that it was not allowed to be leaked outside
and this was overcome by promising the school that the data was used only for educational
purpose.

20

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS
4.1 IntroducUon
This chapter presents and discusses the findings of the study. The discussion is based on the
results of three research questions that addressed the three objectives of the study regarding
the effects of early marriage on girls’ education. Data presentation is made using frequencies,
percentages, and other inferential statistical tests.
The chapter is organized into four sections; the first present’s demographic characteristics of
participants, followed by the second section which displays the findings and discussion of the
magnitude of early marriage practices in the study area. The third section is about the effects
of early marriages in general and particularly in education. The fourth section presents the
findings on the strategies that are used in the study area to deal with early marriages. The study
was conducted in Bubukwanga sub-county Bundibugyo District, involving three wards and nine
Primary schools.
4~2 Demographk Character~stks of Participants
4.2.1 Sex of participants
This study involved male and female participants. This is the fact that, due to the observation,
most schools in urban areas or places near urban areas were found to have more female
teachers than males. The results are illustrated in the table below;
Tab~e: 1. Sex of participants
Sex of participants

Numbers

Percentages (°Io)

Male

47

25

Female

141

75

Total

188

100

Source: Primary data 2017
From the table 1 above, the results show 25% of the respondents were male while the
majority of the respondents were female with 75%. This implies that more female participated
in the study than their male counterpart.
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4.2.2 Education level of participants
Table: 2 Education level of participants
Education

Level

of

Numbers

Percentages (%)

Grade A

I_75

93

Form six

4

02

Diploma

6

03

Bachelor

3

02

188

100

Participants

Total
Source: Primary data 2017

Most of the teachers studied was Grade ~A’ teachers (93%). This was not accidental because
the education system of Uganda designates grade ~A’ teachers to teach at Primary level.
However, three teachers (2%) had bachelor level of education and six (3%) had diploma level.
The study also found that some schools had form six leavers who worked as teachers.
Experience from the field showed that where there is scarcity of teachers, some school
administrators opt to recruit secondary school leavers to assist in teaching. This study found
form six leavers who were teaching at school and the accounted for 2%.
The District Education Officer had a bachelor degree and all Ward Education Coordinators was
forhi four leavers. All the girls studied was standard seven pupils. A sample of older school-age
children (standard seven) was targeted in order to increase the likelihood that cognitive
development, language and the ability to remember was adequate to respond to the research
questions. The mean age of pupils (13 years) was consistent with the national age limit for
Primary schools in which children are expected to begin their Primary education at the age of
seven years.
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4.2.3 Work experience
TaNe: 3 Working experience of participants
working experience of

Numbers

Percentages

(%)

participants
Zero to six months

6

3.2

Seven to twelve months

12

6.4

One to two years

18

9.6

Two to five years

19

10.1

Six to ten Years and

60

31.9

Ten years and Above

73

38.8

Tota~

188

100

Source: Primary data 2017
Data on the work experience of participants was important in order to establish the strength of
opinions provided. As table 4.3 shows, most teachers were found to have worked for more than
ten years (38.8%). Very few teachers had less than six months work experience (3.2%). The
DEO had Worked for 16 years, while two of the ward education coordinators had 35 years’
experience. The third WEC had worked for six years only as the table above indicates;
4.3 Magnitude of ear~y marriages among Primary schoo~ girls in Bubukwanga sub
county Bundibugyo District
Establishing the magnitude of early marriage in the study area was very important before
investigating its effects. The researcher was first interested to know the knowledge participants
had on early marriage. Participants was provided with a range of ages to decide which ones are
appropriate for a girl to get married, as table 4.4 below displays.
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Tab~e: 4 Participants’ knowDedge of marriage age
From which age couAd girDs be married?

Frequency

Percentages

Under 14 years

00

00

Between 14 and 17 years

50

27

From 18 years

128

68

Do not know

10

05

Total

188

100

Source: Primary data 2017
Teachers’ knowledge of marital age was high. The findings show that about 68% of the teachers
who filled up questionnaire showed that girls were to get married at above 18 years old. This
could be attributed to-the fact that the National Constitution regards 18 years youth as an adult.
Very few teachers (27%) indicate that marriage take place at 14 to 17 years, while none (OS%)
opted for less than 14 years marriage.
These findings concur with other scholars regarding the marital age. Early marriage according
to Ango (1991) is either marriage of an adolescent girl/boy or marriage of an adolescent girl to
a matured man or vice-versa, and this happens at puberty when the individual is getting
matured. The marital age according to Molokwu (2000) is above the age of 18 years, when the
individual is physically, socially, academically and emotionally matured to cope with the
challenges of marriage. The Tanzanian laws also put the marriageable age of the girl-child at 18
years. Even UNICEF (2001b) on the rights of the child recommends that children should not be
separated from their parents before 18 years unless it is considered necessary. Despite the
above recommendations, the girl-child marriage is prevalent in Sub Sahara African countries.
Reasons identified by Oyedepo (1994) on why girls engage in early marriages are poverty,
unwanted pregnancy, parental pressure, peer pressure and developmental stage among others.
Commenting on the above, Musaazi (2002) asserted that these young girls have no values of
their own. They are only carried away by ignorance and sometimes parents.
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The interviewed in FGD pupils also was tested on their knowledge of marital ages. In all the
surveyed schools, there was some contradictions on the actual age of marriage, yet all
respondents did not mention belowl8 years old. Almost all of them mentioned 18 and 20 years
as legally appropriate ages for marriage, as one of them from school I added; getting married
in our country is said to start at the age of 18 years. But I think when someone has to go on
with further studies; it would not be easy to marry at that age.
The District Education Officer also acknowledged the presence of early marriage in the studied
areas, as he added that; the problem is there, yes it is there. “I have been working in this district
for about sixteen years now, so I see it particularly when we are in holidays. You find that when
the schools are opened, the number of pupils decreases”, said the officer.
The three ward education coordinators also asserted that the trend of early marriages exists,
though one of them reported that it was not easy to get the actual data on it. All officers
attributed the early marriage practices to the parents rather than the girls. It is the parents that
influence practices, sometimes using threats and forces the girls to get married at their early
ages. In this regard, the District Education Officer added that;
~‘The state of taking care of children in this area is very poor; parents do not care about what
their children do. There are many angles that parents play in these practices (early marriage);
poverty, marital instabilities which for most of them lead to marital break ups. So, most of the
children here are being taken care of by their grandparents due to marital instabilities”.
These findings are consistent with the study conducted by UNICEF (2009) in Southern Sudan
where it was found that parents choose to marry off their daughters early for a number of
reasons. Poor families may regard a young girl as an economic burden and her marriage as a
necessary survival strategy for her family. They may think that early marriage offers protection
for their daughter from the dangers of sexual assault, or more generally, offers the care of a
male guardian. Early marriage may also be seen as strategy to avoid girls becoming pregnant
outside marriage. In southern Sudan, a teenage girl is far more likely to be a wife than a student.
Out of the population of over 10 million people, only about 500 girls complete Primary school
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each year. By contrast, one in five adolescent girls is already a mother. The UNICEF report adds
that a ‘bride price’, usually paid in cows, is due to a girl’s family on her wedding day

—

making a

daughter one of the only realistic sources of income in a place where the average citizen lives
on approximately 25 cents a day. In nearly every case, the beginning of a marriage spells the
end of an education.
Another angle of inquiry in this study was whether there was prevalence of early marriages in
the study area by the time this study was conducted. In a questionnaire schedule, teacher
participants was provided with four options to select one, to whether parents in their villages
practice early marriages.
Table: 5 Current trend of early marriages in the study area
Do some parents in villages marry off their

Frequency Percentages (%)~

daughters before they are of marriage age?
No, Never

100

53

Yes, Sometimes

80

42

Yes, Very Often

08

05

188

100

Total
Source: Primary data 2017

The findings showed that the practice of early marriage was widespread, as 53% of the studied
teachers agreed that sometimes it happens in their respective villages. The existence of early
marriage is also implied by those who did not agree to the ‘no, never’ statement. About 42% of
all teachers disagreed that early marriages are never practiced in their villages. Generally, the
findings show that about 5% of teacher respondents agree that there was a noticeable problem
of early marriage.
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With the assumption that teachers are always well informed on the whereabouts of their
pupils, teachers was provided with a range of responses to agree or disagree of the factors
contributed to the practice in their area. The summary of the findings is presented in figure
4.2 below.
Figure: 2 Factors causing early marriages in Bubukwanga Sub-County
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Source: Primary data 2017
The findings revealed that most of community members in the study area have low knowledge
on the factors of early marriages which was the leading factors for girls’ early marriage. This
was reported by 88.8°h of the teachers who was studied. Community members see early
marriages as part of their culture.
This was followed by the tendency of some communities not to value education (78.2%). Some
communities in Bubukwanga Sub-County seemed to know very little about the consequences of
child marriages, it is because of lower level education. Some people do not value education as
it does not repay the investment instantly

—

it is a long-term investment that is considered more

risky in the case of girls, as they can get pregnant and be excluded from school at any time
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(CDF, 2008). Poverty was also reported to be the leading factors for girls’ early marriages in
Bubukwanga Sub-County (63.8). Families in Bubukwanga Sub-County areas are known to be
not hard workers, and this makes them take girls as family assets which can be exchanged with
some materials like dowry price (CDF, 2008).While religious values was reported as the least
contributing factors of early marriage in Bubukwanga Sub-County (18.6%). The only solution to
keep the children away from having sex before marriage is to marry them and assist them to
live according to the will of God. For instance Islamic religion requires that if a girl or boy reaches
a puberty stage she/he must get married immediately before being corrupted by the rotten
world (CDF, 2008).
The findings from focus group discussions with pupils also revealed some reasons which were
behind early marriage practices. Respondents from Bubukwanga Primary school stressed on
the life hardship situations that girls are tempted to engage themselves in early marriages so as
to minimize some life costs. Another factors was the perceived inability to cope with studies. It
was reported that some girls decided to walk out of school and engage in early marriage
practices just because they see themselves as not fitting in the learning process.
4,4 Effects of early marriage practices on education for girls in Bubukwaflga SubCounty
Early marriages can have harmful consequences for children; including health problems,
spousal abuse and the denial of education. Once married, girls often do not go back to school
(UNICEF, 2005).
The key objective of the current study was to study the effects of early marriages on
education for girls. Four major effects of early marriages on girls’ education was identified by
teachers as figure 4.3 displays.
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Figure: 2 Effects of Girls Early Marriages in Education
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Source: Primary data 2017
It was found from the study that school dropout was the leading outcome of early marriages in
the area of study (51%), followed closely by truancy (49%). These findings are in line with IRIN
(2007) which reported that authorities Bubukwanga Sub-County have expressed concern over
the large number of pupils, mostly girls who drop out of school because of pregnancy, teenage
marriages, child labour or truancy. It was further reported that thirty percent of children enrolled
in school failed to complete seven years of basic Primary education, while in secondary schools;
the drop-out rate was 20 percent. However, pupils’ indiscipline in this study was ranked
moderately as another effect of the phenomenon.
The findings on girls drop out of schools are also supported by Ango (1991) who contends that
girls are far more likely to drop out of school. About 27% of women in rural areas have no
education compared to 18% of males. Pregnancy, early marriage and poverty was intrinsically
linked and was the main challenges of girls face by staying in school, particularly in rural areas.
The pressures on girls to stay at home, especially if they come from a poor rural household, are
many. They may be required to care for a sick relative or to help out with household chores.
Findings from pupils FGD5 portrayed a number of educational effects as a result of early marriage
practices. These ranged from the victims being illiterate, increasing level of poverty in the
community and lack of different skills. One of the pupils from school A had the following to say,
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“early marriage practices deny girls from getting education. This in turn increased the number
of poor women in the society because most of them won’t be able to participate in developmental
issues”. The most important negative effect identified was the denial of education rights to
children.
The interviewed education officers also agreed that early marriage practices had detrimental
effects on girls’ education and in their lives in generaL Alongside other effects like birth
complications, the District Education Officer reported one of the major effects in education as
school drop outs. Talking of the effects of early marriages in the study area, a ward education
coordinator went further by saying,

“...

the leading effect of early marriages in education is

school dropout. This goes further to increasing or magnifying a poor society. The worst thing is
that the number of illiterate women in the society increases.” (Kimanzichana Ward Education
Coordinator).
Other effects of early marriages to girls was related to health. Accoridng to UNFPA (2013) a
child born to a mother who can read is 50% more likely to survive past the age of five. And each
extra year of a mother’s schooling reduces the probability of infant mortality by 5% to 10%.
Children of educated mothers was more likely to vaccinated and less likely to be stunted because
of malnourishment. Education is one of the strongest antidotes to maternal risk. Women with
higher levels of education was more likely to delay and space out pregnancies, and to seek
health care and support. And women with post-Primary education was five times more likely
than illiterate women to be educated on the topic of HIV and AIDS.
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4~5 Strategies for preventing girls early marriages in Bubukwanga Sub-County
Table: 6 Ways of Mitigating Early Marriage Practices
Items

(f)

( %)

Bringing men and traditional leaders on board

20

11%

Educating and empowering girls

30

16%

Enforcing laws for minimum marriage age

60

32%

Family planning

20

11%

Revision of the marriage code

30

16%

Mobilizing and educating communities

10

05%

Raising awareness in the media

08

04%

Encourage attitudes that favor marriage at a later age

10

05%

188

100

Total

*

Source: Primary data 2017
Among the most recommended measures included; enforcing the laws which was against early
marriages (ll%),, raising awareness on the effects of early marriage through media (16%), and
mobilizing as well as education the community on the impact of early marriage to girls (32%).
The least recommended way was the use of family planning methods (11%). This was obvious
because allowing use of family planning methods means opening the doors for sexual relations
which in turn end in marriages. Educating and empowering girls was reported by 16%Jhis is
supported by Umashankar (2006) who contends that education as empowerment approach is
rooted in feminists’ critique of instrumental education approaches.
In the study area, the DEO reported that “there was efforts made to combat early marriage
practices. One of the efforts is to insist that school committees sensitize the society on the
effects of early marriages School committees are the ones to deal with such cases, then to the
village authorities before going further to police and the court. Sensitization is insisted through
school committees and in the meetings conducted village wise. However, at the council level,
we usually have a general meeting every year with education stakeholders on “this issue. “As if
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this is not enoLigh, every ward must provide a concrete report on how they deal with this
matter”, (Bubukwanga DEO).
All ward education coordinators also commented in the same direction that knowledge on the
effects of early marriages is disseminated to the community through various ways. They reported
that the effort is made by the district management to educated villagers, especially when they
are in their visits to the community. One of them had the following to say; “Sensitization is made
through NGO’s on the effects of early pregnancies, and there are posters and radio programmes
from the ministry of health on child-mother safety”. (Bubukwanga, WEC). Several challenges
that hinder the efforts against early marriage practices in Bubukwanga Sub-County was
identified. Most of the interviewed respondents reported poor cooperation between parents and
other. education stakeholders such as teachers. The Bubukwanga Ward Education Coordinator
added that; there is completely no good link between parents and teachers in this ward, and
these issues (early marriage) are conducted so secretly that it is very hard to know. Parents are
not open at all; in most cases if the children drop out of schools, parents just give other reasons
behind the scenario.
In this study, teachers were asked to rate challenges which were considered to hinder the efforts
against girls’ early marriage in Bubukwanga Sub-County. Findings are summarized in figure 4.4
below.
F~gure: 3 Other Strategies for Stopping Early Marriages

Source: Primary data 2017
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The findings revealed that a good number of teachers insisted the need for education or
awareness raised to the community on the effects of early marriages (45.5%).
Adherence to religious beliefs and avoiding primitive traditions was relatively ranked low
(6.4 % and 13.9%) respectively. A cry for educating the community on the effects of early
marriages in education is across the whole Sub Saharan Africa. A study conducted by Molokwu
(2000) in Nigeria quotes a student appealing for educating the parents. “...there are many things
that need to be done to solve this problem of early marriages and education. Our government
should first of all put more effort on enlightening our parents on the negative effects of
withdrawing girls from school for early marriage. You know many parents here are still illiterate
and don’t know the importance of female education. So the government should first of all
increase awareness before any other thing ~an be done.”
According to Bala (2003) the constructive partnerships between parents and child care providers
(careers) lie at the heart of a ‘family-centred’ orientation towards the provision of early childhood
services. Potential benefits of child care for child development may be undermined if parents
and careers differ in what they hope to achieve in their interactions with children, especially if
there is a lack of respect or understanding of alternative childrearing perspectives.
Differences between parents and careers childrearing perspectives are expected when children
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds are looked after in mainstream child care
services, as an abundance of research has shown that culture plays a role in shaping the beliefs
and behaviors of adults.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction
This chapter provides summary, conclusions and recommendations of the study that
investigated the effects of early marriage practices on girls’ education in Bubukwanga SubCounty. The chapter has three major sections; the first provides summary of the study, the
second presents conclusions of the findings and the final section put forward the
recommendations.
5.2 Summary of the Study
This study examined the effects of early marriage on girls’ education in Bubukwanga SubCounty. Alongside educational effects, girls who married early are more likely to experience
violence, abuse and forced sexual relations. Child marriages jeopardize girls’ rights, such as the
right to education, because new brides are usually forced to drop out of school to bear children
and to provide household labour. In addition, married girls have few social connections,
restricted mobility, limited control over resources and little or no power in their new households
and are thus especially vulnerable to domestic violence. The underlying factors that contribute
to child marriages are complex and interrelated. They vary within and between countries
depending on individual circumstances and social contexts.
Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in adult
life. Sadly, the practice of early marriages gives no such cause for celebration.
Literature shows that there is a paucity of studies that have systematically assessed the effects
of early marriages specifically on girl’s education. Therefore, this study had a unique opportunity
to investigate the phenomenon in Bubukwanga Sub-County. This study aimed at investigating
the magnitude of early marriages, establishing its effects on girls’ education, and identifying
strategies set against early marriages in Bubukwanga Sub-County.
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The study employed a cross-section survey design in which both qualitative and quantitative
approaches were employed to collect data. The rationale for selecting Bubukwanga Sub-County
was that it is among the Districts in Coastal Region with high school dropout cases among girls
which are caused by early marriages. The other reason for selecting Bubukwanga Sub-County
is because the tribes found in this district are among the ethnic groups Bubukwanga Sub-County
where initiation practices for young girls and boys is still strong. This practice forces girls to
marry at an early age, consequently affecting their educational progress.
The target population of the present study included; Primary school teachers, ward education
coordinators and the district education officer, since these groups have a great role and
involvement in the welfare of children and their education prosperities. Primary school girls were
also involved in order to confirm some of the information collected from the Primary school
teachers and education officers. Both purposive and random sampling methods were used to
recruit schools as well as respondents. Also, the study involved both secondary and primary
sources of data.

For Primary data, questionnaires, interviews, focus group discussions

techniques were employed. Qualitative data was subjected to content analysis, while data from
questionnaires was coded into specific categories, and thus statistical analysis of events and
simple statistics such as frequencies and percentages were employed to summarize the data.
5.3 Summary of the Findings
5.3.1 Magnitude of eatly marriages among Primary schooll girls in Bubukwanga
Sub-County
The findings showed that the practice of early marriage existed in the area as 73.7% of the
studied teachers affirmed it. The DEO and pupils who participated in this study also affirmed
that early marriages contributed to girls dropping out from school in the area.
The findings further revealed that early marriages in Bubukwanga were attributed to many
factors including; low level of education as the leading cause. This was reported by 83.5% of
teachers who was studied. This was followed by 50% who reported that marrying girls reduced
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family burden. Safeguarding girls’ virginity and extending family ties was least rated factors,
7.4% and 9% respectively. The interviewed girls attributed it to hard life situations that they
were tempted to engage in early marriages in order to minimize their life hardship. Another
factors related to inability to cope with studies, as some girls decided to relinquish school and
engage in early marriage practices just because they saw themselves not succeeding in the
learning process.

Another highly rated factors was parents’ not valuing education (78.2°k), regardless of various
literatures documenting education as one of the effective tools for ending early marriages. On
the other end, adherence to religious beliefs was ranked lowest, which implies that its
contribution to early marriage practices was very minimal.
5~3~2 The effects of early marriages on education for girls in Bubukwanga SubCounty
Early marriages can have harmful consequences for children including the denial of education.
It was found from the study that school dropout was the leading effect of early marriages in the
area of study (96.8%).
Findings from pupils FGDs revealed a number of educational effects as a result of early marriage
practices; ranging from the victims being illiterate, increased level of poverty in the community
and lack of different skills. The interviewed education officers also agreed that early marriage
practices had detrimental effects on girls’ education and in their lives in general.
5~3~3 Strategies for preventing early marriages in Bubukwanga Sub-County
At the district level, the DEO reported that there was efforts made to combat early marriage
practices. One of the efforts was to insist school committees to sensitize the society on the
effects of early marriage. All ward education coordinators also commented in the same direction
that knowledge on the effects of early marriage is disseminated to the community through
various ways.
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Several challenges that hindered efforts to prevent early marriage practices was identified in the
study area. The community in the study area lacks enough knowledge on the impact of early
marriages to girls. This was reported by many surveyed teachers as the leading factors hindering
efforts against early marriage practices.
Most of the interviewed respondents reported poor cooperation between parents and education
stakeholders such as teachers was another factors that hindered efforts against early marriage
practices in the area.
The most recommended

strategies for prevention of early marriage practices

included;

enforcement of laws which discourage early marriages, raising awareness on the effects of early
marriages through media, and mobilizing as well as educating the community on the impact of
early marriages to girls. The least recommended way was the use of family planning methods
while educating and empowering girls was moderately reported.
5.4 Conclusion
This study concludes that the practice of early marriages is a real problem in Bubukwanga Sub
County. Parents have been found to play a key role in the practice. This is due to the fact that
most parents lack understanding of the importance of formal education for their children.
Among other effects, early marriage practices to younger girls have led to their denial of
educational rights. There is a high need for raising awareness to community members on the
importance of education to girls so as to discourage early marriage prevalence. In view of the
above, it is important that different stakeholders should work together in making sure that this
practice is ended.
5.5 Recommendations
5.5.1 Recommendations for action
Based on the findings from this study, the researcher recommends the following;
i. The law-enforcers in the study area, and the nation at large, should work on the by
laws that prohibit early marriages.
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ii. Government should make education free and compulsory at the Primary and
secondary levels as a way of discouraging early marriage.
iii. Education planners should include sex education in the school curriculum for proper
orientation of the girl-child. The current curriculum was found to be too light to make
pupils adequately understand sexuality.
iv. Local NGOs with an intermediary role at national and local levels must do more to

create a sustainable platform for local groups to tell their stories, leapfrog into the
global arena, access funding, expand their activities and shape the current and post
2015 agenda on how girls’ education can end child marriages.
5~5~2 Recommendations for further studies
On the basis of the findings of this study, the phenomenon of early marriages is still a very big
problem affecting girls’ education in Bubukwanga Sub-County. Moreover information regarding
national prevalence of the problem is lacking. In view of the above observations, it is
recommended that further studies need to be conducted all over the country to document the
magnitude of the problem.
In addition, further studies need to be conducted in other localities countrywide to ascertain
challenges that hinder efforts to fight against early marriage practices.
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PPENDICES
APPENDIX I: QUESTIONNAIRES FOR TEACHERS
Introduction
Dear Respondents,
My name is Monday Abdaflah, a student at Kampala international University. I am here to
undertake research which is part and parcel of my study. The research is aimed at generating
knowledge on “The impact of eaHy marriage on child dropout”. Therefore the information
you are requested to provide is only for this purpose and will remain for academic only.
Kindly spare your little time to respond those questions given through questionnaires in other
cases you will be required to
Fill blank spaces and tick appropriate answer provided by giving your vieWs and knowledge
o

on the question concerned and
Give your free explanation according to your opinion, knowledge and experience on a specific
issue.

Please fill the gaps below

1. Name of district
2. Name of ward
3. Name of school
4. Gender
5. You’re level of education

6. Years of teaching
QUESTIONS
Know~edge reDated to earDy marriage on child dropout
1. What is the Sex of participants in Bubukwanga Sub-County? Tick (v’) one response

rsex of participants
Male
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Female
2. what is the Educational level of participants
Education Participants Levd
Grade A
Form six
Diploma
Bachelor
3. what are the working experience of participants
working experience of participants
Zero to six months
Seven to twelve months
One to two years
Two to five years
Six to ten Years and
Ten years and Above

4. what is the Current trend of early marriages in the study area
Do some parents in viHages marry off their daughters before they
are of marriage age?
No, Never
Yes, Sometimes
Yes, Very Often

46

5.

From which age could girls be married? Tick (‘I) one response

YES NO
Under 14 Years
Between 14 And 17 Years
From 18 Years
Do Not Know
6. Besides age what are the other signs which help one know that a girl is ready for marriage?
Tick (~/) the appropriate responses.
YESNO
The physical morphology
(specify

Puberty signs (specify

Others (specify

7. Do some parents in villages marry their daughters before they are of marriage age? Tick
(v’) One appropriate response.
No, never
yes, sometimes
Yes, Very Often
Do Not Know
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8. If yes in 4 above, what are the reasons far girls’ early marriage on child dropout on child
dropout in your area? Select

(‘I) appropriate responses.

Low Level Of Education
To Prevent Girls From Having Illegitimate Pregnancies
To Perpetuate Family Lineage
To Alleviate Girls’ Family Burden
To safeguard girls’ virginity
To respect religious teachings
To honor Family Social Rank
To extend Kinship Ties
Traditional beliefs
Others (specify)
9. How big is the problem of early marriage on child dropout on child dropout in your area?
Select (v’) one appropriate response
Very big
Moderately big
Average
Not big at all
Don’t know
10. What are the effects of early marriage on child dropout on girl education? Use numbers 1,
2, and 3 to rank them according to the weight.
Indiscipline in schools
Pregnancy
Truancy
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Drop out
Low school grade
ii. Are there any policies, by-laws or efforts in addressing early marriage on child dropout in
your area?
Select (v’) one response
Yes
No
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APPENDIX: II
Research Questionnaire for schooN teachers
Dear Respondent,
Introduction and instructions:
My name is Monday Abdallah, a student at Kampala international University. I am here to
undertake research which is part and parcel of my study. The research is aimed at generating
knowledge on “The impact of early marriage on child dropout practices”. Therefore the
information you are requested to provide is only for this purpose and will remain for academic
only.
Kindly spare your lfttle time to respond those questions given through questionnaires. Fill blank
spaces and tick appropriate answer provided by giving your views and knowledge on the
question concerned and Give your free explanation according to your opinion, knowledge and
experience on a specific issue.
1. Do you understand the term early marriages?
a)Yes
b)No
2. What are the problems hindering efforts in addressing problem of early marriage on child
dropout? Put

[

V against each item of your choice.

Prob~ems

Response
StrongDy agree Agree Disagree Strong~y Disagree

Lack of information about the
problem of early marriage
Poverty
Parents do not value education
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Lack of follow up mechanisms
Presents a huge challenge both in
collecting details of the cases and
keeping accurate records of them.
Tradition beliefs, culture and
practices e.g.
Initiation Ceremonies
Social cultural and religious values
Lack of knowledge on the impacts
of child marriage
Corruption on part of the legal
bodies e.g. Police

3. What are other strategies to be undertaken against early marriage on child dropout?

III.

iv.
4. What recommendations would you give to prevent early marriage on child dropout in your
area? (Tick the responses of your choice)
Bringing men and traditional leaders on board
Educating and empowering girls
Enacting and enforcing laws that set a legal minimum age for
marriage
Family Planning
Revision Of The Marriage Code
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Mobilizing and educating communities
Raising awareness in the media
Encourage Attitudes That Favor Marriage At A Later Age
Increase endorsements for delayed marriage by religious leaders
Avoid traditional beliefs
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APPENDIX: III
Research Questionnaire for education coordinators
Dear Respondent,
Introduction and instructions:
My name is Monday AbdaNah, a student at Kampala international University. I am here to
undertake research which is part and parcel of my study. The research is aimed at generating
knowledge on “The impact of early marriage on child dropout practices on child
dropout”. Therefore the information you are requested to provide is only for this purpose and
will remain for academic only.
Kindly spare your little time to respond those questions given through questionnaires. Fill blank
spaces and tick appropriate answer provided by giving your views and knowledge on the
question concerned and
Give your free explanation according to your opinion, knowledge and experience on a specific
issue.
1. Do you understand the term early Marriages?
a) Yes

b) No
1. Which of the following most serious social problem in Bubukwanga sub
county~ Please rank and tick at above~

(
(
(
(
(
(

) Strongly Disagree
) Disagree
) Neutral
)Agree

) Strongly Agree
) Baby dumping
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(
(
(
(

) Illegimate child
) Rape cases
) Wild sex
) Illegimate marriage

2. Do you have any relative that married early?
()Yes

() No

3. Do you agree with early marriage?
()Yes

() No

4. Between male and female which gender prone to early marriages
()Male
()Female
~Both
5. Which of the following that you think the main reasons that lead to early
marriage? Please tick all apply.
()Poverty
()Family support
()To avoid social problem
()First Love
()Future security
6. Does early marriage solve the social problem?
()Yes

()No

()Maybe

( ) I do not know

7. Do you think early marriage will disturb your studies/ carrier?
()Yes
()No
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APPENDIX B: BUDGET
Table: 7 Proposed Budget
This proposed budget that will help in the research I proposed to do in Bubukwanga district

RESOURCE

QUANTITY

AMOUNT

Transport cost

-

40,000=

Stationery

9 note books

20,000=

9 pens

2,500=

A ream

of photocopying, 1

15,000=

papers, photocopying
100 questionnaires 20,000=
5 interview guides

1,000=

4 tape recorder

30,000=

Lunch

5000 per day

110,000=

Refreshments

1 crate

17,400=

Battery

5,000=

Notebooks

3,000=

Airtime

15,000=

Hiring of statistician

120,000=

Stationery

15,000=

Typists

150 pages

75,000=

Flash disks

2GB

20,000=

Computer for editing

1

50,000=

Printing

25,000=

Total

583,900=
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APPENDIX C TIME FRAME
Activity

DuraUon (2017)

Dissertation writing

March

Familiarizing with the research area and the people

April

Collecting data

May

Analyzing the data

June

Documenting the data

July

Submission of the final report

August
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